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1.1 A|ZH

The Debian Project was officially founded by Ian Murdock on August 16th, 1993. (There is also a scanned printout of that
announcement.) At that time, the whole concept of a “distribution” of Linux was new. Ian intended Debian to be a distribution
which would be made openly, in the spirit of Linux and GNU (read his manifesto provided as an appendix to this document for
more details). The creation of Debian was sponsored by the FSF’s GNU project for one year (November 1994 to November
1995).
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http://www.debian.org/
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http://www.debian.org/social_contract.html
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http://www.debian.org/intro/free
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Chapter 2

2|

o] ¢tnj 0] 1993 ' 8 P Z 2 A E S W5 131 1996 'd 3 A7HA & SkTh
2

o] o+ <= (Tan Jackson) ©] 1998 \d 12 YX-E] 1998 \d 12 Y 7} A &gkt

E ofl A9k (Wichert Akkerman) ©] 1999 d 1 955 2001 d 3 € 7} &Skt
#lZ @~ (Ben Collins) 7} 2001 d 4 €3 ¥ 2002 d 4 L 72 2tkch
v o] & 7}4] (Bdale Garbee) 7} 2002 \d 4 €5 E] 2003 \d 4 € 7}A] 2 gkt}.
u}g] u] A u}o] o] (Martin Michlmayr) 7} 2003 d 3 €€ 2005 d 3 € 7- A2t c}.
2 491<= (Branden Robinson) ©] 2005 d 4 ¥ H- €] 2006 d 4 ¥ 7} A 2k}
E}-2 = (Anthony Towns) 7} 2006 \d 4 € ¥ 2007 d 4 L7} A 2k}
A & A8} (Sam Hocevar) 7} 2007 d 4 D€ 2008 d 4  7}FX] Tk}
E] B 0]} 71 €} o] o] (Steve MclIntyre) 7} 2008 W 4 € H ¥ 2010 3 4 D7} X] 2t}

[>

7} 22528} (Lucas Nussbaum) ©] 2013 \d 4 €5 ¥ 2015 \d 4 L7} 2k}
J 2 7] ¥ (Neil McGovern) ©] 2015 3 4 95 € 2016 d 4 D72 2 ¢kt

] t] = 7] (Mehdi Dogguy) 7} 2016 \d 4 YR €] 2017 \d 4 Q712 2 9ke}.

3 2] 2 (Chris Lamb) ©] 2017 \d 4 ¥ 2019 d 4 L7} A &gk}

M3} E 9t (Sam Hartman) ©] 2019 d 4 €3 ¥ 2020 d 4 Y71 A 2k}

Jonathan Carter led Debian from April 2020 until April 2024.
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Andreas Tille was elected in April 2024 and is our current leader.
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http://www.debian.org/ports/alpha/
http://www.debian.org/ports/sparc/
http://www.debian.org/ports/powerpc/
http://www.debian.org/ports/arm/
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Debian 6 was the first release that benefited from Long Term Support (LTS), a project to extend the lifetime of all Debian stable
releases to (at least) 5 years. Debian LTS was not handled by the Debian Security team, but by a separate group of volunteers

and companies interested in making it a success. Debian 6 was supported until the end of February 2016, and limited to i386 and
amd64 architectures.
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Debian 7 had Long Term Support (LTS) for i386, amd64, armel and armh architectures until the end of May 2018.
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http://www.debian.org/ports/ia64/
http://www.debian.org/ports/hppa/
http://www.debian.org/ports/mips/
http://www.debian.org/ports/mipsel/
http://www.debian.org/ports/s390/
http://www.debian.org/ports/amd64/
http://www.debian.org/ports/m68k/
https://wiki.debian.org/ArmEabiPort
https://wiki.debian.org/M68k
http://www.debian.org/ports/kfreebsd-gnu/
https://release.debian.org/레니/arch_qualify.html
https://release.debian.org/레니/arch_qualify.html
http://www.debian.org/ports/kfreebsd-gnu/
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Debian 8 had Long Term Support (LTS) for i386, amd64, armel and armh architectures until the end of June 2020.
tlH]Qt9 2E 2] (2017 'd 6 Y): Eo]2E T 3 o uhe = 8 fe I Fo Bt S A I AL FF o] & o] Foll A wh ket
oA A~E2017d2Y 745 Z3ch

Debian 9 was dedicated to the project’s founder Ian Murdock, who passed away on 28 December 2015.
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Support for the powerpc architecture was dropped in this release, whileas the mips64el architecture was introduced. This release
introduced debug packages with a new repository in the archive, packages from this repository provided debug symbols auto-
matically for packages. Firefox and Thunderbird returned to Debian, replacing their debranded versions Iceweasel and Icedove,
which were present in the archive for more than 10 years. Thanks to the Reproducible Builds project, over 90% of the source
packages included in Debian 9 were able to build bit-for-bit identical binary packages.

Debian 9 had Long Term Support (LTS) for i386, amd64, armel and armh architectures until the end of June 2022.
ol |l k10 W ~¥ (2019 'd 7 d): Andy o of A o] Follqmtth, EolAE R Eol| A Antad gz Aot

With this release Debian for the first time included a mandatory access control framework enabled per default (AppArmor). It
was also the first Debian release to ship with Rust based programs such as Firefox, ripgrep, fd, exa, etc. and a significant number
of Rust based libraries (more than 450). In Debian 10 GNOME defaults to using the Wayland display server instead of Xorg,
providing a simpler and more modern design and advantages for security. The UEFI (”Unified Extensible Firmware Interface”)
support first introduced in Debian 7 continued to be greatly improved in Debian 10, being included for amd64, i386 and arm64
architectures and working out of the box on most Secure Boot-enabled machines.

Debian 10 has Long Term Support (LTS) for i386, amd64, armel and armh architectures until the end of June 2024.
ol b ¢k 11 B2 ofo] (2021. 8. 14.): EO]AE ] 2 of| -2 T] o) WA kol A gkt

This release contained over 11,294 new packages for a total count of 59,551 packages, along with a significant reduction of over
9,519 packages which were marked as “obsolete” and removed. 42,821 packages were updated and 5,434 packages remained
unchanged.

Debian 11 allowed driverless printing and scanning without the need for vendor specific (often non-free) drivers, and shipped
a Linux kernel with support for the exFAT filesystem. The mips architecture support was dropped, keeping support for mipsel
(little-endian) architectures for 32-bit hardware and mips64el architecture for 64-bit little-endian hardware.

The Debian Med team took part in the fight against COVID-19 by packaging software for researching the virus on the sequence
level and for fighting the pandemic with the tools used in epidemiology; this work continued with focus on machine learning
tools for both fields.

Debian 12 Bookworm (June 10th, 2023): named for a green toy worm with a built-in flashlight that appeared in Toy Story 3.

This release contained over 11,089 new packages for a total count of 64,419 packages, while over 6,296 packages have been
removed as “obsolete”. 43,254 packages were updated in this release. The overall disk usage for bookworm is 365,016,420 kB
(365 GB), and is made up of 1,341,564,204 lines of code.

Following the 2022 General Resolution about non-free firmware, the Debian Social Contract got adjusted and a new archive area
called non-free-firmware got introduced, making it possible to separate non-free firmware from the other non-free packages. Most
non-free firmware packages have been moved from non-free to non-free-firmware. This separation makes it possible to build a
variety of official installation images. And it makes installing Debian on popular hardware using the official Debian installer
much easier.

A total of nine architectures are officially supported for bookworm.

The Debian Cloud team publishes bookworm for three popular cloud computing services.



https://www.debian.org/vote/2022/vote_003
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Between releases, in Bug#978636 (Feb 2021), the Technical Committee resolved that Debian bookworm would support only the
merged-usr] root filesystem layout, dropping support for the non-merged-usr layout. For systems installed as buster or bullseye
there would be no changes to the filesystem; however, systems using the older layout would be converted during the upgrade.

Thanks to the combined work of the Debian Security team and the Debian Long Term Support team, bookworm will be supported
on four architectures untill June 2028 (5 years after release).

Debian 13 Trixie (as of August 2024 the testing distribution): Trixie is a blue toy Triceratops that appeared in Toy Story 3.

lusr-merge (or merged-usr or /usr-move) is a filesystem layout where the traditional unix directories /bin, /sbin, /1ib and /1ib64 are replaced by
symbolic links to their counterparts under /usr. So e.g. /bin is replaced by a symlink to /usr/bin . In 2012, usr-merge was implemented by Fedora Linux
as well as by Ubuntu Linux. See also The Case For The Usr Merge and the Bookworm Release Notes.



https://bugs.debian.org/978636
https://systemd.io/THE_CASE_FOR_THE_USR_MERGE/
https://www.debian.org/releases/bookworm/amd64/release-notes/ch-information.en.html#a-merged-usr-is-now-required
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* OpenOffice.org 3.2.1

» Apache 2.2.16

« PHP5.3.3

- MySQL 5.1.49

* PostgreSQL 8.4.6

+ Samba 3.5.6

+ GCC44

* Perl 5.10

* Python 2.6 ¥ 3.1
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* Linux Kernel 3.2

+ kFreeBSD kernel 8.3 2 9.0

* libc: eglibc 2.13

s 423537 GNOME 3.4

« KDE Plasma Workspaces @ KDE 3-8 2 73 4.8.4
s xfce 4.8 253

» X.org 7.7

+ LibreOffice 3.5.4(OpenOffice =) A])
» Xen Hypervisor 4.1.4

» Apache 2.2.22

« Tomcat 6.0.35 & 7.0.28

« PHP 54

- MySQL 5.5.30

* PostgreSQL 9.1

+ Samba 3.6.6

« GCC 4.7 on PCs(4.6 T} E30)
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» Apache 2.4.10

* Asterisk 11.13.1

 GIMP 2.8.14
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* GNU Compiler Collection 4.9.2
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* Perl 5.20.2

* PHP 5.6.7
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» Apache 2.4.23

» Bind 9.10

+ Calligra 2.9

* Emacs 25.1

* Firefox 50.0

* GNOME H|2~3 537 3.22
* GNU Compiler Collection 6.3
* GnuPG 2.1
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* LibreOffice 5.2.7

* Linux 4.9

* MariaDB 10.1

* OpenJDK 8

* OpenSSH 7.4p1

» Perl 5.24

« PHP 7.0

* Postfix 3.1

» PostgreSQL 9.6

* Python 3.5

* Samba 4.5.8

» Xen Hypervisor 4.8.1
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* 719 25,000 7H & 23] 7| A 2751 51,000 7] 0] &2} 7] EpuE = AR 4 Q= A L E S o) 3 7] 4.



http://www.debian.org/releases/jessie/releasenotes
https://debconf15.debconf.org/
https://debconf16.debconf.org/

R ] ok A} 15725

ol ao AN EL 7] A FAA T &2 Efiﬂil deas Bl HHd 9.0 2R S HAL.
7d

7 18 3] W] B A = Debconfl7 7} 7 VTR E 2] & o) A] 2 7431 dHE 8Y 12 d7HA] (dl B ZH g u] oty o] A
) Aok

A 19 3] ©] 2 7 5 Debeonf18 -0} A o} 4 S| B A 5 - T ekAl Fo A 2018 | 7 L 21 ARE 8 Y5 A7A], AEA 2|
B3 Open Day 7}2 7] 2 o2 A8 s v &)

4.12 10.x Ez|A

o] ¥] 2F 10.0(W 2~ E) 22019 J 7 ¥ 6 LifghTh

715D Adl o] ER A Z E 9 of 3] 7] A:

» Apache 2.4.38

* Bind 9.11

* Calligra 3.1

* Emacs 26.1

* Firefox 60.7

« GNOME Y|~ 3% 3.30
* GNU Compiler Collection 8.3
* GnuPG 2.2

+ KDE Plasma Workspaces @ KDE 22 = 2 73 5.14
* LibreOffice 6.1

* Linux 4.19

* MariaDB 10.3

* OpenJDK 11

* OpenSSH 7.9p1

* Perl 5.28

« PHP 7.3

* Postfix 3.3.2

* PostgreSQL 11

* Python 3.7.3

* Rustc 1.34

» Samba 4.9
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* Apache 2.4.48

» Bind 9.16

* Calligra 3.2

* Emacs 27.1

* Firefox 78
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* GNU Compiler Collection 10.2
* GnuPG 2.2.27

+ KDE Plasma Workspaces @ KDE -8 = & 773 5.20
* LibreOffice 7.0

* Linux 5.10

* MariaDB 10.5

* OpenJDK 11

* OpenSSH 8.4p1

+ Perl 5.32

« PHP 7.4

* Postfix 3.5

* PostgreSQL 13
 Python 3.9.1

* Rustc 1.48

» Samba 4.13
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DebConf22, the 23rd annual Debian Conference, took place in Prizren, Kosovo from July 17th to 24th, 2022. We’ve hosted 260
attendees from 38 different countries participating in 91 event talks, discussion sessions, Birds of a Feather (BoF) gatherings,
workshops, and other activities.

DebConf23, took place in Kochi, India from September 10th to 17th, 2023. Over 474 attendees representing 35 countries from
around the world came together for a combined 89 events made up of Talks, Discussons, Birds of a Feather (BoF) gatherings,
workshops, and other activities.
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Chapter 5

Some Important Events
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5.3 November 2003: Several Debian servers hacked
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http://lists.debian.org/debian-devel-announce-0010/msg00007.html
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Chapter 6

Remembering People We Have Lost

6.1 2000 A 7 &: ZAUZ2|H (Joel Klecker) S

On July 11th, 2000, Joel Klecker, who was also known as Espy, passed away at 21 years of age. No one who saw ’Espy’ in
#mklinux, the Debian lists or channels knew that behind this nickname was a young man suffering from a form of Duchenne
muscular dystrophy. Most people only knew him as ’the Debian glibc and powerpc guy’ and had no idea of the hardships Joel
fought. Though physically impaired, he shared his great mind with others.
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6.16 September 2018: Innocent de Marchi died

Innocent was a math teacher and a free software developer. One of his passions was tangram puzzles, which led him to write a
tangram-like game that he later packaged and maintained in Debian. Soon his contributions expanded to other areas, and he also
worked as a tireless translator into Catalan. Innocent de Marchi will be missed.

6.17 March 2019: Lucy Wayland died

Lucy was a contributor within the Cambridge (UK) Debian community, helping to organise the Cambridge Mini-DebConf since
several years. She was a strong fighter for diversity and inclusion, and participated in the creation of the Debian Diversity Team,
working on increasing the visibility of under-represented groups and providing support with respect to diversity issues within the
community. Lucy Wayland will be missed.
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6.18 June 2020: Robert Lemmen died

In June 2020, Robert Lemmen passed away after a serious illness. Robert had been regularly attending the Debian Munich meetups
since the early 00s and helped with local booths. He had been a Debian Developer since 2007. Among other contributions, he
packaged modules for Raku (Perl6 at that time) and helped other contributors to get involved in the Raku Team. He also put effort
into tracking down circular dependencies in Debian. Robert Lemmen will be missed.

6.19 June 2020: Karl Ramm died

Karl Ramm passed away in June 2020, after complications due to metastatic colon cancer. He had been a Debian Developer since
2001 and packaged several components of MIT’s Project Athena. He was passionate about technology and Debian, and always
interested in helping others to find and promote their passions. Karl Ramm will be missed.

6.20 April 2021: Rogério Theodoro de Brito died

In April 2021, we lost Rogério Theodoro de Brito due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Rogério enjoyed coding small tools and had
been a Debian contributor for more than 15 years. Among other projects, he contributed toward the use of Kurobox/Linkstation
devices in Debian and maintained the youtube-dl tool. He also participated and was ”Debian contact” in several upstream projects.
Rogério Theodoro de Brito will be missed.

6.21 September 2023: Abraham Raji died

On 13th September 2023 Abraham Raji was involved in a fatal accident during a kayaking trip.

Abraham was a popular and respected Debian Developer as well a prominent free software champion in his home state of Kerala,
India. He was a talented graphic designer and led design and branding work for DebConf23 and several other local events in
recent years. Abraham gave his time selflessly when mentoring new contributors to the Debian project, and he was instrumental
in creating and maintaining the Debian India website.

The Debian Project honors his good work and strong dedication to Debian and Free Software. Abraham’s contributions will not
be forgotten, and the high standards of his work will continue to serve as an inspiration to others.

6.22 December 2023: Gunnar Hjalmarsson died

Debian Developer Gunnar Hjalmarsson passed away in 2023. Gunnar was a consistent and valued contributor to Ubuntu since
2010 particularly on internationalization efforts and became similarly involved in Debian. He was an active maintainer in the
Debian GNOME and Input Method teams.

Gunnar Hjalmarsson (1958-10-06 - 2023-12-20, Sweden) will be missed.

6.23 July 2024: Peter De Schrijver died

Debian Developer (since 2004) and Linux kernel hacker Peter ”p2” De Schrijver passed away in July 2024. Many of us knew
Peter as a very helpful and dedicated person and we valued his contributions to our project and the Linux community. Peter was a
regular and familiar face in many conferences and meets across the world. Peter was highly regarded for his technical expertise in
problem solving and for his willingness to share that knowledge. When asked ”what are you working on?”, Peter would often take
the time to explain something you thought was extremely complicated understandably, or show you in- person his high technical
proficiency in action on such tasks as translating a disassembled binary into C source code.



https://wiki.ubuntu.com/GunnarHj
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Peter’s work, ideals, and memory leave a remarkable legacy and a loss that is felt around the world not only in the many commu-
nities he interacted with but in those he inspired and touched as well.

Peter De Schrijver (1970-09-17, Antwerp - 2024-07-12, Finland) will be missed.
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The testing release is intended to become the next stable release and is currently (as of July 2024) codenamed Trixie.
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