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Aboutthe Work

Even When He Is Silent was commissioned in 2011 by the St. Olaf festival in Trandheim, N orway.
The assignment was to write a work intw o separate versions —one for SATE choir and ane for SSAA
chair, unaccompanied.

The text was found written on a wall at a concentration camp after Warld War 1. Imagining what that
person went through makes the words so powerful. As | read them, itwas a Credo —when everything
is dark and difficult in life you might wonder where God is, or if God is there at all. This is about
keeping faith in God, love, and hope. | think of the sun as a metaphar for hape.

Even without thinking of metaphors, the text has a deep meaning. Even if people take away your
freedom, your friends, the people you love — they cannat take God away from you.

The S5AA version of Even When He ls Silent was premiered just a few day rrorist
attacks in Oslo and Uteya. It was one of the works being perfarmed at a Conversati aros
Cathegral with bishop Tar Singsaas and actor Liv Ullmann an July 30, 2011 It e e @y the

Midaros Cathedral Gins' Chaoir and conductar Anita Brevil,

The SATE versionwas premiered an Movember 26, 2011, by the Nig
conductor Bjarn Moe.

dra Baoys' Chair and

Text

I believe in the sun even when it's not shining.

| believe in love even when | fesl it not
| believe in God even when He is silent.
About 3

Kim André Amesen (b. 1980) grew up | jim, Nomway, and began his career at the music
schoal at the age of six playing the p@ag ten he started singing in the Nidaros Cathedral

Boys' Chair. He was later educate ic Consewatury in Trondheim.

As acomposer, he had hj ance in 1999 with the Boys' Choir. Since then, he has written
music that has been pe W chu 5 al around the word. Armesen is an elected member of the
Maorwegian Society of ComM&ers. In 2010, his first large-scale wark, Magnificat, was commissioned
and premiered by theghlidaros“gathedral Girls' Choir. The premiere got averwhelming feedback and
led to several new missions. The Magnifical was released on CD in 2014 on the record label
2L.In 2011, A haral piece Even When He Is Silent had its premiere during the st. Olav
Festival glav eMe) in Trondheim. The piece was commissioned by the festival, and since its
' ormed numeraus times around the world.

aired an television in the United States and Morway. Cradie Hymn was the best-seller among Santa
Barbara Music Publishing's Christmas music in 2014,

InApril 2014, Arnesen's Reguiem was premiered by the Nidaras Cathedral Boys' Chair, and the wark
had its US premiere inApril 2015 in West Virginia. The Denver-based choral ensemble Kantarei and
their Artistic Directar, Joel Rinsema, have invited Arnesen to be Composer-in-Residence far their
2015-2016 season.

Faor mare infarmation, visit kimarnesen.com.

Duration: Approx. 5:30



Commaissoved by Ehe S8 Obaf Festival, Trovdheim, Mooy, 2011

Even When He Is Silent
SATE divia®
Anonymous 20th ¢ K1 ANDREE ARMESEN (b. 1980)
With hope (o=ca. 52)
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