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Policy‌ ‌Summary‌ ‌ 

Timber‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌key‌ ‌raw‌ ‌material‌ ‌used‌ ‌in‌ ‌many‌ ‌products,‌ ‌across‌ ‌many‌ ‌categories,‌‌by‌‌the‌‌John‌‌                               
Lewis‌ ‌Partnership‌ ‌(JLP).‌ ‌It‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌valuable‌ ‌natural‌ ‌resource,‌ ‌which‌ ‌is‌ ‌hugely‌ ‌commercially‌‌                         
important‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌business,‌ ‌but‌ ‌also‌ ‌comes‌ ‌with‌ ‌significant‌ ‌global‌ ‌concerns‌ ‌about‌ ‌levels‌‌of‌‌                           
deforestation‌ ‌which‌ ‌have‌ ‌far-reaching‌ ‌negative‌ ‌impacts‌ ‌on‌ ‌forests,‌ ‌the‌ ‌communities‌ ‌that‌‌                     
depend‌‌on‌‌them,‌‌and‌‌our‌‌climate.‌‌In‌‌addition‌‌to‌‌any‌‌legal‌‌obligations‌‌to‌‌provide‌‌supply‌‌chain‌‌                               
traceability‌‌and‌‌demonstrate‌‌legality‌‌under‌‌the‌‌‌Timber‌‌and‌‌Timber‌‌Products‌‌Placing‌‌on‌‌the‌‌                         
Market‌‌Regulations‌‌(UKTR)‌‌and‌‌UK‌‌FLEGT‌‌Regulations‌,‌‌JLP‌‌expects‌‌its‌‌suppliers‌‌to‌‌actively‌‌                         
work‌ ‌towards‌ ‌more‌ ‌responsible‌ ‌and‌ ‌sustainable‌ ‌sourcing‌ ‌choices‌ ‌through‌ ‌procuring‌‌                   
recycled‌ ‌or‌ ‌independently‌ ‌certified‌ ‌timber‌ ‌and‌ ‌providing‌ ‌on-product‌ ‌labelling‌ ‌of‌ ‌this‌ ‌to‌‌                       
support‌ ‌our‌ ‌customers‌ ‌in‌ ‌identifying‌ ‌and‌ ‌making‌ ‌responsible‌ ‌purchasing‌ ‌decisions.‌ ‌The‌‌                     
requirements‌‌of‌‌the‌‌policy‌‌‌will‌‌enable‌‌JLP‌‌to‌‌progress‌‌towards‌‌its‌‌raw‌‌materials‌‌target‌‌that‌‌                             
‘all‌ ‌key‌ ‌raw‌ ‌materials‌ ‌in‌ ‌our‌ ‌own‌ ‌brand‌ ‌products‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌from‌ ‌sustainable‌ ‌or‌ ‌recycled‌‌                             
sources‌ ‌by‌ ‌2025’.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌following‌ ‌materials‌ ‌in‌ ‌scope‌ ‌of‌ ‌JLP‌ ‌Policy‌ ‌on‌ ‌Responsible‌ ‌Sourcing‌ ‌of‌ ‌Timber‌ ‌&‌ ‌Paper:‌ ‌ 
John‌ ‌Lewis‌ ‌&‌ ‌Partners‌ ‌and‌ ‌Waitrose‌ ‌&‌ ‌Partners‌ ‌own‌ ‌brand‌ ‌and‌ ‌brand-exclusive‌‌products‌‌                         
made‌ ‌completely,‌ ‌or‌ ‌containing‌ ‌components‌ ‌or‌ ‌parts‌ ‌that‌ ‌make‌ ‌up‌ ‌>5%‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌finished‌‌                           
product‌ ‌weight,‌ ‌of:‌ ‌ 
● Solid‌ ‌timber‌ ‌ 
● Solid‌ ‌bamboo‌ ‌ 
● Timber‌ ‌veneers‌ ‌ 
● Timber‌ ‌composites‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌ ‌MDF,‌ ‌particleboard‌ ‌&‌ ‌plywood‌ ‌ 
● Paper‌ ‌(including‌ ‌kitchen‌ ‌roll,‌ ‌tissues,‌ ‌toilet‌ ‌roll,‌ ‌wipes,‌ ‌gift‌ ‌wrap,‌ ‌cards,‌ ‌stationery)‌ ‌ 
● Any‌‌other‌‌timber‌‌or‌‌paper‌‌containing‌‌products‌‌which‌‌fall‌‌in‌‌scope‌‌of‌‌the‌‌UK‌‌Timber‌‌                             
Regulations‌ ‌and‌ ‌for‌ ‌which‌ ‌JLP‌ ‌is‌ ‌first‌ ‌to‌ ‌place‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌GB‌ ‌Market‌ ‌(the‌ ‌‘Operator')‌ ‌e.g.‌‌                               
branded‌ ‌products,‌ ‌goods‌ ‌not‌ ‌for‌ ‌resale,‌ ‌store‌ ‌fixtures.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Suppliers‌ ‌are‌ ‌required‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌due‌ ‌diligence‌ ‌submissions‌ ‌for‌ ‌all‌ ‌timber/paper-containing‌‌                     
materials‌ ‌prior‌ ‌to‌ ‌product‌ ‌supply,‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌renew‌ ‌this‌ ‌on‌ ‌an‌ ‌annual‌ ‌basis.‌ ‌These‌ ‌are‌‌                             
independently‌ ‌risk‌ ‌assessed‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌third‌ ‌party‌ ‌against‌ ‌the‌ ‌following‌ ‌gradings:‌ ‌ 
‌ 
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All‌‌new‌‌products‌‌in‌‌scope‌‌must‌‌be‌‌developed‌‌to‌‌contain‌‌materials‌‌sourced‌‌according‌‌to‌‌the‌‌                             
‘Better’‌ ‌or‌ ‌‘Best’‌ ‌gradings.‌‌ ‌  

For‌ ‌existing‌ ‌products,‌ ‌materials‌ ‌must‌ ‌be‌ ‌re-sourced‌ ‌in‌ ‌order‌ ‌that‌ ‌risk‌ ‌assessments‌‌                       
conducted‌ ‌from‌ ‌1st‌ ‌February‌ ‌2023‌ ‌meet‌ ‌the‌‌ ‌‘Better’‌ ‌or‌ ‌‘Best’‌ ‌gradings.‌ ‌ 

JLP‌ ‌prohibits‌ ‌any‌ ‌sourcing‌ ‌of‌ ‌timber/paper‌ ‌based‌ ‌materials‌‌from‌‌Myanmar,‌‌Central‌‌African‌‌                       
Republic‌ ‌and‌ ‌Ukraine,‌ ‌and‌ ‌also‌ ‌prohibits‌‌sourcing‌‌from‌‌Chinese‌‌Oak‌‌(‌Quercus‌‌mongolica‌)‌‌                       
and‌‌Chinese‌‌Ash‌‌(‌Fraxinus‌‌mandshurica‌)‌‌species.‌‌Our‌‌policy‌‌also‌‌contains‌‌a‌‌list‌‌of‌‌High‌‌Risk‌‌                             
countries‌ ‌that‌ ‌specifies‌ ‌particular‌ ‌certification‌ ‌levels‌ ‌for‌ ‌material‌ ‌sourcing‌ ‌from‌ ‌those‌‌                     
regions.‌ ‌ 
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