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Russian President
Vladimir Putin likely
to visit India soon

End of the road for
Himachal Bhawan?
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As the National Capital’s
air pollution crisis has
reached an alarming

level, with the Air Quality
Index (AQI) consistently in
the “severe plus” category on
Tuesday, the Delhi
government is now pressing
for cloud seeding to artificially
induce rain to dissipate the
thick layer of smog, work
from home facilities and
considering bringing odd
even scheme, that could help
combat the worsening air
quality. The Delhi
government has also sought
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s intervention in
tackling the issue of air
pollution.
Amid Delhi’s worsening air
quality, which has plunged
into the “severe plus” category
with an AQI consistently
above 460, Delhi
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai addressed a press
conference accusing the
Centre of not acting on their
repeated request to allow
artificial rain in the national
capital. He said that he had
written to Union government
Bhupender Yadav for the
fourth time seeking a joint
meeting with stakeholders to
get clearances for artificial
rain to disperse Delhi’s high
pollution.
“Despite repeated requests
through letters on August 30,
October 10, and October 23,
the Union Environment
Minister has not taken
cognisance of the situation or
responded to the Delhi
government’s appeals,” Rai
said in his latest letter.
He alleged that despite
repeated reminders and
requests, the Centre was yet to
call a meeting to discuss the

option. Rai said while the
GRAP-IV restrictions are
being enforced to tackle the
alarming levels of pollution,
the thick smog layer engulfing
the city can only be broken by
wind or rain.
In his letter, Rai proposed that
this meeting include the Delhi
Government, experts from
IIT Kanpur who have
conducted research on
artificial rain, and key Central
Government ministries such
as such as the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) and the
Ministry of Defence along
with other relevant
departments.
Artificial rain is needed in
Delhi as an emergency
measure to reduce pollution
and help citizens at this
juncture. While the Delhi
Government is willing to
initiate the emergency
measure, it needs a No
Objection Certificate (NOC)
from Centre’s Directorate

General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), and Defence
Ministry among other
agencies.
“After consulting several
experts, we believe the time
has come to use artificial rain
to break this layer of smog in
Delhi,” he said. “Delhi cannot
get relief from pollution
unless we break the smog
layer. Cloud seeding can help
mitigate the crisis and provide
immediate relief to citizens,”
Rai said. Emphasising the
urgency of the current
situation, Rai said in his letter,
“I request the Union
Environment Minister to
convene an emergency
meeting with all stakeholders,
including IIT Kanpur and
relevant central agencies, to
fast-track the clearances
required for artificial rain.”
This cloud seeding technique,
which involves the aerial
dispersion of salt particles like
silver iodide or chloride into
clouds to induce rain, is being

considered as a potential
solution to the city’s dire air
quality issues. While the
concept of cloud seeding is
not new, its effectiveness in
combating air pollution
remains a subject of debate
among experts. The method’s
success hinges on optimal
atmospheric conditions,
including adequate moisture
and humidity in the clouds,
and the presence of specific
cloud types that grow
vertically. 
The high cost and uncertainty
of outcomes also raise
questions about the viability
of this approach as a
sustainable solution to air
pollution. Additionally,
concerns have been raised
about the potential
environmental impacts of
altering natural processes
through cloud seeding.
Experts emphasise the need
for more research to
understand the long-term
effects of this intervention and
call for a multi-disciplinary

approach to policy
formulation in this area. 
He also said that the
government is in talks with
experts to enforce emergency
measures like odd-even and
work-from-home options if
the pollution levels in Delhi
continue to remain in the
severe-plus zone-above 450-
in the coming days. Delhi is
not new to the odd-even
vehicle rationing scheme.
First implemented in 2016,
the AAP government’s
initiative aimed to control
vehicular emissions in the city
by only allowing private
vehicles whose registration
number ends with an odd
number to ply on odd dates
and even registration
numbers to ply on even dates.
Vehicles with registration
numbers ending in even
digits (0, 2, 4, 6, 8) are allowed
on the roads on even dates,
while those with registration
numbers ending in odd digits
(1, 3, 5, 7, 9) are permitted on
odd dates. 
“A decision on implementing
work-from-home measures
and the odd-even scheme will
be taken soon to tackle the
city’s worsening air quality,”
Rai said. He said, “People,
including children and senior
citizens, are struggling to
breathe and we deeply regret
this situation.” On the
possibility of implementing
work-from-home measures,
Rai stated, “We will take a
decision on this soon.”
The minister added that the
government has already
imposed significant
restrictions on vehicles under
GRAP-IV. “We are analysing
the impact of these measures.
If the analysis shows a positive
outcome, we will take further
decisions accordingly,” he
said.
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The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) expressed

strong displeasure over the
administration’s failure to
maintain the cleanliness of
the Ganga in Varanasi. In a
scathing rebuke, the tribunal
even suggested that a board
be put up on the banks of the
river, stating that Ganga water
in the city is not safe for
bathing. 
The reprimand came during a
hearing regarding the slow
progress of the restoration of
Asi and Varuna, two
important tributaries of the
Ganges. The NGT bench, led
by Justice Arun Kumar Tyagi
and Dr. A Santhil Vel, asked
Varanasi District Magistrate

(DM) S Rajlingam whether
the water of the Ganga in
Varanasi was fit for drinking
or bathing.
When the DM remained
silent, the tribunal remarked
sharply, “If this is the case,
why not place boards along
the riverbank stating that the
Ganga water in Varanasi is
not suitable for bathing or
drinking?” In response, DM
Rajlingam said, “It’s not
within my jurisdiction. The
District Magistrate acts in
accordance with government
directives.” 
The NGT bench,
unimpressed by the DM’s
reply, reminded him of the
considerable power vested in
his office, urging him not to
appear “helpless” in the face
of the situation. The tribunal

then directed the
government’s advocate to
submit an affidavit detailing
the current status of the
restoration of Asi and Varuna
and the condition of the
Ganga by the next hearing,
which is scheduled for
December 13. 
This marks the second time in
recent months that the NGT
has expressed its
dissatisfaction with the
Varanasi administration’s
efforts. Three months ago, the
tribunal imposed a fine of Rs
10,000 on the DM for failing
to comply with its orders
concerning the Ganga’s
restoration. 
During the hearing,
petitioner Saurabh Tiwari
highlighted that despite
repeated meetings and official

discussions, no tangible
progress had been made on
the ground in terms of
cleaning the Ganga and
restoring the tributaries. The
NGT was informed that the
restoration of the Asi and
Varuna rivers was moving at a
slow pace, with 40 meetings

having taken place, but no
visible work was evident. 
The bench questioned DM
Rajlingam about his efforts
since taking office in Varanasi
in November 2022 and asked
what measures had been
implemented during his
tenure. The tribunal also

noted that the renovation of
the tributaries was meant to
be completed within a 12-
month deadline, set by the
NGT in 2021. However, more
than 33 months have passed,
and the situation remains
largely unchanged. 
The government’s lawyer,
Bhanwar Pal Jadoun,
presented the state’s efforts,
including the Pollution
Control Board’s initiatives to
clean the Ganga. However,
the bench found the
explanations unsatisfactory,
emphasizing the need for
concrete actions. 
The petition, filed on August
4, 2024, highlighted the slow
progress of the restoration
work for Asi and Varuna. The
NGT had originally set a five-
year deadline for the

completion of the restoration
in 2021, but after over three
years, little on-the-ground
action has been seen. 
The restoration process
officially began after a
meeting of the Supervisory
and Execution Committees in
November 2021, but as per
the petitioner, the project
remains confined to
bureaucratic processes, with
no substantial work visible in
the river areas. 
As the December 13 hearing
approaches, all eyes are now
on the state government and
district administration to
provide accountability for the
lack of progress and to step up
efforts to restore the Ganga
and its tributaries, which are
crucial for the ecological
balance of the region.
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Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna
on Tuesday said all judges

have been asked to allow
virtual hearings wherever
possible in view of the severe
pollution levels in the
National Capital Region. As
soon as the Bench comprising
the CJI and Justice Sanjay
Kumar assembled, lawyers,
including Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) president
Kapil Sibal, referred to the
worsening pollution in Delhi
and NCR and sought
immediate measures to deal
with it. “We have told all the
judges to allow virtual
hearings wherever possible,”
the CJI said. 
The CJI, however, did not
allow the submissions that
the SC should go online and
reiterated that the lawyers
have the option to appear
online. Sibal said a message
is needed to be sent to other
courts and tribunals in the
national capital in this
regard as the “pollution is
getting out of control.” He
was supported by various
lawyers that also included
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta and Gopal
Sankaranarayanan.
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The Himachal Pradesh
High Court has ordered

the attachment of Himachal
Bhawan located in Delhi for
the recovery of Rs 150 Crore
owed by the state government
to Seli Hydropower Electrical
Company following an
arbitration ruling in favour of
the power firm.
Passing the order on Monday,
a single-judge bench of Justice
Ajay Mohan Goel said the
company may take
appropriate steps for the
auction of Himachal Bhawan
located in central Delhi's
Mandi House area thereof.
Advocate General Anup
Rattan said the Himachal
Pradesh government has filed
an appeal against the initial
HC order and it is likely to
come up for hearing this
month. The case pertains to
the 340 MW Seli Hydropower
Electric Project on the
Chenab River in Lahaul and
Spiti district.
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In what came as a major
embarrassment for the

ruling MahaYuti on the eve of
the Maharashtra Assembly
polls, Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) national general
secretary Vinod Tawde found
himself in a fierce controversy
over the alleged distribution
of cash to some people,
following the claims by
Bahujan Vikas Aghadi (BVA)
that it had caught him red-
handed in the act.
The controversy erupted after
BVA founder and six-time
Member of the Legislative
Assembly (MLA) from Vasai,
Hitendra Thakur and his son
Kshitij Thakur, a three-time
MLA from Nalasopara,
alleged that their party
colleagues and workers had
seen Tawde distributing
money to people. They
alleged that Tawde had
arrived with Rs 5 Crore for
giving it to BJP candidate
Rajan Naik for distribution to
people in  Vasai-Virar area of
Palghar district.
Cashing in on the allegations,
leader of the Opposition in

Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi of
the Congress singled out
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for an attack “Modiji,
from whose safe did these Rs
5 Crore come? Who looted
the public’s money and sent
you in the tempo?,” Rahul
asked.  
Congress general secretary
in-charge of Maharashtra
Ramesh Chennithala
demanded the arrest of
Tawde. A BJP general
secretary, Tawade has been
caught red-handed while
distributing money in Vasai-
Virar. The allegation against
him is that Tawde distributed
Rs 5 Crore among people on
the eve of elections. That
being the case, Tawde should
be arrested immediately,”
Chennithala said.  
The controversy broke out
when BJP’s Tawde had gone
to the deluxe Le Vivanta
Hotel at Virar (East). The
BVA leaders alleged that he
was carrying Rs 5  Crore
cash, along with some
‘diaries’. The drama that
unfolded in the morning
lasted for more than eight
hours.
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Amidst the crackdown on
vehicles falling under

scrap years, vintage car
aficionados heaved a sigh of
relief as Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai  Kumar
Saxena came to their rescue,
directing the Delhi Transport
Department that there
should be no coercive action
on the registered vintage
vehicles. However, this has
come with a rider that they
are not to be driven on roads
or used for commercial
purposes. There are around
10,000 registered vintage cars
in India.
LG Saxena has directed that
bona fide vintage vehicles will
no longer face coercive action
by the Transport Department
and the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD.
According to Raj Niwas, the
LG has asked the
Commissioner Transport and
Commissioner (MCD) to
ensure that their enforcement
wings desist from coercive
action in case of such bona
fide vehicles.
Acting on a representation
made by the Heritage
Motoring Club of India,
highlighting that their
vehicles are being impounded
by the authorities and
requesting for clarificatory
orders in this regard, the LG
had asked his Secretariat to
issue appropriate directions. 
The transport department’s
data shows there are

60,14,493 such vehicles in
Delhi.  The enforcement
teams of the Transport
Department and Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
impound diesel vehicles older
than 10 years and petrol
vehicles older than 15 years
for scrapping. The Supreme
Court in its order in 2019,
banned plying of such end-of-
life vehicles in Delhi.
“The LG has taken note of
harassment being faced by the
vintage car owners and
directed the Transport and
MCD to desist from
impounding bona fide
vintage vehicles for
scrapping,” said the note. The

notification issued by
MoRTH on July 15, 2021, has
enabled provision for the
registration of vehicles that
are 50 years old or more as
vintage vehicles, the LG
secretariat said.
Based on the notification of
MoRTH, the Transport
Department of Delhi
government on December 2,
2021, ordered for allotment of
common series “DLVA”
“DLVA” for vintage vehicles.
In further orders, the
department specified the
procedure for application and
issuance of a certificate of
registration as a vintage
motor vehicle.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and his

Chinese counterpart Wang Yi
deliberated on the next steps
in India-China ties at a
meeting in Rio de Janeiro, in
the first high-level
engagement since the
militaries of the two sides
disengaged from Demchok
and Depsang at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in
eastern Ladakh. The two
leaders held the delegation-
level talks on the sidelines of
the G20 Summit in Rio de
Janeiro late on Monday.
The EAM said in a social
media post both sides noted
the progress in the recent
disengagement of the border
areas and exchanged views on
the next steps in the bilateral
ties. It is learnt that both sides
are in the process of reviving
various dialogue mechanisms
including the special
representatives talks on the
boundary question as decided
at a meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
in the Russian city of Kazan
last month.
Days after the two sides
reached an agreement on
October 21 on disengagement
in Demchok and Depsang,
Indian and Chinese militaries
completed the process
marking a virtual end to over
four-year standoff in the two

friction points.
The two sides also resumed
patrolling activities in these
areas after a gap of almost
four-and-a-half years. “On
the sidelines of the G20
Summit in Rio, met CPC
Politburo member and FM
Wang Yi of China,”
Jaishankar said, adding,
“We noted the progress in
the recent disengagement in
the India-China border
areas. And exchanged views
on the next steps in our
bilateral ties. “Also
discussed the global
situation.”
In his opening remarks at the
talks, Jaishankar referred to
the meeting between
PMModi and President Xi on

October 23 on the sidelines of
the BRICS summit. “In
Kazan, our leaders reached a
consensus on taking the next
steps in our relationship,
bearing in mind the
understanding of October 21.
I am glad to note that on the
ground, the implementation
of that understanding has
proceeded as planned,” he
said.
“Our leaders have directed
that the Foreign Ministers
and the Special
Representatives should meet
at an early date. Some
progress, some discussions
have happened in that
direction,” he said. Jaishankar
and Wang discussed the next
steps in the meeting.
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Russian President
Vladimir Putin is likely

to visit India next year as
part of a laid down structure
between the two countries
for reciprocal annual visits
by their leaders, diplomatic
sources said on Tuesday. The
two sides are looking at the
possibility of the visit but
nothing has been finalised
yet, they said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi invited the Russian
President to visit India when
the two leaders held summit
talks in Moscow in July.
Prime Minister Modi visited
Kazan in Russia last month
to attend the BRICS summit.
Earlier on Tuesday, Kremlin
Spokesman Dmitry Peskov
in a video interaction with
senior Indian Editors
referred to the strong
bilateral relationship
between India and Russia,
and added Putin's visit is on
the cards. He did not give
any specific dates or make a
definitive announcement of
the visit. The interaction was
organised by the Russian
state-owned Sputnik news
agency.
"We are looking forward to
the visit. The dates will be
mutually worked out soon,"
Peskov said.  "Specific dates
of President Vladimir Putin's
visit to India will soon be
announced and Russia will
begin preparing for it," he
said.
"I hope soon we'll work out
the precise dates of his visit...
Of course, after two visits of
Prime Minister Modi to
Russia, now we have a visit of
the President to India, so
we're looking forward to it,"
he added.

CJI asks judges to
allow virtual hearings
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We Sudhir Kumar Jain 

S/O Late Om Parkash And 

Sunita Jain W/O  Sudhir 

Kumar Jain R/O # 37 Sector -

8, Panchkula Haryana  My 

Son Paresh Jain And His Wife 

Neha Goyal  Are Out Of Our 

Control. We Disown Them 

From Our All Moveable 

Immovable Properties. 

Anybody Dealing With Them 

At Their Own Risk. 

I,  Gurjeet Kaur w/o late 

Sh. Kuldip Singh R/o  #926 

Adarsh nagar Naya Gaon 

Mohali Punjab my son Gurek 

Singh his wife Jyoti Batra and 

his son Viraaj Singh are out of 

my control.  I disown them 

from my all moveable 

immovable properties. 

Anybody dealing with them at 

their own risk. 

I, Gurbaksh Singh S/O 

Late Bala Ram R/O Village 

Ramsar Bitna, Pinjore, Kalka 

(Panchkula) Declared That I 

Disowned My Son Akshay & 

His Wife Neelam From My 

Movable -Immovable Property 

On 30.06.2019 Through 

Newspaper. Now My Son 

Akshay And His Wife Neelam 

Are Under My Control And 

Giving Regard To Me & My 

Family, So Now I Have Given 

Full Rights To Both Of Them In 

My Movable-Immovable 

Property & Previous 

Publication Dated 30.06.2019 

Be Cancelled. 

I, Lal Mohammad S/o 

Jumi R/o House  No. 1477, 

Phase 3, Baltana, Zirakpur 

SAS Nagar, Punjab declare 

that my son Nazrul Islam is out 

of my control. So I disown him 

from all my 

moveable/immoveable 

properties. If anybody deals 

with him they will do their own 

risk/responsibility. 

I, Ravinder S/O Sh. 

Ramesh R/O Village Raipur  

PO-Shahpur Turk,Sonipat, 

Haryana 131001 Has 

Disowned My Daughter 

Mhima From My All Movable-

Immovable Property As She Is 

Out Of My Control. In Future, 

If Anybody Deals With Her, 

He/She Will Do At Their Own 

Risk. 

I, Maya Rani W/o  Late 

Sh. Sugan Chand Mittal R/o 

House No 334, Sector 46-A , 

Chandigarh Inform that my 

Daughter Renu Singla W/o 

Late Ishwar Singla and their 

Children Komal Singla and 

Rudra Singla  are out of my  

Control . I Disown them from 

my all moveable and 

immoveable Properties. 

Anybody deal with them will 

do at their own Risk. 

We, Rajapal S/o Banarsi 

Dass &amp; Mrs. Ramkali W/o 

Rajapal R/o Vill. Urlana Kalan, 

Distt. Panipat, Haryana 

declare that our son Sunil and 

his wife Sarita are completely 

out of our control. So we 

disown them from all our 

moveable immoveable 

properties. In future anybody 

dealing with them at their own 

risk , our family members will 

not be responsible. 

 I, Jasvinder Singh 

Randhawa S/o Sh. Randhir 

Singh Randhawa R/o #2612, 

Sector 47-C, Chandigarh 

declared that my son Harman 

Singh Randhawa is out of my 

control, I Disown him from all 

my Moveable And 

Immoveable Property. In 

future Any Body Deals with 

him in any matter at their own 

Risk & responsibility. 

I, Mukesh Kumar S/o Sh. 

Jai Singh R/o 107, Salimsar 

Majra (186), Sonipat, Haryana 

131022 has disowned my 

daughter Komal, Ruchi & my 

son Shiv from my all movable-

immovable property as they 

are out of my control. In future, 

if anybody deals with them, 

he/she will do at their own risk. 

I, Mukesh Kumar S/o Sh. 

Jai Singh R/o 107, Salimsar 

Majra (186), Sonipat, Haryana 

131022 has break all my 

relations with my wife Sushila 

Devi as she is out of my 

control. In future, if anybody 

deals with her, he/she will do 

at their own risk. 

I, Karmjeet Singh son of 

Shri Shamsher Singh resident 

of village Manakya Po. 

Ramgarh district Panchkula, 

Haryana, declare that my son 

Dheeraj Kumar is out of my 

control, so I  disown him from 

all my moveable and 

immovable properties, 

anybody dealing with him at 

their own risk. 

I, Jaswinder Kaur W/o 

Sardool Singh R/o Village 

Gandra, Distt. Jalandhar 

declare that my son Inderdeep 

Singh Kang & his wife 

Rupinder Kaur are out of my 

control. So I disinherit them 

from all my moveable and 

immoveable properties. If 

anybody deal with them I shall 

not be responsible. 

I,Sudesh Rani W/o Late 

Surender Kumar Gulati 64-D, 

New Luxmi Nagar, Jandli 

Ambala City My Son Chirag 

Gulati is out of my control. I, 

disown them  from all My 

moveable and immoveable 

properties. If Anybody deals 

with him at Their Own risk. 

It, is for general 

information that I, NEELAM 

RANI W/O SANDEEP residing 

at HOUSE NO.38, VPO-

SHAMSUKH (136), HISAR, 

HARYANA-125047 declare 

that the name of mine has 

been wrongly written as 

NEELAM in my minor 

daughter SUHANI aged 17 

years in his CBSE CLASS 

10th EDUCATIONAL 

DOCUMENTS. The actual 

name of mine is NEELAM 

RANI which may be amended 

accordingly. It is certified that 

I have complied with other 

legal requirements in this 

connection. 

It, Is For General 

Information That I, 

SHASHANK MITTAL S/O 

SHRI PUNEET MITTAL R/O 

1845, Sector-15,Sonipat, 

Haryana 131001 Declares 

That My Name Has Been 

Wrongly Written As 

SHASHANK In My 10th Class 

And 12th Class Marksheet 

Cum Certificate.The Actual 

Name Of Mine Is SHASHANK 

MITTAL, Which May Be 

Amended Accordingly. 

It, Is For General 

Information That I, NISHA 

W/O SHRI RAVI KUMAR 

GODARA R/O VILLAGE 

SURKHPUR JHAJJAR 

HARYANA-124103 Declare 

That Name Of Mine Has Been 

Wrongly Written As NISHA 

DAHIYA In My Service 

Record. The Actual Name Of 

Mine Is NISHA, Which May 

Be Amended Accordingly. 

I, Rajinder Singh S/o  

Late Sh. Pritam Singh R/o  

Kothi No. 230, Phase-2, SAS 

Nagar (Mohali) Punjab, 

declare that my wife Pritpal 

Kaur and my younger son 

Bhavneet Singh are out of my 

control so I  disown them from 

all my movable /  immovable 

property.  Anyone dealing with 

them shall be responsible for 

any loss. 

I, Abhinav Sharma S/o  

Sandeep Kumar R/o  #32 

Golden Estate Baltana SAS 

Nagar Mohali Punjab my St. 

Xavier’s High School 

Panchkula whose Unique ID 

is 7768157 in ICSE Board 

2023 my father's name 

Sandeep Sharma is wrongly 

recorded. The correct name is 

Sandeep Kumar. Please 

correct my document. And in 

future he will be known as 

Sandeep Kumar. 

I, Navreen Randhawa 

D/o Manjit Singh R/o Village 

Batala PO Hardo Khundapur 

Tehsil Mukerian Distt 

Hoshiarpur (Punjab), inform 

that I Am Known by the names 

Navreen Randhawa and 

Navreen Kaur Randhawa. 

Both names are mine. 

I, Tarsem Singh S/o 

Sulakkhan Singh r/o Gram 

Sitalpur Marauri Post 

Meerpur, hemupura, Mirpur 

Hamupura, PO Meerpur 

Hamipur Dist Pilibhit, Uttar 

Pradesh-262202 declare that 

in Passport No 7348047 of my 

son Ranajit Singh, my name 

wrongly written as Tarasem 

Singh. My correct name is 

Tarsem Singh. Concerned 

note. 

I, Vijnesh Devi is legally 

wedded wife of Surendra 

Singh Resident of Village-

Sarkoria, Post 

Office-Pachavari, District-

Aligarh Pincode-202123, 

State- Uttar Pradesh have 

changed my name from 

Vijnesh to Vijnesh Devi due to 

wrong name recorded in my 

husband’s army service 

record vide affidavit no IN-

UP65761155608543W before 

Norary Public Aligarh dated 

18/11/2024 

I, Sambhaji father of 

Army No JC-356058H N/Sub 

Bedge Arun Sambhaji R/o 

Kognoli, Sangli, Maharashtra- 

416418 have changed my 

name from Sambhaji to 

Sambhaji Ramchandra 

Bedage & my date of birth 

from 09.08.1952 to 

01.01.1955 vide affidavit 

dated 19.11.2024 before 

Session Court, Distt. Hisar 

I, Malan Mother of Army 

No JC-356058H N/Sub Bedge 

Arun Sambhaji R/o Kognoli, 

Sangli, Maharashtra- 416418 

have changed my name from 

Malan to Malan Sambhaji 

Bedage & my date of birth 

from 20.10.1956 to 

01.01.1959 vide affidavit 

dated 19.11.2024 before 

Session Court, Distt. Hisar. 

We, Sanjeev Khanna son 

of Sri Ram Khanna and Sonia 

Khanna wife of Sri Sanjeev 

Khanna resident of 2355, 

Lohgarh Gate, Katra Moti Ram, 

Amritsar who our son Ramit 

Khanna and daughter-in-law 

Gargi who are not in our 

command, do not listen to us, 

do our own will. We evict them 

from their movable and 

immovable property, we and 

any member of our family will 

not be responsible for any of 

their bad good deeds, loss of 

profit or loss. 

I, Bindiya Verma W/o Amit 

Verma  R/o Amambara Chowk, 

Gurdaspur declare that in 

school record of daughter 

Mannat Verma, my name 

(mother’s name) have wrongly 

recorded as Bindia Verma. My 

correct name is Bindiya Verma. 

Concerned  note. 

I, Neelima Gangal W/o 

Saurabh Gangal R/o H.no 449, 

second floor Sector 46A 

Chandigarh, declared that in my 

aadhar card my date of birth is 

wrongly mentioned as 07-10-

1983, whereas my correct date 

of birth is07-10-1984. 

I, Rajeet Singh S/o 

Shriram R/o Village 

Chhichhrana, Gohana, Sonipat 

declared that in the school 

records of my son Aryan, my 

name is wrongly recorded as 

Rajeet and child's mother's 

name is Neeti, whereas my 

correct name is Rajeet Singh 

and child's mother's correct 

name is Neeti Devi. Please 

concern it . 

I, Hanamant Durgappa 

Patil legally brother of 

No.16134311X Rank L/Nk 

Name Mahesh Patil Unit 4 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO Bathinda 

Cantt. (Punjab) permanent 

resident of Kotabagi, Distt. 

Belagavi, State Karnataka-

591310 declare That I have 

changed my DOB from 

04.02.2004 to 28.01.2004 vide 

affidavit dated 19.11.2024. 

I, Savitri Devi Wife of Shri 

Ram Chander Resident of 

Village Phullan Tehsil and 

District Fatehabad, Haryana do 

here by solemnly affirm and 

declare  That I have changed 

my name from Savitri to Savitri 

Devi due to wrong promulgated 

in service record of my son Anil 

Kumar. Now I am applying for 

the correction of my name as 

Savitri Devi instead of Savitri. 

Objection if any may submit the 

same to the concerned authority 

with in Seven days from the 

publication of this notice. 

I, No. 15194861N Abhay 

Vikram Singh Rank NK S/o 

Updesh Singh R/o Singhowal, 

PO. Dagan, Tehsil Mukerian, 

(Hoshiarpur) Punjab declare 

that in my Army Record the 

name of my daughter wrongly 

recorded as Devika. But the 

correct name of my daughter is 

Devika Thakur. 

I, Bimla Devi W/o No. 

14296482-P Ex Hav/Hony Nb 

Sub Jai Kishan S/o Sh. Chand 

Ram Deswal R/o Vill. & P.O. 

Baliana, Teh. Sampla, Distt. 

Rohtak (Haryana) declare that 

my name Bimala Devi is 

wrongly mentioned in my 

husband Army record. But my 

correct & actual name is Bimla 

Devi. vide affidavit dated 

19.11.2024 before Notary 

Public Rohtak. 

I, SALUNKE GEETA 

MANGESH is legally wedded 

spouse of Service no 

15709073M RANK NK NAME 

SALUNKE MANGESH BABAN 

presently residing at 2 CSR(A) 

C/O 56 APO have changed my 

NAME FROM SALUNKE 

GEETA MANGESH TO GEETA 

MANGESH SALUNKE 

I, Balbir Kaur, wife of Shri 

Malkit Singh, resident of H.No. 

295, Village Saha, Tehsil Saha, 

District Ambala, declare that my 

name is Gurdeep Kaur in my 

school certificate, whereas my 

name is Balbir Kaur in my 

Aadhar card. Hence, Gurdeep 

Kaur and Balbir Kaur are the 

same woman, i.e. I have two 

names. In future, I should be 

known as Balbir Kaur. 

I,  Tejpal S/o Shri Jai 

Singh, Resident Ward No. 10, 

Raipurviran, Near Power 

House, Naraingarh, Tehsil 

Naraingarh, District Ambala 

Haryana, My daughter's name 

is Tanish Kalandra as per her 

birth certificate, I have changed 

her name from Tanish Kalandra 

to Tanishq Kalandra. In future 

my daughter should be known 

as Tanishq Kalandra. 

I, NARMADA BALPANDE 

is mother of No. 15708319N 

Rank HAV Name JITENDRA 

BALPANDE, Permanent 

Resident of Ward No. 8, Gram 

Pailepar (marud) Marood, 

Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh - 

480338, India, have changed 

my Date of Birth from 04-10-

1963 to 01-01-1964, Vide 

Affidavit No. IN-

PB80826122607482W, Dated 

19-11-2024, Before Distt. Court, 

Amritsar. 

 I, Army No. 15708319N 

Rank HAV Name JITENDRA 

BALPANDE, Permanent 

Resident of Ward No. 8, Gram 

Pailepar (marud) Marood, 

Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh 

480338, India, have changed 

my Daughter Name from 

POORVA BALPANDE to 

POORVA JITENDRA 

BALPANDE, Vide Affidavit No. 

IN-PB80825508183575W, 

Dated 19- 11-2024, Before 

Distt. Court, Amritsar. 

I, Vennila Vediyappan Is 

Mother Of No. 16118007K, 

NK, Tamilarasan V Of Unit 22 

Engr Regt C/O 56 APO 

Ferozepur Residing Of D No 

3/357, Parayappatti, 

Parayappatti, Dharmapuri 

State Tamil Nadu Pin-635305 

Declare That My Name 

Vennila And My Date Of Birth 

10/02/1970 Wrongly Written In 

My Son Army Service Records 

But My Correct Name Is 

Vennila Vediyappan And Date 

Of Birth 14/10/1975. 

I, Elanthendral Selvam Is 

Wife Of No. 16118007K, NK, 

Tamilarasan V Of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 APO Ferozepur 

Residing Of No 2/231, 

Chettikuttai, Kongavembu, 

Vadapatti, Kongavembu, 

Dharmapuri State Tamil Nadu 

Pin-636902 Declare That My 

Name Elanthendral Wrongly 

Written In My Husband Army 

Service Records But My 

Correct Name Is Elanthendral 

Selvam. 

I, Vediyappan 

Kuppagoundar Is Father Of 

No. 16118007K, NK, 

Tamilarasan V Of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 APO Ferozepur 

Residing Of D No 3/357, 

Parayappatti, Parayappatti, 

Dharmapuri State Tamil Nadu 

Pin-635305 Declare That My 

Name Vediyappan Wrongly 

Written In My Son Army 

Service Records But My 

Correct Name Is Vediyappan 

Kuppagoundar. 

I, Pasupuleti 

Venkateswarlu Is Legally 

Father Of Army No. 

16114781F, L/HAV, Pasupuleti 

Venkata Ramana Of Unit 41 

Task Force C/O 56 APO 

Residing Of Village Komalolu 

Post Komalolu Mandal 

Komalolu Tehsil Komalolu 

Dist. Prakasam State Andhra 

Pradesh PIN-523373 Declare 

That My Name P 

Venkateswarlu And My Date 

Of Birth 01.07.1972 Wrongly 

Written In My Son Army 

Service Records But My 

Correct Name Is Pasupuleti 

Venkateswarlu Date Of Birth 

01/01/1969. 

I, Manjit Kaur Wife Of 

Army No 2469830F Ex Nk 

Harbans Singh S/O Dalip 

Singh Resident Of VPO Jhoke 

Hari Har Tehsil And Distt 

Ferozepur, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From 

Manjit Kaur To Manjeet Kaur 

And Also Change My Date Of 

Birth From 12 May 1960 To 01 

Jan 1963 In My Husband Army 

Service Records As Per 

Affidavit Dated 19 Nov 2024. 

I, Service No. JC 850492F 

Rank NB SUB Dharmendra 

Kumar Maurya R/o Unit-254 

Army AVN SQN ALH (WSI) 

declare that in my Service 

record, my mother’s name and 

date of birth wrongly 

mentioned as Kawala Devi 

and 01.07.1055. Her correct 

name and DOB are Kevala 

Devi and 12.06.1949. 

Concerned note. 

I, Kaptan Singh S/O Sh. 

Paan Singh R/O Village 

Naguran, Teh. Alewa, Distt Jind 

Have Changed My Son Name 

Preet To Preet Singh For All 

Future Purposes.  

I, Sanjeev Kumar Verma 

S/o Mela Ram Verma R/o # 883, 

Dera Sahib, Manimajra 

Chandigarh Declare that I have 

change my name from Sanjeev 

Kumar to Sanjeev Kumar 

Verma. 

I, Manpreet Singh S/O 

Ranjeet Singh R/O 

Shamshabad, Sirsa Have 

Changed My Name From 

Manpreet Singh To Singh 

Manpreet. 

I, Davinder Kumar Son of 

Shri Naseeb Singh R/o House 

No. 701/10, BDC, Sector 26, 

Chandigarh declare that my real 

name is Davinder Kumar & 

Davinder Rana are the same 

and one person. In future I will be 

known as Davinder Kumar for all 

purpose in future. 

I, Hanish Kumar Son of 

Davinder Kumar R/o House No. 

701/10, BDC, Sector 26, 

Chandigarh declare that my real 

name is Hanish Kumar & Hanish 

are the same and one person.  In 

future I will be known as Hanish 

Kumar for all purpose in future. 

I. Varinder Kumar Ralhan 

S/O Ram Lal R/O H.No.1397 

St.No.01 Krishna Nagar Moga 

Have Changed My Name To 

Varinder Kumar. 

I, Harjinder Singh 

Dhaliwal S/O Mehal Singh R/O 

Vill. Said Mohammad Distt. 

Moga Have Changed My Name 

To Harjinder Singh. 

I, Akshay Kumar S/O 

Sansar Chand R/O Vpo. 

Adamwal Hoshiarpur Punjab 

Declare That My Given Name 

As Akshay And My Surname As 

Kumar. 

I, Rohit Kumar S/O 

Lakhwinder Singh R/O 

Dasmesh Colony Mukerian 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

Declare That My Given Name 

As Rohit And Surname As 

Kumar. 

I, Baldeep S/O Gurmit Lal 

R/O Vill. Dhadda Bawa Moher 

Singh P.O. Bulhowal District 

Hoshiarpur Declare That My 

Given Name As Baldeep And 

Surname As Singh. 

I, Satish Kumar S/O 

Shankar Dass R/O House 

No.398, Dhesian Mohalla Near 

Chatta Bazar Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My 

Name From Satish Sharma To 

Satish Kumar. 

I, Jai Narain Singh S/o 

Sh. Gordhan Saini R/o V&PO 

Barota, Teh. Gohana, Distt. 

Sonepat, Haryana have 

changed my name to Jai 

Narain Saini for all future 

purposes. 

I, Sonia Verma Daughter 

of Surinder Kumar Resident of 

1309 Lower Kurari Mohalla 

Kalka Panchkula 133302 

Haryana and Presently 

Residing at 5942 168st Surrey 

British Columbia Canada 

V3S3X6 do hereby Change My 

Name from Sonia to Sonia 

Verma with immediate effect. 

I, Reena  W/o Sunil Kumar 

R/o Gali No 3 Mayapuri colony 

Karnal Road, Distt Kaithal have 

Changed my name from Reena 

to Reena devi.In future I want 

to be known as Reena Devi. 

I, Bhagwan Dass s/o 

Roshan Lal r/o H.n. 522, 

Jagannath Colony, Jakhal 

Mandi, Tehsil Tohana, District 

Fatehabad, Haryana 125133, 

declare that I have changed my 

daughter's name from *Dua* 

(*Jiana*) to *Jiana Gupta* for 

all future purposes. 

I, Rajinder Pal Singh S/O 

Kulwant Singh R/O 1410, 

Mukharji Park, Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar Have Changed 

My Name From Rajender Pal 

To Rajinder Pal Singh. 

I, Kaushaliya Devi W/o 

Afzal R/o House No 2456 , 

Sector 28-C, Chandigarh have 

Changed My Name from 

Kaushaliya Devi to Kausar. 

CHANGE OF DOB I, RAM 

LALLU SINGH F/O NO. 

17010309H CFN, BIJENDRA 

SINGH OF RESIDENT NEW 

RAJEEV NAGAR SEMERA 

KALA BHOPAL (M.P.) MY 

CHANGED DOB IS 17/05/1966 

ΤΟ 21/01/1970 AFFIDAVIT 

DATED 14/10/24. 

I, Balwinder Singh S/o 

Sh. Surjit Singh R/o Flat No. 

15-B, Divine Appartment, 

Golden Enclave, Lohgarh, 

Zirakpur, Punjab declare that 

Baljit Singh & Balwinder Singh 

is one & same person. 

I, Gurpreet Kaur W/o Sh. 

Balwinder Singh R/o Flat No. 

15-B, Divine Apartment, 

Golden Enclave, Lohgarh, 

Zirakpur, Punjab declare that 

Gupreet Kaur & Simran Jit Kaur 

is one & same person. 

I, C.G. 

RAJINIKAANTHAN S/o Sh. 

P.C. GANASHON & Mrs. 

CHANDRIKA 

RAJINIKAANTHAN, 

Father/Mother of 

Rajinikaanthan Abhinav, R/o 

House No. 134, Sector 24, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

minor Son name from 

Rajinikaanthan Abhinav to 

Ganashon Rajinikaanthan 

Abhinav. 

I, Smt. Paramjit Kaur W/o 

No. 3394644X Late Hav 

Harbhajan Singh (Retd.) R/o 

Pooja Colony, Pehowa, P.O. 

Pehowa, Tehsil Pehowa, 

District Kurukshetra declare 

that in my husband's service 

record my name is wrongly 

written as Paramjeet Kaur 

instead of Paramjit Kaur & 

D.O.B. 10.03.1982 instead of 

05.09.1981. 

I, Dipanshu S/o Sushil 

Kumar R/o Hans Colony, 

Fatehabad, Tehsil & Distt. 

Fatehabad declares that in 10th 

& 12th marksheet my father's 

name wrongly mentioned as 

Sushil while in other documents 

my father's name is Sushil 

Kumar. Now, I want to record 

my father's name as Sushil 

Kumar in my 10th &12th 

marksheet. 

I, Sandeep S/o Ved 

Parkash R/o H.No. Ward No. 9, 

Near Shoba M.C. Rajiv Nagar, 

Hisar (Haryana) have changed 

my name from Sandeep 

Gakhar urf Sandeep to 

Sandeep for all purposes in 

future. 

I, Sukhwinder Kaur S/O 

Nirmal Singh, R/O VPO 

Saidowal Khurd Distt. 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name Sukhwinder Kaur to 

Sukhwinder Singh. Please 

concerned note. 

 I, Kuldip Kaur W/o Jagir 

Singh R/o Village and Post 

Office Mari Tanda Tehsil Batala 

Distt Gurdaspur  have changed 

my name from Kuldip Kaur to 

Kuldeep Kaur. Concerned 

note. 

 I, Tanush Gupta S/o Ajay 

Gupta R/o HNo. 513/19, Sri 

Ram Colony, Gurdaspur 

(Punjab) PIN-143521 have 

changed my name from 

Tanush Gupta to Tanush 

Mahajan. Concerned note. 

I Vishva Mitter Gupta S/o 

Dhani Ram Gupta R/o House 

no. 27, Circular Road, Amritsar 

143001 have changed my 

name from Vishva Mitter Gupta 

to Vishwa Mitter Gupta. 

I Sunil S/o Sh. Dalip Singh 

R/o Mahenda Tehsil Hansi 

District Hisar state that my 

father's name is Dalip Singh in 

my LIC policy and his name is 

registered as Chudiya Ram in 

my bank account. Both the 

above names Dalip Singh and 

Chudiya Ram belong to the 

same person. My father is 

known and recognized by both 

these names. 

 I, Malkiat Singh S/o 

Pritam Singh R/o Village 

Rahalli PO Baddon, Tehsil 

Garhshankar, Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my 

name from Malkiat Singh to 

Malkiat Singh Mahal. 

Concerned note. 

I, Smt. Reshma Kaur W/o 

No. 1580572L Ex Hav 

Satvinder Singh R/o VPO 

Satnaur Tehsil Garhshankar, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Reshma Kaur to Resham Kaur. 

I, Sunil S/o Sh. Dalip 

Singh R/o Mahenda Tehsil 

Hansi District Hisar state that 

my father's name is Dalip 

Singh in my LIC policy and his 

name is registered as Chudiya 

Ram in my bank account. Both 

the above names Dalip Singh 

and Chudiya Ram belong to 

the same person. My father is 

known and recognized by both 

these names. 

I, Anjali w/o Krishnnan 

D/O Sh.Veeraswamy R/O # 

1447 Sector 25 , Bhaskar 

Colony, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Anjali 

to Anjla. My Correct Date Of 

Birth is: 09-11-1947. 

I, Service No – 9928059A 

Rank NK Name Tundup 

Wangtak Unit LSRC c/o 56 

APO declares that that the my 

wife name is wrongly written as 

Tsering Dolkar instead of  

Tsering Dolker and also her 

date of birth is wrongly 

recorder as 15.11.1983 instead 

of 15.11.1980 in my service 

record . my wife’s correct name 

is Tsering Dolker and her 

correct date of birth is 

15.11.1980 

I, Poonam Devi W/o 

Devender Singh R/o Village 

Kakroni, Tehsil Bilaspur, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar have changed 

my name from Poonam to 

Poonam Devi. 

I, Kunal Chechi S/o Rajbir 

Singh R/o 1542, Sector 17, 

Huda, Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Kunal to Kunal Chechi. In 

future I shall be known as 

Kunal Chechi. 

I, MAYUR MUKESHBHAI 

SHAH S/O. SH. MUKESH 

BHAI SHAH R/O. #3192, 

SECTOR 28-D, 

CHANDIGARH, I HAVE 

CHANGED MY MINOR SON 

NAME FROM PARAM 

MAYURBHAI SHAH TO 

PARAM MAYUR SHAH. 

I, REENA W/O RANVIR 

SINGH R/O. VPO 

BEHLOLPUR, TEH. & DISTT, 

SAS NAGAR, MOHALI, 

PUNJAB.  I HAVE CHANGED 

MY NAME FROM REENA TO 

REENA RANI. 

I, Suresh Chandra S/o 

Madhu Lal # 3656, Maloya 

Colony, Chandigarh have 

changed the name of my minor 

son from Aankit to Kartik. 

I, Asha Rani Devi W/o 

Hav Sukhwinder Singh R/o Vill. 

Kukowal PO Dihana Distt 

Hoshiarpur have changed my 

name from Asha Rani Devi to 

Asha Rani. All concerned to 

note. 

I, Poonam Gaur W/O 

Dinesh Gaur R/O # 1514/1, 

Spatu Road, Ambala city have 

changed my name from 

Poonam Chaudhary to 

Poonam Gaur. In future I 

should be known as Poonam 

Gaur. 

I, Rajiv Singh s/o Sh. 

Mangat Ram r/o Village 

Sankhera, Tehsil Chhachrauli, 

Distt Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from Rajive 

Singh to Rajiv Singh. 

I, Nisha Rani W/o Anshul 

Goyal R/o Flat No- F 51, GH 

94, PGI Society Sector - 20, 

Panchkula Haryana have 

changed my name to Nisha 

Goyal. 

I, Gurmit Singh S/o Surjit 

Singh R/o 482, Majitha Road, 

Green Field, Amritsar, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Gurmit Singh to Gurmeet 

Singh. 

I, Malkiat Singh father of 

Army No-19010026N LNK 

Ashwani Kumar 22 Sikh, 

presently residing at Village 

Uparli Dhamouli, Post Office 

Pathreri, Distt Ambala, State 

Haryana, PIN 134202 I have 

changed my name from 

Malkeet Singh to Malkiat Singh 

vide affidavit no ACS2024K15 

dated 19-11-2024 

I, Dinesh Kumar S/o 

Rajinder Kumar R/o 112 Durga 

Nagar Ambala City Haryana, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Dinesh Kumar To Dinesh 

Nanda 

I, G Rajan S/o Shri Ram 

Chander R/o H.No- 674, Sec-9 

Huda Ambala City inform that 

G Rajan & Gurbaksh Rajan are 

one and the same person.  

I, Rashmi Gulati W/o Late 

Sh. Yash Pal Gulati R/o H.No-

472 New Model Colony 

Ambala City inform that  

Rashmi Gulati & Rashmi Devi 

are  one and the same person. 

 I, Parveen Bala C/o 

Ashok Kumar Dhingra R/o 

H.No- C-32 Bawa Vihar AWHO 

complex Sec-9 Ambala City 

have changed my name to 

Parveen Dhingra. 

 I, RAKESH KUMAR 

GUMBER S/o HARBANS LAL 

R/o AMBALA CANTT DISTT 

AMBALA HARYANA I  HAVE 

CHANGED MY NAME FROM 

RAKESH KUMAR GUMBER 

TO RAKESH KUMAR . 

 I, DEEPAK S/O PAWAN 

KUMAR R/O 146/78 BHUNI 

Ambala Haryana, Have 

Changed My Name From 

DEEPAK to DEEPAK ATTRI. 

I, Kamlesh am mother of 

Army No-19010026N LNK 

Ashwani Kumar 22 Sikh, 

presently residing at Village 

Uparli Dhamouli, Post Office 

Pathreri, Distt Ambala, State 

Haryana, PIN 134202 I have 

changed my name from 

Kamlesh Devi to Kamlesh vide 

affidavit no ACS2024K12 dated 

19-11-2024. 

I, Sushma W/o Shri 

Gurbaksh Rajan R/o H.No- 

674, Sec-9 Huda Ambala City 

inform that Sushma and  

Sushma Sodhi  are  one and 

the same person.  

I, Mahender Kumar Garg 

S/o Mehar Chand R/o 167 

Mohalla Pathana Wala  ward 

no 03 Naraingarh distt Ambala 

134203 have changed my 

name from Mahender Kumar 

Garg to Mohinder Kumar. 

I, Sachin Kumar son of 

Sh. Tika Ram, resident of Ward 

No. 13, Khadda Colony, Old 

Hamida, Yamunanagar, Tehsil 

Jagadhri, Distt. Yamunanagar, 

I have change my name from 

Sachin to Sachin Kumar  and 

Date of Birth 17/09/1985  All 

concerned note. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Hariqbal Singh Son of 

Harpartap Singh residing at 

Steet No.14, Bathinda Road, 

Sri Muktsar Sahib-152026 

Punjab have changed my 

name and Shall hereafter be 

known as Hariqbal Singh 

Sandhu. 

I, Akash S/o Rajinder 

Kumar R/o H.No.661, Majitha 

Road, Tung Bala, District 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Akash to Akash 

Kumar 

I, hitherto known as 

Paramjeet S/o Raunki Ram, 

residing at VPO Kalyanpur, 

Distt. Jalandhar-144026, 

Punjab, India have changed 

my name and shall hereafter 

be known as Paramjeet Ballu. 

I, Kapil Hisaria S/o 

Dinesh Kumar Hissaria R/o 

H.No.113-D, Suraj Avenue, 

Ranjit Vihar, F.G.C Road, 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Kapil Hisaria to 

Kapil Hissaria. 

I, Kapil Hissaria S/o 

Dinesh Kumar Hissaria R/o 

H.No.113-D, Suraj Avenue, 

Ranjit Vihar, F.G.C Road, 

Amritsar have changed my 

minor Daughter’s name from 

Vridhi Hisaria to Vridhi 

Hissaria. 

I, Dipty W/o Kapil Hissaria 

R/o H.No.113-D, Suraj Avenue, 

Ranjit Vihar, F.G.C Road, 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Dipty to Dipty 

Hissaria. 

I, Sapna Hissaria Alias 

Savitri Kumari W/o Dinesh 

Kumar Hissaria R/o H.No.113-

D, Suraj Avenue, Ranjit Vihar, 

F.G.C Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Sapna 

Hissaria Alias Savitri Kumri to 

Sapna Hissaria. 

I, Kanika Hissaria D/o 

Dinesh Kumar Hissaria W/o 

Dushyant Parmar R/o 

H.No.113-D, Suraj Avenue, 

Ranjit Vihar, F.G.C Road, 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Kanika Hissaria to 

Kanika Parmar. After 

Marriage. 

I, Patel Vinaben Spouse 

of No.14941168N Nk Patel 

Jignesh Kumar Nanji R/o 

Kharol, Sabarkantha, Gujarat-

383460 now at 15 Mech Inf 

C/o 56 Apo have changed my 

name from Patel Vinaben to 

Patel Vinaben Jigneshkumar 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB80657409824602W 

Dt.19.11.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar. 

I, No.14941168N Nk Patel 

Jignesh Kumar Nanji S/o Patel 

Nanji R/o Kharol, 

Sabarkantha, Gujarat-383460 

now at 15 Mech Inf C/o 56 Apo 

have changed my Son’s name 

from Jainil to Patel Jainil 

Jigneshkumar Vide Affidavit 

No.IN-PB80656367451697W 

Dt.19.11.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar. 

I, Harjinder Singh 

Sandhu S/o Pal Singh R/o 

Village Sadhu Wala 

PO.Talwandi Bhai Teh Zira 

District Ferozepur have 

changed my name from 

Harjinder Singh Sandhu to 

Harjinder Singh. 

I, Jagjeet Singh S/o Arjan 

Singh R/o VPO Fatehgarh 

Shukarchak Tehsil & District 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Gulab Singh to 

Jagjeet Singh. 

I, Gurinder Pal Sahni son 

of Dina Nath resident of 

Hudda 4, Tehsil Naraingarh, 

District Ambala hereby declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Gurinder Paul to 

Gurinder Pal Sahni and in 

future I should be known as 

Gurinder Pal Sahni. 

I, Rajni wife of Shri 

Gurinder Pal Sahni resident of 

Hudda 4, Tehsil Naraingarh, 

District Ambala hereby declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Rajni to Rajni Sahni and 

in future I should be known as 

Rajni Sahni. 

I, Prince S/O Manjeet 

Singh R/O Vpo. Lotton, Tehsil 

Naraingarh, Distt. Ambala, 

Haryana-134203 have 

changed my name to Prince 

Singh. 

I, Jagdish Chander S/O 

Girdhari Lal R/O H.No-Em-63, 

Rasta Mohalla, Jalandhar-I, 

Jalandhar, Punjab-144001 

have changed my name to 

Jagdish Kumar. 

I, Kashmir Ram S/O 

Pritam Chand R/O Vpo-

Sanawa, Tehsil Nawanshahr, 

Distt-Sbs Nagar, Punjab-

144516 have changed my 

name to Kashmir Singh. 

I, Satwinder Kaur W/O 

Lakhvir Singh R/O Vill-

Birowal, Po-Jadla, 

Teh-Nawanshahr, Distt-Sbs 

Nagar, Punjab-144515 have 

changed my name to 

Jaswinder Kaur. 

I, Tavleen Kaur Gill W/O 

Piratpal Singh Brar R/O 

Ladhai Ke Road, Vairoke, 

Moga, Punjab-142049 have 

changed my name to Tavleen 

Kaur Brar. 

 I, Makhan Ram S/O Late 

Meet Ram R/O Vpo Lakhpur, 

SBS Nagar, Punjab-144509 

declare that name of my father 

is wrongly written as Gurmail 

in my Passport No. A4481941. 

Actual name of my father is 

Meet Ram. 

 I, Vidhya Kumari W/O 

Makhan Ram R/O VPO 

Lakhpur, SBS Nagar, Punjab- 

144509 have changed my 

name to Vidya. 

I, Sarbjit Kaur Alias 

Sarabjeet Kaur  W/o Harpreet 

Singh Brar R/o German 

Colony, Faridkot have 

changed my name to Sarabjit 

Kaur Brar. 

I, Harpreet Singh S/o  

Hoshiar Singh R/o  German 

Colony, Faridkot have 

changed my name to Harpreet 

Singh Brar. 

I, Dinesh Aggarwal  S/o 

Ghola Ram R/o Adarsh Nagar, 

Sikhan Wala Road, Kotkapura  

(Faridkot), have changed my 

name to Dinesh Kumar 

Aggarwal. 

I, Sandeep Singh 

Randhawa S/o Sukhdev 

Singh R/o Teh Khamano, 

Bhambri PO Chari Distt 

Fatehgarh Sahib Punjab 

141801, have changed my 

name from Sandeep Singh 

Randhawa to Sandeep Singh. 

I, Isha Wadhawan W/o 

Sh. Sumit Bhavejha R/o H.no. 

393, New Prem Nagar Karnal 

have changed my name from 

Isha Bhaveja to Isha 

Wadhawan. In future I should 

be known and recognized by 

the name of Isha Wadhawan. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME
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High-Stakes Bypolls Today: AAP, Cong, BJP Battle for Key Seats
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Bypolls to Punjab’s four key
assembly segments —

Gidderbaha, Dera Baba Nanak,
Chabbewal (SC), and Barnala
— will take place on
Wednesday. With the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) seek-
ing redemption after its poor
performance in the Lok Sabha
polls, the Congress is aiming to
continue its momentum after
winning seven seats in parlia-
mentary polls earlier this year.
Meanwhile, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), despite its
Lok Sabha setback, is deter-
mined to make a strong show-
ing in these rural constituen-
cies, gaining from SAD’s
absence.The bypolls have been
triggered by the election of sit-
ting MLAs to the Lok Sabha,
and the stakes are high for all
parties. Gidderbaha, Dera Baba
Nanak, and Chabbewal were
previously held by Congress,
while Barnala was with AAP. A
total of 45 candidates, includ-
ing three women, are contest-
ing, with 6.96 lakh eligible
voters across 831 polling sta-
tions. Extensive security
arrangements have been made,
with over 6,400 Punjab Police
personnel and 17 companies of
Central Armed Police Forces
deployed.

These bypolls are being
viewed as a crucial test for
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, who is hoping to regain
his party's lost ground. For
Congress, the battle is person-
al, with the wives of two MPs
contesting in Gidderbaha and
Dera Baba Nanak. The BJP,
looking to capitalize on its
increased vote share in 2024
Lok Sabha polls, aims for a vic-
tory in these rural constituen-
cies, making this election a key
battleground for all parties.
Gidderbaha: MP’s Wife
Facing 5-Time MLA,
Former Akali

As the Gidderbaha assem-

bly constituency braces for its
crucial by-election on
Wednesday, political fervour
has reached a crescendo. The
seat, often dubbed the
“hotspot”, is witnessing an elec-
trifying triangular contest
between Congress, BJP, and
AAP.

At the forefront is Congress
candidate Amrita Warring,
wife of state party president and
Ludhiana MP Amarinder
Singh Raja Warring, who vacat-
ed the seat after his elected in
the Parliament. Warring, a
three-time MLA from the seat,
managed to retain it in 2022
AAP wave with a slim margin
of 1,349 votes. Amrita is bank-
ing on Warring family's deep-
rooted local influence and is
positioning herself as
“Gidderbaha’s daughter”
through her “Saadi Dhi-Saada
Maan” campaign.

Opposing her is BJP can-
didate Manpreet Badal, a sea-
soned political heavyweight. A
five-time MLA and two-time
Finance Minister, Manpreet
represents the legacy of the
influential Badal family and his
deep connection with the con-
stituency having served as its
MLA twice. Returning to this
segment after a gap of 12 years,
Manpreet is emphasizing his
ability to attract development
funds and is evoking nostalgia
for his tenure when the region
saw significant progress.

The third contender is
AAP’s Hardeep Singh “Dimpy”
Dhillon. A former Akali leader
and Sukhbir Badal’s close aide,
Dimpy lost twice here but car-
ried the support of a govern-
ment in power. He is pitching
himself as the “local candidate”,
contrasting himself against the
“outsiders” Amrita and
Manpreet.

Historically, Gidderbaha
has been a bastion of both
Akalis and Congress, with the
former dominating nine times
and the latter five. However,
Akali Dal’s decision not to

field a candidate this time has
turned their traditional vote
bank into a decisive swing fac-
tor. Both Manpreet and Dimpy
are vying for this crucial sup-
port. Shiromani Akali Dal
(Amritsar) has also fielded
Sukhraj Singh, son of one of the
2015 Behbal Kalan police fir-
ing victims. Adding another
layer of complexity is the Dera
Sacha Sauda influence, with
approximately 10,000 votes
under its sway. The alignment
of these votes could tilt the
scales significantly.

The electorate of
Gidderbaha has voiced con-
cerns over development stag-
nation. Key issues include the
absence of a flyover at a criti-
cal railway crossing, waterlog-
ging, poor drainage, unem-
ployment, and the rampant
drug menace. While Warring’s
tenure faced criticism for
unmet promises, voters also
recall Manpreet Badal’s contri-
butions to local agriculture
and Dimpy Dhillon’s grass-
roots initiatives.

Political analysts predicted
a close contest between
Congress and AAP, with BJP
trailing due to limited organi-
zational strength in the con-
stituency. However, Manpreet’s
personal charisma and legacy
might surprise many.

With over 1.66 lakhs reg-
istered voters, Gidderbaha is
poised for a nail-biting finish.
The outcome will not only
shape the political future of its
candidates but also resonate
across Punjab’s evolving polit-
ical landscape.

Barnala: A Tightrope
The political battlefield of

Barnala, in Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann’s home district
Sangrur, is poised for a gripping
triangular contest. This high-
stakes election could reshape
the political dynamics of the
region, which has been a
stronghold of the ruling AAP
for the past decade. However,
internal strife, changing voter

priorities, and the resurgence of
rivals have set the stage for an
unpredictable showdown.

Barnala has been under
AAP's control since 2014 with
Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer
winning two consecutive terms
before moving to the
Parliament as Sangrur MP.
AAP’s new candidate, Harinder
Singh Dhaliwal, close to Hayer,
faced a rebellion from the
party's former district president
Gurdeep Bath contesting as an
independent. This internal
division could splinter AAP’s
voter base, weakening its
stronghold in urban and rural
pockets alike. The BJP, tradi-
tionally weak in Barnala, has
fielded two-time former

Congress MLA Kewal Singh
Dhillon, relying heavily on
urban support. Urban voters,
who outnumber their rural
counterparts — 88,429 to
61,657 — are seen as the BJP's
core base. Dhillon’s promise to
leverage Central Government
projects to address local issues,
including parking woes, health-
care, and employment, could
sway voters seeking develop-
ment. Congress has nominat-
ed Kuldeep Singh ‘Kala’
Dhillon, a fresh face but a
familiar figure in local politics.
Kala’s campaign focused on
criticizing the ruling AAP for
failing to deliver on its promis-
es while pledging to champion
voter concerns like unemploy-
ment and rural distress.
Congress’ challenge lies in
countering defections and
regaining its once-strong grass-
roots presence.

While AAP and BJP com-
pete for urban votes, the rural
electorate faced fragmentation.

Akali Dal, not contesting for
the first time since 1992, has
left its traditional vote bank up
for grabs. The influence of
SAD (Amritsar) and indepen-
dent Gurdeep Bath further
complicated the rural dynam-
ics. SAD (Amritsar) has field-
ed Govind Singh Mann — the
maternal grandson of former
MP and party chief Simranjit
Singh Mann.Barnala voters cite
pressing issues such as drug
abuse, inadequate healthcare
facilities, poor traffic manage-
ment, and the lack of educa-
tional infrastructure. The
bypoll outcome hinges on
which candidate succeeded in
convincing the voters of their
ability to address these con-

cerns.
Political analysts suggested

a close contest between AAP
and Congress, with the BJP
striving to make inroads. The
deciding factor could be urban
voters’ turnout and the sway of
Akali Dal’s silent voter base.

Dera Baba Nanak:
Cong MPs wife vs SAD-
backed AAP

The Dera Baba Nanak
assembly constituency in
Gurdaspur district is brim-
ming with political intrigue.
The byelection here is a close-
ly fought triangular contest
among Congress, AAP, and
BJP, with underlying complex-
ities making it a political
hotspot.

Dera Baba Nanak, a
Congress stronghold since
1951, has been a stage for
fierce electoral battles. Of the
14 elections held here,
Congress has won nine times,
with the Akali Dal securing five
victories. Notably, the seat has

been dominated by two influ-
ential families — the
Randhawas of Congress and
the Kahlons, formerly of Akali
Dal, now with BJP. This time,
Congress is represented by
Jatinder Kaur Randhawa, wife
of former MLA and Gurdaspur
MP Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa; while BJP has field-
ed Ravikaran Singh Kahlon,
son of former Akali Speaker
Nirmal Singh Kahlon. AAP,
aiming to disrupt this dynastic
hold, has chosen Gurdeep
Singh Randhawa.

The constituency boasts
1,95,604 registered voters, with
91,593 women and a significant
rural majority of 95 percent. It
also has Punjab’s highest
Christian voter base, with over
35,000 individuals whose align-
ment could decisively sway
the outcome. Historically,
Congress and Akali Dal have
alternated power here, with
margins narrowing to as little
as 466 votes in 2022. The Akali
Dal’s absence from this election
but its tacit support for AAP
added further intrigue.

Congress bank heavily on
the Randhawa family’s legacy.
Jatinder Kaur’s campaign
focused on her husband’s work,
leveraging decades of influence
and developmental initiatives
attributed to the family.
However, she is facing stiff
competition from the ruling
AAP, which highlighted its
governance achievements,
including free electricity,
healthcare reforms, and a
promise of infrastructure pro-
jects like an ITI and bio-gas
plant in Dera Baba Nanak.

BJP, represented by
Kahlon, struggled against
farmer discontent due to per-
ceived delays in crop procure-
ment and policies under the
Central Government.
Ravikaran’s promises to cham-
pion farmers’ issues have not
fully mitigated this opposi-
tion. Despite opting out of the
race, SAD holds sway through

its 50,000-strong voter base. Its
support for AAP could tilt the
balance, yet internal divisions
among its leaders leave room
for unpredictability.

As the byelection looms,
Dera Baba Nanak is precari-
ously poised. While Congress
counts on its entrenched roots
and AAP leans on its gover-
nance model, BJP hopes to cap-
italize on the Kahlon family’s
local clout. With Christian vot-
ers and rural discontent play-
ing pivotal roles, the outcome
remains uncertain, promising
a nail-biting finish.
Chabbewal: Fight
Between Turncoats

The political landscape of
the Chabbewal reserved con-
stituency in Hoshiarpur district
is charged with anticipation.
The contest, shaped by defec-
tion-driven candidacies and
local dynamics, is expected to
be a tight race between the rul-
ing AAP and the Congress,
with the BJP lagging behind.

AAP has fielded 31-year-
old Dr Ishank Kumar, son of
former MLA and sitting MP Dr
Raj Kumar Chabbewal, whose
strong grassroots connection is
a formidable asset. Dr Ishank,
although a political novice,
benefitted from his father’s
two-decade-long rapport with
the electorate, backed by devel-
opment work like roads, water
supply, and a pivotal flyover.

Congress candidate Ranjit
Kumar, a lawyer and head of
Hoshiarpur Bar Association,
entered the fray with limited
preparation time. His cam-
paign leveraged dissatisfaction
with AAP’s governance and
appeals to the Dalit-Bahujan
vote bank. Meanwhile, BJP’s
Sohan Singh Thandal, a sea-
soned politician and former
Akali minister, struggled to
overcome farmer resentment
and his party’s diminishing
rural appeal.

Chabbewal comprises 300
villages with 1,59,432 voters,
including 83,704 men, 75,724

women, and four transgender
voters. Historically, this con-
stituency has swung between
the Congress and the SAD.
However, SAD’s absence in
this election tilts the balance
toward AAP and Congress.
The Akali vote bank, crucial in
determining outcomes, is being
wooed aggressively by both
AAP and BJP.

Among the factors favoring
AAP are the legacy advantage
with Dr Raj Kumar’s strong
presence ensuring Dr Ishank
inherited a well-established
support base. Besides, the
infrastructure projects com-
pleted under Dr Raj Kumar’s
tenure resonated with voters,
consolidating trust in his lin-
eage. In addition, the BJP’s
rural unpopularity has helped
AAP in consolidating the non-
Congress votes.

Talking about Congress’
prospects, first-timer Ranjit
Kumar’s professional credibil-
ity and strategic focus on dalit
and BSP votes positioned him
as a strong challenger. However,
his late entry and limited
engagement time may dilute
his impact. Nevertheless, the
postponement of polling has
provided Congress an oppor-
tunity to intensify outreach
efforts.

Despite Thandal’s vast
political experience, his shift
from SAD to BJP and the
ongoing farmer protests against
the BJP led Central
Government seems to have
diminished his chances. His
campaign hinged on rekin-
dling SAD’s base, but the
response apparently remained
lukewarm.

Political experts suggested
a slight edge for AAP, with
Congress posing a close fight.
While Dr Ishank Kumar lever-
aged his father’s goodwill,
Ranjit Kumar’s calculated cam-
paigning could narrow the gap.
The BJP appeared to be a dis-
tant third, primarily banking
on loyalist votes.

PUNJAB

BYELECTIONS

Row over ‘Land for Haryana Assembly in Chd’ rocked the House
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Punjab leaders' objection to
the allotment of land in

Chandigarh for Haryana's new
Assembly building on Tuesday
resonated in the Haryana
Vidhan Sabha on the last day
of the winter session. Senior
Congress leader and Thanesar
MLA Ashok Arora, raising the
issue, described the statements
by Punjab leaders on the mat-
ter as “unfortunate”. Extending
his support to the state gov-
ernment on the issue, he said:
“As opposition, we stand with
the government. The Chief
Minister should lead, and all
parties will come together to
present a united front.”

Arora also criticized
Punjab for not releasing the
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal water to Haryana and
described the remarks of
Punjab’s leaders to the state’s
demand for more assembly
space in Chandigarh as “high-
ly irresponsible and provoca-
tive”. He assured the
Government of the opposi-
tion’s cooperation.

Intervening, the Speaker
Harvinder Kalyan cautioned
against addressing the matter
casually in the House. “This is
a very serious issue. It cannot
be discussed in such a casual
manner,” said the Speaker,
while proposing to hold an all-
party meeting to ensure a
unanimous stand on the issue
and urged the Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini to make a
statement.

In response, Saini said that

the construction of State
Vidhan Sabha complex in
Chandigarh is a serious issue
and all political parties should
rise above politics and present
their views unanimously. Saini
said that Punjab leaders have
previously politicized issues
like the SYL canal, depriving
Haryana farmers of their legit-
imate share of water.

“The Supreme Court has
also ruled that Haryana farm-
ers are entitled to this water.
Such actions, where even the
directives of the Supreme Court
are bypassed, should not hap-
pen in this country. It is unfor-
tunate that now the Punjab
leaders are raising questions
about the construction of the
State Vidhan Sabha complex in
Chandigarh,” he added.

The Chief Minister empha-
sized that the entire state of
Haryana stands united on this
issue. He assured that whatev-
er all the members of the
Vidhan Sabha say unanimous-
ly, the government will take
that matter forward.

“Haryana has a rightful
claim over Chandigarh, and
leaders from all parties in the
state are united on this issue.
Following the new delimita-
tion, Punjab will also require a
larger assembly building, and
they can acquire land to con-
struct their own facility,” he
said, while criticizing Punjab
leaders for their disrespectful
attitude towards the construc-
tion of Haryana’s new assembly.
“We all should sit in this holy
temple and make decisions
that benefit humanity,” he

added.
Saini, the previous week,

had urged Punjab’s leaders to
“avoid petty politics” over
Haryana’s move to construct a
separate Vidhan Sabha com-
plex in Chandigarh.

Moreover, Haryana has
offered 12 acres in Panchkula,
adjoining Chandigarh, to the
UT Administration in lieu of 10
acres in Chandigarh for the
construction of the additional
assembly building. At present,
there are 90 MLAs in the
Haryana assembly where there
is already a shortage of space.
Haryana says that the present
building doesn’t have space
for ministers and Vidhan Sabha
committees. It says the 20
rooms that Punjab still occu-
pies should be handed over to
Haryana under the 60:40 divi-
sion of assets. Haryana has clar-
ified that the construction of
the additional Vidhan Sabha
doesn’t mean that the state
will leave its claim of rightful
share in the existing Vidhan
Sabha building, which also
houses the Punjab assembly.

Farmers receive
200% of market rate as
compensation for land
coming under tower
area

CM Saini said that a com-
pensation policy is already in
place for high-tension power
lines passing through farmers’
fields, under which, farmers are
entitled to get compensation at
200 percent of the market rate
for the land coming under the
tower area. Besides, farmers
will get 30 percent of the mar-

ket rate as compensation for
land coming under power lines

passing through their fields.
“For a long time, farmers

had been demanding a solution
as the land under high-tension
power lines passing through
their fields could neither be
cultivated nor did they receive
any fair compensation for it. To
address this issue, Union
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar,
upon assuming the charge of
Union Minister of Power, pri-
oritized implementing this pol-
icy of the Central Government
in favour of farmers,” he added.

As per the policy, the land
area for compensation is cal-

culated within a radius of one
meter around the tower base
area. A user committee, chaired
by the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM), has been
constituted to submit its report
to the Deputy Commissioner.
If farmers face any issues, they
can appeal to the Divisional
Commissioner, said Saini.

He also clarified that the
market rate, not the collector
rate, is used as the basis for
determining compensation.

Mega cleanliness

drive in all cities within
next 10-15 days:
Minister

Urban Local Bodies
Minister Vipul Goel said that
pasting of posters and flexes on
public properties and buildings
by private individuals, institu-
tions, establishments and oth-
ers for advertising of their own
business is an illegal activity
under the Haryana Prevention
of Defacement of Property Act,
1989, and the Haryana
Municipal Acts. Goel, replying
during the calling attention
motion on the issue of deface-
ment of public properties in the
State by the affixation of stick-
ers, bills and posters, informed
the House that the Department
will run a mega cleanliness
drive in all cities within the
next 10-15 days, during which
any illegally placed posters,
stickers, and other advertising
materials will be removed.

7500 got possession
of plots under MGAY

State Development and
Panchayat Minister Krishan
Lal Panwar informed the
House about key housing ini-
tiatives for rural families in the
state.

He highlighted the
Mahatma Gandhi Gramin
Basti Yojana, launched in 2008,
which aimed to provide 100
square yard plots to Scheduled
Castes, Backward Classes, and
BPL families.

However, due to various
issues, some beneficiaries had
not received their plots. In
response, the State
Government introduced the

Mukhyamantri Gramin Awas
Yojana in 2024-25, under
which possession certificates
for about 7,000 beneficiaries
were distributed at a state-
level event on June 10, 2024.
The government is actively
working to provide possession
to other eligible beneficiaries.

To further address housing
needs, the Government
launched Mukhyamantri
Gramin Awas Yojana-Vistar,
aimed at offering 50 or 100
square yard plots to landless
rural families.

The first phase identified
1,000 Gram Panchayats that
have submitted proposals for
allotment from Panchayat land
to eligible families. Panwar
assured that colonies under the
scheme would be prioritized
for basic infrastructure devel-
opment. If necessary, addi-
tional funds will be allocated to
complete infrastructure in
these areas, reaffirming the
state's commitment to improv-
ing rural housing conditions.

Six Bills passed
Six Bills were passed fol-

lowing discussions during the
session, including the Haryana
Appropriation (No. 3) Bill,
2024; the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (Haryana
Amendment) Bill, 2024; the
Haryana Goods and Services
Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2024;
the Haryana Lease of
Agricultural Land Bill, 2024;
the Haryana Extension
Lecturers and Guest Lecturers
(Security of Service) Bill, 2024;
and the Haryana Technical
Education Guest Faculty

(Security of Service) Bill, 2024.
Sankalp Patra is com-
mitment letter, will ful-
fill every promise in it:
CM Saini

Reaffirming his govern-
ment's commitment to fulfill-
ing the promises outlined in the
Sankalp Patra, CM Saini
emphasized that the state's
progress aligned with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
vision of a ‘Viksit Bharat’ by
2047.

Saini, speaking to the
media after the conclusion of
the assembly session, high-
lighted that the Government
has successfully delivered on
promises made in the 2014 and
2019 Sankalp Patras, under-
scoring the administration's
dedication to development.

Criticizing the opposition,
Saini pointed out that while
opposition parties often forget
their manifestos soon after
coming to power, his govern-
ment remains steadfast in its
commitment to the people's
welfare.

He mentioned two key ini-
tiatives recently implemented,
including granting ownership
rights to lessees of land prior to
Haryana's formation and
enacting a law to secure the ser-
vices of contractual employees
across various categories, such
as Extension Lecturers and
Guest Faculty in engineering
colleges and polytechnics.
These actions, he said, reflect
the government's consistent
focus on fulfilling its promis-
es and ensuring equitable
development for all.

Haryana

Vidhan Sabha

CM Saini says, ‘Govt will take the matter forward unanimously’

Delhi’s Himachal Bhawan Faces Attachment as

State Fails to Refund Rs 64-cr to Power Firm
�&��� ���"�(

Himachal Pradesh’s government
is facing legal consequences

after the Himachal Pradesh High
Court ordered the attachment of
Himachal Bhawan in New Delhi
for failing to repay Rs 64 crore to
Seli Hydro company. The court's
decision comes after the state
failed to return the upfront pre-
mium paid by the company for a
320 MW hydropower project in
Lahaul Spiti, allocated in 2009.

Stating that the state govern-
ment is challenging the High
Court’s order and will review it
before deciding on further action,
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu clarified that Rs 64 crore
upfront premium paid by a hydro
power company was forfeited
under the 2006 Hydro Power

Policy.
Justice Ajay Mohan Goel

directed the government to return
Rs 64 crore along with seven per-
cent interest from the date the peti-
tion was filed by the power com-
pany. The court also instructed the
state’s Secretary (Power) to inves-
tigate and identify the officials
responsible for the delay in return-
ing the money. In a stern directive,
the court noted that the interest
amount could be recovered per-
sonally from the officials respon-
sible for the non-payment. The
case is scheduled for next hearing
on December 6, 2024.

The controversy stemmed
from the 2009 agreement when the
state allotted hydel project to Seli
Hydro and committed to provid-
ing essential infrastructure, includ-
ing road construction by the

Border Road Organization.
However, by 2017, the company
filed a petition, citing the govern-
ment’s failure to deliver the
required infrastructure, thus seek-
ing the return of the upfront pay-
ment. The Government had ter-
minated the agreement in 2017, cit-
ing the company’s failure to sign
the implementation agreement,
and also filed a special leave peti-
tion against the court’s order.

Former Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur called it a reflection of gov-
ernment's failure. He criticized
appointment of 70 lawyers to
defend the state, accusing them of
failing to protect Government’s
interests. Thakur warned that fur-
ther attachments, including the
state’s legislative assembly and sec-
retariat, might occur if the gov-
ernment’s inefficiency continued.

Gurugram Implements 50% Work-from-

Home Policy as Air Quality Deteriorates

�&��� )� �) ("

As air pollution worsens in
Gurugram, the District

Administration has taken
urgent action to mitigate the
health impacts. Deputy
Commissioner Ajay Kumar
on Tuesday announced that
private institutions and multi-
national firms in the district
will implement a 50 percent
work-from-home policy start-
ing Wednesday (November
20) — a measure aimed at
reducing traffic and emis-
sions, in line with the Stage IV
restrictions under the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP)
for “Severe+” air quality (AQI
over 450).

Additionally, Anganwadi
Centres will remain open,
with workers continuing to

deliver immunization services
and distribute nutrition to
beneficiaries at their doorsteps.
The Administration also
directed the suspension of
physical attendance at
Anganwadi Centres for chil-
dren from November 19 to
November 23, 2024, due to the
severe air quality.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM) in NCR has man-
dated these steps to prevent
further deterioration of air
quality. The Gwal Pahari
weather station in Gurugram
recorded an AQI of 494 on
Tuesday, with an average of
468, classified as “severe”. This
alarming pollution level has
led both the government and
private sectors to prioritize
employee health and take nec-
essary precautions.

Channi Apologizes for

‘Derogatory’ Remarks

Against Women
Chandigarh: Former Chief Minister and
Congress MP from Jalandhar Charanjit
Singh Channi on Tuesday apologized for
derogatory comments he made about
women and two communities during a cam-
paign for party candidate Amrita Warring
in Gidderbaha. The apology came after the
Punjab State Women’s Commission issued
a show-cause notice, citing the remarks in
a video circulating online. Channi expressed
regret, stating he never intended to offend
anyone. “If anyone’s sentiments have been
hurt, I apologise with folded hands,” he said,
adding that he could never  think of saying
anything against women. “I am not against
anyone. Whosoever is hurt, I apologise,” he
added. The Commission had demanded a
response within a day and warned of an FIR
if Channi failed to comply. The AAP and BJP
condemned his comments, with BJP Mahila
Morcha president Jai Inder Kaur criticizing
his “low mentality”. PNS

Punjab CM, Ministers,

Speaker, Dy Speaker Swear-

In Newly Elected Panches

�&��� �(&) � 2$�(&��)( �

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Tuesday led the swearing-in cere-

mony of 422 newly-elected panches from
various villages in Sangrur district. The
event was part of a state-wide initiative,
where nearly 6,000 panches took the oath
across multiple locations. Vidhan Sabha
Speaker, Deputy Speaker, and Cabinet
Ministers also administered the oath in
their respective districts.Mann urged the
panches to transform their villages into
modern hubs of development. He assured
them that the State Government would
ensure no lack of funds for any develop-
ment project they proposed.“Prioritize
the development of your villages. Submit
proposals for necessary projects, and we
will ensure financial support,” said Mann,
emphasizing that the success of Punjab lies
in the progress of its rural areas.
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With increased screen
time, back-to-back
meetings and the

constant scramble of the hus-
tle culture, we need to consid-
er – whether are we running
the show, or just running.
Workplace burnout is the
price often paid for juggling
high expectations, tight dead-
lines and the need to be
available for work all the
time - while disregarding
personal health and wellbe-
ing. 
Understanding workplace
burnout: Burnout is beyond
the feeling of tiredness at the
end of a busy day. It’s a state
of chronic physical and emo-
tional exhaustion, coupled
with detachment, cynicism
and reduced performance.
The WHO officially recog-
nised burnout as an ‘occupa-
tional phenomenon,’ signify-
ing its critical impact on
modern work-life. It affects
mental clarity and emotion-
al resilience and can even
have physiological repercus-
sions on heart health and
sleep patterns.
Why meditation: Amid the
workday, meditation offers an
oasis – a moment to pause,
reflect, and realign. The prac-
tice, often associated with

monks and mountain retreats,
is now being rediscovered in
the boardroom. The reason is
simple: meditation fosters the
ability to be present, ground-
ed and conscious of one’s
thoughts and actions.
Research has shown that reg-
ular meditation can alter
brain activity, shifting it from
the limbic system (responsi-
ble for our fight-or-flight
responses) to the prefrontal
cortex (the centre for rational
thinking and calmness). 
This neurological shift trans-
lates to a greater sense of con-
trol over stress, enabling clear-
er decision-making and
enhancing focus. Yoga
emphasises how yogic,
breathing and meditation
techniques can lead to trans-
formative wellbeing. Studies
on Yoga have reported a pos-
itive impact on holistic well-
being, with participants
reporting reductions in anx-

iety, stress, and burnout by 72-
82 per cent. This makes it an
effective, research-backed
solution for integrating med-
itation into workplace well-
ness.
Transforming work culture
through yogic practices
The tangible benefits of med-
itation go beyond stress relief.
In practice, this means a
more focused team, resilient
in the face of challenges, and
more open to collaboration
Some organisations are
already creating environ-
ments where wellness isn’t a
perk but a pillar of their
work culture. We need
Buddhas in the boardroom. 
How meditation rewrites
your life script: Meditation is
more than sitting in silence;
it’s about training the mind to
be resilient. Techniques such
as deep breathing, guided
protocols and visualisation
help individuals develop a
heightened state of non-
judgemental awareness, bal-
ance emotions, and build a
strong mental framework to
manage stress effectively. One
standout programme is YOI,
which has garnered attention
for its multifaceted approach
to wellbeing. Imagine being
able to handle feedback with-

out feeling criticised or meet-
ing a deadline without feeling
panic – meditation offers a
gateway to equanimity. As
game-changers in the corpo-
rate world, meditative prac-
tices build the mental stami-
na to bounce back from set-
backs, maintain composure
under pressure, and approach
situations with a growth
mindset. 
Meditation at work
Meditation in the workplace
doesn’t require a meditation
mat or a designated room; it
just requires an integration of
intention, emotion and
awareness. Here are some
strategies to help you get
started: A few minutes of
breathing or focusing on your
senses can help reset your
mental state. Begin your
meetings with a minute of
silence or guided breathing. It
helps everyone clear their
minds and be more present.
As the world continues to
spin, meditation serves as a
reminder – that the power to
pause and find a balance lies
within. 

(The writer is , mental
health researcher and the

founder of Yoga of
Immortals; views are 

personal)
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mobs. Education, health, development
and civic administration are in peril. The
elected government has turned dysfunc-
tional and there are threats and possibil-
ities of destabilising the state government.
It is quite apparent that the efforts of
peace in the first phase of violence have
failed despite the newly elected state gov-
ernment post-violence.
Earlier, there were reports of missionar-
ies inciting violence in the state. The
Manipur violence has affected neighbour-
ing states of Assam, Tripura and
Nagaland. In fact, the Manipur violence
has a secessionist motive and the disrup-
tive and separatist forces behind the
Manipur violence are based across the
borders. It is, therefore, imperative that
President Rule may be imposed in the
state and the assembly may be suspend-
ed till normalcy returns and the politi-
cal atmosphere is congenial for restora-
tion of the assembly and the government.
The Manipur mayhem should not be
taken as political mileage by the opposi-
tion parties. The India-Myanmar border
should be sealed with immediate effect,

though this is practically very difficult. 
Vinod Johri  | Delhi
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Madam — Gahlot resigned from AAP,
citing the party’s shift from focusing on
public welfare to prioritising political
ambitions. In his resignation letter to
AAP National Convener Arvind Kejriwal,
Gahlot stated that instead of fighting for
people’s rights, the party had increasing-
ly been focused on its own agenda.
He also expressed dissatisfaction with
controversies like the ‘Sheeshmahal’ row,
questioning whether AAP still upheld its
core identity as the party of the common
man. AAP responded by alleging that
Gahlot’s resignation was influenced by
pressure from central agencies investigat-
ing him, a claim Gahlot dismissed. The
BJP believes that Gahlot’s entry strength-
ens its position as it prepares to challenge
AAP in the upcoming elections. 

Akhilesh Krishnan | Vashi
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Madam —If this news is true that final-
ly, US President Joe Biden has given the
green signal to Ukraine to use long-range
American missiles against Russia, then it
is very good news for Ukraine. Because
for the last one and a half years, Ukrainian
President Zelensky was asking for permis-
sion to use these long-range weapons.
Otherwise, this weapon will remain just
a showpiece and one day Russia will cap-
ture it and then it will start using it to cap-
ture some third country. 
This decision is also necessary because
the Biden administration is now a guest
for only two months. The president who
will come after him, Trump, has already
announced that he will stop giving any
kind of help to Ukraine. The second big
reason for Biden’s change of heart seems
to be that with the support of Russia,
about 10 thousand combat soldiers of
North Korea have taken up the front
against Ukraine. In such a situation,
Ukraine should have gotten this permis-
sion at all costs. The news of Biden’s deci-
sion came after meetings with the lead-
ers of South Korea, Japan and China in
the last two days. The inclusion of North
Korean troops was the main topic of the
talks, which took place during the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in
Peru. Europe was already ready to give
permission. But America was not ready.
It is said that American missiles will be
able to hit up to 300 kilometers inside
Russia at three times the speed of sound,
which even Russia’s anti-missile equip-
ment will not be able to intercept.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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Madam—Apropos of the headlines on
Manipur violence (November 18), the
resurgence of violence in Manipur goes
unabated. The violence and sabotage look
beyond control. The MLAs and ministers
of different political parties are being
attacked and their houses are ransacked.
The democratic fabric in Manipur has
been destroyed by the extremists and irate
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Dairy, set up by Dr BC Roy
had created a milk supply
chain across the state while
generating thousands of jobs. 
Much like Mamata Banerjee
who has refused to enlist
West Bengal in the Centre’s
flagship ‘Aspirational District
Project’ and remains luke-
warm to the ‘Ekalavya
Vidyalaya’ scheme, Basu in
1986, had forbade the setting
up of Navodaya Schools in the
state. In 1974, three years
before he came to power as
Chief Minister, Basu had
organised a relay protest in
front of the Hongkong Bank
regional office in Kolkata to
stall the installation of com-
puters. Yet ironically the same
Jyoti Basu in 1994, commis-
sioned Arthur Anderson, a
multinational business con-
sultant, to carry out a study of
the chances of West Bengal’s
industrial revival based on
foreign investment. But
progress was halting, it lacked
a roadmap.
Thus, when Ratan Tata decid-
ed to invest in the state it was
a whiff of more than fresh air,
it was a long-needed gush of
wind for breathing fresh life
into a dying industrial ethos. 
A hopeful Tata had then said
that he had ‘scanned the
country and looked at various
locations before deciding to
locate this rather revolution-

ary project which will give
India’s truly people’s car here
in Bengal.’ It announced a new
chapter, a historic opportuni-
ty for Bengal’s industrial reju-
venation. But that did not
happen. Political selfishness,
and one-upmanship between
the ruling CPI(M) and the
opposition Trinamool
Congress, leading a blind
political opposition to the
proposal led to its grounding.
In trying to bolster her flag-
ging political prospects,
Mamata Banerjee, desperate-
ly and deliberately jettisoned
the project. Her political arro-
gance and self-centeredness
led to its sinking. In her last
fifteen years at the helm, the
state has failed to recover
from that mindless assault
and pushback. An epic oppor-
tunity was lost, with a belea-
guered Tata announcing his
exit from the state due to
political reasons. The people
of West Bengal lost out. 
Their hopes of a possibilities-
filled future receded in a mist
of uncertainty. Both the rul-
ing dispensation then and
the opposition were respon-
sible for pushing the state into
a dark alley. The alley remains
dark even to this day. Ratan
Tata announced that he was
shifting the car plant to
Gujarat’s Sanand. It was a
plant that would eventually

grow into a mega 1100-acre
unit. Narendra Modi was
then Chief Minister of
Gujarat. As Tata was
announcing his exit from
West Bengal, Modi texted
him ‘Welcome’, leading to the
proposed Nano factory shift-
ing to Gujarat. Modi told
Tata that the project was not
only his, but ours. 
Later he had observed, in a
lighter vein, that his one-
rupee SMS had brought about
a major boost to Gujarat’s
industrial prospects. Ratan
Tata later said that he would
forever remain grateful to
Modi for placing faith in him
and inviting him to Gujarat
during those difficult days.
The saga of the Singur-Tata
Nano factory’s shift to Gujarat
is a saga of petty political
squabbles, acute selfishness,
arrogance and lack of true
commitment to West Bengal’s
future and progress. That
mindset and outlook among
the ruling dispensation in
the state still dominate. It has
to be thrown overboard. Only
then will West Bengal’s indus-
trial rejuvenation appear to be
a possibility. 

(The writer is chairman Dr
Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Research Foundation and

member National Executive
Committee, BJP; 

views are personal)
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In a moving tribute to late
Ratan Tata, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke of
the many dimensions of
the industrial icon’s per-

sonality that endeared him to the
people. Pursuit of excellence
and empathy were among the
most dominant traits in late
Ratan Tata leading him to pilot
the Tata conglomerate towards
greater heights of success and
expansion. Under his two
decades of stewardship, the Tata
group witnessed a phenomenal
spread of its global footprints and
established itself as a vibrant
brand.
Perhaps like many others from
West Bengal, Ratan Tata’s pass-
ing brought to my mind the
Singur – Tata Nano factory
episode. Those dark days of lost
opportunities, signified a major
recul, for the hope of an indus-
trial regeneration in the state. A
party and government which
had, for over three decades
patronised, militant trade union-
ism had suddenly decided to
reverse that trend. It was ironic
to see it clamber for investment
in a feverish pitch after having
presided over the de-industrial-
isation of the state. 
The destruction of Bengal’s once
formidable industrial might is a
map of the CPI(M) rise in the
state. Howrah, once famed as the
‘Sheffield of the east’, turned
into West Bengal’s principal
industrial graveyard under the
communists. As early as the
1920s Dr Ambedkar had seen
through and realised the often-
duplicitous approach of the com-
munist-led trade-unionism. In
the pages of his Bahishkrut
Bharat he wrote how commu-
nists were ‘trying to capture the
labour movement in the country’
and that ‘the main aim behind
the strike’ was ‘not to improve the
economic conditions of workers
but to train them for revolution.’
He could foresee the cancer that
was trying to claw into India’s
industrial entrails. 
Let us recall how then West
Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu
had sanctioned protests against
the Metro Rail project. The
communist-driven frensied
trade-unionism destroyed sever-
al iconic public undertakings
such as the Haringhata Milk
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The air quality in Delhi
has recently deteriorat-
ed to dangerously high

levels. To address this issue
swiftly and effectively, the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) has
implemented Stage 4 of the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP). 
This stage involves measures
such as restricting bus services,
pausing construction work
and mining activities, and
transitioning primary school
classes to online learning.
Although these steps are cru-
cial in addressing the current
pollution issue promptly, they
alone cannot effectively
address the underlying factors
contributing to air pollution in
the long term. It is crucial to
prioritise short-term soluions
for relief; however, we must not 

overlook the factors that con-
tribute to pollution in the
long term as well. One signif-
icant factor is the dust pro-
duced during construction
activities. 
While the temporary suspen-
sion of construction operations
following GRAP guidelines is
a move in the right direction,
it also underscores the urgency
of implementing more envi-
ronmentally friendly building

methods. Germany and
Sweden serve as examples of
nations that have successfully
implemented construction
practices. 
For instance, Germany priori-
tises the use of low-carbon
concrete, whereas Sweden
focuses on promoting energy-
efficient structures with
improved insulation and solar
innovations. India has the
opportunity to implement
strategies to minimise dust and
emissions from construction
activities and promote sustain-
able development.
The need for transformation in
transportation is crucial to
address the issue of pollution
in Delhi caused by road dust
and vehicle emissions.
Although the metro system
has advanced to some extent
in Delhi, there are still areas

with connectivity that need
attention. 
Expanding the metro network
and integrating buses can lead
to a decrease in private car
usage. Moreover, promoting
the adoption of electric vehi-
cles (EVs) could play a role in
reducing emissions. Providing
benefits such as tax incentives,
toll discounts, and even offer-
ing parking for EVs could
potentially increase their
attractiveness to commuters.
Biking is becoming more pop-
ular as an eco-friendly option
in Delhi; however, the city’s
infrastructure doesn’t fully
support it yet. 
Although smart bikes are
being introduced in some
areas, which is a move forward,
the absence of marked biking
lanes and safety precautions
deters many people from bik-

ing. Cities such as Copenhagen
and Amsterdam serve as mod-
els for incorporating biking
into urban environments.
Delhi could take inspiration
from its approach by investing
in infrastructure for cyclists,
such as bike lanes and bike-
sharing services, to enhance
the safety and convenience of
cycling for its residents.
Encouraging the use of sus-
tainable building methods is
crucial too! 

Providing incentives for indi-
viduals who build energy-effi-
cient houses or utilise eco-
friendly materials could great-
ly support sustainability efforts
in communities worldwide.
Numerous nations offer tax
advantages or financial aid to
developers who embrace green
building strategies. India could
introduce perks like discounts
on energy-saving devices,
offers on solar panel setups, or
financial assistance for home-
owners undertaking eco-con-
scious improvements. These
initiatives would not only
lessen the burden on energy
reserves but also encourage
environmentally responsible
construction practices.
Another helpful way to
decrease the number of cars on
the road is through carpooling
initiatives, such as carpool

lanes and discounts for vehi-
cles with passengers, which
have proven effective in coun-
tries around the world.
Introducing strategies in Delhi,
such as designated carpool
lanes or toll reductions for cars
carrying two or more passen-
gers, could play a role in alle-
viating traffic congestion and
decreasing harmful emissions
levels. 
By implementing these mea-
sures, not only would pollution
be reduced, but it would also
enhance the daily commute
experience for numerous res-
idents in the area. The call for
action is critical now. 
The air pollution crisis in
NCR intensified on November
17, 2024, as Delhi’s average Air
Quality Index (AQI) climbed
to a hazardous 441 by 4 PM,
classified as ‘severe,’ up from

419 the previous day. The
harmful pollutants are linked
to health concerns, such as res-
piratory illnesses and cardio-
vascular diseases. 
The Stage 4 actions outlined in
the GRAP are crucial for pro-
viding relief; however, it is evi-
dent that a comprehensive
long-term plan is essential to
enhance the air quality in
Delhi. By emphasising the
enhancement of public trans-
portation services, implement-
ing infrastructure for cyclists,
advocating for eco-friendly
construction methods and
encouraging carpooling, Delhi
can strive to diminish pollu-
tion levels and establish a
healthier and more sustainable
environment for all residents.
(The writer is  humanitarian
and development profession-

al; views are personal)
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3 per unit (courtesy, of Kejriwal’s
freebies). Thus, discoms are told
not to raise any bill on HHs con-
suming up to 200 units even as
HHs consuming up to 400 units
get a flat deduction of Rs 800 per
month from the bill amount.
Though the government promis-
es to reimburse them for these sub-
sidies from the state budget, this
promise is held more in breach.
This increases discoms’ losses
which are compounded by large-
scale power theft.
Where do RAs fit in? RAs are cre-
ated when state electricity regula-
tory commissions (in this case,
DERC) accept that the tariffs don’t
cover discounts’ purchase costs but
don’t raise rates. The gap between
the cost and revenue generated
from sales at tariffs (albeit unre-
vised) for supplied power, is
booked by discom as receivable
and classified as RA. This is con-
trary to the Electricity Act (2003)
and the National Power Tariff
Policy (NPTP) which says that
“tariffs must reflect costs and reg-
ulatory assets should not be creat-
ed”. In December 2022, the
Ministry of Power (MoP) even
warned against creating a pile of
RAs. But, all these
regulations/warnings have fallen
on deaf ears. 
All losses incurred by discoms in
Delhi during the last 11 years or
so have been shown in their books
as RAs. Regrettably, the RAs per-
sist despite subsisting mechanisms
to enable discoms to offset cost
escalation by suitable increases in
tariff. As per the order issued by
MoP on November 9, 2021, dis-
coms are allowed to impose a sur-
charge known as PPAC (Power
Purchase Agreement Cost). Levied
as a percentage of the ‘total ener-
gy cost and fixed charge compo-
nent’ of the electricity bill, the sur-
charge is meant to compensate
them for variations in the fuel and
power procurement cost. Effective
from July 2023, the DERC had last
increased PPAC vide its order

dated June 22, 2023, by 9.42 per
cent for BYPL, 6.39 per cent for
BRPL and 2 per cent for TPDDL.
The current PPACs for these dis-
coms are 31.6 per cent, 27.08 per
cent and 33 per cent respectively.
Moreover, DERC has allowed dis-
coms to levy a surcharge of eight
per cent. 
This is intended to plug any short-
fall in revenue vis-à-vis the cost
still left unplugged after collection
of PPAC. Despite these two impo-
sitions, the discoms continue to
report a substantial shortfall in
their revenue from the sale of elec-
tricity which is manifest in cumu-
lative monumental RAs of Rs
27,200 crore. It is a manifestation
of several glaring pitfalls: (i) the
Delhi government isn’t reimburs-
ing discoms for the subsidies they
give to target consumers on its
behalf; (ii) large-scale power theft
continues unabated; (iii) discoms
have been submitting inflated
bills/claims and other financial
wrongs; (iv) inefficiencies get full
protection. Hesitant to sanction
tariff hikes against these
extra/unjustified costs, DERC
chooses the easy option of putting
all these under RAs. 
The idea of creating RAs is flawed.
When, a discom petitions DERC
to allow any cost increase in tar-
iff, the latter can either reject or
accept. In case of acceptance, it
should take the process to its log-
ical conclusion by sanctioning the
requisite tariff hike and notifying
it. It can’t leave things hanging in
the air by accepting but not
‘approving’ and ‘notifying’ the tar-
iff hike. Unfortunately, this is
what the DERC has been doing for
over a decade. This has dangerous
consequences.
First, once recorded in their books
as RAs, discoms will leave no stone
unturned in recovering the money
say by getting sanction of a steep
hike in tariff to make up for the
entire cumulative deficit in rev-
enue. Indeed, the matter had gone
right up to the Supreme Court

(SC) which in an order given in
early 2023 had directed the DERC
to let discoms recover their RAs.
This could lead to a 100 per cent
hike in tariff. 
So, the regulator decided to con-
test that order. Second, until such
time the requisite tariff hike is
actually sanctioned by the DERC,
the RAs can’t be treated as an asset.
Hence, there remains every possi-
bility of the loans taken from banks
and financial institutions (FIs) for
funding them becoming non-per-
forming assets (NPAs). Moreover,
the banks/FIs may not give more
to discoms and their suppliers
namely IPGCL/PPCL/DTL more
loans. Third, the discoms can
leverage the ambiguous classifica-
tion (neither outright rejection of
a claim for tariff hike nor approval)
to present claims to the DERC
which the latter may not be will-
ing to accept. 
This leads to substantial claims get-
ting bogged down in legal disputes
at the appeal level or in higher
courts. To conclude, providing
for RAs in the books of discoms is
a bad practice. Apart from dis-
coms, it also puts the power gen-
erators and transmission compa-
nies at serious risk. It can impair
the balance sheet of banks and FIs
who have given loans to them.
It could mean a steep hike in tar-
iffs on supplies to industries/busi-
nesses besides HHs consuming
more than 400 units a month. To
cap it all, it provides a ‘cover up’ for
financial irregularities and corrup-
tion. The practice must be
shunned. As for the RAs already
piled up, a thorough enquiry
should be ordered to look into
irregularities followed by recovery
of money from those found guilty.
The discoms should be ‘unshack-
led’ from the controls of the State
government. If the latter wants to
subsidize or provide free power to
certain consumers, the money
should be given to them directly.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal) 

Delhi Government is looking
at various options to address
twin problems facing its
three power distribution
companies (discoms) name-

ly BSES Rajdhani Power Limited (BRPL),
discom for South & West Delhi; BSES
Yamuna Power Limited (BYPL) — dis-
com for Central & East Delhi; and Tata
Power Delhi Distribution Limited or
TPDDL - discom for North Delhi.
These are (i) “Regulatory Assets” or RAs
of Rs 27,200 crore lying in the books of
these discoms; (ii) an equally staggering
amount of Rs 26,500 crore they owe to
power generation and transmission
companies viz. Indraprastha Power
Generation Co. Ltd (IPGCL), Pragati
Power Corporation Limited (PPCL)
and Delhi Transco Limited or DTL at
the end of September 2024.
The discoms are expected to sell electric-
ity to the consumers at tariffs –duly
approved by the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission (DERC) – that
are set in a manner such that the revenue
generated from sale at these tariffs fully
cover the power purchase cost plus the
cost of wheeling and distribution. The
requirement is mandatory under the
Electricity Act, of 2003. But, this is rarely
complied with. 
Under a highly convoluted regime, the
tariff charged from households (HHs)
consuming up to 200 units a month is
Rs 3 per unit which is just about half of
the average cost leading to an under-
recovery of Rs 3 per unit. Including levies
adding to 44.6 per cent, the shortfall
comes to Rs 4.3 per unit (3x1.446). For
HHs consuming between 201 and 400
units, the tariff is Rs 4.5 per unit imply-
ing an under-recovery of Rs 1.5 per unit.
Including the levies, this comes to Rs 2.2
per unit. These under-recoveries are
cross-subsidised by charging more from
industries and businesses for which the
tariff can go up to a high of Rs 16 per
unit. 
The irony is that despite charging exor-
bitant rates from industries and business-
es, a good slice of under-recoveries from
HHs consuming less than 400 units a
month remains uncovered. Additionally,
the Delhi government doesn’t want the
latter to even pay the small tariff of Rs
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As tens of thousands crowd-
ed the streets in New

Zealand’s capital, Wellington, on
Tuesday, the throng of people,
flags aloft, had the air of a fes-
tival or a parade rather than a
protest.
They were marching to oppose
a law that would reshape the
county’s founding treaty
between Indigenous Maori and
the British Crown. But for
many, it was also a celebration
of a resurging Indigenous lan-
guage and identity that coloni-
sation had once almost
destroyed.
“Just fighting for the rights that
our tupuna, our ancestors,
fought for,” Shanell Bob said as
she waited for the march to
begin. “We’re fighting for our
tamariki, for our mokopuna, so
they can have what we haven’t
been able to have,” she added,
using the Maori words for chil-
dren and grandchildren. What
was likely the country’s largest-

ever protest in support of Maori
rights — a subject that has pre-
occupied modern New Zealand
for much of its young history —
followed a long tradition of
peaceful cross-country march-
es that have marked turning
points in the nation’s story.
“We’re going for a walk!” one
organiser proclaimed from the
stage as crowds gathered at the
opposite end of the city from the
nation’s Parliament. People had
travelled from across the nation
over the past nine days.
For many, the turnout reflected
growing solidarity on
Indigenous rights from non-
Maori. At bus stops during the
usual morning commute, peo-
ple of all ages and races waited
with Maori sovereignty flags.
Some local schools said they
would not register students as
absent. The city’s mayor joined
the protest.
The bill that marchers are
opposing is unpopular and
unlikely to become law. But
opposition to it has been wide-

spread, which marchers said
indicated rising knowledge of
the Treaty of Waitangi’s promis-
es to Maori among New
Zealanders — and a small but
vocal backlash from those who
are angered by the attempts of
courts and lawmakers to keep
them. Maori marching for their
rights is not new. But the crowds
were larger than at treaty march-
es before and the mood was
changed, Indigenous people
said.
“It’s different to when I was a
child,” Bob said. “We’re stronger
now, our tamariki are stronger
now, they know who they are,
they’re proud of who they are.”
As the marchers moved through
the streets of Wellington with
ringing Maori haka — rhythmic
chants — and waiata, or songs,
thousands more holding signs
lined the pavement in support.
Some placards bore jokes or
insults about the lawmakers
responsible for the bill, which
would change the meaning of
the principles of the 1840 Treaty

of Waitangi and prevent them
from applying only to Maori —
whose chiefs signed the docu-
ment when New Zealand was
colonised.
But others read “proud to be
Maori” or acknowledged the
bearer’s heritage as a non-Maori
person endorsing the protest.
Some denounced the wide-
spread expropriation of Maori
land during colonisation, one of
the main grievances arising
from the treaty.
“The treaty is a document that
lets us be here in Aotearoa so
holding it up and respecting it
is really important,” said Ben
Ogilvie, who is of Pakeha or
New Zealand European descent,
using the Maori name for the
country. “I hate what this gov-
ernment is doing to tear it
down.”
Police estimated that 42,000
people tried to crowd into
Parliament’s grounds, with some
spilling into the surrounding
streets. People crammed them-
selves onto the children’s slide

on the lawn for a vantage point;
others perched in trees.
The tone was almost joyful; as
people waited to leave the
cramped area, some struck up
Maori songs that most New
Zealanders learn at school.
A sea of Maori sovereignty
flags in red, black and white
stretched down the lawn and
into the streets. But marchers
bore Samoan, Tongan,
Indigenous Australian, U.S.,
Palestinian and Israeli flags,
too. At Parliament, speeches
from political leaders drew
attention to the reason for the
protest — a proposed law that
would change the meaning of
words in the country’s founding
treaty, cement them in law and
extend them to everyone.
Its author, libertarian lawmak-
er David Seymour — who is
Maori — says the process of
redress for decades of Crown
breaches of its treaty with Maori
has created special treatment for
Indigenous people, which he
opposes.
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Pakistan federal authorities
have outlawed all sorts of pub-
lic gatherings in the capital
region for two months ahead of
a planned protest by jailed for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan’s party.
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) last week
announced to protest in
Islamabad on November 24 to
force the government to release
its jailed founding leader, incar-
cerated for more than a year.
The federal government retal-
iated by imposing Section 144
in Islamabad, a colonial era law
that prohibits public assem-
blies.
According to different notifica-
tions issued by the office of
Islamabad District Magistrate
Usman Ashraf on Monday,
Section 144 has been imple-
mented due to “certain seg-
ments of society” planning
“unlawful assemblies … which
can disrupt public peace and

tranquillity.”
Public gatherings of five or
more people were banned, as
they might “threaten public
peace and tranquillity, cause
public annoyance or injury,
endanger human life and safe-
ty, pose a threat to public prop-
erty, and … lead to a riot or an
affray including sectarian riot
within the revenue/territorial
limits of district Islamabad.”
The notifications banned
sound systems to play “all
kinds of objectionable/sectar-
ian related speeches and ser-
mons” and has also been pro-
hibited under the order.
Similarly, the use of loudspeak-
ers to antagonise
“political/social groups/reli-
gious sects.”
The district magistrate also
banned firecrackers, the display
of firearms as well as the dis-
tribution of hand-bills, pam-
phlets and affixing of posters.
The ban would be in place for
two months, “unless revoked or
extended,” the order said.

However, the banning of rallies
may hardly have any impact on
the PTI which in the past
flouted Section 144 several
times, political observers said,
adding, the protesters usually
invoke a constitutional provi-
sion that provides the right of
peaceful assembly and protest
to all citizens.
Earlier Khan’s sister Aleema
Khan, after meeting him in the
Adiala Jail at Rawalpindi on
November 13, told the journal-
ists that everyone from the PTI,
including workers, members of
parliament, and party support-
ers should join the protest on
November 24.
Khan, 72, has been incarcerat-
ed in multiple cases since
August last year. He has been
convicted in a few and got bail
in some but continues to be in
jail on account of other cases.
“This is the moment when you
will have to decide (whether)
you want to live under martial
law or live with freedom,” she
quoted Khan as saying.
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AUnited States envoy
returned to Beirut on

Tuesday, where Lebanese offi-
cials have tentatively welcomed
a proposal for an Israel-
Hezbollah cease-fire. There
was no such optimism in the
Gaza Strip, where the mass
looting of aid trucks by armed
men worsened an already
severe food crisis.
Amos Hochstein, the Biden
administration’s pointman on
Israel and Lebanon, arrived as
Hezbollah’s allies in the
Lebanese government said it
had responded positively to the
proposal, which would entail
both the militants and Israeli
ground forces withdrawing
from a UN buffer zone in
southern Lebanon.
It’s unclear how close they are
to clinching an agreement. The
buffer zone would be policed
by thousands of additional UN
peacekeepers and Lebanese
troops. Israel has called for a
stronger enforcement mecha-
nism, potentially including the
ability to operate against any
Hezbollah threats, something
Lebanon is likely to oppose.
In Gaza, meanwhile, the theft
of nearly 100 trucks loaded
with food and other humani-

tarian aid over the weekend
sent prices soaring and caused
shortages in central Gaza,
where most of the population
of 2.3 million people have fled
and where hundreds of thou-
sands are crammed into squalid
tent camps. An even more
severe hunger crisis is under-
way in the north, where Israel
has been waging a weekslong
offensive that has killed hun-
dreds of people and driven tens
of thousands from their homes.
Experts say a famine might
already have set in there.
Food prices soar in central
Gaza after looting: On
Monday, a crowd of people
waited outside a shuttered bak-
ery in the central city of Deir
al-Balah. A woman who had
been displaced from Gaza City,
identifying herself as Umm
Shadi, said the price of flour
had climbed to 400 shekels
(over $100) a bag, if it can even
be found.
Nora Muhanna, another
woman displaced from Gaza
City, said she was leaving
empty-handed after waiting
five hours for a bag of bread for
her children. “From the begin-
ning, there are no goods, and
even if they are available, there
is no money,” she said.
The United Nations said armed

men stole food and other aid
from 98 trucks over the week-
end, the largest single incident
of its kind since the start of the
war. It did not say who was
behind the theft.
UN spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said the convoy of 109
trucks was instructed by the
Israeli military to take an “alter-
native, unfamiliar route” after
the aid was brought in through
the Kerem Shalom crossing,
and that the trucks were stolen
near the crossing itself.
Israel has long accused Hamas
of stealing aid, allegations
denied by the militant group.
Al-Aqsa TV, a media outlet
operated by the militants, said
Hamas-run security forces in
Gaza had launched an opera-
tion against looters, killing 20
of them. The report implied
that members of tribal groups
near Rafah were behind the
theft. 
The Hamas-run government
had a police force of tens of
thousands that maintained a
high degree of public security
before the war, but they have
vanished from the streets in
many areas after being target-
ed by Israeli strikes. Hamas says
it has taken measures to pre-
vent both looting and price-
gouging in local markets.
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With banners, bullhorns,
toy tractors and an angry

message, thousands of British
farmers descended on
Parliament on Tuesday to
protest a tax hike they say will
deal a “hammer blow” to strug-
gling family farms.
UK farmers are rarely as mili-
tant as their European neigh-
bours, and Britain has not seen
large-scale protests like those
that have snarled cities in
France and other European
countries. Now, though, farm-
ers say they will step up their
action if the government does-
n’t listen. The flashpoint is the
government’s decision in its
budget last month to scrap a tax
break dating from the 1990s
that exempts agricultural prop-
erty from inheritance tax. From
April 2026, farms worth more
than 1 million pounds ($1.3
million) face a 20% tax when
the owner dies and they are
passed on to the next genera-
tion. “Everyone’s mad,” said
Olly Harrison, co-organizer of
a protest that flooded the
streets around Prime Minister
Keir Starmer’s Downing Street
office with angry farmers. He
said many “want to take to the
streets and block roads and go
full French”. Organisers urged
protesters not to bring farm
machinery into central
London, though a handful of
tractors drove past Downing
Street festooned with signs
saying “the final straw” and “no
farmers, no food”.
They were cheered by a tight-
ly packed crowd — many in in
the countryside uniform of
Barbour jackets. Some held
signs proclaiming “Stand with
a farmer, not Starmer”.
Children on toy tractors were
due to lead a march around

Parliament Square after a rally
addressed by speakers includ-
ing former “Top Gear” TV host
and celebrity farmer Jeremy
Clarkson. Another 1,800 farm-
ers were invited into Parliament
for a “mass lobby” of lawmak-
ers nearby organised by the
National Farmers’ Union.
“The human impact of this pol-
icy is simply not acceptable, it’s
wrong,” NFU President Tom
Bradshaw told farmers gath-
ered for the mass lobby. “It’s
kicking the legs out from under
British food security.”
Volatile weather exacerbated by
climate change, global instabil-
ity and the upheaval caused by
Britain’s 2020 departure from
the European Union have all
added to the burden on UK
farmers. Many feel the Labour
Party government’s tax change,
part of an effort to raise billions
of pounds to fund public ser-
vices, is the last straw.
“Four out of the last five years,
we’ve lost money,” said
Harrison, a fifth-generation
farmer who grows cereal crops
on his family farm near
Liverpool in northwest
England. “The only thing that’s
kept me going is doing it for my
kids. And maybe a little bit of
appreciation on the land allows
you to keep borrowing, to keep
going. But now that’s just dis-
appeared overnight.”
Starmer’s centre-left govern-
ment says the “vast majority” of
farms -– about 75% — will not
have to pay inheritance tax, and
various loopholes mean that a
farming couple can pass on an
estate worth up to 3 million
pounds ($3.9 million) to their
children tax-free. The 20%
levy is half the 40% inheritance
tax paid on other land and
property in the UK.
Supporters of the tax say it will
recoup money from wealthy

people who have bought up
agricultural land as an invest-
ment, driving up the cost of
farmland in the process.
“It’s become the most effective
way for the super rich to avoid
paying their inheritance tax,”
Environment Secretary Steve
Reed wrote in the Daily
Telegraph, adding that high
land prices were “robbing
young farmers of the dream of
owning their own farm.”
But the famers’ union says more
than 60% of working farms
could face a tax hit. And while
farms may be worth a lot on
paper, profits are often small.
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Indic Wisdom, a Mumbai-
based manufacturer of high-

quality wood-pressed oils on
Tuesday  raised funds in a Pre-
series A round primarily led
by Rockstud Capital along
with other investors.
A significant rise in consumer
awareness about their health
and a shift in preference
towards natural, nutrient-
dense food products is driving
the demand for cold-pressed
oils. 
These oils, renowned for their
high nutritional content,
including essential vitamins,
antioxidants, and fatty acids,
offer a superior alternative to
refined oils, which often
undergo processing that can
strip them of valuable
nutrients.
Indic Wisdom Pvt. Limited
traces its inspiration to India’s
egalitarian culinary traditions. 
Growing up with the belief
that food should be natural
and shared, Prajakta Khare &
Kaustubh Khare founded
Indic Wisdom to
contemporise that

civilisational wisdom and
invested in manufacturing to
produce goodness at scale. 
It is strategically positioned to
capitalize on the burgeoning
market for premium cold-
pressed oils. 
Their comprehensive product
range, encompassing cooking
oils, multipurpose oils, and
specialty oils, caters to the
diverse needs and preferences
of health-conscious
consumers. The founders
bring over two decades of
combined experience in digital
transformation, artificial
Intelligence, and
onshore/offshore sales. 
Their expertise, honed
through previous roles, is now

dedicated to a singular
mission: to modernize India's
ancient culinary traditions
through continuous
innovation and knowledge
expansion. 
By doing so, they aim to create
products that promote global
well-being.
Prajakta Khare, co-founder of
Indic Wisdom, says, “With
Indic Wisdom, we want to take
India's timeless tradition of
prasad – food that is pure,
sustainable, and meant for
everyone - to the world. 
We are doing this by
incorporating modern
production best practices and
quality standards in traditional
food production practices.”
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Artemis Health Sciences
Foundation (AHSF), in

partnership with Pinkishe
Foundation, launched the
'Her Comfort' campaign to
promote menstrual health
awareness among adolescent
girls in underserved areas of
Gurugram. 
The initiative, launched at
Govt. Senior Secondary
School, Basai, aims to benefit
1,500 girls by providing
hygiene kits and education to
combat stigma and promote
menstrual health. 
The kits include sanitary
pads, undergarments, and
educational materials for six
months. 
Workshops will dispel myths
and empower girls to manage
their health confidently. 

'Her Comfort'
campaign to
promote menstrual
health awareness
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IndusInd Bank Limited
(IBL) and Bharat Financial

Inclusion Limited (BFIL) on
Monday announced a
collaboration with the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare (MoA &
FW), Government of India, to
launch the Bharat Sanjeevani
Krishi Utthan initiative.
This initiative aims to support
the government's flagship
program, "Formation and
Promotion of 10,000 Farmer
Producer Organizations
(FPOs)"providing a robust
framework to empower FPOs
across the country.
This collaboration has been
driven through BFIL and
IBL's Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
initiatives and aims to
enhance agricultural
productivity, promote

sustainable farming practices,
and improve farmers' income
consistently, across 11 states
namely Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Odisha,
Rajasthan, Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh, and West Bengal.
Commenting on this
significant partnership, Mr.
Faiz Ahmed Kidwai,
Additional Secretary, MoA &
FW, GoI, said, "BFIL and
IBL's commitment to
leveraging technology in
agriculture is commendable.
By utilizing IT solutions,
providing project
management support, and
extending their expertise,
BFIL& IBLare empowering
farmers to make data-driven
decisions and enhance their
production practices,
contributing to the growth
and sustainability of the
agricultural sector."
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Vinay Ranjan, Director,
Coal India Limited (CIL),

on Monday received the
Green World Awards 2024
during much-awaited
presentation ceremony at The
Orangery, Kensington Palace,
London today. 
The award was given by The
Green Organisation, which
began in 1994 and is an
independent, non-political,
non-profit environment
group. 
Vinay Ranjay said that let's
this moment inspire us all to
take action,             protect our
environment,  and ensure a
sustainable future for
generations to come." 
He thanked everyone who
supported me on this
incredible journey. 
The Certificate of
Achievement was present to
Coal India Coal India Ltd in
recognition of winning a
Green World Award for their
commitment to environment
best practice.  
CIL, living up to its Corporate
Citizen role is one of the
largest spenders in the
country under Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR).
Coal India as a corporate
entity,       it contributes to the
country's economically and
socially apart from its core
role as energy provider.
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Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan

on Tuesday expressed
concern over soil
degradation affecting 30 per
cent of India's land and
stressed the need for urgent
measures to maintain soil
quality for sustainable
farming.
Addressing a global
conference on soil through
video conferencing,
Chouhan said improving
soil health is crucial for
achieving Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
related to zero hunger,
climate action and life on
land.
"We are producing more
than 330 million tonnes
foodgrains annually and
exporting worth USD 50
billion. 

This success however comes
with concerns, especially
regarding soil health," the
minister said.
According to Chouhan,

about 30 per cent of India's
land is experiencing
degradation due to rising
fertiliser consumption,
imbalanced use of fertilisers,

exploitation of natural
resources and wrong soil
management practices.
The minister highlighted
various government
initiatives, including the
distribution of more than
220 million soil health cards
to farmers and the
promotion of micro
irrigation, organic and
natural farming methods.
However, he emphasised
that more focused efforts are
needed, particularly in view
of rising temperatures,
erratic rainfall patterns and
climate change challenges.
A new programme on
modern agriculture will
soon be launched to bridge
the gap between scientists
and farmers, Chouhan
added.
Speaking at the event, Niti
Aayog member Ramesh
Chand questioned the

limited adoption of
conservation agriculture and
zero tillage methods in India
and South Asia, despite their
successful implementation
in South American
countries like Brazil and
Argentina.
While some NGOs and
private companies are
promoting regenerative
agriculture and natural
farming, these initiatives
remain limited in scope,
Chand told the conference,
calling on the Indian Soil
Scientists Society (ISSS) to
spearhead larger-scale
solutions.
The conference was
attended by ICAR Director
General Himanshu Pathak,
Protection of Plant Varieties
and Farmers' Rights
Authority Chairperson
Trilochan Mohapatra, and
ISSS President H Pathak.

Agriculture Minister sounds alarm on
soil degradation, calls for urgent action
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In order to keep EVs
competitive there is a need

to reduce GST on batteries
and charging services, FICCI
Electric Vehicle Committee
Chair Sulajja Firodia Motwani
said on Tuesday.
Speaking at the sidelines of
FICCI National Conference
on EVs here, she also exhorted
the need to enhance PM E-
Drive corpus to support
enhanced sales of EVs.
"We would be making a
recommendation to the GST
council to rationalise the GST
taxation on EV-related areas,"
Motwani said.
Elaborating on the demands,
she noted, "Currently the GST
on charging services is still 18
per cent which we would
request to bring down to 5 per
cent so that charging becomes
more affordable to the
consumers."
Secondly, the GST on batteries
should also come down to 5
per cent, she added.
"While EVs attract a GST of 5
per cent, GST on batteries is

18 per cent. 
The request is to reduce it to 5
per cent so that when
consumers buy replacement
batteries, it is more
affordable," Motwani said.
Meeting that these two
reforms on GST will help a lot
in making EVs more
competitive for the
consumers, she stated.
While welcoming the PM E-
Drive scheme, Motwani said
that with rising demand there
is a need to review the
incentive amounts.
"We believe that because the
demand is growing, perhaps
the incentive amounts have to
be reviewed so that the budget
under the PM E-Drive scheme

overall is enhanced to ensure
that the total number of
vehicles sold in the next two
years are eligible for the
incentive," she stated.
She further said, "We do
believe that PM E-Drive has
great potential, and it will go a
long way in further
accelerating electric mobility."
Motwani also emphasised that
EVs should be part of priority
sector lending.
"We do believe there's a strong
case to allow and to help
having affordable financing
for EVs that can make it more
cost competitive for not just
the classes, but for the
masses," she said.
FICCI President and
Mahindra Group MD and
CEO Anish Shah said electric
four-wheelers currently have a
1.5 per cent penetration in
India which indicates that
"much work is needed".
India has a history of
leapfrogging other countries
and the discussion shifts to
the requirements for
achieving this with EVs, he
said.
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The government is working
to address the issues

related to steel imports,
Union Steel Minister H D
Kumaraswamy said on
Tuesday.
The industry has apprised the
ministry and it is aware of the
issue, Kumaraswamy told PTI
on the sidelines FICCI's
Conference on 'Electric
Vehicles – Accelerating E-
mobility: Enablers and
Imperative'.
"Some issues are there. 
They (steel players) are telling
some substandard material is
getting imported from some
countries. 
For that we are working," he
said.
Domestic steel players have
been consistently raising
their concerns over rising
cheap steel imports from
select nations, affecting their
competitiveness.
Steel imports have risen by
nearly 50 per cent in the first
six months of FY25

compared to the same period
last year, with China being
the largest contributor,
BigMint CEO Dhruv Goel
said.
"This surge is primarily
driven by increased Chinese
steel exports due to slowing
domestic demand there.
China's exports are projected
to surpass 100 million tonnes
in 2024, the highest in eight
years," he said.
Additionally, Vietnam has
contributed significant
incremental volumes to
India. Exports from Vietnam
benefit from the free trade
agreement, which exempts
them from import duties,
Goel noted.
According to BigMint data,
India's steel imports were at
5.51 million tonnes (MnT) in
April-September 2024-25,
higher from 3.66 MnT in the
year-ago period.
Imports from China have
surged to 1.85 MnT during
that period from 1.02 MnT in
April-September period of
financial year 2023-24.
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The Central Consumer
Protection Authority

(CCPA) will soon release
guidelines on diamond sector
to ensure explicit labelling
and certification of all dia-
monds and prohibit the use of
misleading terms in trade.
The CCPA has organised a
stakeholder consultation on
consumer protection in the
diamond sector to deliberate
on the use of appropriate
terminology for diamonds,
an official statement said on
Tuesday.
The consultation, chaired by
Nidhi Khare, Chief
Commissioner, Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA), brought
together key industry
stakeholders and experts.
"The CCPA will soon release
a robust framework to
ensure transparency,
accountability, and
consumer protection across
the diamond industry," the
statement said.
The meeting addressed
critical concerns regarding

the lack of standardised
terminology and inadequate
disclosure practices in the
diamond sector.
"These gaps have resulted in
consumer confusion and
misleading practices,
especially concerning the
differentiation between
natural diamonds and lab-
grown diamonds," it pointed
out.
Industry consensus
emphasised the need for
ethical marketing practices
and consistent terminology
to enhance consumer
protection.

"Comprehensive guidelines
were proposed to mandate:
Explicit labelling and
certification of all diamonds,
specifying their origin and
production method;
prohibition of misleading
terms like 'natural' or
'genuine' for lab-grown
products; accreditation
systems to regulate and
standardise diamond testing
laboratories, curbing the rise
of unregulated entities," the
statement said.
The consultation was a
significant step toward
building a transparent and

consumer-centric diamond
market.
During the consultation, the
broad key aspects and
prevailing Legal and
Regulatory frameworks were
discussed in detail.
Citing an example, the
CCPA said that The Legal
Metrology Act, 2009, under
Section 12, provides the unit
of mass for diamonds, pearls,
and precious stones as the
carat (symbol: c), equivalent
to 200 milligrams or one
five-thousandth of a
kilogram, ensuring
standardised measurements
for consistency in
commercial transactions
across the diamond industry.
The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) Standard IS
15766:2007 mandates that
the term "diamond" alone
must exclusively refer to
natural diamonds. 
Synthetic diamonds cannot
be labelled as "diamond"
without qualification and
must be explicitly referred to
as “synthetic diamonds,”
irrespective of the
production method or

material used.
To maintain market clarity,
synthetic diamonds are also
prohibited from being
graded alongside natural
diamonds.
Under the Consumer
Protection Act,   2019, a
robust legal framework to
safeguard consumer interests
by preventing unfair trade
practices and ensuring
transparent labelling in the
diamond industry is
provided. 
This prohibits misleading
descriptions or omissions
that may confuse consumers.
Further, Central Board in
Direct Taxes and Custom
(CBIC) reinforced these
measures, mandating the
explicit declaration of
whether a diamond is
natural or lab-grown, and if
lab-grown, the production
method—Chemical Vapor
Deposition (CVD), High
Pressure High Temperature
(HPHT), or others—must be
specified to ensure
transparency and
accountability in the
diamond sector. 
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Foreign portfolio investor
Emerging India Focus Funds

has settled a case pertaining to the
alleged violations of FPI rules with
capital markets watchdog Sebi after
paying Rs 64.35 lakh as settlement
charges.
In a corrigendum to its settlement
order, Sebi on Tuesday said that
the case concerns to non-
compliance with the 'fit and
proper' criteria for the period from
October 13, 2022, to April 11,
2023.
The latest order came after the
applicant filed an application with
Sebi proposing to settle the
proceedings initiated against it,
"without admitting or denying the

findings of facts and conclusions
of law" through a settlement order.
The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) initiated
adjudication proceedings against
the applicant and issued a show
cause notice in February for the
alleged violations of FPI
Regulations and Intermediaries
Regulations.
Pending adjudication proceedings,
Emerging India Focus Funds filed
an application with Sebi and paid
Rs 64.35 lakh on November 13 to
settle the alleged violations.
"In view of the acceptance of the
settlement terms and the receipt of
settlement amount- by Sebi, the
instant adjudication proceedings
initiated against applicant vide
SCN (show cause notice) dated

February 29, 2024, is disposed of,"
Sebi said in its order passed on
Monday.
The SCN was issued to the
applicant on account of revocation

of license of its controlling
shareholder - Emerging India
Fund Management Ltd- by the
Mauritius financial regulator
Financial Services Commission

(FSC) after which the applicant
was not in compliance with the 'fit
and proper' criteria for the period
from October 13, 2022 to April 11,
2023.
Further, the applicant failed to
forthwith inform Sebi and the
Designated Depository Participant
about the change in its eligibility
status.
EIFF replaced the controlling
shareholder with a new fit and
proper entity only in April 2023,
sources said.
Between April 2022 and April
2023, therefore, EIFF was in
breach of Sebi regulations, and a
show cause notice was duly served
on them. This has now been duly
settled.
EIFF has only invested in mutual

funds in India since November
2021.
Emerging India Focus Funds was
named in the Hindenburg
Research report, which which
alleged that the fund was used to
inflate the volume as well as price
of the Adani Group companies.
Sources close to the development
said that the case that has been
settled with Emerging India Focus
Funds (EIFF) has nothing to do
with the Adani or Hindenburg
report related to enforcement
actions undertaken by Sebi.
Specifically, this case does not
form a part of the 24 cases that
were reported to the expert
committee set up by the Supreme
Court after the Hindenburg
Report of January 2023. 
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PTI n RAJGIR (BIHAR)

Defending champions
India continued their
unbeaten run and

defeated Japan 2-0 to enter
the final of the women’s
Asian Champions Trophy
hockey tournament here on
Tuesday.
Vice-captain Navneet Kaur
converted a penalty stroke in
the 48th minute while
Lalaremsiami struck from
field play in the 56th minute
for India, who had plenty of
scoring chances including 13
penalty corners.
India will face China, whom
they defeated in the league
stages, in the final on
Wednesday. Earlier, China
beat Malaysia 3-1 in the first
semifinal.
Malaysia will take on Japan
in the third-fourth place
match, while Korea finished
fifth after beating Thailand

3-0 in the fifth-sixth place
classification match.
The Indians continued their
attacking game and put on
early pressure on the
Japanese defence, just like
the last league game.
The play was mostly inside
the Japanese half as the
Indian defence was hardly
tested.
India had the first shot at the
goal inside the initial five
minute. Skipper Salima
Tete’s attempt was thwarted
by Japanse goalkeeper Yu
Kudo.
The Indians repeatedly
penetrated the Japanese
citadel and in the process
secured two penalty corners
in a span of two minutes but
Kudo was alert under the
bar to deny Navneet Kaur
and Deepika.
Three minutes into the
second quarter, India
secured three back-to-back

penalty corners but failed to
find the back of the net.
It was raining penalty
corners for the hosts as they
got back-to-back set pieces
in the 21st minute but Kudo
produced a brilliant save
with her fully-stretched
right leg to deny Deepika
again.
In the 24th minute, India
earned a penalty corner
followed by another in the
next minute but failed to get
past Japanese goalkeeper
Kudo, as they also lacked in
execution.
A minute after the change of
ends, India secured two
penalty corners but wasted
both. In the 35th minute,
Kodu again denied Deepika
from a set piece.
In the 41st minute, Deepika
stole the ball just outside the
Japanese circle, but shot
wide from a one-on-one
situation with Kudo.

Seconds from the end of
third quarter, Kudo once
again pulled off a brilliant
save to deny Udita from
another penalty corner.
In the 47th minute, India
secured their 12th penalty
corner but failed to breach
Kudo.
But a minute later, India
broke the deadlock through
a penalty stroke earned by
Deepika and Navneet made
no mistake.
The goal seemed to have
rejuvenated the Indians as
they scored a fine field goal
in the 56th minute.
Lalremsiami slammed into
the back of the Japanese goal
after she was brilliantly set
up by Sunelita Toppo’s
terrific run from the right
flank.
Japan got a penalty corner in
the dying moments, but
failed to get past a rock solid
Indian defence. 

India beat Japan 2-0, to face China in final of women’s ACT hockey

AP n ST. LOUIS (US)

Christian Pulisic scored twice in
the first half, Tim Weah got a goal

in his return to the U.S. National team
from a red card and the Americans
beat Jamaica 4-2 for a 5-2 aggregate
win in their CONCACAF Nations
League quarterfinal.
Playing their first competitive
matches under coach Mauricio
Pochettino, the United States
advanced to a semifinal on March 20
at Inglewood, California. The
Americans won the first three
editions of the tournament.
The U.S. Also qualified for next year’s
CONCACAF Gold Cup, while
Jamaica will have to play a qualifier.
Pulisic put the U.S. Ahead in the 13th
minute when he ran onto a long
looping pass from Weston McKennie
and kicked the ball past onrushing
goalkeeper Andre Blake. Pulisic
doubled the lead off a pass from
McKennie that Tanner Tessmann
dummied in the 33rd minute.

Pulisic’s shot deflected in off Di’Shon
Bernard for his 33rd international
goal.
Ricardo Pepi, who scored off a Pulisic
pass in the opening leg in Kingston
on Thursday, boosted the lead to 3-0
in the 42nd with his 13th goal, a

right-foot shot from just outside the
penalty area.
Demarai Gray scored the first of his
two goals for Jamaica in the 53rd and
Weah, who hit a post in the fourth
minute, put the U.S. Ahead 4-1 in the
56th when he settled a pass from

Yunus Musah and sent a shot just
under the crossbar for his seventh
goal.
Gray got his second goal in the 68th.
Costa Rica took a 1-0 lead into its
home match against Panama on
Monday night. On Tuesday, Mexico is
at home trying to overturn a 2-0 first-
leg loss at Honduras and Canada is
home with a 1-0 lead against
Suriname.
Weah started in place of injured
Johnny Cardoso after completing a
two-game suspension for a red card
against Panama in the Copa America
last summer. That was the only
change made by Pochettino from the
first leg.
Defender Tim Ream, at 37 the oldest
player on the roster, captained the
Americans in his hometown of St.
Louis.
Jamaica coach Steve McLaren, a
former England manager, told the
media that star Michail Antonio
wasn’t available because he lost his
passport and couldn’t get a U.

AP n LAS VEGAS

Jake Paul’s unanimous
victory over former

heavyweight champion Mike
Tyson might have been
disappointing from a
competitive standpoint, but
it drew record betting.
BetMGM said the fight
between the YouTube star
and the 58-year-old Tyson,
who showed his age by being
a sitting target, was its most-
bet boxing or mixed-martial
arts fight. The sportsbook
took three times the number
of bets and four times the
money of any combat sport
in BetMGM’s history.
Craig Mucklow, vice
president of trading at

Caesars Sportsbook, said the
fight was on par with an NFL
Monday night game. 
“We knew there would be
tremendous interest in the
fight, as the betting suggested
it was a generational
matchup in customer
demographics,” Mucklow
said. “Those old enough to
remember a prime Mike
Tyson got to live the
nostalgia one last time, while
those not old enough to
know Iron Mike were firmly
on the Jake Paul side of the
counter.”
DraftKings sports operations
director Johnny Avello said
the fight also was its most-
bet boxing match.
“The bettors were yearning

for Tyson to return to the
ring even at 58 years old, and
wanted to be a part of this
moment with one of the
icons of the sport,” Avello
said. “We’ll see who Jake Paul
fights next, but his matches
have proven to create
immense buzz and
unprecedented action on our
platforms.”
The amount of betting can’t
necessarily be used to draw a
direct comparison with
betting on big fights in the
past since so many major
bouts, including Tyson’s
biggest fights, occurred
before sports betting was
legalized beyond Nevada in
2018. It’s still not legal in 38
states. But the fight at
AT&amp;T Stadium in
Arlington, Texas, still drew
an enormous handle.
Most of the wagers at
BetMGM Sportsbook were
on proposition bets, with the
most popular being on Tyson
to prevail either by knockout,
decision or a first-round KO.
Though Paul was a -175
favorite, 67% of the tickets
and 53% of the money at
BetMGM was on Tyson.
“Paul winning was a good
outcome for the sportsbook,”
BetMGM senior trader Alex
Rella said.

AP n NEW YORK

The PGA Tour policy
board have approved

eligibility changes that
eliminate 25 cards through
the FedEx Cup in the first
reduction of jobs since the
all-exempt tour began in
1983.
Starting in 2026, only the
top 100 in the FedEx Cup are
assured full status the
following year.
The board voted on
proposals from the 16-
member Player Advisory
Council aimed at giving
everyone who earns a full
PGA Tour card a chance to
get into enough
tournaments to have a fair
chance at keeping their
cards.
It also approved smaller field
sizes — a maximum of 144
players, down from 156 —

for tournaments on one
course with ample daylight
hours. Another change was
eliminating the four
restricted sponsor
exemptions, allocating them
to what amounts to the
alternate list.
Open tournaments still get
unrestricted sponsor
exemptions (typically four)
they can give to whomever
they want. With changes not
taking effect until 2026, that
makes next year even more
cutthroat with more than
170 players who have cards
trying to finish in the top
100.
“The PAC discussions were
based on a number of
guiding principles,
including our belief that
PGA Tour membership is
the pinnacle of achievement
in men’s professional golf,”
said Adam Scott, a player

director on the policy board
who who also serve on the
competitions subcommittee
of the PAC.
“The changes approved
today will provide equitable
playing opportunities for
new young talent to be
showcased, and positively
refine the playing
experience for our
members.”
It will be tougher than ever
to get a PGA Tour card.
Along with players having to
finish in the top 100 —
tournament winners still get
a two-year exemption — the
tour will award only 20 cards
to the Korn Ferry Tour,
along with cards for the
leading 10 players not
already exempt on the
European tour and five from
Q-school.
Players who came through
the Korn Ferry and Europe

fall behind the top 100 and
tournament winners in the
priority list. Previously, they
often had to go weeks at a
time without a spot for them

to play. Up until the early
1980s, only the top 60 were
exempt and everyone else
had to go through
qualifying. Because players

had a card that didn’t
guarantee starts, the PGA
Tour switched to the all-
exempt tour for the top 125
in 1983. That’s been the

number ever since.
It’s the latest significant
adjustment to the tour since
the disruption of Saudi-
backed LIV Golf, which
began in June 2022. In the
last two years, the tour has
created $20 million
signature events with
limited fields and a
postseason for only the top
70 players.
“The reality is that we’re all
playing under different
circumstances than we were
four years ago,” PAC
Chairman Camilo Villegas
said in three weeks ago when
the changes were proposed.
“We had no competition. We
were the best. All of a
sudden we have competition
and there are little shifts.
The changes we’re proposing
make a better product. What
does having a PGA Tour
card mean?”

The tour also announced
changes to the FedEx Cup
points distribution that start
in 2025, awarding more
points to second place and
decreasing points from 11th
place and down. For
signature events, the
decrease starts after seventh
place.
Monday qualifying will offer
four spots only to 144-man
fields, reducing the number
to two spots for 132-man
fields and none when only
120 players are in the field.
There also was the ongoing
pace-of-play problem, which
rules officials for years have
argued was due primarily to
too many players on the
course. The field sizes would
be 120 players before
Daylight Savings Time, then
up to 132 players and a
maximum of 144 in the
summer.

PGA Tour approves reduction to 100 players keeping cards off FedEx Cup list

AP nMADRID

Denmark and Croatia
completed the Nations

League quarterfinals lineup
after both sides secured draws.
Denmark went 0-0 in Serbia,
and Croatia came from behind
to share 1-1 with visiting
Portugal.
They joined France, Italy,
Germany, Spain, Portugal and
the Netherlands in the last
eight.
The quarterfinals will be held
from March 20-23.
In Warsaw, Liverpool fullback
Andy Robertson scored an
injury time header to give
Scotland a 2-1 win over Poland
and send the host down into
League B. Scotland has a
playoff to secure its League A
status.
Northern Ireland will step up to
League B after topping its
group. Northern Ireland let slip
a two-goal lead but drew in
Luxembourg 2-2. Romania
hammered Cyprus 4-1.
San Marino will jump into
Group C after beating
Lichtenstein 3-1.
Scotland wins again
After going nine matches
without a win, Scotland
appeared rejuvenated as it
condemned a Robert
Lewandowski-less Poland to
League B.
Scotland took just one point
from its first four games in
Group A1 but beat Croatia at
home on Friday and was 1-0 up
after three minutes in Warsaw.
Billy Gilmour’s threaded pass
found Ben Doak, who rolled
the ball to John McGinn to
score his second goal in four
days.
Scotland hit the woodwork
twice in the first half and its
inability to open a greater lead
almost cost it when Kamil
Piatkowski lashed a stunning
strike into the top corner of the
net to equalize 14 minutes into
the second period.
However, Scotland pushed
forward for a winner and
Robertson headed the decider
in the third minute of stoppage
time.
Croatia struggle
Croatia needed only a draw to
secure qualification but it made
the home fans in Split sweat
before getting the point it
needed against group winner
Portugal.

With 32 minutes gone, João
Felix brought down a superb
45-yard pass from Vitinha and
slipped the ball under the
advancing keeper to give the
visitors the lead. When Andrej
Kramaric hit the post and Josko
Gvardiol had a 62nd minute
goal ruled out for offside it
looked like it might not be
Croatia’s night.
But Manchester City’s Gvardiol
got the equalizer just a few
minutes later and Croatia held
on to take the second
quarterfinal spot from Group
A1.
Spain beats Switzerland
There was little to play for in
Tenerife, where Spain, top of
Group A4, took on the already
relegated Switzerland.
Coach Luis de la Fuente offered
a first start to Barcelona
midfielder Marc Casadó and
gave debuts to Samu and Aitor
Paredes in a much-changed
Spain side.
But it was the two Bryans, Gil
and Zaragoza, who got the
goals that mattered for the
European champions.
Pedri’s first half penalty was
saved but Yeremi Pino
converted to put Spain ahead.
Joel Monteiro equalized for
Switzerland after 63 minutes
but Bryan Gil got Spain back in
front five minutes later. Andi
Zeqiri equalized again from the
penalty spot with five minutes
remaining but a stoppage time
penalty from Bryan Zaragoza
at the other end gave Spain all
three points.
Denmark draws in Serbia
In Leskovac, Serbia controlled
most of the game against
Denmark but could not get the
goal it needed to progress from
Group A4. Dušan Vlahovic was
in fine form for the home side
but the Danes held out to take
second spot, eight points

behind winner Spain but two
ahead of the Serbs, for which
Strahinja Pavlovic was sent off
near the end.
Northern Ireland steps up
Northern Ireland finished on
top of Group C3 even though it
blew a 2-0 lead in Luxembourg.
Isaac Price opened the scoring
after 19 minutes and the
Standard Liege midfielder set
up Conor Bradley for the
second five minutes into the
second half. The opener was
Northern Ireland’s 100th under
coach Michael O’Neill.
However, even though the
home side scored twice in the
last 18 minutes, Northern
Ireland ended its campaign
with 11 points, two ahead of
Bulgaria, which drew at home
with Belarus 1-1. Luxembourg
finished last.
Romania and Kosovo win
Romania finished on top of
Group C2 with a 4-1 win over
Cyprus. Daniel Bîrligea put
Romania ahead after two
minutes and Razvan Marin
scored twice before Florinel
Coman made it four.
Ioannis Pittas got Cyprus’ goal
and the Cypriots’ Konstantinos
Laifis was sent off 13 minutes
from time.
Kosovo beat Lithuania 1-0 with
an early goal from Muharrem
Jashari, who was also sent off
on the stroke of halftime.
Kosovo finished second, three
points behind Romania, but an
asterisk remains over the final
placings following the
abandonment of Friday’s match
between the teams in
Bucharest.
The Kosovo players alleged
they were victims of pro-
Serbian chants by the home
fans and walked off the field in
the final minute. UEFA has
opened disciplinary
proceedings.

Pulisic scores twice, US beats Jamaica 4-2 for 5-2
aggregate win in CONCACAF Nations League QF

Mike Tyson-Jake Paul fight draws record
betting for a combat sports event

AP n MUNICH

João Palhinha’s year could be
over early after the Bayern

Munich midfielder was
injured on Portugal duty.
Palhinha will “be sidelined for
the coming weeks” after he
tore a muscle in his right
adductor, part of the hip and
thigh area, Bayern said on
Tuesday.
That kept Palhinha out of
Portugal’s 5-1 win over Poland
in the Nations League on
Friday and its 1-1 draw with
Croatia on Monday.
He is set to miss tough games
for Bayern including hosting
Paris Saint-Germain in the
Champions League next week,
facing Borussia Dortmund in

the German Klassiker on Nov.
30, and taking on defending
champion Bayer Leverkusen
in the German Cup on Dec. 3.
German media reported
Palhinha was not expected to
return until after the winter
break. Bayern’s last game
before the break is Dec. 20.
Bayern could have to rely on
Leon Goretzka, who has been
a fringe player this season,
because coach Vincent
Kompany’s other preferred
defensive midfielder,
Aleksandar Pavlovic, has yet to
return following surgery on a
broken collarbone last month.
Pavlovic has managed “some
elements” of training with the
rest of the team, Bayern said
on Monday.

Bayern midfielder Palhinha
faces weeks out after
injury while with Portugal

Croatia, Denmark qualify
for Nations League
quarterfinals with draws
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Former all-rounder Shane
Watson has advised the
Australian team to avoid

getting into confrontations with
Virat Kohli in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy as he feels the intensity the
celebrated Indian batter derives
from provocations brings the best
out of him.
Going through a lean run of form,
Kohli has enjoyed great success in
Australia in the past and will look to
regain his touch in the five-match
Test series, which gets underway on
Friday at the Optus Stadium here.
Provoking the Indian batting
mainstay has often proved to be
counterproductive for the
Australians, and Watson has
experienced it himself.
“The one thing that I know of Virat
is... Because the fire burns so
brightly and deep inside him, the
intensity he brings to every ball that
he is engaged in a game has been
superhuman,” Watson was quoted as
saying on the Willow Talk podcast.
“But, there have been in recent times
where moments in this career that
fire has started to go out because it is
just so hard to maintain that
intensity in every moment he is
involved in a game.
“And, that is where Australia have to
leave him alone and hope he doesn’t
bring the intensity -- nine out of 10
intensity -- to every ball.”
Kohli has played 13 Tests in

Australia since 2011, amassing 1,352
runs at an average of 54.08,
including six centuries and four
fifties, with a top score of 169.
While this would be his fifth tour
Down Under in the longest format,
Kohli’s best outing came during the

2014-15 series when he aggregated
692 runs in four Tests at an average
of 86.50, including four hundreds
and a half-century. These
remarkable numbers are not lost on
Watson. “We have seen that when he
has had success in Australia, he is up

and above for everything in the
middle. Every ball he is up for every
single moment.
“You can see the fierce intensity that
he brings, and if he gets that, then it
shuts everything else out. That is
when he is at his absolute best.

“If there is stuff happening around
and that intensity is not there, that is
when you will see the not-so-best
version of Virat. So from an
Australian perspective, let’s hope we
get to see that version of him,”
Watson said.
Kohli’s performance in the red-ball
format this year has been below par,
managing just 250 runs in six Tests
at an average of 22.72.
‘Smith wasn’t actually batting at his
best as an opener’
When the discussion turned to
Australian batting, Watson backed
Steve Smith to bring the very best of
him against the formidable Indian
bowling attack.
Smith will be back at his usual
number four slot after struggling as
opener following the retirement of
David Warner. 
“Steve wanted to open. He was super
keen to take up a new challenge. But,
one thing with that opportunity he
had was he wasn’t actually batting at
his best at that time,” Watson noted.
“So, he got an opportunity to open,
and Steve Smith at his very best
would have made the most out of it
because he just loves scoring runs,
whether it is opening or at No. 4.
You could see it a few times he got
out when he was opening – his game
and his technique was a little bit off.”
For the marquee series against fierce
rivals India, the Australian selectors
have picked 25-year-old uncapped
Nathan McSweeney to open the
innings alongside Usman Khawaja.

Australia have to leave Kohli alone, hope he
doesn’t bring the intensity: Shane Watson
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Virat Kohli has been
struggling for form of late

but veteran Australia spinner
has nothing but respect for the
Indian super star, who he says
is a champion you can not write
off. 
Kohli has been enduring a lean
patch over the past few months.
In his last 60 Test innings, he
has managed just two centuries
and 11 half-centuries. 
This year, he has averaged only
22.72 across six Tests, and in
the three games against New
Zealand, he could manage only
93 runs. 
But Lyon remains wary of what
Kohli could do in the five-
match Test series beginning
here on Friday. 
“Overall, look at his record. You
don’t write off champions. I’ve
got nothing but respect for
Virat,” Lyon was quoted as
saying by cricket.Com.Au.
“I want to get him out, there’s

no point in hiding behind that,
but it’s challenging. It’s been
pretty amazing competing
against him for so many times.
“Him and Smithy (Steve Smith)
are probably the best two
batters in our last era of this last
decade,” said the 36-year-old
off-spinner with 530 wickets
from 129 Tests. 
Lyon is one of the four
members of the current squad
who were part of Australia’s last
successful Test series against
India in 2014-15. 
India have won the last two
series in Australia but they have
come here after a shock 0-3 loss
at home against New Zealand.
Lyon doesn’t believe that India
are vulnerable this time
around. “They’re dangerous all
the time. They’re a side full of
superstars. They’ve got so
much experience, but talented
youth as well and you can never
write off that,” said Lyon, who
took 22 wickets when Australia
toured India in 2023. 
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Ashattering defeat to New
Zealand on home soil

would have caused a “little bit
of damage” to India’s
confidence but Australia will
not make the mistake of
underestimating the visitors,
said charismatic batter Marnus
Labuschagne here on Tuesday.
The world No. 2 India are
heading into the five-Test
Border-Gavaskar series,
starting here on Friday,
following their whitewash at
home, which ended their 12-
year unbeaten run in their own
backyard.
Australia’s middle-order
mainstay Labuschagne believes
the loss to the Kiwis would
have dented India’s confidence.
“It’s really hard to judge. They
played in completely different
conditions — spinning
conditions — but having India
come here off the back of a loss
at home is something that’s
never happened before (in my
career),” Labuschagne told the
media.
“I think that is a good thing in
terms of... They are probably a
little bit lower on confidence,
not coming off a Test victory,
losing to New Zealand 3-0. I
think that’s going to do a little
bit of damage to their
confidence.”
However, Labuschagne
insisted that Australia, who
have lost each of their last four
series to India both home and

India’s confidence ‘damaged’ but Australia won’t underestimate visitors: Labuschagne
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Captain Harry Kane
believes the 2026 World

Cup will not be his last
appearance for England.
There is increasing scrutiny
about the 31-year-old Kane’s
future, even though he
extended his all-time England
scoring record to 69 goals in
103 appearances as Ireland
was beaten 5-0 on Sunday at
Wembley Stadium.
The Bayern Munich striker
was surprisingly omitted
from the 3-0 win against
Greece last Thursday.
A statue and mural of Kane

were unveiled on Monday at
the east London home of his
former youth team Ridgeway
Rovers. The British Press
Association asked him if the
2026 World Cup is his last
shot at glory for England. “I
don’t think so,” he said.
“I think there’s a perception
when you get to your 30s that
you’re coming to an end, but
for me I’m performing at the
highest level I’ve ever
performed and feel as good as
I’ve ever felt, so it’s about
taking in the moment.
“I don’t like to look too far
ahead, and in my career I
never have.

“The World Cup (in the U.S.,
Mexico and Canada) is going
to be exciting. In America it
will be an incredible occasion
and ultimately it’s about
trying to win that, looking at
where you are, where to
improve and it will be no
different in a couple of years.”
Kane started playing at
Ridgeway Rovers at age five,
and liked his statue.
“It’s pretty special to be
honest, these are things I
didn’t think of when I was
young. It all began here and it
was the building blocks of my
career. This is a great
inspiration for the boys and
girls who play.”
Asked what it will take for
him to have a statue outside
Wembley, alongside Bobby
Moore, England’s 1966 World
Cup-winning captain, Kane
said, “I think we need to win a
major tournament.
“We’ve come close on a couple
of occasions and the next step
is for me and the other boys to
win.
We have a new coach coming
in March (Thomas Tuchel).
He’ll be great for us, he has
vast experience in the big
competitions, he’ll bring a
great energy to the team and
he’ll put his own stamp and
identity on the way we play
tactically.
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Former India head coach
Ravi Shastri is confident

that the “already world class”
Yashasvi Jaiswal will return
from the Australian tour a
significantly improved batter,
no matter the challenges he
encounters along the way.
Shastri said if Jaiswal can
adapt to the challenging Perth
pitch, known for its lively
bounce, the young opener
will play with freedom later
on in the series.
“I think he’ll be a better player
when he leaves Australian
shores. Already he’s world
class,” Shastri said at a Fox
Cricket event.
“You saw what he did against
England (and) just the
freedom with which he plays.
“I think once he adapts to
these conditions – it’s not
going to be easy to adjust in
Perth with that bounce, no
matter how talented you are.
You have got to be prepared to
do the hard yards.
“But if he can see that phase
through, I think he’ll
entertain. He will love these
pitches. He’s someone who
score pretty freely as well.”
Hailed as one of Indian
cricket’s brightest young
talents, the 21-year-old made

a dazzling start to his Test
career.
He cemented his spot in the
team with a stunning series
performance against England
earlier this year.
“He’s come up the hard way,
so you can see that hunger
and passion, not just in his
eyes, but when he’s out there
in the middle, fielding in the
slips. He wants to be involved
in the game.”
Having led India to two series
victories in Australia, Shastri
knows firsthand that
defeating the Aussies on their

home turf is no easy feat.
“It’s going to be tough,”
Shastri said.
“As I found out on my three
tours here as a coach, you
have to be at your best. Your A
game has to come to the park
very early if you want to catch
Australia on the wrong foot.
“You don’t want to give an
inch. I think that is the only
way. There is no other way
you can play. You’ve got to, or
you’re not going to get an
inch.
“You have got to understand
very early what to expect

from the media as well,
because they’ll be behind the
Australian team. But if you
can get your boys to get out
there and play as hard as it
gets be ready for some tough
cricket and perform, the
media will respect you.”
‘You will see Kohli firing in
the start of the series’
Virat Kohli has been enduring
a lean patch across all formats
in recent months, with just
two centuries and 11 half-
centuries in his last 60 Test
innings.
However, despite these
struggles, Kohli boasts a
remarkable record in
Australia.
Having toured Down Under
four times, the right-hander
averages an impressive 54.0,
and Shastri has once again
backed the veteran batter to
excel in the upcoming series.
“You mellow with age, don’t
you? But I think at the start of
the Test series, you might just
see (Kohli) firing again.He
needs to be, I’d like to see him
(like that) again,” Shastri was
quoted as saying by
news.Com.Au.
“In the face, that’s Kohli.
Come Australia, he’ll get his
juices going. It’s (about) how
he starts off, and for Australia,
it’s with Steve Smith.” 
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away, will have to guard against
complacency.
“They’re a quality line-up and
they’re one of the best teams in
the world. So you can never
underestimate a team like that,”
he said.
India staged an incredible
comeback on their last
Australia tour in 2020-21 to
win 2-1, despite the absence of
regular skipper Virat Kohli and
injuries to several other
frontline players along the way.
“That’s what happened in 2021
— the likes of (T) Natarajan
played, (Mohammad) Siraj got
his first crack in Australia,
Washington Sundar played,”
Labuschagne recalled.
“They had all these guys that
were probably a little bit new
— Shubman (Gill) played
those couple of games (in the
2020-21 series) – so there were
new faces around,” he added.

With India set to take the field
without regular captain Rohit
Sharma and No. 3 batter Gill in
the first Test at the Optus
Stadium here, Labuschagne
said India have enough talent
in their ranks to meet all

challenges.
“They’re a quality line-up and
they’ve showed that over a
period of time. You can’t ever
underestimate the depth of
Indian cricket,” he said.
“Anyone that’s gets the

opportunity to play for India
have had to do a lot of hard
work and find their way into
that side... To actually play for a
team like that, you have to be a
very good player,”
Labuschagne added. 


