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PRETFACE,

THE present volume gives the results of parts of two
seasons’ tours in Bundelkhund and Malwa, The chief
points of interest here described, are the discovery of several
monolith capitals and other remains of the time of Asoka
and his successors, and of numerous undoubted specimens
of the architecture of the Gupta period, Some of the in-
scriptions also are of exceptional interest, more especially
a record of Bhoja Deva, King of Kanauj, whose period is
now finally fixed to the last quarter of the ninth century A. D.
by the double date in the VikramAditya and S4ka eras. The
date thus obtained, confirms the accuracy of my previous
identification of this king from the date given in the Gwalior
inscription of S. 933, or A. D. 846, and from the mention of
his name in the Raja Tarangini during the time of Sankara
Varmma of Kashmir, who reigned from A.D. 883 to gor.
The short inscriptions containing the names of ParamArdi
Deva, and his conqueror Prithivi Raja, Chauhin, are also of
considerable interest, as they serve to fix the date of the
conquest of Mahoba, and the overthrow of the Chandela
monarchy, A dated record of Kiriti Varmma Chandel, from
the Rock-fort of Deogarh, is likewise valuable, as it furnishes
a fixed date for his reign.

In my last report [Vol. IX] I gave an outline of what
appeared to me to be a possible method of fixing the initial
point of the Gupta era. Since then, with the kind aid of my
friend BApu Deva SAstri, the able Professor of Mathematics
in the Benares College, I have been able to complete the

VOL. X,



vi PREFACE,

investigation, the results of which will be found in the Appen-
dix to the present volume. There I have given an example
of the simple mode of finding the number of the year of the
twelve-year cycle of Jupiter, according to the rule laid down
by Var&ha Mihira. As that example, however, was of a late
date, I will here give another of a much earlier period, by
taking the year 322 A. D., which, according to my calcula-
tion, was the year 156 of the Gupta era, and also the ycar
Mahd Vaisdkha of the twelve-year cycle of Jupiter, accord-
ing to the dates recorded in the copper-plate inscription of
Raja Hastin. Variha’s rule is as follows:

Rule.—Find the equivalent year in the Shka era, and multiply it
by 22; then add 4,291 to the product, and divide the sum by 1,875,
Add the quotient, without fractions, to the Sika date, and divide the
sum by 6o, ‘This quotient gives the number of expired cycles, while
the remainder gives the number of expired years, of the Jovian cycle
of sixty years, counting from Prabhava as the first. To find the ycar of
the Jovian cycle of twelve years, divide the last remainder by 12.
The quotienl gives the number of Jupiter's completed rewolutions
while the remainder gives the number of expired years, of lhe cns-
rent cycle, counting from Mahd Srlvapa as the first year. As the
year A.D. 332 is equivalent to the Sdka year 244, the process is as
follows ;

I I

244 % 22 = 5,368 244

4,201 4+ 5

+5,875] 9659 [5 249
-+ 6o

cycles 4 « g ycars expired.

111
9

cycles o 4 g years expired.
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As the last process shows that nine years of the first cycle
had expired, the year 244 Sika, or 322 A. D., was the tenth
year of the twelve-year cycle of Jupiter, or Makd Vaisdkha,
as actually shewn in the table given in the Appendix, and as
stated in the copper-plate inscription of Raja Hastin as the
equivalent of the Gupta year 156,

Now, if we take the year 319 A. D. as the initial point of
the Gupta era, as advocated by Mr, Fergusson, the year 156
of that era would fallin A, D. 318 + 156 = 474. But that
year was Mahd Mdgha, and not Makd Vaisdkha, as recorded
in the inscription of Raja Hastin—a discrepancy of three years.
This is clearly shewn by the following calculations, the year
A, D. 474 being equivalent to the Sika year 396

I I

206 ¥ 22 =8,712 196
+ 4,291 + 0

+~1875] 13,003 [ 6 402

_— -+ 6o

cycles 6 4 42 years expired.

[ -

111
42
+ 12—

cycles 3 6 years expired.

Therefore the year 306 Sika, or A. DD. 474, was the seventh
year of the Jovian cycle of twelve years, or Makd Migha, in-
stead of Mahd Vaisdkla, as slated in the inscription.

In the same way, it can be shewn that the year 191 of the
Gupta era, which would be equivalent to A. D. gog {or 518+
191], would be Makd Migha, instead of Mahd Chaitra, as
recorded in the inscription of Raja Hastin—a discrepancy of
fwo years.
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Similarly, also, the Gupta year 209, or A. D, 524 [318+
209], which is recorded in the copper-plate inscription of
Raja Sankshoba, the son of Hastin, to be the year Makd
Aswayuya of the twelve-year cycle, would fall in Makd Srd.
vana, which is another discrepancy of two 'years.

Now the discrepancy in the first date being three years,
while in the other two it is only two years, shows that one of
the names of the twelve-year cycle must have been omitted
between A.D. 474 and 527, which alone is sufficient to prove
that the Gupta era could not have begun in A.D. 319. For
one of the conditions of the solution of the era, as shewn
in pages 6 and 7 of the Appendix, is that there was no name
omitted between the years 156 and 209 of the Gupta era.
This omission, therefore, appears to me to be absolutely fatal
to the acceptance of A.D. 319 as the initial point of the
Gupta era.

A, CUNNINGHAM,



ARCHZAOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA.

REPORT OF TOURS IN BUNDELKHAND AND MALWA,
1874-75 & 1876-T7,

1.—KOSAM, OR KOSAMBI.

THE ruins of the ancient city of KosAmbi have alrcady been
described at some length in a previous volume.! Since then
I have twice visited the place, and have made some exca-
vations; bul my chief discoveries have been in the people’s
houses, where I have no doubt that many sculplured stones
still lie hidden. From the village also I have obtained
numerous terra-cotta figures, most of them belonging to the
Buddhist period, as shown by the personal ornaments in the
shape of Buddhist symbols.

My excavations were made close to the Jain temple,
which is the highest point in the old cily, and which I have
little doubt was the site of the Buddhist temple which en-
shrined the famous sandalwood statue of the Great Teacher.
My first diggings were to the north, where I found only the
remains of modern buildings. But 30 yards due east from
the Jain Ltemples on the side of a high mound, I dug up a large
collection of Jain sculptures. They were lying very close
iogether, and it seemed to me that they had been purposely
buried ; but as all were more or less broken, it is probable
that they were simply a collection of sculptures from the
previous old temples which have now completely disappeared,
The spot is a very sacred one amongst the Jains; and votaries
from all parts of India visit the modern temples, in which
some lempotary figures are set up. The following is a list
of the sculptures found in this place —

(1). Squatied naked figure, 2 feet 8 inches high by 2 feet broad.

On upper part of pedestal, a sleeping female, probably
MahAvir's mother ; and below, a wheel with two lions.

! Aichmological Swivey of India, I, gor.
4
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(2). Hall o base of a broken squalted figure, 1 foot 3 inches
broad.

(3). Base of a squatted figure, 1 foot g inches broad, the head
gone.

(4). A squatted naked figure, 4 feel high and 2 feel 5 inches
bioad, with canopy and heavenly musicians above;
wheel and iwo lions on the pedestal,

(5). Head and shoulders of a large figure, 2 feel 5 inches broad,

{0). A similar [ragmeni,

(7). Small squalied Rgure, g} inches broad.

(8). A similar sculptlure, 104 inches broad.

(o). Large squatted figure,

(10). Bas relief, 3 feet 14 inch high by 1 fool 8% inches broad,
divided into several compartments. In the middle is a
squalied Jain figure. Above him are two rows of six
standing figures, On each side ate two panels, one
above the other, each holding a single standing figure.
Below these there is a row of seven standing figures, and
beneath is a wheel with a standing figure on cach side
and 2 lion at each end.

{11). Bas relief, containing six rows of standing figures.

2). Torso of a female, life size.

To these Imay add the head of a female with a small
elephant on each side, ancinting her. This was found in
the village ol Barli Garhw, as were also the following :

{14, 15). Two square pillars of 6 inches, with a naked Jain

figure on each face,

There were no inscriptions on any of these figures from
which one might be able to judge of their age, but {rom the
style of the sculpture I conclude that they are as old as the
eleventh or twelfth century. Nobody knew anylhing abeut
them, and their discovery was a mere accident.

By offering a reward to any one who would bring me or
show me a piece of ancient sculpture, several pieces were
discovered in the village, from which I have selected two speci-
mens of Buddhist workmanship for the accompanying plate,
The first is the rounded end of a Foran beam of a Buddhist
gateway, sculptured with an open-mouthed crocodile, as
on the Torans of the Bharhut Stdpa} The fragment is
11} inches in height with a breadth of 10 inches. The
length of this portion given in the sketch has been obtained
from the socket-holes on the top. The design is very
spirited, and the execution good,—quite equal to the work at
Bharhut. The gateway must have been a comparalively
small one, of about the same dimensions as thosc of the
smallet standing gateway at Sinchi. The pillars of this

See plate I, fig. 1,
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Toran were long ago used up as beams in the village houses;
but I found two plain pillars, each 4 feet g inches high, with
a section of 124 by % inches, which may have belonged Lo
the railing of this gateway, as I calculate that its railing
pillars could not have been more than 5 feet in height.

At the same time I obtained a piece of a coping stone
of a Buddhist railing, ornamented with a row of bells like the
copings of Bharhut.! But in this case the bells form the
upper row of the ornament, whereas in the other they form
the lowest line. As will be seen in the sketch, this Kasam
specimen is of small dimensions, and the whole height of
the railing to which it belonged could not have been much
more than 3 feet.

I got also a small capital, only ginches square, with a pair
of winged lions sitting back to back on the abacus, and
a bell-shaped drum below. The workmanship is coarser than
that of the Toran alligator, and the stoneis different in color.
I think, therefore, that it is of a somewhat later date,

In a field near the great monolith, which is described in
my former report, a group of Siva and Pérvati was exhumed
by the owner. The two figures are standing side by side,
each with the right hand raised and the open palm turned to
the front. In his left hand Siva holds a water-vessel, while
PArvati carries a su/. The sculpture 15 2 feet g inches
high and 1 foot 4 inches broad. On the base there was an
inscription of several lines, of which only the two upper ones
now remain. The characters are cxactly the same as those of
the carly Gupta inscriptions, I read the whole as follows .—*

MAhArajasya Sri Bhima Varmmanah Samva 136.
% % Ma 'z Di7eta divasa Kuméira me *

From this we learn that the statue was dedicated on the
nth day of the second month (name of season lost), in the
year 136, during the reign of Mahardja Sri Bhima Varmma.
Taking the date and the simple title of Maharaja together,
it seems certain that Bhima Varmma must have been a tribu-
tary prince under the Great King of Kings, Skanda Gupta,
of whom we have inscriplions ranging from 137 to 146. Bhima
was most probably the Raja of Kosimbi itself, which in those
days and for several centuries later was the chief place of the
Lower Gangetic Doab. The headdress of PArvati is a most
elaborate construction,

1 See plate 1, fig. 2. .
15¢c Blate 11, ﬁg. a2, lar afac stmife of Lhis inscuiption,
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Along with a large collection of 304 oldcoins; 1 ohlained
a brass seal ring, wilh two lines of inscripton in Gupta char-
acters, which I read as .—*

Muni-putrasyn
Prachin Sam 315.

that is, *(seal) of Muniputra, in the old era gig.” f{tis
not casy to fix this date with any precision, although at the
time thal it was engraved it was no doubt very well known.
The mention of the o/d era shows that a new cra had been
introduced, and, 1 conclude, not very long before the date of
the seal ; or say within the lifetime of the owner of the seal.
Remembering that the characters are those of the Gupla
inscriptions, the “new era ” must most probably be the Gupta
era, and the old era would therefore be either the Samvai of
VikramAditya, or the Saka Samvat. Assuming the former
Lo have been the era used by the Indo-Scythians, who held
North-Western India before the Guptas, the date of the scal
will be g15—37=258 A. D. And if the proposed date of
195 A, D. for the 1st year of the Gupla era be correct, then
A, D. 258 would be the year 64 of the Gupla, reckonin
during the reign of the Great King Samudra Gupta. But ik
referred to the Saka era, the date of the seal will be
315+ 78==393 A. D., or 199 of the Gupta era, Therc is
nothing in the characters of the inscription to prevent the
adoption of this later date,

The coins found at Kosam range from the very earliest
punch-marked bits of silver and copper down 1o the time of
Akbar, But out of the whole number of 304 coins obtained
during my last visit, only 50 are Mahammadan, or about one-
eighth; while no less than 100 are the common square cast
coins with an elephant and Buddhist symbols. Upwards of
10 of the Hindu coins are inscribed, and all of them in old
characters earlier than the beginning of the Christian era.
Sixleen of them bear the name of Bakasata Mitra, two belong
Lo Deva Miira, one to Aswa Ghosha, and thiee to Fethn
AMitra. The coms of Bahasata Mitra have already been
made known by Sir E. Clive Bayley, bul the others arc un-
published.  In the accompanying plate 1 have given sketches
of three of the more interesting of (he uninscribed coins,
along with the handie of some toilet instrument, No. g, in Lhe
shape of the Dharmma-chakra, or * wheel of rcligion” of (he
Buddhists, No. 6 has the same symbol stamped on one side
as a counter-mark over the legs of an clephant; and on

! Sec plate I, fig. 4.
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Nos. 7 and 8 il forms one of the symbols to the left of the
Bodhi tree. The obverse of No. 4 is interesting from its
device, which represents either the mother of the Bud-
dhist Sakya Sinha, or the mother of the Jaina MahAvir,
being anointed by two elephants. On this coin I believe it
to be intended for MayA Devi, the mother of Buddha, as the
accompanying symbols of the Dharmma-chakra and the
Bodhi tree are undoubtedly Buddhist. The same scene oceurs
amongst the Bharhut sculptures as early as B. C. 200, and
on the coins of the Indo-Scythian Azilises about 8o B. C,
No. # com is unique; but of No, 8 1 have obtained seven
specimens, six at Kosam, and one at the old town of Bitha,
10 miles to the south of Allahabad.

2,—BITHA AnD DEORIYA.

I have already described in a former Report the ruins of
the old city of Bitha, or Bhita, and of the neighbouring
village of Deoriya.! Since then I have twice visited both
places, and have made a very minute search through all he
neighbouring villages, which resulted in the discovery of
some valuable inscriptions and of several interesting sculp-
tures. I made excavations in the ramparts of the old fort,
and on the site of an old temple; but without any useful
result.

The remains of the ancient city extend in a slightly
curved line for aboul a mile and a half in length in a direc-
tion from S.5.W. to N.N.E., ending in the rocky islel of
Sujan Deo in the Jumna, about 10 miles to the S.S.W, of
Allahabad. On the high bank of the Jumna facing Sujin
Deo stands Deoriya, which must originally have formed part
of the ancient Bithbhaya-pattana, as the distance between
the present villages, Bitha and Deoriya, is only half a mile,

In Deoriya itself numerous sculptures were discovered,
but all more or less broken. Amongst these was a piece of
a straight Toran beam with three standing figures, the end of
which, with a crocodile, was found in Bitha? Both are said
to have been dug up to the west of Bitha, when cutting a
road to Chitaoli. These fragments are certainly Buddhist,
but the drawing is rude, and the workmanship coarse. A
standing male figure, 4 feet 6 inches high, with a three-headed
snake canopy, is worshipped under the name of Singir Dehi,
Several fragments of Buddhist sculpture of the Gupta period

I Aichmeological Survey of India, 111, 46.
® See plate I11, figs, 1 and z.
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were also found, besides several broken pillars of a later date.
But the most curious discovery was the portion of a wheel
of twclve spokes, with the [elloes complelely covered with
mango foliage and fruit. [L has a tenon at the top, which
proves that 1t must have stood upright originally; but there
is nothing to show whether it is a part of a Dharmachakra or
Buddhist wheel.

In Bitha also many broken sculptures were {ound, both
Buddhist and Brahmanical. Amongst them was a {lat
rail-bar 8 inches in height, but only 1 inch thick, with a lotus
flower on one side!  There were also two pieces of coping of
different sizes, the larger one bearing a short inscription in
letters of the Indo-Scythian period, or aboul the beginning
of the Christian era®” The larger piece is 8% inches high and
6% inches thick; the smaller one is only 64 inches high and
st inches thick, Both are ornamented in front with a line
of bells surmounted by a Greek beading, similar to the deco-
ration of the great railing of the Bharhut Stdpa. The
nscription is incomplete, alf thal remains being

Gallapatikasa Enajipuiasa.
* (Gift) of * ¥ #, son of the house-holder Enajh.”

About half a mile to the east of Bitha is the small
hamlet of Pachmar, or Panchmuha, the ‘five-heads,” which
is the name of the stone capital of a monolith, bearing four
human figures standing, with a leopard or lion sitling on its
haunches. The figures are 4 feet 3 inches high, bui the
plinth is not quite square, two of the sides heing 1 {oal 6
mches broad and the other two sides only 1 {fool 2 inches.
The figures are coarsely executed, and have suffered much
from the weather.

About half a mile still further to the east is the village
of Mankiér, where the Gosain of Deoriya has a garden. In
this garden was found a very perfect figure of a sealed
Buddha, with a headdress like that now worn by the Abbots
in Bhutdn. 1Tt is a plain cap, fitting close to the head, with
long lappets on each side. The figure is naked to the waist,
and clad below in a dhoti which reaches Lo the ankles, The
eyes are half closed, as if in meditation. On the pedestal
there 15 a wheel in the middle, with a man seated in mecdi-
tation on each side, and a lion at each corner, accompainied

! See plate 111, figs. 4 and 5,
* See plate 111, fig. 3.
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by an inscription in two lines of clear Gupta characters, which
Uread as follows 1

(1). Namo Buddhina Bhagavato samyakstam Buddhasya swa-
matd viruddhasya iyam pratimd pratishthdpith Bhikshu

Buddha-Mitrena
{2)."Samvat 126 Mahirija Sri Kumira Guptasya rdjye
Jyeshtha Mlsa di. 18 Sarvvangpakkha prahinarttha,

The pith of the record is the erection of the statue by
the Bhikshu Buddha Mitra, on the 18th day of the month of
Jyeshtha, in the Samvat year 126, during the reign of Maha-
rija Kumlra Gupta. According to my proposed beginning
of the Gupta era in A D. 194, this date will be equal to
A, D. 320.

The statue is said to have been discovered in the brick
mound between the five rocky hillocks called Panch-pahar,
a short distance Lo the north-cast of Mankiiar. All the
bricks used in the village were brought from this mound,
besides several fragments of pillars now built into the
eastern gateway of the garden. This Panch-pahar mound
was most probably the site of a Buddhist monastery.

In the low rocky range of hills which bounds ‘the great
lake of Bitha and Deoriya to the east, there are several
caves, and a great number of small niches and rude figures
carved in the rock. These low ridges have been guarried for
ages, on accounl of the easy access to the Jumna, which
allows the stones to he carried off by boats to all the neigh-
bouring country, At Saripur, on the Jumna, one mile and a
hall to the north-east of Bitha, and beyond the end of the
hills, there was found a small square obelisk or lower part of
a pillar, with an inscription of 13 lines on one face conlaining
the name of Kumdra Gupta. The obelisk is 6 inches square
at bottom and g inches square near the top, where it takes
a circular form. Apparently it was a small pillar with a
circular shaft of 5 or 6 feet above, terminating in an inscribed
square 2 feet in heighl. Similar pillars are set up at the
present day in front of temples, as an earnest of the builder’s
intention to complete the temple. Unfortunately the inscrip-
tion is Loo much weather-worn to be legible.  What remains
of the letters I have given in the accompanying sketch.?
The fourth line ends with the word “rijye,” which is apparently
preceded by Guptasya ; and the inscriplion terminates with
the clearly-defined name of KumAra Gupta, “ Kumdra Gupin-

' See plate IV, fig. 2, lo a fae sinile,
? See plate IV, hg, 1.
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sya rdjyets.”” 1t does not seem Lo be worth while Lo atlempt
the restoration of any part of this inscription, But cven m
its mutilated state it affords additional cvidence thal the
city of Bith-bhaya-pattana was still flourishing in the reign
of Kuméra Gupta.

On a rock to the north-east of Devoriya, and on the bank
of the Jumna going towards Séripur, there is an inscription
carved on the rock m two lines, both of which are imperfect
al the beginning. The characlers which belong lo the gth
century I read as follows '

1.—*% % ja Sri paridharmma vinirggatah Mahcswara
dAmresu
2,—%& * layam Kirttitrah ()

There are two principal caves in the low hills to the
south : (1) a nameless cave formed by removing a number of
pieces of rock from beneath a large flat mass, leaving rough
side-walls for supports, and a doorway with two pieces of
carved pillars; &% a square recess excavated under an
overhanging rock and now known as Sifa-ka-Rasiid, or
‘Sita’s kitchen,” The excavation is only 7 feet long by 34
feet deep, and 41 feet extreme height at the left side. " But
there must originally have been side-walls built out in front
for 6 ar 8 feet, as the present recess, which is raised above
the ground, was clearly only the 4ed of the ascetic occupant.
Qver the doorway there is an inscriplion in three lines of well-
formed characters of the gth century, all these lines being
incomplete on the right hand. I read 1t as follows . —2

1. Aum! Nabhiraddwaja vansa mud-bhavabhatta Sif loka
Stla suddhumAntara Devya garbha sama  # * %

2, rchchandiiménischyAtAm gunda. Sri Kanchincha Kalg,
—sa Utvarggitunggade Kalld na Ok

3. Wmvarthamarishevala Sihukird Kiiydyantya bhayanka,
ja bha *

On a separate rock lying before a cave, and perhaps
fallen down from it, there is a short inscription in two lines of
similar characters, which are luckily accompanied by a datce
I read them as follows :—3 '

Samvat go1 Ashidha,
badi * *

The last two characters seem (o be lyz divi. The

Samvat date of go1 is of some imporlance, as it fixes the
! See plate TV, fig, 5.

? See plate IV, fig. 4,
? See plate 1V, ﬁg. g.
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precise period of A, D. 844 for the use of these particular
characters,

On the top of one of the flat rocks close by, there are some
well-defined footprints, which are clearly due to the inge-
nuity of the masons who were employed in the neighbouring
quarries. There are two prints of a man’s feet, two of a cow’s
feet, and two of a calf’s feet. The prints are known by the
name of S#ra-gat, or the  Chauri-tailed cow.”

3 ~GARHWA,

Since writing my previous Report on Garhwi! I have
twice re-visited the place, and on each occasion I spent three
days in clearing away the jungle and in exploring the ruins
in search of further Gupta remains. The previous discovery
of two mutilated inscriptions and one-half of a very fine
architrave were sufficient to show that Gardwd or Bhatgarh,
as il is named in one of thelater inscriptions, must once have
possessed a large temple of the Gupta period.

My first discovery was a portion of a third Gupta in-
scription on the back of the inscribed stone already noticed,
The stone had been taken out of an old wall, and was
covered with lime on the back and side. On clearing away
the lime I found the right hand lower portion of a third
inscription, dated in the Samvat year g8, and therefore
belonging to the reign of IKumAra Gupta? There are nine
lines which I read as follows ;~—

£, [Parama bhdga], . . vata Mahdcd (Ja.

. [Samvatsa] . . re g8,
. . . plirvviyAm patta.

rinAtmam punyipa.

rekiliyam sadésa,

sya talakanivande,

. bhyam dinira dwidasa,

. . ) . . . syam kuro * Sarvvd,
9. . . . . . yuktasyaditi.
Here the date of 98 shows that the inscription belongs to
the reign of Kumdra Gupta. The 9th line mentions a gif¢
of 12 dinars, which recalls the (wo similar gifts of 10 dingss
recorded in Lhe two inscriptions on the opposite face of the
stone.?

On pulling down a ruined wall to the north of the

oon Oen 213 B

! Sae Archzolopical Survey of India, 11, 53.
3 See plate V, EF ' 1
8 See Arch.—cnlogwal Survey of India, I11, page 55, and plate XX, fg. 1, line
15 of upper inscriplion, and ling 6 of lower inscription,
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medizeval temple, several carved pillars and portions of
architraves of the Gupta period were discovered, besides lwo
fragmenis of a square pillar inscribed on two [ices with
Gupta characters, This pillar, as well as the first one just
described, has been deliberately cut into four beams by
splitting it down the middle of cach face. The inscriptions
were on two contiguous faces, so thal we have now left onl
a portion of the right half of one and a portion of the l{,ﬂ
half of the other. Copies of both are given in the accom-
panying platel. The following is my reading of No. 2 :—

® & Sri ku
. * ¥ ¥ Sad ¥ nta)
(di]  vasa purvvliyam mi
.+ Guptasye vadya *
. [Aﬁ nanta Guptdyya
.+ . punylhdyayani
. . . Sattra Syaya bhoja
. ta * ¥ ¥

. . . . . khanoyuga

10, . . . . . %k parodi

I1. . . . : . rcliuareﬁ peda

12, . . . . rmma mkaddhi vye

1. . . . . . % Sayu

The date of this inscription is lost; but the letters Srikn
at the end of the first line show clearly that it belongs to the
reign of Kumira Gupta. The donor whose gifts are recorded
would appear to have been another Gupta, perhaps a member
of the Gupta family. The word dindra oceurs in the 111h
line.

No. 3 inscription consists of eight lines, all imperfect at
the end. [ read what remains as follows :—
. % ¥ & ya shminya bhoja na # * % % ¥
. prati suvarnnai rekdnna vinsatigi * *
. kAvita 2 Brahmanai mayika * * ¥ *
. dwiya 2 Karota 2 brahma * #* = ko
- yu * Kottayba suku * * % % & 4 4
. dakshina Kulakanade paksha * * # &
. yastinavyuchchhindran * % % * % &
. sarkessa yukta

I can make out but little of this inscription. The donor
seems to have given a sum of 20 suearnzas for the employ.
ment of two Biahmans, &c. [ guess also that the 6th e
refers to the southern branch (paksha) of (he Kulaka Nad)
which flows past the ruins. '

. K
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! See plate V, figs. 2 and 3,
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A third inscription, also mutilated, was found in the pave-
ment of the Das-Avatdr temple. It contains four lines, and
certainly belongs to the reign of Skanda Gupta, as it is dated
at full length in the Samvat year one hundred and forty, in
the very middle of his reign. It opens with the possessive
syllable sya, which, judging from the next words, must have
been the end of the king’s name, Standa Guplasya. 1 read
the whole as follows :—'

(1). Sya pravarddhamane vijaya-rijye samvatsara Sateshwa
chatwérinsadyuttare mAgha misa divase ekavinsatime

{2). * musyabhi vviddhyartha varu vaingkariyayi twa ananta-
syadi brahma pratishthdpya gachcha supasuta * *

(3). Sadapia + santtira {aranur tunga schaja vyittra * tadvAmi
padiyukabba # pravesya mat

{4)., * * * dattah dwadasayaisarvyuchchhudy atsa pancha ¥
bhih mahadhtikaih ¥ sa ¥ * Kahnyaditi

I am afraid that this inscription has too many doubtful
letters to be of much value. Like the previous inscriptions
of Kuméra Gupta’s time, il records a gift, though I am unable
to say what it was. But the mention of twelve (datfah
dwddasa) most probably refers to dinars as before.

The architectural remains exhumed are of great interest,
as they are of very superior execution, and must certainly
belong to the period of the Guptas, whose inscriptions were
found with them. The sculptures upon them are remarkable
for their bold and dcep carving, as well as for the good draw-
ing and the easy and often graceful attitudes of the figures.
These remains consist of lwo massive square pillars, upwards
of g feet in height, which probably formed the sides of the
entrance to a temple—two round pillars with broken capitals,
two capitals of other pillars of the same kind, and a fine archi-
trave measuring 13 feet 33 inches in length,

The two tall pillars are known to be the side-pieces of an
entrance from the two similar pillars which are still standing
¢n sttu in the ruins of Kumira Gupta's temple at Bilsar.
The Garhwa pillars have an oblong section of 18 inches front
and 11 inches side. The more perfect specimen has been
cut across the middle to form twa shart beams, each upwards
of 5 feet in length. But the second pillar was cut down the
middle, from top to hottom as well as across, so as to form
four small fAlat stones for insertion in the wall of the medizval
court, The faces of these entrance pillars were divided into
pancls of different sizes, the lowermost being more than twice

1Sec plate, fig. 4.
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the height of any of the others, and containing a tall figure
of a giant porter, with a small female by his side, reaching
only up to his elbow. The following notes give a bric
account of the sculptures in the different pancls, beginning
from the top —*

{a). Female figure, reclining, only Lraced oul.

(2). King with tall headdress, sealed ; lwo attendants.

{c). One large and two small heads, with folialed ornament
ahove.

(d). To lelt, king seated on low couch, his lefl arm round the
queen’s neck, and right hand {broken) extended to-
wards the quecn. In the middle, the queen seated
facing the king and holding out a flat dish before him,
To the right, a female attendant fanning the queen.

{¢). Toleft, king standing; right arm broken, leil arm round
queen's neck, Queen standing in middle, and hending
towards the king. The king has a sword and sling belt
the queen, a two-string zone. To the right, behind the
gueen, & mmale attendant,

{A). Hecads of three figures; bodies lost by the break in the
stone,

(g). Two men seated wilh a packis: board between ihem,
Eight squares visible at the side. Both figures have
their right shoulders bare.

{4). Three females standing, and one kneelingio the righl of &
small couch or seat. The figure on the left has her
back turned to the others, and is apparenily looking al
her face in a mirror,

(7). Tall male figure of porter to right, dressed in a dhoti; his
right arm resting on the shoulder of a small [emale and
his left placed on his hip.

The ornamentation on the side of the pillar is of quite a
different character. [t consists of the undulating stem of a
creeper, with large curling and interwining leaves, and small
human figures, both male and female, climbing up the stem
or sitting on the leaves in various attitudes. The whole scroll
is deeply sunk and very cleanly and carefully carved ; and in
my judgment it is one of the most pleasing and gracelul
specimens of Indian architectural ornament that T have yet met
with, At the top the scroll is only traced out, corresponding
in height with the unfinished portion of the face. I conclude
therefore that this portion must have been conccaled by a
square cap or abacus.

The other entrance pillar is orpamented in a similw
manner, but the only part requiring special notice is the use

.. " Sce plate VI for a view of one of these square pillars: the stone on the
right is the upper half
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of the Buddhist railing as a division between two of the
panels. As I bave nowhere seen this peculiarly Buddhist
decoration on a Brahmanical building, I infer that the struc-
ture to which all these pillars belonged was most probably a
Buddhist #i4dr or temple.

The round pillars are similar to those in the Gupta build-
ings at Eran and Udayagiri, but they are perhaps even more
richly carved. They have the regular Gupta abacus with two
lions on each face seated back to back, one head at each
corner, after the fashion of the Assyrian sculptures doing duty
for iwo lions; but instead of the tree between them, there is a
human figure seated. Below is a stunted bell capital with
four flowered turn-overs at the corners. The shaft is highly
decorated with octagonal and square bands of conventional
foliage, and the half lotus in the middle, which is one of the
commonest forms of Gupta ornamentation.

The greal architrave or {rieze is 13 feet 3} inches long
by 104 inches in height. At the left end thereis a circular
medallion with the Sun-god seated in his seven-horse chariot,
and on each side an attendant shooting downwards the
arrows or rays of the sun, On the extreme right there is a
similar medallion with a king and queen sealed together in
conversation. [nthe middle there is a square panel, contain-
ing a male figure with six or eight arms, who 15 standing in
the midst of a number of flying figures, which form a canopy
over him, On the ground to the right there is a figure
kneeling hefore him with both hands raised in adoration.
This is the principal figure of a long procession which extends
as far as the nght medallion. Immediately behind the
kneeling figure there is an attendant holding an umbrella
over him—an almost certain mark of a voyal personage;
then follow six musicians, of whom the fourth is a female
with her back turned, and the last 4 boy. Amongst the
instruments there are three drums and a flute, a flageolet, and
a pair of cymbals; then comes a male figure with both
hands resting on his breast. He is {ollowed by a party
bearing presents. The first is 2 man bearing a tray; then
comes a canopy supported by six persons, male and female,
under which marches a man carrying a tray on his head, on
which is placed an unknown object like a bowl upside down.
The procession closes with a group of six women in different
attitudes.

To the left of the centre panel there is a very curious
scene, which I lake torcpiesent a group of mendicant monks
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receiving their daily food in their alms-bowls, Seven figures,
naked to the waist, are seated on low stools holding 1 ther
hands flat bowls or platters, into which three persons arc pour-
ing food from different vessels, whilst an aliendant follows
behind with a large basket of food on his shoulder. In the
background are seen the pillars of a building, and to the
left front there is a single pillar supporting a portion of entab-
lature, the rest having been cut away to show the interior of
the building in which the food is being distributed.

Between this scene and the medallion of the sun in his
chariot there is a procession of scveral figures following a
king, over whom an umbrella is held by an attendant. The
king himself is apparently offering some clothing to a small
figure squatted on the ground before him. A second allend-
ant is bending forward with a second offering, followed by a
burly man earrying a curved broad sword like the Nepalese
kvis. Behind the king, two other ailiendanls are bringing
offerings suspended from a banghy pole. Thesc also are
accompanied by a burly soldier carrying the same kind of
curved broad sword. Behind these, agan, are iwo other
attendants carrying large baskets, the one on his shoulder,
the other on his head. Two soldiers armed with the krfs-
shaped sword bring up the rear. ,

I am not able to offer any explanation of these strange
scenes. The distribution of food and uncovering of the right
shoulder by women as well as men are strong evidences of
Buddhism, which { should be inclined to adopt at once were
it not for the apparently six-armed figure in Lhe very middle
of the frieze. As this figure is an object of veneration, it
would seem that it must beintended for one of the Brah-
manical gods. The occurrence of the Buddhist railing on
one of the pillars is, however, a very strong argument in [avour
of the Buddhist origin of these sculptures. Equally strong
is the discovery of an actual pillar of a small Buddhist rail-
ing with the usual medallions on the face, and the curved
socket holes for the reception of the rail-bars on the sides, !

On the mound to the south of the forl, or temple
enclosure, several sculptures are collected under the trees.
But a careful search brought to light a number of carved
bricks and terra-cotta pieces of pillars and pilasters of an
early date, similar to those found at Bilsar, Sankisa, Bhitar-
gaon, and other places. No traces of any buildings could he

1 See Plate V Jol a view of this curious pillai,
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found, but the number of carved bricks and the evidently
arlificial character of the mound itself, are sufficient to show
that this was the site of several brick buildings, and certainly
of one brick temple. The place is now called Gariwd, or
“the fort;” but this name cannot be older than A, D. ¥750,
when the Bighel chief of Bara added the present battlements
Lo the walls of the old temple enclosure. In the principal
inscription of the medizval temple, the place is called
Bhattagrdma, and, as the neighbouring village is still called
Bhatgark, 1 have no doubt that the original name was
Bhatgaon.

4—KAKARARL

Near the small village of Kakarari, and 15 miles Lo the
south-east of the MAnikpur station of the Jabalpur Railway,
there are two old wells, and an open pillared building called
‘“Darwaza.” These remains stand at the top of the Mamani
Ghal, on the crest of the Kaimur range, which is one of the
most Irequented thoroughfares of the Rewa territory. One
of the wells is a square of 8 feel by 8; the otheris oblong,
17 feet by 10 feet 2 inches. Close by there is a loose in-
scription slab, which is said to have belonged to one of the
wells. It consists of five lines, and 1s dated in Samvat 1384
or 1394, the third figure being indistinct,

The pillared hall, or “Darwiz3,” is 20 feet 10 inches long
by 15 feet g inches broad, and is supported on twelve square
pillars, arranged in three rows of four each. The pillars ate 13
mches square, and quite plain. Nothing is known about the
place by the villagers; but it seems probable that it was once
a military post for the defence of the pass. If this surmise
be correct, I would altribute the wells to the time of the
Haihaya kings of Chedi, when this portion of the Kaimtir
range formed the northern boundary between Chedi and the
Rahtor kingdom of Kanau,

5, —LOKHRI,

The village of Lokhri or Lukhri 1s situated at the northern
fool of the Vindhya hills, 43 miles to the west-south-west of
Allahabad, and 6 miles to the north-west of the Dabora station
of the Jabalpur Railway. To the south-west there is a small
fort, and to the east of the fort there is a stone platform, on
which the villagers have set up twenty-three images, and
another under a tree. These images have no parlicular
names, bul aic called collectively “Debi,” although the
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Rgures of the Vardha and Narsinh Avatdrs, and of Gancsand
Bhairon, are conspicuous amongst them. Between the fort
and village there is a tank, on the bank of which stands a
large stone elephant, 7% feel long and 3% fecl broad, by 5%
feet high to the top of the head. There is an inscription on
the elephant dated in 1516 Samvat, or A. D. 14509, on Friday,
the 3th of the waxing meon of IKArttik, Man[\: letlers are
doubtful, and the name of the Sultan is illegible; but the words
béd hukmu pharmiéni Svi Miyan Bhikam seem io be clear.
There are a few doubtful letlers followed by Miyan * * *
Kabetd Khwdid Muhammad ke potd cheln (7) Bir Singh
Dev Fu pediki ddka.

The date of A, D. 1480 agrees with the last year of the
period, when Bhikam, the eldest son of Mahmud Sharki of
Jaunpur, was associated with his father in the government,
Bir Singh Dev was the contemporary Raja of BAra. But
the inscription has nothing to do with the stalue of the
elephant, and was apparently cul by the Muhammadan whose
name is lost. The elephants and the statues most probably
belonged to some temple, which was ruined during one of the
early campaigns of the Muhammadans.

6.—~KHAJURAHO.

Since the publication of my report on the temples aof
{hajuraho, I have again visited the place for the purpose of
examining the Ghantai temple to which Mr. Fergusson had
kindly drawn my attention, as he was of opinion lhat it was a
Jain temple, and not a Buddhist one, as I had suggested.
My guess was based on the fact that I had found a Buddhist
figure lying just outside the temp‘le, with the Buddhist creed
engraved on its pedestal. I have now cleared out the interior
of the temple, which was not possible at my previous visil,
owing to its being used as a granary, I have a]lso made ¢x-
cavations completely round the outside of the buildings, In
the course of these clearings, a large number of Jain stalues
were brought to light. Several of Lhese were found inside
the temple, and some of them in such positions as to leave
no doubt that they actually belonged to the temple.

The following list of thirteen sculptures thus discovered
tells its own tale too conclusively to require any [urther
evidence that the Ghantai building was a Jain temple i—

(1). Squatted male figures, slark naked, 6 fecl 3 inches high
and 3 feet 1 inch broad; wheel on pedestal,
(2) Standing figure, naked, 2 fcet 54 inches high.
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{3). Similar figure, small.
(4). Similar figure, with coiled snake behind.
(5). Squatted naked figure, 2 feet 10 inches high; wheel on
pédestal,
{6). Squatted naked figure, 4 feet 6 inches high and 2 feet 6
‘inches broad ; bull on pedestal. '
(7). Standing naked figure, middle size ; wheel on pedestal.
(8). Squatted naked figure, broken; bull on pedestal.
(9). Squatted figure, 3 feet 6 inches high; wheel on pedestal,
{10). Sql;xattgd_ figure, 4 feet 6 incheshigh and 2 feet 50 inches
road.
(11). Squatted naked figure. ' ,
(12). Four-armed female seated on lion ; shell and flowers on
pedestal, 1 foot 9 inches high by 1 foot 7 inches broad.
(13). Four-armed female seated on Garud; fruits and shell on

, pedestal, 1 fool g inches high by 1 foot 7 inches broad.

The last two figures are probably Brahmanical, but from
their small size they could only have been subordinate or
attendant figures, The remaining eleven specimens are al
undoubtedly Jain statues of the Digambara’ sect. -

Over the middle of the doorway of the sanctum there is a
four-armed female figure with a small naked male figure in
each of the side niches, The temple was oblong in shape,
being 42 [eet 10} inches from east to west, and 21 feet 63
inches from north to south, with the entrance towards the
east. Its interior arrangement differs so entirely from that
of any of the Brahmanical temples, and at the same time has
so many points in common with that of the great Jain temple
at KhaJumho, that this evidence alone would be sufficient to
prove its Jamn origin. 1In the accompanying plate 1 have
given a detailed plan of the Ghagtai temple an a large scale,
with a block plan of the great Jain temple of Jinanath on half
the scale for the sake of comparison.! )

The main feature in each 1s the continuous passage round
the interior rooms. In all the larger Brahmanical temples
there is an assembly hall, or Mahamandapa, where the
attendant priests read their daily services. But in these
Jain temples the porch, the hall, and the sanctum are all of
the same size. In the plan it will be seen that each of the
octagonal pillars has two projecting brackets, but there are
actually three, the north and south faces of the pillars having
each an upper and a lower bracket, while the east and west
‘faces have the lower brackets only, There are thus exactly
a4 brackets, which, being the same number as that of the
Jain pontiffs, may have been intended for the reception of

} See plate VEIT, '
B
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their statuetles. These large pillars, which arc 14 [eet 6 inches
in height, are equally remarkable for theiy harmonious and
graceful decorations. Amongst the latler are the {avourite
Hindu ornament of bells suspended from chains, and to
these bells or ghapfa, the temple owes its present name of
Ghauta. '

In the plan it will be seen that all the small outer pillars
are half engaged in the surrounding wall. The wall is no
longer standing ; but the pillars, which are left rough on one
whole face and two half faces, are sufficient evidence of the
original wall. Some portions of the ceilings still remain.
They are of the well-known Hipdu style, bit rather flatter
than usual, and therefore less elegant and striking,

In my former report I have given plans 0% the great
Brahmanical temples of Kandariya MahAdeo, Mritang Maha.
deo, and Devi Jagadamba. During my last visit 1 made
detailed plans of two other large temples, named Vismandih
and Lakshmindih, the former o fmgam shiine of Siva, and
the latter an Avatir temple of Vishnu. As they are both
built in the same style as that of Kandadya, it is hot necese
sary to 'give any drawings of them, but some description,of
their details may be useful, . S

The temple of ViswanAth is 87 feet 6 inches long by 42
feet 3 inches, broad. Tt is 85 feet in height above the plat-
form of 18 feet 6 inches on which it stands, the total height of
its topmost pinnacle being 103} feet above the ground, or
just 13 feet less than that of Kandariya Mahadeo. The
temple consists of a long pagssage leading to the assembly
hall, beyond which is the antardla, or portico, leading into
the sanctum. The floor of the hall has sunk in the middle
under the great weight which presses upon the four suppoii-
ing pillars. The great carved slab at the entrance to the
sanctum has also been broken through the middle by the
weight of the walls, which have depressed its ends 4 inehcs,
yvhi]le the middle appears to have risen up more than an
inch.

.. The roof of the assembly hall is supported on four square
Ed}ars with the angles indented. At threefomths of (he
cight there are eight brackets of equal size, which once
supported figures of women and lions alterngtely. The
women are dancers and musicians, The figures arc 2 feet
8 inches in height, but only one woman and one lion now
remain out of the sixteen figures of each which once adorned
these columns. The capitals of the, pillars are crowned in the

!

‘
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usual fashion by bracket capitals with four large brackets for
the suppoit of the architraves, and four smaller brackets in
the angles for the reception of female sfatues. Three of
these statuettes still remain, The portico of the sanctum is
supparted on two similar pillars, but without the statues on
the upper shafts. They have, however, the same bracket
capitals with four large brackets for the architraves and four
small brackets for female statuettes, of which only three now
remain. .

There are numerous short inscriptions on thie walls and
mouldings, and some undef the sculptures. Most"of these
have been already noticed ; but S¥i Gdnita and Sri Mihirata
are new. All these records are in Kutila characters, similar
to Lthdse of the great inscription of Raja Dhanga, which stands
i the vestibule. As this inscription is dated in S. 1056,
or A. D. ggo, and describes the dedication of a temple to
Siva, there can be little doubt that this shrine of Viswanath
is the building alluded 1o. :

The ceiling of the Mahdmandape is formed in the usual
Hindu fashion by overlapping stones, the corners of the
square first belng covered to form an octagon, above which
the angles are again cut off to form a hexadekagon, which is
next converted into a circle. The edges are all fretted with
decp rich cusps, and the roof rises so high lhat the over-
lapping formation s scarcely noticeable. From the apex
tHere formerly hung a richly carved drop, and anether in each
angle of the octagon; but the whole of these are now gone,
leaving rather unsightly holes in the roof.

On each side of the MahAmandapa the cornice mouldings
project boldly until they meet the mouldings of the side walls
of the temple, thus forming a roof all round the principal hall.
Similarly, the walls of the sanctum are joinied by the project-
ing mouldings of the outer walls of the passage which sur-
round it. The roof of the long cnlrance passage is divided
into two squares with a narrow oblong between them, the
whole being richly carved. Each square had five peridants;
but all of them have now disappeared.

The exterior is decorated with three rows of statues, as
deseribed in my previous report. Two elephant statues of
half life size still project boldly [rom the walls of the spire.
Each of them is § feet 10 inches in length and 4 feet in
height. o . ‘

The temple of LakshminAth or Vishnu is 83 feet long by
45 feelin breadth, being a little less in length and a little more
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in breadth than-that of ViswanAth just described, The

general arrangement of Lhe interior is also so much the same

as not to require any particular notice. There are the same

rich pillars m the MabAmandapa, with their eight brackets

for statues of females and lions, and there are the same

beautiful ceilings ; but the latter arc in rather beiier preserva-

tion, and one of the central pendants is still in its Place.

The arched fretted work between the two entrance pillavs is
also intact, and is a singularly bold and fine specimen of. this
favourite orhament, Fiom the shaft of cach pillar, just,
below the capital, projects a crocodile's head with open
mouth, out of which. springs a richly-decorated carved stalk
to meet the architrave above, Each stalk -then hends
downward until the two meet over the middle of the opening.
A very rich pendant hangs frof the point of meeting, This
is the usyal form; but the ptresent example hds & hold
addition which I do not remember having seen before. From

the springing of each stalk just after it leaves the crocodile’s
mouth, a female figure hangs by the arm, with her {eet still
in the mouth of the crocodile, as if she had jusl sprung forth

along with the stalk. The whole design is a splendid spagi-
men of Hindu invention, and the only objection which. 1 cap
make to it is. the want of apparent support for'the two
crocodiles’ heads, which spring direct from the shafts of the
pillars, The moré usual arrangemtent is ‘to make the eroco-
dile’s head rest on a bracket. .

The exterior of the temple is ornamented with iwo rows
of statues, as described in my former report.” A looseinscrip,
tion-slab inside is dated during the reign of Raja Dhanga, m
the Samvat year 1011, both in words and in figures, equal to
A. D. 1154.  The inscription opens with an invocaiion {o
Bhagavat and the Vasu Devas, from which I conclude that jt
almost cer:tainly belonged tq this temple of Vishnu,

In my previous repcort I mentioned a colossal slatue of
the monkey-god Hanumén, with a dated inseription on the
;[Jedestal, which I read “rather doubtfully” as Samvat 025,

have now examined the inscription very carefully after
clearing the letters of several centuries’ accumulaiion of
vermilion, It is certainly the oldest inscription at Khajurdho
and I believe that I have succeeded in repding the date satis.
factorily as 8. 940, 1 have given a copy of the inscription
m the accompanying plate.! The date is in the beginning of
the second line, which 1 read as " Samvatsra hundreds nine

! See plate 1X, fig 1.



IN BUNDELKHAND AND MALWA, 1874-75 & 1876-77.  2f

(and) forty,” the figures being those of the old notation with
the 9 placed immediately on the right of the symbol for
hundreds. The figure which.I read as g occurs again in the
day of the month, or Mdgha sudi 9. According to this reading
the date of the inscription is A. D. 883, which is about the
.period that I should assign to the letters on palwographic
grounds. - 1 read the whole record as follows =— . '
(1), Aum!l Chaulla PAhila putrasya Sahilasya Sutali Srimin
HanumAnya. ’

(2). Sa.mg\lratsre 940 MAgha sudi g Vandtmaja Sri Akaroddharma
m

(3). Sti Hanumantam Golldkah pranamati Lokya Gollko
prakritamhari. ) X
" The Kunwar Math, or prince’s temple, has already been
noticed in my previous report; but asthe roof of the central
hall differs materially from. those of all the other temples at
Khajurho, it is worthy of a special notice. The plan of the
temple itself is also somewhat different from the wsual
arrangement, Outside, the extreme dimensions are 66 feet
by 33 feet; and inside, 50} feet by 29 feet. The exterior
length is divided into three equal parts, of which the eastern
one is given to the entrance passage, the middle ope to the"
assembly hall, and the western one to the sancium and its
porch. ‘The hall is a square of 18 feet 74 inches, with the
angles cut off to form an octagon, On each of the sides to
the north and south there is an open balcony to give light to
the hall. In the great temples:of Kandariya Mahadeo,
' Viswanath, and Chatwrbhuj, the roof of the assembly hall is
supported on.four pillars forming a square in the middle of
the octagon of from 10 to 14- feet extreme dimensions. But
the hall. of the Kunwar temple is an octagon of 185 feet
without any pillars, and the roof is simply formed by concen-
tric circular coursés of overlapping stones. There are’ seven
of these circles, rising one above the other, with most of their
frets still remaining. On the lower octagonal course there is
a procession of elephants, horsemen, and foot soldiers armed
with swords ahd shields, with actual fights in several places.
Under the angles of the octagon ‘there are female figures
supported on brackets, some dancers and some musicians.
The temple was dedicated to Siva, whose figure occupies
the centre of the doorway, with Brahm4 and Vishny at the
sides, There is nothing to show the date of its erection, [
found the name of Vdsald engraved five times in the Kutila
letters, as 1 have before mentioned; but on this occasiop I



-

22 REPORT O TOURS

discovered also the name of 7wWhd. [Judging from these
scanty data, I should assign the temple o Lhe end of the 11lh
or the beginning of the 12th century.

7.—~JATKARA,"

At Jalkara, or Jatkari, aboul 1} mile to the south of
Khajuraho, there are the ruins of several temples, of which
one still preserves the name of Baijamandar or the temple of

"VaidyanAth. The entrance to the sanctum, 4 feet 6 inches

in width, is still traceable, although both jambs, with their
lintel, have fallen down. Inside there is a broken marble
lingam, which is still worshipped ; but the whole is a mere
heap of ruins. Half a mile to the south t.here is & small
temple of Chaturbhuj,or the “ four-armed” Vishnu. T pitched
my tent close by, and after several hours of clearing away
stones and jungle, T was able to make out the plan of the
temple. It is exactly 4o feet long and 20 feet broad, with a
beight of 44 feet. Over the entrance to the sanctum there is
a figure of Vishnu in the middle, with BrahmA on one hand
and Siva on the other. The temple was therefore certainly
dedicated to Vishnu, and consequently the colossal staiuc al
the god, g feet in height, without the headdress, whicl is
enshrined in the sancium, must be the very figure that was
dedicated by the original builder.r In 1852 1 was told *thal
the builder was Swya, the sister’s son of the greal Banaphar
hero, Alha. If this statement be correcl, the date of the
temple will be from about A. D. 1180 to 1200. There is uo
inscription, and the most diligent search by myself and my
servants failed to discover even a single pilgrim’s record or a
solitary mason’s mark.

The outside is decorated with three rows of statues like (e
largest temples of Khajurfho. The entrance [aces the west
on the south side the principal figure in the middig row is the
androgynous Arddhandri, seated. On the east face the princi-
pal figure of the middle row is Siva, four-armed, holding his
trisul and a snake. Below him is & figurc of Stirya seated in
his chariot, with the seven horses on the pedesfal. On (he
notth side, the chief figure of the middle row is a lion.
headed female, and below her is a figure of Vishnu, seated
holding his club and shell. !

~ The ceiling of the ball is a very fine specimen of the
circular form, the lowest circle having 24 small cusps, and

! See plate IX fou a plan of this lemple, ‘
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the next 16, The third overlap has 8 boldly projecting cusps,
and the uppermost 4, all richly carved and in good order.
Although small, the outer square being only g feet 8 inches
across, this ceiling is one of the prettiest specimens that [ have
seen,

In my account of the inscriptions found at Madanpur, in
the Lalilpur district, I have brought prominently to notice
the three short records of the Chauhin Prince Prithivi,
Raja of Delhi, in which he gives his genealogy, and mentions
his victory overthe Chandel King Paramdrds Deva, and his
conquest of Fe/dkasukti-desa in Samvat 1239 or A.D, ISLER
As this would appear to be the full name of the country of
" the Chandels, Lhe common form of Faydhuti, which is given
by Abu Rihan as early as A.D. 1030, must be only an abbre-
viation of it, and the process was a very simple one. By
dropﬁin g the first 4, and changing the s to }i we get Fejdhukts,
which would be gradually softened to Fgjdhuts.  In its adjec. .
tive form it was applied as a distinctive geographical appella-
tion to the Yejdhutiya Brahmans and Fejéhutiva Baniyas.

Since I wiote my previous accoubt of the remadins at
Khajurhho, several new inscriptions have been discoverad,
which throw considerable light upon the history of the Chan-
del dynasty. Two of these are coppér plates, the oty dnes
yel found of the Chande]l Princes. A third is 2 dated in-
scription of Kirlli Vatmma, instribed on_the rock of the hill
fort of Deogarh in the Lalitpur district.  But the longest, and
perhaps the most important, of the unpublished docurments is *
a long inscription of Raja Dhanga, dated in the Samvat year
ro11, both in word and in figures. The greater, part of ‘this
inscription is given up to an account of the reign of Yaso-
Varmma, the father of Dhinga, while wery little is said of
Dhanga himself. I conclude, therefore, that the inscription
was sel up in the begihning of Dhanga's reign.  This is ren-
dered certain by the other inscriptions of Dhanga, which are
dated in S. 1055 and 8. ro56,~the latter shortly after his
death, and no less Lixan 45 years after the date of his first
inscription.  Another Important record is an Inscription of
Kokkala, dated in S. 1088, only two years after Dhanga’s
death, If, as I supposc, this was the Kulachuri king,
Kokkala 11, the father of GAnggeya Deva of Chedi, then we
must admil thal the presence of his inscription at Khajurdho

roves that the country of the Chandels had been conquered
Ey Kokkala Raja of Chedi in A.D. 1001, .
The other copper-plateinscriplion published by Mr. Smith
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ives us a new name in Deva Varmma Deva, the son of
Vijaya Pdla Deva, with the valuable date of S, 1107, or
A.D. 1050. This new king must have been the elder brother
of Kirtti-Varmma, and it may be presumed that he died child-
less, or that his children were supplanted by his brother, as
all the genealogies omit the name of Deva Varmma,
 With the ang of all these new sources of information, I have
compiled the following corrected list' of the Chandel Rajas,
with their probable dates, and a reference to the inscriptions
+ on which the dates are founded, down to the conquesl of the
country by Prithvi Raja, of Delhi :—

Chande! Dynasty.

ACCESSION, _
Names. Inseriptions,
¥
Samvat. | A.D.

T 857 800 | Naonuka ' N. B—The names of these
2 882 Bag | Vkapati . ccarly  princes. are
P 907 B30 Vijaya . . _givgn in the two in-

L4 032 875 |Réhila . . scriptions: of Dhan-

ga noted below —

B 957 goo | Harsha.

6 982 925 |Yaso Varmma. - )

7 Tooy 950 | Dhanga Deva. 5. 1o11=A.D, 054—5. 105=
AD. “0g8, recent)y
deadin§. g56=A.13,

- 999.
Kokkala 8. 1058=A.D. 1001, couy-
quest (?)

8 | . 1036 god | Ganda Nanda-Rai of Perishta, A,

) 1021, ’

9 1clz tozg | Vidyadhara' Deva,

to 197 1040 | Vijaya Pila,' '

11 1107 Iogo | Deva Pila Deva’ S. 1707 =A,D. 050,

12 112z | 1oy | Kitti Varmma 3 1se=A.D. 1099, brother

of Deva Varmuna.

13 1157 1tago | Hallakshana V. D.. | Name of 4 syl!abl:sl:l;;ﬂlmu

inseription,

14 116y Ityo | Jaya Varmma D, S, 1173=A.D. 1116, brother

. of Jaya,

13 117y 1120 | Hallalishana V. D, : Jaya 1

LT I £ Iizg | Prithwi Varmma.

17 1187 lize | Madana Varmma | | S, 1188=A.D. 1141—8, 1 220"

=A.D, .
18 1222 11gs | Kirttl Varmma (2) ' 1
1 1224 1167 ) Pavambrd D. 3, 122¢==A,D. 1167—5. 1240
. =A,D, 118,
(Prithvi Raja) 'S 1239=A.D. 1182 Chauban

1

canquaest,

—

R R



IN BUNDELKHAND AND MALWA, 187478 & 1876-77. 25

In addition to these new ‘inscriptions, I am .now able td
make known specimens of the coinage of no less than five of
‘the Chandel princes, Their money has been found in all
three metals——gold, silver, and copper; but the silver money is
at present limited to a single specimen of Jaya Varmma, which
is now in.the British Museum. The gold and silver coins are
direct copies of the money of Ganggeya Deva, the Kulachuri
Raja of Chedl, who was a contemporary of Mahthud of Ghazni.
On the obverse is a figure of the four-armed Goddess Durga,
which was the cogmzance of the Haihaya, or Kulachuri
Princes of Chedi, and is accordingly found upon their seals,
, It seems almost certain, therefore, that this class of money
_must have orginated with the kings of Chedi. At the same
lime, it appears strange that GAnggeya is the only Chedi king
of whom we have any coins; more especially as his money is
not uncommon, In their' copper issue the Chandel kings
- departed from the original type of Durg4, and substituted tEe
figure of Hanumdn, In the accompanying plate I have given.
specimens of the coins of the Chedi king, GAnggeya Deva, in
all three metals, for the purpose of showing how, closely the
Chandel princes copied the original medel. The following is -
the description of the coins given in the plate ! :— :

KULACHURIS 'OF CHEDL.
. GANGGEYA,DEVA,-~A. D. 1020—1040.
.No, 1.—~Gold: two specimens, weight 43.and 61 graits. .
*Oby~—The four-arrhed godﬂess‘Durgﬂ seated to {ront.
R —Sunskit dnscaiption m ntes Ymes y— o
. 0 Svi Mad Gdnggeya Deva.”
No. 2.—Gald ; unique, weight 14 grains, '
The same as No. I. o
No, 3.~Silver: eight specimens, weight 61 and B4, grains.
The same as No. 1. : o
No. 4~~Copper : five specimens, weight 59 to 50 grains.
The same as No. 1. ' oo
. Al these coins are well known, and have been publishéd !
by James Prinsep, But none of the following coins of-the
(?Imndels,of ]ej&ﬁuti'have-yet been published ;" they aré all -
in my own cabinel :— | . ' '
'CHANDELS OF JEJAHUTL-
+ KIRTTI VARMMA, ~A. D. 1065 —1100 ,
No. gi~Gold: Author, 63 grains. Two dupllcates, in the” latg
Mr. Freeling's cabinet.. - -
1 Sec plate X.
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Oby, —Four-armed Durgh seated fo front.
Rew. —Sanskrit inscription in three lines;-—

o0 Spi mat Kirttt Varmma Deva.”
)

: 1
HALLAKSHANA VARMMA.—A. D. rroo to 1110

No. 6.—Gold: Author, two specimens, 63 and Gz grains,
Olw.—The goddess Dyrgh seated as belore,
Rew, —Sanskrit inscription in three lines :—

ce Sy mat Hallakshana Varmma Deva.”

Na. 7.—Gold : Author, 15 grains:. Two duplicales®in the lat¢
Mr. Freeling’s cabinet. .
Obw. and Rew., as on No. 0. .

No. 8.— Copper : Author, unique, 61 grains. . )
Odp, —Figure of the monkey-god Hanumén to the right,

holding a canopy overhead.
Rey.—Sanskrit inscriplion as on No. 6.

Java VarmmA—A. D. 1110 to 1120
_ Silver: British Museum, from James Prinsep.
(73, —Four-armed Durgll seated to front.
New. —Sanskrit inscription in three lines :—
“Syi mat Faya Varmma Deve.”

Nos. g and 10.—Copper.: Author, six specimens, 6o to 50 graims,
Obu.—~The monkey-god Hanumén to right, lnlding a canopy

* overhead. -
Rev.—Sanskrit inscriplion in three lines: —

« Swi mat Staya Varmma Deve'

i
PrITHVI VARMMA, ~A. 1), 1125 to 1130,

No. r1.—Capper: Author, 42 graivs, much worn.
(Gb».—The monkey-god Hanumén as before.
[RRev.—Sanskrit inscription in three lines :—

o St snat Prithvi Varmmne (Deva).

MADANA VARMMA —A. D. 1130 to 1165,
No. 12.—Gold: Author, 61 grains, Duplicate, the lale My,
Freeling. )
Oz, —Four-armed Durgl sealed to front.
Rey. —Sanskrit inseription in threc lnes 1 —*

1 Svi man Madana Varmma Deva.”

No. 13.—Gold + Author, three specimens, each 15, gLains.
Obv. and Rev. as on No. 12,
1 Tn the .Mhau inscuption, which 1 have nol seen, the name was Hm({ a5

Sallnkshane by the translator, Lieulenant Price; but all the cains, hoth in gnltl and
copper, have Hallakshawa, which forny 1 have now adopted in the Nst of Kings



IN .BUNDELKIIAND AND MALWA, 187175 & 1876-77 27

Na. 14.--Copper: Author, uniqué, 15 grains, *
@4 —~The monkey-god Hanumén as before.
Rev.—Sanskrit inscription in three lines (imperfect) as

on No, 12, |
Al the foot of the plates Nos. 15 and 16, T have given
sketches of a copper coin of the same class as the above,
weight 61 grains, of which I have three specimens ; but which
I have nol yet been able to read to my own satisfaction.
The inscriplion is in Lhree lines, the firsi and the last letter
ol each linc being imperfect. T read it as follows :—
‘“Sri mat Kesava Malhana Deva."

The weight ol these coins of the Chedi and Jejdhuti
kings points to their descent {rom the Greek drachma, a
name which was long preserved in India under the forms of -
dranya and dyawmme. The word is not in the dictionaries,
but 15 found in inscriptions, in one of which it is further
designated, by its value in smaller coing, as a Shudboddita
dramma, or & dramma equal o six boddikas! This division
inlo six recalls the six oboli of the Greek drachma. The
curious word boddika 1 iake to be a corruption of the
Sanskrit pddika, or one-fourth of the Indian siver Adrsba.
It was consequently cqual (o one-sixth of the Greek drachma,
as [ have conclusively shown in another place,! ,

These silver coihs of the Haihayas and Chandels were
thercfore  drammas, Lhe true descendants of the Greek
drachma.. The gold coins are of the same weight ; but their
valuc cannol be definitely stated without knowing the pro-
portional rate of geld to silver. Ifit was 10 rates, then‘ the
gold coin would be a half stafer, equal in value to 10 silver
drammas. But the Greek name of stater was supplanled at
a very carly dale by the Roman denarius aureus, or gotd
dindr, wlucg is found in,the Gupta inscriptions, and which I
have no doubt was the term used {or the Indo-Scythian gold
moncy which is now so plentiful. Of the copper coins, | can
only make a guess thal the rale was much the same agin
ancient times, when it was 4o to 1. At this rate 40 of thede
copper pieccs would have been equal to one silvet dramma,
and 400 of them to the gold dinAr.

B=KUALO.
The large village of Kuailo is situated on the high road,
23 miles L% the r%orth-east of SAgar. There is nothing of

» .
3 iati i tdia
! See Journdl, Bengal Asiatic Society, XIX, p. 455, where, in an inscrip
found at ]-ﬁlunpu;,‘mvnuon is made of the sum of “z’,250 shadhoddie dmmﬁuj;\'.”
1 Minimsmatic Chrenicle— Coing of Alexander’s successoramn thp Ea\:.t.v :

v



28 REPORT OF TOURS

any importance about the village itself, but in a field close by
there is a Se#/ monument of some interest, as it mentions
the Raja of Garfi-pahra, the chief place of the Dangt Raj~
puts, who will be noticed in the next asticle. The monument
is a single slab like an English head-stone, The face is
divided into' three compartments, separated by two lines of
writing. In the upper compartment there is the usual hand
pointed upwards, with the sun on one side and the moon on
the ‘other, surmounted by a pile of betelnuts.  In the middle
compartment, the hushand and wife are’ shown standing side
by side and holding each other's hands. The husband carries -
a sword and shield in his right hand and a dagger in his
waistbelt.  The wife holds a looking-glass in her left hand,
and, has a large ¢ocoanut placed beside her. In the bottom
compartment 1s shown the caparisoned horse of the deceased,
led by his groom. The inscription is much injured, but
after some rubbing and clearing [ was able to make out the
following — .
(1) Samvat 1804 Kiriik sudi g sukre Adik Sit Mahhidja
Komdr Sri Sri Kunwar Umed Singhju Dev Vaikunth
ko Sidhire,
{2.) apanipuna % % %  alti 15 0ome Sko ¥ ¥
Kumwar Garh-pabara ke % * *

&
The purport seems to be that " on Friday, the gih of the wax-
ing moon of Kértik in Samvat 1804 (A. D. 174%), the Prince
Umed Singh-ju Dev, son of the Governor, Mahirija Womar,
went to Vaikunth (paradise).” This is an evphemism for
death. In the 2nd line the name of Garj-pakra is very
distinct, but the rest 1s doubtful.

I find by calculation that Kdr#ik sudi & of Samval 1804
fell on Friday. The-monument was erected over the ashes
of the Prince Umed Singh and of his wife, who became a
sati. It seems probable that Umed Singh was the Governor
of Kuailo under his father, the Mahirdja Komar of Gaih-.
pahra. But I' was unable to obtain any account of the
family of the Dangi Rajputs.

0.—GARH-PAHRA.

The fort of Garh-pakra, 6 miles to the north of Sapar
was one of the strongholds of the Dingi Rajputs, who claim
to be descended from Raja Dang, Kachwiha of Narwar,
who 1s said to have conquered the district, and added i to
his kingdom. Of Raja Dang nothing more is known, save
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al ru]cle couplet, which records how he was let in by a horse-
dealer -—

Fet ka ghori, HiE gai
Ding hith ravhire raki.

*'The mare bolted back to the seller again,”
" Leaving in Dang's hand only the rein,”

Other accounts say that the DAngis are immigrants from
Jalaun. They are generally called Rajputs; but their claim
to this high position secms very doubtful. When Sindhia's
Mabhratlas entered the SAgar ‘district in 1804, the Dangis
were expelled from SAgar itself, but were allowed to retain
Garh-pahra, They form a large proportion of the popula-
tion in Lhe SAgar district, and the forl of Xhurai to the north-
cast of, Eran is said Lo haye been built by them in the time
of Aurangzeb. Two rajas, Prithvi-pat and Min Singh, are
mentioned as having reigned before 1818,

In Garl-pahra the only object worth notice is a square
building, very much like 2 Muhammadan temb. It consists
of two storeys, each of one room, with a novel kind of veran-
dah all round, (he whole being only 374 feet square. It
would appear therefore that it must have been a baradan
or I summer-house ” of the Déngi chiefs. It is called the
Kdnch-mahal, or “ palace of glazed tiles,” and is atirihuted
{0 a raja named Jay Singh, who is supposed to have lived
about ggo’ years ago. . The use of glazed tiles, although
only two colours are found, is a sure proof of its modern
date. ‘The colours are dark bluc and light blue, and they are
used alternately in the panels of the battlements and in the
ribbing of the ‘domes, The verindah, as T have called it
{or want of a betler name, is not quite continuous. On each
face there are six pillars, with corresponding pilasters against
.the walls.  Over the two middle pillars and pilasters of each
face o dome is raised; and a similar dome at each of the
four corners, thus leaving an open space between every pair
of domes, cqual to one intercolumniatiotr, But as the broad
projecling caves almost mect, the roofing of the verandah is
continuouy with the exception of eight breaks of ane foot
cach between the domes; The domes themselves are eylin-
drical below, with hemispherical tops. They are all thickl
plastered, and the four corner domes are ribbed perpend-
cularly, melon- fashion, while the ribbing of the four middle
domes is spiral.  The central dome over the middle room
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15 of the same shape, with perpendicular ribs.  Thus the
whole building has a very strong likeness Lo a Muhammadan
tomb, with the single exception of the pinnacles at the fon
cormers of the central dome. In a Muhammadan building
these would have been simall domed cupolas; but here they
have been replaced by tall pyramidal pwmnacles marked per-
pendicularly like the pinnacles of a Hindu, temple, in imita-
tion of the peaks of Mount Meru.

The building itsell was never finished, the whole of the
walls below the upper eaves being only roughly plastered,
with all' the holes for the support of the scaffolding still un-
closed, both inside and outside. The representative of the
Dangi Rajputs is now living at Bilihra, to the south of Sagar,
where he holds a jdgsr worth ten thousand rupees a year,

10.—RAHATGARIL.

On the death of Nawldb Dost Mubammad, the founder of
the present Bhupal family, the minisicrs placed on the throne
his youngest son, Sultin Muhammad, a boy of 7 o 8 years
of age; bul he was soon displaced by his elder nother, Yar
Muhammad, with the powerful aid of NizAmulmulk. The.
district of Rahatgarh was then given to his younger hrother
as a Jagir, and to this Sultdn Muhammad’ the people now
attribute the restoration, if not of the entire building, of the
fort.  Bui the position of this hill fort, which commands the
passage of the river Bina, is so advanlageous that there can
be little doubt that the place was ‘oceupied al a very early
period.  The fort is one of the largest in Central India, the
space enclosed within the walls covering 66 acres. The
mterior is filled with buldings of all descriptions, amongst
which are a “large bazar and numerous temples and pala(:vs.
One of these latler is called the Rddal-Mahal, or *cloud
palace,” from its great hcight and’ elevated situation. [1
is attributed to one of the Raj-Gond chicls of Guha
Mandia.”® 1 have quoted this account of the BAdal-Mahal
to show that this hill of Rahatgarh was occupied as a slrong:-
hold by the Gond Rajas belore the lime of the Bhupé’h
Nawibs.  But the following inseription which was found in-
side Rahatgarh, shows that the fort had belonged o the
Pramara Rajas of Dhir as early as A. D, 1255.  The lettas
are rather indistinct in some places, and more particularly
towards the end, but the date and the name of the king, as

1 See “ Contral Provinees Gasetleer, AL Rahaigal,
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well as that of the district, are all quite clear. 1 read «it as
follows — '
f.—Aum! Swddhih| Samval 1312 Varshe Bhiidrapada su 7
s0me
2.—tera sadharayam Maharajddhiraja St Yaya

17— V:zgl?w;a Deva vijayaidjye Uparaliddd Mandale Roja Sn
!

Jo—E F PAIR (7)) phra tasmin Uktzlcm'mla?z_a'd/uka'ra

The inscription was recorded on Monday, the 7th of the
waxing moon of BhAdrapada n the Samvat year 1312 =
A. D. 1255, durind the reign of Mah4iaja, the fortunate Jaya
Vaimma Deva. The, district 1s called Uparahddd-Tiandala,
and the governor would appear (o have been Ukdlevindana.

The name of the king's tribe is not mentioned; but as’
all the latler kings of only one century previous whose
names have come down o us were Pramira Rajputs, and
bore the same {itle of Varmma Deva, the presumption is
strongly in favour of the continuance of the same family on
the throne of Malava., As scveral other inscriplions of the
Pramiras were found at Udaypur, between Bhilsa and Eran,
I rescerve all further notice of this royal family for my account
of Udaypur itsell. '

11.-GYARISPUR,

GyArispur is an old town situated in a gorge of some low,
steep” hills, 24 miles (o the north-cast of Bhilsa, on the old
high road to Sdgar. The new 1oad has turned the pass
which GyAiispur commanded, and the Lown, like many othais
in the country occupied by the Mahrattas, is now gradually
decaying. It possesses the remains of scveral fine temples
of tlie medizeval period ; and the traces ol many others
towards the north, near the great Mangan or Munddkini Tdl,
show that GyAuispur must once have been a place of consider-
able importance. The principal 1emains are the Ath-famblid
and the Bajramath, putside the city on the wesl, the Zendola
and he Chdr-kambha inside the town, and the Mdla De
Lemple on the crest of the cliff Lo the south of the town.

The Ath-kambhd, or ““eight pillars,” are all that now
remains of a once magnificent temple: these are the four
pillais of the Mahd Mandape, or “ great hall,” two pillars of
the dulardle, or “inner hall,” and the two pilasiers of the
doorway of the sancium ;—all of which are richly and
minutely carved.  The four large pillars weie each crowned
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by two bracket capitals one above the other, the upper aiie
resting on a circular drum surrounded by four figures. These
figures are all gone, but the socket-holes which held them
in their places still remain. o

The ceilings cavering the two halls are still intact, and
their great weight has probably held the pillars together.
There 1s a short ihscription on one of the pillars, recording the
visit of a pilgrim in the Samvat year 1039, or A. 1. g82.
The temple, therefore, cannot be placed later than A. 1. 5o,
and may be as early as goo. It was dedicated to Siva,
whose image occupies the centre of thg lintel over the
entrance to the sanctum. :

The Bdjramath is a fine example ‘of a very rare class
.of temple, containing three separate cells in one row. The
centre cell is 7 feet 4 inches long, and each of the side cells
one foot less. In front there was a large hall supported-on
16 pillars, with a balcony on each side, and a staircase to the
east. All three cells are now occupied by Jain figures, but
it is quite certain that it was originally a Brahmanical temple,
as the whole of the outside niches are filled with Brahmamcal
figures. Thus, on the north there are Ganesn and Siva; on
the back are Siva and the four-armed Vishnu, with the
Vaman and Vardha Avatis; rand on the south side are the
Narsinh Avatir and the goddess KAli. The figures over the
doorways of the cells are also Brahmanical, the cenire cell
havingz Stirya in his seven-horse chaviof, with Brahma and
Vishnu to the left and right. I conclude, therefore, thai the
temple, after having been desecrated by the Muhammadans,
was deserted for a long time, and then atl a lalc date.was
appropriated by the Jains. ‘The naked statues which are
now inside were probably brought from the Jain temple of
MAla D4, on the top of the hill.

. Theroof of the temple is as unusual as its plan, The centre
cell is covered by a lofty ‘spire of the common form, with
bulging sides and an amle# fruit crown ; but the rools of the
side cells are low semi-pyramids rising in sieps to join the
central spire. ‘The effect is not unpleasing, although it
struck me that it seemed to increase the breadth of the
temple and to diminish the height of its spire. The whole
building is only 31 feet square, but it looks much larger—
a deception which is partly, or perliaps wholly, due to the
square shape of the building, which is considerably increased
in breadth when viewed diagonally,

Nothing is known about the age or builder of the Bijra
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Math, and no onc could give any explanation of the name
There are numerous mason’s maiks on the stones, but they
are chicfly confined to numbers; several of them have the
letters dra picfixed; as dra 143, dra 193, dra 250. 1 also
found the letters sa and chia; and sihe followed by 1a.
From the shapes of these few letters and figures, I infer that
the temple must have been built some time during the 1oth
century.

The building called /Zindole is an ornamental entrance,
or foran, leading to a Brahmanical temple. Hindola means
simply a “swing,” and the toran with its two upright pillars
and cross-beams has sufficient resemblance to the common
Indian swing Lo justify the people in calling it by this name,
The pullars of the toran are carved on all fow faces. In the
lower panels are repiesented the ten incarnations of Vishnuy,
the Lortoise and fish being placed Logether on one pillar, and
Buddha, standing with the right shoulder bare, with a small
ICAlki Avatfa on his horse beside him, on the other pillar, The
cnds of the bracket capitals are fashioned as lions’ and
elephants’ heads, the former facing outwards and the latter
inwards.

All the figures which once stood on the brackets are now
gonc; bul there are two pirojecting stones on each face of
the archilrave with round holes on the under side, showing
how far Lhe ligures must have leancd inwards. On the south
face of the central pinnacle, which represents a small temple,
there is a figwme of the boar incarnation of Vishnu in the
lower pancl

Closc to the Hindola stands the ruin called Chdr-Kambha,
or “f{our pilars,” which are all that now remains of a grand
temple.  Thesc pillars are of the same style as those of the
Hindola Toran, with lions’ heads and elephants’ heads at the
ends of the brackels. They were most probably the supports
of the Mahdmandapa, or * great hall.”

"These two ruins stand on a height in the middle of the
town. Closeby, I observed scveral shorter and plainer pillars
built into Lthe walls of the houses. Two portions of an inscrip-
tion of 13 lines, with 4 lines of a later date, were also found
Jet into the wall of a platform ncar the toran. This inscrip-
tion had been deliberately cut lengthways and across into
four pieces, of which the upper left hand and the lower right
hand picces are lost. In the third line I read:

¥ gna smdmi mandivam mélavachcharadan
Shattvinsat sauyuieshi titeshu navame sateshu™*
G
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which [ take to be the year 936 of the Mdlava kal, ov *cia
of Malava.” If this be the same as the cra of Viknamidiiya
of Ujam, as I presume it must be, then the date of the tample
close by, to which it in all probability belonged, will be as
early as A. D. 879. .

A small triangular fragment, found in the same neighbour-
hood, bore the dale of Sammwat 1067, or A, . 1010, in higures,

The Jain temple of Mald De on the ciest of the hill is of
somewhal later date than the Hindola Toian. It bears
several  pilgnms’ records, such as  Sebhasapranamati,
Basdwanapranamyaty, Amba Deva pranamats, and under the
figwe of an eight-armed goddess | found the name ol
Zdrapalr engnaved on the leaves ol her lotus thione. There
aie also numerous mason's marks, as dre sro, doua, chi,
&c , which, with the pilgrims' recoids, show that the temple
must be referred to about the same date as the Bijra Math,
or some tune during the 1oth century A.D

12.—BHILSA

Bhilsa 1s sd (o have been founded affer the descition
cf Besnagar; but it scems more probable that the foundation
of Bhilsa led to the abandonmenl of the old city. "The com-
mon people talk of Raja Bhile as ihe lounder, whiic others
refer 1t to the Bhils. But there can be little doubt that it
owes its name, as Di. Hall has already pointed out, to the
temple of the sun, under the appellation of DBhiilla, which
was erccted by Viichaspail, the minister of Raja Krishna, who
dwelt on the Vetravatt or Betwa river.!  As Dr. Ilall pati-
nently remarks, “the sun as Bhiilla was, we see, once an
object of worship. At first sight the word has certainly o
barbarous aspect, and yet it may possibly have heen formed
anomalously from 444, ‘light) and the Vaidika ool 7/
defined by the grammarians ‘to throw’— the thiower of
hght”  Kuphony may have doubled the final consonant.
To Bhdilig add isa, and  the combination is hdillesd.
Soften this, and we easily account for Bhelsd.”

Raja Rukbmangad is also connected with Bhilsa, and the
famous white hoise with the black ca1, which was stabled on
the top of the Lohdngi rock, 1s said to have belonged to him,
although others assign it to Yuvanfswa The troush hom
which the horse used to drink is still pointed out; But this
is only the bell-capital of a gigantic Buddhist pillar, of which
nothing more now remains ~ The part of the capital ihove

' Bengal Astatic Souety’s [outnal—XXXI, 112, note.
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ground is 3 fect high, with a diameter of 5 feet 82 inches
The onginal name of the 1ock is unknown, and the present
name of Lohdngiis only about 500 years old, as it is said to
have been derived from Lohangi-Pir, the title of Shekh
Jaldl Chishti A méla, or fair, is held on the top of the rock
at the full moon of Ashiirh, which may be a survival of
Buddhism, as the day is the anmiversaiy of Buddha's reputed
deall.

The Lohdngi tock is about 200 feet high, the upper half
being a sleep scarp. The top is nearly level, and rather
more than 1oo yards in diameter.  On the wesl side, towards
the town, there is a low lat-roofed masjid, with two inscrip-
tions mside, the old one bemg of Mahwud 1, Khilji of
Malwa, dated in A, H. 864, and the later one of Akbar, dated
in A, H. g84.

The town of Bhilsa is enclosed with square stone walls,
the materials of which must have been brought from the
ruing  of Besnagar, as the walls contain numerous carved
stones. There are thiee gates, that to the west being called
the Zes Gale,and that Lo the south the Raysin Gate. Inside
the town there is a stone masjid called Bijay Mandir, or the
temple ol DBijay, This Hindu name is said to have been
derived from the founder of the onginal temple, Biay Rdni,
The temple was thrown down by the order of Aurangzeb,
and the present masjid erected in its place; but the Hindus
still fiequent it at the time of the annual fair, By the
Muhamniadans it is called the Alamgiri Masjid, while Bhilsa
itself is called Alamgirpur.  The building i1s 78§ feet long
by 26} feet broad, and the roof is supporied on four rows
ol plam square pillars with 13 openings to the front.

Bijay Rant is said to have been the daughter of Beknsa-
Baniya, ov, as some say, ol Bhainsasw ; but I suspect that
hoth names arc imveniions to account for the name of Bhelsa.
it is possible, however, that there may be some connection
with Bhainsa Sth, the repuled founder of Bdruagar, or Béro.

An approximate date for the desertion of Besnagar and
the foundation of Bhilsa may be derived from the old coins
[ound in the ruins of the ancient eity,  Out of go specimens
which 1 obtained, no less than 75 ate older than the Gupta
peviod, and one is of Chandra Gupta himself. I conclude,
therefore, that the change must have taken place during the
time of the Guplas. We know that Chandra Gupta II
actually visited the neighbouring caves of Udaygin, and it
scems not improbable that he may have made Bhilsa his
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head-quarters while his son, Kuméra Gupla, was engaged in
the conquest of Ujain and Swéshtra.

13—BESNAGAR

During the past few years I have twice visited the rums
of the ancient city of Besnagar,~—first in Februay 1875, and
agamm in January 1877. During the latter visit 1 made a
complete survey of the ruined city, and explored the counlry
for several miles around it, and my rescarches were rewarded
by several curious and interesting discoveries. .

Besnagar is situated in the fork belween the two tivers
RBetwa and Bes, which run nearly parallel for upwards of a
mile towards the east, when the Betwa turns sharply to the
north for half a mile till it mects the Bes! The point of
junction is named Triveni, or the meeting of threc streams,
the third being only a small branch of the Betwa, called
Chokrel, or Choprel, which separates from the main strcam
about 1,000 feet above the Triveni junclion, and rejoins it
about 1,500 feet below the junction.  On the western bank
of the Betwa, nearly half a mile above the Tnveni, 1s the
Charan Tirath, afamous place of plgrimage, where two small
hollows in the rock are believed to be the ¢haran, or loot-
prints of Vishnu, The spot is commonly called Charana
Tirath  Besnagar 1s thus enclosed on (hrec sides by the
rivers Belwa and Bes On the fourth side to the west
a huge rampart marks the limit of the ancient city, which
was one mile and a quarter in length and three.quarters of
a mile m breadth within the walls, or just four miles in circuit ,
but the suburbs of the city extended for more than a quarter
of a mile further o the north of the Bes river, and aboul the
same distance to the westward beyond the gtcal rampart, so
that the ancient city was just one mle and half in lenglh by
one mile in width, or five miles in circuit.

The site was certainly a strong one, as each iiver is only
fordable at one point where the high road from Bhilsa Lo
Gwalior crosses it.  On the west, also, the great rampart was
strengthened by a ditch which runs right across (he neck
of land between the two rivers. This western rampart is
generally 30 feet high above the outer countiy, but the
north-west bastion 1ises to a height of from 45 o 5o feet,
and commands the reach of the Bes river for upwards of
balf a mile above the cily. At the foot of this bastion, in the

! See plate XII for a map of Besnagar.
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north-western corner of ihe old city, stands the little village
of Besnagar.

In a former work I have identified the ruins of Besnagar
with the city of Wessanagara, at which Asoka halted for
some time when on his way from Pataliputra to assume the
government of Ujjain.! Wessanagara is the name given by
Buddha Ghosha?, but the author of the MahAwanso, in relating
the same slory, calls the place Chetzyagiri®  As this name
means the ““Chaitya-hil},’ it seems almost certain thal the
term refers to the greal Stipa on the neighbouring hill of
Sanchi, which, as we learn from its inscriptions, was certainly
in exislence in the time of Asoka. The antiquity of the city
is further confirmed by the numbers of ancient coins which
are found amongst the ruins. Out of go specimens which
I obtained, six were of the old punch-marked class, and 5o of
the types without inscriptions which are so common at
Ujjain and Eran. There were also amongst them eight speci-
mens of the satraps of Saurashtra, cight Nigas of Narwar,
and onc coin of Chandra Gupta.

The old city of Fessanagara, or Besnagar, is generally
believed by the people to have been founded by Raja Ruk-
mingada He is said lo have neglected his wile for the
beautiful Apsara ViswA Mohom, for whom the Nolakha
gardens were made, and after whom the city was named
Viswd-nagara. The great festival of the Rubmdngade Ekd-
dast, which still lakes place on the 11th of the waxing moon
of Kartilk, is said to have becn established either in her
honour, or as a propiliation for the neglect of his wife

With respect to this festival the following legend is cur-
rent :~—One day the wimdna, or chariol of Vishnu, was stopped
by a thorn bush, and it was announced that this could be
removed only by a person who had fasted on the Z¢ddase
festival. It happened that a Ze/sn (or oilman’s wife), who had
quarrelled with her husband and left her house without
ealing, was the first to arrive. She at once removed the
thorn bush; and, as the z#mdn began to ascend, she asked
from Vishnu the favour of being laken to the Surg-bok
(swarga) along with him. Her request was granted, and,
taking hold of a wheel, she began to ascend at once. Just
then Réja Rukmin, {ollowed by all his subjects, happened to
arrive, when he also laid hold of the viman, and his subjects,

! Bhailsa Topes, p. 05 L )
2 Tuinour, Pah Annals in Journal of Bengal Asiitic Society, V11, 930,
* Mahdwanso, p. 76.
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following his example, laid hold of different paits of the
vehicle, and of one another, and the whole were taken up lo
heaven. The city being thus deseried, was fursed wupside
down, and has since remained a heap of ruins,

Just outside the small village of Besnagai, on the cast
side, I found several portions of a Buddhist 1aiing which
once surrounded a Sthpa. These consisted of a curved
coping-stone 7 teet 4 inches in length, one railing pillar, and
two rail-bars  As all four are inscribed with short 1ecords
of the donors in Ascka characters, the date of the Stipa
cannol be placed later than the middle of the grd century
B.C These remains with therr inscriptions arc represented
in the accompanying plate*  Judging iom the greal curvature
of the coping-stone, 5 inches in 7 feet 4 inches, the diameter
of the railing could nol have been more than 3o {eet, and
that of the Stfipa not more than 18 or 20 fect

The coping-stone is 11 inches in height and the same
in thickness. On the mner face there 1s a procession ol four
elephants and four horsemen placed alternately, with a {ootman
between each pair. Each elephant bears a rclic-caskel on
s head, and each horseman carries a iray of ofierings in Ins
hand. On the outer face Lhe rounded Llop ovulaps two
mnches and screens the sculpture from the weather. Tlus
face is divided nto ten panels by a continuous band  Begin.
ning from the nght, No 1 panel has an elephant; No. 2, a
pair of musicians; No. 3, a temale bearing a tiay, and a man
canying stieamers ; No, 4 is the same as 3; Nos. 5, 6, 7, and
8 have each a single female carrying a tiay in cach hand;
No. g has two musicians ; and No. 10,a Stipa. Above, there
is engraved a short record in Asoka chatacters of the donors
with a Swastifa at the beginning and the Dharmma chalra
at the end 1 read it as follows —

Pdtamdnasa Bhikhuno-Kumudasa-cha Bhikhuinoddnam.
e [ A - N v
Gifl of the mendicant Patamina and the mendicant Kumuda,”

The railing pillar is 10} inches by 41 inches m section,
and 3 feet g inches in height  Wuth the copmg on the top, the
full height of the railng was therefore only 4 leot 8 mches.
On each side the pillay 1s pierced with thiee sockets for the
reception of the ail-bars.  The back iy quile plain, but the
front1s nichly ornamented At the top thete is a Bodhi trec
spiinging from a square basement, and below it thore are

! bee plate XL The prece of coping 1s repre ‘0 !
of a6t b vt 1o pl.nep ping Presenied molwo patls, for wan
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three rows of men standing in atlitudes of devotion. Al
of them have large head-dresses and huge eanings after
the fashion of the Bharhut sculptures. The inscription has
been injured, the first letter being wanting, and some five
letters at the end which would have included the word
dinam. By adding 4 as the first letter, the opening will be
Ajamiinsa (gifi) “of Aja Mitra.”

The two rail-bars are of the usual pattern, Lhe section
being formed of lwo curves meeting at the top and hottom,
with an extreme thickness of 3% inches. Each bar is 141}
inches long by 11 inches in breadth, in agreement wiih the
height of the coping. On each face there 15 a large lotus
flower, and above 1l on one bar is the record of the donor n
Asoka characters —

Dhamagivine bhrkhuno di [naw]
Gift of the mendicant Dharmagin

On the othel is inscribed -

Nadikdpe Pilvgpiiape de |nam).
(it of Purovijilh of Nandika.

On the opposile side, above the fower, is engraved the
number 33 in figwes, which may perhaps tefer either to the
number of gifts made to the Stipa by this particular donor,
or to the number of the rail-bar itsclk.

On lurning over the coping-stone, I discovered the curious
fact that the intercolumniations of the piltars were of two
different measures, according to Lhe position of the pillar
under the coping. Eacl coping-stone covared four inter-
columniations, the two middle ones being 1 foot 7 inches each
between the socket-holes, and the two end ones only 1 foot
4 mches cach.  Bul the effect of placing the pillars at
different distances would have been so unsightly that |
would rather attribute the discordant measures to the stupid
neglect of the masons in cutiing the sockel-holes at Lhe
wrong distances, which was perhaps rectified in the setting up
by cutting away the tenons of the piilars.

At the spot marked ] in the map, there is a broken bell
capital, 2 feet 6 nches in height, with a square abacus of
1 foot 6% inches. The bell is reeded in the usual fashion;
and, as its diameter is two-fifths greater than its height, 1t must
be as old as the time of Asoka,and was therefore most pio-
h.bly attached to the Stdpa just described,

Al the spot marked G in the plan, there is a colossal female
statoe, which the people call Ze/m, or the ' ollman’s wife,"”
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because she is believed to be holding a vessel which looks
something like an oil-measure; but the name clearly refers
to the herome of the legend which 1 have previously relaied
about the oilman’s wife who was carried up to heaven by
holding on to the wheel of Vishnu's chariol. The statue 15
7 feet high. On the pedestal there are two lions seated
back to back, with a buffalo’s head between them.  On the
woman's left theve is a male Ggure only half her height, who is
stabbing the lion below wilh a dagger. A similar figure on
her right has been broken off above the knees. The woman's
left arm §s gone, but the left hand still rests on the hip.
The nght hand 1s 7aised to a level with the shoulder. But,
as well as 1 could make out from the mutilated state of this
part of the figure, there are certainly two right arms, and
perhaps three. The head and neck are covered with orna-
ments, bul the only dress is a petlicoat reaching down Lo the
ankles and fitting rather closely to the figure.

To the south of the village of Besnagar, there is a large
tank, about 4oo feet square, with several high mounds close
by. I made some excavations in these mounds, but without
any result.

Half a mile due east from the village, near the bank of
the Bes river, there is a very lofty mound named Kdlya
Marh, or the temple of KAliya, This was certainly the sile
of a large building, but it was occupted by a house, and |
was unable to make any excavations. Half a mile duc soulh
from the Kaliya mound, on the edge of the high hank of the
Betwa river, there is a stalue of an elephant, with its rider,
which 1s in very good preservation where not broken; but
the handsand feet as well as the head of (he man are gong, and
also the trunk of the elephant. The body of the animal is
too short, and not massive enough for the size of the head
and legs. It is 4 feet 8 inches long and 3 feet gl inches
high to the top of the elephant's head, The figure is stand-
ing on the ground, and there are no ruins of any kind near it.
The statue seems almost too large for the top of a monolith
column; but T believe that this must have been iLs original
destination, The trunk of Lhe elephant was culed up, and
the lip thrust into the mouth, The tusks were large, and the
tail was long enough to reach the ground, where the end of
it may still be seen. The rider has the caste cord over his
vight shoulder, and a scarf thrown over his left arin and
shoulder, and under his ught arm  His knees are hidden
behind the elephant's ears, which are much broken. The
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whole group has been highly polished, after the manner of
Asoka's pillars, and I have little doubt that it belongs to the
Asoka period.

Close by, in the house of a SAdhu, were found a small
lion of the Gupta period and a large figure of the Ganges
standing on her crocodile, which must certainly have belonged
to a temple of the Gupta age. Both figures are in excellent
preservation.

At the spot marked E in the plan, there is a large stone
trough 15 feet g inches long, 2 feet 10 inches broad, and
2 feel 2 nches deep outside

In the south-east corner of the old city, there are two
lofty mounds, on which are perched the small villages of
SFhanjhan-pirwa and Didrjan-pidrwa. These must have been
the sites of large buildings, but the houses prevent all excava-
tion at presenl. In the north-easl corner of the old city,
close to Lhe junction of the two rivers, there is a small temple
of Ganesa, and on the high mound above stands the temple of
Triveni. The site 1s a very fine one, but the temple is
modern, and there are no statues of any interest.

On the iisland formed by the Choluel Nala, thereis a
small hamlet of a few houses called Nolakha, and some traces
of old buildings, which some people say cost ““nine lakhs of
rupees.””  Others refer the name to the gardens which once
covered the island, and which were believed to be a favourite
resort of the Devatas.

To the north of the ghit, where the high road crosses the
Bes river, there is a very high mound, marked N in the map,
which 1s probably the remains of an immense Stdpa. A
custom-house is perched on the top, which makes any satis-
factory excavalion impossible. Close by, on the north-east,
there is a second mound, more extensive but much less lofty,
which T believe to be the rains of 2 monastery. It possesses
a fine old well, besides one standing pillar marked C, and
the capital of a fallen pillar marked D. These last are
perhaps the mosl curlous and novel discoveries that 1 have
cver made.

The standing pillar is a single shaft 17 feet 11 inches in
height, with a capital of 5 feet 4 inches, which was once
crowned by a square pinnacle formed in the shape of the
fan palm, 2 fect 7 inches in height. I have given a drawing
of it in the accompanying plate! The lowest part of the
shaft is octagonal, the middle has sixteen sides, and the

! See Plate X1V,
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upper part is circular.  Between the last two there1s a band
of flowers The shalt 1s crowned by a hell capilal, above
which 15 a massive abacus, the lower hall octagonal, and the
upper half squarc. On this abacus formerly stood the fan.
palm pinnacle, 2 feet 7 inches n he[p?ht ; but it IS now lying
on the ground close by, broken and disregarded. The mound
is occupied by a young Bandgi, alter whom the pillir has
been named Kambla Didbd, or the “ fakiv's pillar”  The place
15 visited by numbers of pilgrims, as the pillar is esteemed holy,
and in the months of Jyesht and Asharh rams are sacnificd
before it [t may perhaps be mscribed, but the whole shaft
ts so thickly smeared with red lead, that it was very diffieult
to find the stonc under the crust of vermillon. The people,
however, aflirmed that it was not mscribed, and I wasvery un-
willingly obliged to be content with an examination of the
red swface, Tts date, therefore, can only be judged by its
style. The height of the bellis greater'in proportion 10 the
diameter than that of the known Asoka examples,  The
height of the latter is generally only two-thids of the diamete,
as in the Matare pillar of the same plate; whercas the
height of the bell of the fan-palm pillar 15 thiec-lowths of
its diameter. In this 1espect, therefore, it agrees with the
known examples of the Gupta period, such as the Bhita
pillar of Skanda Gupta, and the Eran piilar of Budha Gupla.
The division of the shaft also mto parts of different sections,
circular and polygonal, reeals the similar arvangement of the
Kahaon pillar ol Skanda Gupta I helieve, thercfore, that this
fan-palm pillas may be assigned with some certainty Lo (he
Gupta period of about A D, 200 1o 350 The total height
of the mllar is only 20 feet 7 inches,

The Makara or “ciocodile” pinnacle is lying in a field on
the slope of the mound, at a shoil distance hom the fan-
palm pinnacle. No trace of the shaft could be found ; but
the whole of the capital, which 15 cut out of one block will
the crocodile, is still existing, although much broken on one
side, The bell of this capital, as I have just noticed, is of
the true Asoka proportions, and 1 have little doubt, thacfore,
that the pillar was set up during the time of Asokan. The
diameter of the bell is 2 feet 3 inches, and the whole hetghi
of the capital with its abacus is 4 feet 1o inches. The
Makara is 2 feet 11 inches high; but as the end of the Ll
ts broken off, its full height would have been over 3 feet.
The shaft must have been 1 (oot 1o inches m diameter,
and its height just 22 feet, reckoned at 12 diamoters
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The lower part of (he abacus is circular, and is ornamented
with symbolical flowers and small crocodiles.  Irom one of
these [ bave supplied the end, or the pinnacle erocodile’s tail.!
The upper part of the abacus is square, with the Bhud-
dhist railing as an oinament on all four sides The Aatara,
or crocodile,1s a clumsy ammal, all head and tail ; but unless it
could have been set up, like a dolphin, with its tail in the air,
the sculptor had no choice but to reduce its length, It has
four fing, but they are all much too small [or the size of the
monster (1 has also two feet in front, but they have been
broken off. Thereis a mysterious hole at a short distance
behind the eye, which has puzzled me very much.  Pethaps a
horn or a fin, which the sculptor had forgolien, was inserted
here as an after-thought.  Altogether the ciocodile forms a
very ugly finish [or the top of a very graceful and eleganti
capnal,

Just half a mle to the north-east, following the course of
the Betwa river, theire is another ancient capital crowned with
the {famous Kalpa-drim or *“ fortunate tree” ol the Devaloda,
which [ulfilled all one’s desires. The common people give
the name of Kalpa-drilm o Kalpa-britsh to a large lorest
tree with a smoolh silvery bark; but the true Kalpa-drim,
which is supposed to grant all one's desies, is the tree of
[ndra’s heaven, and was one of the products of the churning
of the ocean. In the Besnaga sculpture it is represcnted
as a baman tree with Jong pendant roots, from which untold
wealth i1 the shape of square picces of money 1s dropping
in such quantities that all the vessels placed below are full
and overllowing® The upper part of the tree, which is
nearly spheiical in shape, 1s covered with the large leaves
and smali beriies of the #Yeus Indicer, and the stems and
pendent roots are represented on a cyhndrical neck, below
which they divide into eight compartments. In these are
placed alternately four vessels full of money and four skins
full of wine (?). These last may, perhaps, be intended for
bags of money, as cach is fastened with a band round the
neck, The open vessels are all different. One is a large
shell standing on its end; a second is a full-blown lotus
flower; a third is a &fa, or common water-vessel. Between
the shell and the bag, on its right, theire is a cutious rounded
shalt with leaves in strmght lines pointed upwards. What
it may he 1 cannol even guess. _ ‘

The upper part of the free is 3 feet 3 inches in diameter,

1.8ec plate X1V
1 See plate XV,
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and its mass of trunks and pendent rools is 2 feet 24 inches
in diameter, and 1 foot 2 inches in height. The trunl_(ﬁ
rise from a cylindrical neck of basketwoik, 8 inc}.\es in
height, which itself rests on the abacus of the capital; g inches
in height, and 2 feet 4 inches square. The shaft must
therelore have been of about the same size as that of the
crocodile pillar. [ believe, in fact, that this pillar was the pair
or fellow of the crocadile pillar, as I find by a measurement
that the upper part of both was of exactly the same height,
of g feet 8 nches, from the bottom of the square abacus with
its Buddhist railing to the top of the pinnacle. A skeich
of the Kalpa-drim pinnacle 1s given in the accompanying
late.!

P Close by this curious capital there is a colossal female
statue, 6 feet 7 inches in height. The figure was broken in
two pieces, and half buried in the giound. The arms arc
unfortunately goune, and, as theie is no trace of either of the
hands resting on the figure, the action is extremely doubtful.
There is a small fracture above the right hip, where the light
hand may have rested, but the fiacture scems too small for
such a purpose. But the statue is otheiwise interesiing on
account of its curicus and novel costume The headdress
is a kind of turban of ornamented cloth twined with the hair
in the shape of a bowl, which complelely covers the top and
back of the head from the brows to the neck. At the back
two long broad plaits of hair hang down 1o the loins. 1n the
ears are larpe massive earrings, hke those of the Bhauhui
sculptmes. There are several garlands and necklaces round
the neck, the former hanging low down in fronl between the
breasts. The body 1s covered by a jackel rounded in front

and it is ornamented with a broad border. Below this, thurc'
is the usual female sé»7, or sheel petticoal, with (he gathers
over the stomach, and hanging down in formal (olds in fion(,
But this petticoat reaches only (o the midleg, and beneath it
there appears a second, reaching down o the massive anklols
on the feet. A broad sash or girdle passes round the bodl

above the hips, and is tied in‘above in front of the stomach

Below it is the usual zone of five strings of ornament l'csu;u;r
on the loing. It 1s possible that this may be a porlrait stitue
of Maya Devi, for the profusion of ornament shows that it ig
not a religious figure. "The similarity of the costume Lo that
of many of the females in the Bharhut sculplures scems (o
point to the age of Asoka as the date of this statue, and this

1 See plate XV.
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is confirmed by the decency of its clothing, which is un-
doubtedly earlier than the scanty costumes of the Sinchi and
Mathura sculptures, which belong to the Indo-Scythian
period. From the pose of the figure, I think that it must
originally have been placed on the top of a pillar. Altogether
this is a very curious and interesting picce of sculpture, as it
is the only specimen of a female statue in the round that has
yet been discovered of so early a petiod

Three-quarters of a mile due west of the crocodile pillar,
and to the north of the Bes river, opposite the village of
Besnagar, thereis a low, flat, oblong mound, marked M in the
plan. It is 230 {eet long by 150 feel broad, and is known by
the name of Khera, which means a mound of ruins, as distin-
guished from a natural inound of earth. [ made excavations
along the edges of the mound, with several cross-trenches ;
but the whole site had evidently been well searched previously
for building-stones, and my only discovery was the corner pillar
of a Buddlust railing in the north-east angle of the mound.
The pillar was 5 [eet 7} inches in height and 1 foot 5 inches
squarc. On two adjacent faces 1Ll was ornamented wilh the
usual round medallion in the middle and half medallions at
top and bottom; and the other two adjacent faces were
pierced with thiee socket-holes each for the reception of rail-
bars, 1 foot 8} inches broad, and 6% inches thick in the
middle. The pillar was also bevelled on the edges like those
of the greal SAnchi Stipa. As the coping was generally of
the same height as the rail-bais, the tull height of this
railing would have been 7 feet 4 inches Both the shape
and size of the mound would secem to point it out as the
remains of a monaslery; but as monasteries were always
surrounded by walls, an!not by railings, I conclude that this
Khera must have been the site of a Vihir or temple, and
perhaps also of a Stfipa. We know that the great VihAr at
Buddha Gaya was surrounded by a rectangular railing,
whereas the railings placed around Stfipas would appear to
have been always circular. But everything is now gone save
this one solitary corner pillar, and it seems idle, therefore, to
speculate any further.

QOutside the old city, on the west, there are also several
mounds, of which the two most prominent are entered in the
map and marked R and S. The former is low, and has a
small modern temple on the top; but the latter is a large
mound jo feet in height, and is generally known by the
name of Dangri. 1 made several excavations in this mound,
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which revealed the walls of a brick temple of cousiderable
size. The bricks were 15 x 8 x 3 inches. On the slope of
the mound was found a stone pillar 4 feel 3 inches in height
and 1 foot 2 inches square at base, The square changed
nist to 8 sides, next to 16 sides, and then (o g2 sides, above
which the pillar became square agam. The amnament wis
minute, and the wortkmanship claborate and clean; but the
design was singulaily heavy and unpleasmg.  There was
nothing to show whether this mound was the remains of a
Buddhist or of & Brahmanical temple; but I conclude, {rom
the singular ugliness of its pillar, that it was not of very
eatly date
14 —~UDAYGIRI, or UDAYAGIRI

‘The hill of Udaygiri, 2 miles to Lhe south-west of Besnapar
and § miles from Sdnchi, (s an solated ridge about & wile and
a halt in length.  Its general direction ts [1om north-west (o
south-east, and its greatest height about 350 teet at the north-
east end. In the middle it is very much depressed, and here
a narrow passage has been cul through the hill, which was onee
closed by a gate, of which the northern jamb still remaius,

The rock is a soft, while sandstone, disposed n horizontal
layers. 1t has been extensively quarried m [ormer days, s
the quarrymen’s works we still visible on all sides and at all
heights, No doubt the walls of all the houses in the neiph-
bouring cily of Besnagar were built of Udayagiri stone; hut
the sione beams were most likely procuied then, as now, from
the isolated il of Pawai, 20 miles to the north

Advantage has been taken of the houzontal lines of
cleavage to excavalc numerous caves in Lhe north-casl face
of the bl Many of these ave of small size, but all of {hem
would appear o have once had structural porticoes raised in
front  Two of the caves possess inscriplions of Chancra
Gupta 11, and a third has an insciiption dated in (he yem 106
of the Gupta Kal. Itis therefore cerlain (hat (he principal
caves ace as old as the time of the Guptas.

No. 1, about half way up the hill, is a false cave lemple,
the hiont and one of the sides being built up; but the roof is
a natwal ledge of rock, which covers the whole of the temple.
[ts edges are cut into mouldings similar to those of the
structual Gupta temples at Eran, Tigowa, and SAnchi, The
cave or sanctum is a small room only 7 fect by 6 [eel, while
the portico is 7 (eet squate.! In front there are four quuzuu

! See plate X VI, fig, 1,
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pitlars presenting three openings, the middle one being 3 feet,
while the side ones are only 1 foot each, or just once diameter
of the pillars. The walls are prolonged beyond the front of
the temple, and terminate in pillars sunilar to the others, with
an opening of 5§ feet.  The pillars themselves are similar to
those of Thgowa and Eran, but much plamer.!  The enshrined
figure was oniginally hewn out of ithe solid rock of the back
wall of the temple  Tlus has been roughly chiselled off, but
the outline of a standing figure is still quite clear.

No. 2 cave 1s near the level of the ground. It is very
much weatherwoin, and possesses no interest  Itis 7 feet 11
mches long by 6 feet 1] mnch broad. The wall of the front is
now gone; but there are traces of lwo pilasters on the rock,
and of a structwial portico in the long deep honizontal cutting
over the door.

No. 3 cave 15 41 feet to the right or north-west of the
last I bave named it (he B/ua cave, from the figure of a
man over the doorway, who 1s represented playing the Indian
lute. The cave consists of a single rock-hewn room, 13 feet
11 mches long by 11 {fect 8 inches broad, which is approached
by an ornamental dooiway, 6 feet ngh by 2 feet gt inches
wide®  The jambs and lintel are quite plain, the latter over-
lapping the former at each end, exactly after the fashion of a
wooden doot-frame.  The plain frame 1s suirounded by thiee
lines of nich mouldings. On the lower line over the door
there are five cusped bosses with small ciicular panels, each
containing a figure.  In the boss to the left is a man playing
the bina, or Indian lute, and in that to the extreme right
there is a sccond figure playing the sdrang:, or Indian puitar.
In the middle one Lheie is a lion, fand in each of ihe others
a crocodile. Outside the lines of ornament there aie two
short pilasters with bell capitals, like those n the Nisik caves,
which support the usual figures of the Ganges and Jumna.
Inside there 1s a lingam, with a human face carved on the
side

Before the cave there was formerly a structural portico,
supported on two large pillars in {roni and twa small palins at
each side. The mason’s marks of their posilions are still
visible on the rock. On the face of the rock there are two
large pilasters, with which the two large outer pillars must have
cotresponded.  On the north-west side this portico led into
another open cave, 10 feel 33 mches in length by 6 feet g}

1 See plate XXI1, hg. 4, for one of these pillars.
? Sec plate XVI, bg. 3.
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inches in breadth, standing at right-angles with the Bina cave.
In it are arranged images of the Ashta-Sakti, or eight-female
energies, six in front and one at each side.

No, 4 is a large open cutting, 22 feetin length by 12 fect
8 inches in height and 3 feet 4 inches mn depth.  This niche
contams a colossal figure of Vishnu as the Varlha Avatira,
or Bom mcaination, represented as a man with a boar's
head.! With his left foot he treads on the coils of the
Niga king, who has a canopy of thirteen snakes' heads, seven
n front and six in the intervals behind. His right hand rests
on his hip and his left on his knee. With his right tusk he
raises Prithvi, a female figure personifying the earth, from
the depths of the ogean, which 1s represented by long
undulating lines on the background of the rock. "Behind
the Niga king there is a male figure kneeling, who may
pethaps be the ocean king himself. To the left of the
boar's head there are some of the heavenly musicians, and
to the right and left are four lines of figuies filling the whole
background of the composition. Amongst these, [ recognized
Brahmd with his beard, and Siva riding his bull, Nandi,
and numerous other gods with halocs round their heads.
Another line 1s occupied apparently by Asurs, or demons,
and a third line by bearded Rishis.

On the 1ight and left sides of the niche the sculptor has
portrayed the descent of the Ganges and Jumna from the
heavens to the sea. As the left hand compesition is fuller
than the other, I will describe it in detail® In the upper part
the heavens are repicsented by Devas flying, while the
Apsaras are playing and dancing below them. On each side
a river is portrayed by undulating lines descending from
above  On leaving the heavens, the two streams mie personi-
fied as the Ganges and Jumna by two female figures, the
former standing on a crocodile and the latter on a tortose,
which are their usual emblems The two rivers then join to-
gether and enter Lhe sea, where they are 1cceived by the god
of ocean, who 18 represented standing in the water above his
knees, and holding a water-vessel in his hands. ‘

The composition on the right side of the niche is similar
to this, but the heavens are represented by the Devas alone
the Apsaras being omitted, ‘

The figures of the Ganges and Jumna are known by tlie
symbolic animals on which they stand,—the crocodile and the

! See plate XVIII for a partial view of Uns ext 1
2 See blate XXI11. p extensive sculpture,
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tortoise. These two representative animals are singularly
appropriate, asthe Ganges swarms with crocodiles, and the
Jumna teems with tortoises. The crocodile is the well-known
vdhan, or vehicle on which the figure of the Ganges is
usually represented ; but the identification of the tortoise as
the vdlian of the Jumna, though highly probable, was not
certain until | found, amongst the Chaonsat Fopini statues
mn the Bhera Ghat temple, a female figure with a tortoise on
the pedestal, and the name of S»i Yamuna inscribed beneath,

The legend of the Varaha Avatara as told in the Puranas
has been summarily given by Wilson, from whose account |
‘borrow the following details *—* When Vishnu (Narayana)
assumed the form of a boar, both water and earth already
existed, but the earth was under the waters. Then Prithvi
(the earth personified as a female) thus addressed Narayana,~—
‘ Hail to thee who art all creatures, to thee the holder of the
mace and shell. Elowate me now from this place, as thou
hast upraised me in days of old, ** I am of thee, upheld by
thee ; Lhou art my creator” Then the auspicious supporter
of the world, * * the mighty boar, * * up-lifted upon his
ample tusks the earth from the lowest regions.” And in
another Purina il is said,—" The Supreme Being, “upholding
the earth, raised it quickly and placed it on the summit of
the ocean.” |

In the sculptures of this incarnation the Variha is more
generally represented as a boar-headed man than as a simple
boar; but all the Purinas speak of him as the latler, and
the Vishnu Purana describes the munis as seeking shelter
“amongst the bristles of the body of the boar”” Perhaps
in this last description we may have the origin of the
common representations of the boar as covered with rows of
Rishis, .

A few feet to the right or north-west of the Vardha is the
well-known cave which bears an inscription of Thandra
Gupta I, dated in the year 82, The rock-hewn roomis 14
feel deep and 12} feet broad. In front of the door of the
cave there is a rock-hewn verandah, o3 feet 8 inches in length
by 5 feel 10 inches in depth.®* The doorway which 1s near
the southern end of the verandah is richly carved after the
Gupta fashion with bell-capital pilasters supporting the river
goddesses. On each side the face of the rock is divided
into sculptured panels, two to the left and three to the right.

! Vishnu Purdna, C, IV.
 Sec plates XVl and XVII,
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The two figures nearcst the door, one on each hand, are
apparently porters or guards. ‘They have large bushy heads
of hair and loose flowing dhoeti cloths round the hips.
Fach is armed with an cnormous ciescent-shaped axe, on
which he vests one arm, like a soldier standing al case.
Beyond the left-hand porter is a slanding figure of Vishnu
with four arms, and holding his well-known symbols of the
club, the discus, and the shell.  Next to the right-hand porter
there is another standing figure of the four-armed Vishinu
attended by his two wives, and in the panel (o his right is the
twelve-armed goddess Mahesasuni Devi, armed with sword
arid shield, bow and arrows, club, discus, and thundeibolt,
She holds the buffalo demon by the heels while she is
treading upon his head. Beyond this there isa standing
male figure, very much Injured, adjeining which at right-
angles is another cave or recess, 83 feet in length, containing
statues of the dsita Sakt?, or eight female energics.

Over the figures of Vishnu and Mahesasuri Devi there is

a large pancl containing a short inseription of only two lines,
although the smoothed space was apparently preparcd for
eight o1 nine lines, The name of the local raja at the end
of the secoud line is, [ am afraid, irrecoverably last, but the
rest of the inscription is generally clear and legible, 1 rcad
the whole as follows . — )

,I.—Siddham  samvatsare 82 Ashidba mlse suklekadasyim
paramabhattdraka mihliddhi! Sri Chancia Gupla pAdinu-
dbyitasya.

2.~ Mahirija Chhagaliga-puntrasya, Mahardja Visl'.m\-D.’isa-puL-
rasya Sanakfnilasya Mahbrhja * * lasya deya dbarmma,

““Religious gifl of Mabhfthja (* *) g of Sanalkdnilka, son of
Mahirhja Vishnu-disa, pandson of Mabirija Chhagalipa, duing the
1eign of the paramount sovereign, the greal” king Chandia Gupta, on
the 11th of the waxing moon of (he month of AshAdha in ghe
year 8z.”

Several short inscriptions were found on the cciling of
the cave, amongst which 1 was able io 1ead Arivakshusa,
Aliklita, Sivadityena, and Sabharate.

. The name ol Sanakéinika is mentioned in the Allahabad
pillar inscription as one of the countries subject to Samudra
Gupta, and his possession of this part of Cenlral India - is
even more satisfactorily established by my discovery of one
of his inscriptions amongst the ruins at Fran, There js no
trace of the name at the present day, unless it be preserved
w the large village of Sdeli-Kanvhhers, where ihe greal
Stlipa stands. )

' Sicin origmal—See plate X1,
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At a short dislance to the right there is an almost isolated
mass of rock, hewn into the shape of a hemispherncal Stipa,
with a square base. It is crowned by a large, flat slone, which,
from its likeness to a gigantic #dwa, or “ griddle” for baking
cales, has suggested to the people its piesent name of the
“TAwa cave.” In the lower face, to the north, there isa doo
leading to a room 13 feet 10 inches long by 11 feet g inches
broad. Ilom an inscription on the back wall, this cave wouldl
appear 10 have been made by the minister of Chandra Gupta
himself. The rock is now very much dilapidated outside, but
the foimer existence of a portico is proved by the long hollow
above the entrance which once received the edge of the 100f-
ing slab. On each side of the doorway also there is a
weather-worn figure of a guard or porter, with the same bushy
hair and standing in the same attitude as the porters of the
Chandra Gupta cave just described. The roof inside is
ornamented with a large lotus flower, 4 {eet 6 inches in dia-
meter.

The inscription of Chandra Gupta extends to five
lines of large well-formed, characters; but is not quite
complete, some of the letters having been lost by the pecling
away of the rock. The lines are numbered by figurds, as in
the Samudra Gupta inscription on the Allahabad pillar, the
number 2 only being lost by the peeling off of the rock 1
read it as follows :-—* ) .

(1.) Yadantarjjyotirarkkabhamuchchya * vyApi Chandra Gupta
kh?’ﬁ manggutta .
(2) * Vikram4 vakraya kritAddsyanya * {a phrtthiva * #* #
ménfsa rdktA dharmma * ©
(3. Siddham.tasya rijAdimrdjarsherachi ¥ ¥ ¥ rmmashh anwaya
pripta sfchivyo vyd # ¥ % yigraha,
(4) Kaulsassaba itikhydte Viasenah ulfkhyayd Sabdart-
thanyhya lokajaashkavi Phlaliputraka.
(5) Kutssa prithvi jayarthena rajnaiveha sahdgatah bhalklyl
bhagavatassambhorgubllatd makarayale.

For the following translation 1 am indebted to the kind-
ness of Rdje Sivaprasdd —

“ Adorable like the sun, the internal light pervading Chandia
Gupta (1)."!

“«Who with * * * (2)”

¢ Of him, like a saint among great kings became the mimster, as
his forefathers had been (3) of the race of Kuisa, Shba, whose
ancestral name was Virasena. He was a poct and tesident of Pltali-
putra, and knew grammar, law, and logic (4).”

! See plate XIX, for a copy of this weetiption,
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“ Having come here with his king, who is desirous of conquer-
ing the whole world, he made this cave, through his lave Lo
Sambhu (5).”

From this short insciiption we learn that Chandra Gupta
himself had visited Malwa in his career of conquest. It was
probably at this time that he despatched his son Kumdra
Gupta to annex Surdshira, while he himself, like a prudent
general, held Central India firmly in his grasp by occupying
Bhilsa and Ujain. It is unfortunate that there is no date to
this record; but as his other inscription gives the date of
S. 82, it is probable that the TAwa cave was made about the
same time.

[t is worthy of note that all the large sculptures, both
here and at Eran, which were dedicated by, the local chiefs
and people of the country, are in honour of Vishnu, while the
present cave temple, excavated by the minister of Chandra
Gupta, a 1esident of Pataliputra, the metropolis of the north,
is dedicated to the worship of Siva (Sambhu)

From the side of the TAwa cave, the rock-hewn road or
passage already mentioned crosses the hill.

The gicatest culting is not ‘more than 12 fect in depth
in the middle, and in length about 100 feol.  Advantage was
taken of the scarped cutting to carve a group of Vishnu
steeping on the coils of the snake Ananta, atlended by Gainda
and seven other figures, The statuc is of colossal size, being
12 feet long; but the whole group is very much weather-worn,
there being no projeclion in front of the panel. Some people
call this sculptuce Satwdse,—perhaps in allosion to the seven
figures.

No. 8 cave, known as the Kotr7, lies at a short, distance
to the right of the pass, The room is 10 feet 4 inches long by
1ofeet broad. The doorway is ornamented with two pilasters
with reeded bell capitals. On one side is a figure of Gancsa,
and on the other sidea figure of Mahesasuri Levi, both hewn
out of the solid rock. Trom these figures we lean that this
cave was dedicated to Siva.

No g,orthe “ Amrila cave,” is situated al some distance
to the north-west of the last, close Lo the little village of Uday-
gin. It now contams a hingam of Swa; but fiom 2 pilerim’s
record mscribed on one of the pillars in the Samvai year 1093
or A. D. 1036, il is certain that this eave temple was at that
time dedicated to the worship of Vishnu, It 1s the largest
cave of the Udaygiri group, being 20 feet long by 19 feet 4
inches broad. The roof is supported by four massive pillas,
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8 feet high and 1 foot 9 inches square, also hewn out of the
rock. They have richly-ornamented capitals, but instead of
the usual turn-overs at the four coiners, they have four
horned and winged anmmals standing upright on their hind
legs, and touching their mouths with their forefeet. The roof
also differs from those of the other caves, as il is divided into
nine square panels by the aichitraves crossing over the four
pillars. One of these pillars 1s shown in the accompanying
plate beside one of the structural pillars of No. 1 temple®

The doorway of this caveis also more exiensively
ornamented than that of any of the others. The pilasters
are of the same pattern as the pillars inside, and are there-
fore most probably of the same date. The ends of the door-
frame, in 1mitation of its wooden prototype, extend beyond
the uprights, and the lines of moulding on each side are
catried round them. The panels contamming the two rnver
goddesses are also made to curve round to suit the same
position. Above these lines of ormament there isa long
deeply-carved sculpture representing the churning of the
ocean by the Suras and Aswres, or gods and demons, and
over this is an unfinished sculplure of the Navagraha, or
nine planets. As the amrita, or nectar, was produced by
this churning ‘of the ocean, I propose Lo call this cave the
“Amrila cave.”

In front of the cave there was at first a long structural
verandah with three openings, to which a hall was alterwards
added, the whole forming an exteinal building 2% feet square.
Some pillars and parfs of the walls me stll standing, and
the positions of the lost parts aie still clearly tiaccable on
the rocky foundation.

There is nothing to "show the date of this cave; but,
judging from the more highly decorated pillars, and their
new style, I think thatit must be the latest of all the
Udaygiri group of caves. ‘

No. 10 cave lies high up in the north-western end of the
hill, and is not very easily accessible. 1 have named it the
“ Jaina cave,” because the inscriplion inside declares it to
have been dedicated to Pirswandth, whose image was
placed atl the mouth of the cave. The main excavation,
which runs from east to wesi, is 50 feel in length by 16 feet
in breadth, and 1s divided into five rooms by cress-walls built
of tough stones. The two innermost rooms are respectively

L See plate XXII, fig. 5
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17% feet by 6% feel and 16} feet by 8% fee{. The other three
rooms are’ respectively 143 feet and 11 fect. From the
southernmost room a second excavation, consistng of Lthiee
small rooms, runs from north to south. In this also the
division walls, as well as the {ront wall, are all built of rough
stones, the roof being formed by the long overlapping rock.
Outside, near the edge of the scarp, thereis a small tank,
6 feet 2 inches square .

The inscription is engraved on the face of the rock in one
of the northern rooms. 1t is in perfect order, save a fow
letters at the ends of the lines, which have been injured by
the chipping away of the angular edge of the rock. 1Itisin
8 lines, which 1 read as follows —*

1 Namal Siddhebhyah Sri Samyutinfw gunato yadinab
Guptdnwaydndm nripa satlamindm.

2. rdjye kolasyAbhivi varddhaminesharbhiryyute varsha Sate tha
mase Sukarttike bahula dinetha panchame.

3. guhamukhesphata vikatenkata mimaw jita dwisho Jinavara
PArswa SAmynekim Jindkali Samadamavina.

4. chikara. Achfiryya Bhadrinwaya ULhiishanasya sishyopyls-
achArya Kulenggatasya Acharya gosd,

5. % munessatashl Padmbvala vaswa paterbbhadasya purai
rajeyasya ripughna maninassa samgha.

6. lasyatyablivi sculobhriviswa samjnaya Sangkara same
sabdito vidhana yuklamyatim4.

7. * masthital; sad tharfnam sadrase Kujundin Udapri sidesa-
vare prasutah

8. kshayaya karmmariganasyadhima yadatra punyam tadapsa.
sarjja.

For the following translation U am again mdebted to the
kind offices of my friend Raja Sivaprasid —

‘' Salutation to the Siddhas! The glotious sea of merils, the
family of the Guptas (were) good kings. During the veiy prosperous
reign of these kongs, in the year onc bundred and six, on the lifth day
of the waxing moon of the month of Kaittika, at the mouth of the cave,
the statue of PArswa Jina (PArasnith), sesene, prand, and greal, was
set up by Sangkara. He was a disciple of the Achlrya Go ¥ + Muni,
who was an ornament amongst the descendants of the Achirya Bhadia,
born of an Aryan family, (he was) the son of thelicio, the commander
of cavalry Padmivani, unconquerable by enemies, and famous in the
world, (and) had subdued his passions and assumed the life of a pess
with ceremony  He was born in the northern county (Udagrisddesa)
like another #tara-kuru for the destruction of the enemy, Karmma
(work) He made tlus meritorious woik *’

. Amongst the ruins of Mathura 1 had the good fortune to
discover several sfalues and wscriptions of the Jains, of which

I Sce plate X1X for a copy of this inscription,
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the earliest was as old as the time of I{anishka. The present
inscription is dated in the year 106 of the Gupta era, near the
beginning of the reign of Kumira Gupta, or in A. D. 272.
It 1s therefore more than two centuries later than the Mathura
inscriptions; but 1t is of nearly equal importance, as it is by
far the oldest Jain inscription that has yet been found
Central India. Here also, as in the north of India, we find
that the Jaina religion was already established with its
stereotyped system of twenty-four hierarchs, of whom Parswa
was the last but one. With these new facls before us, I see
no difficulty in giving credit to the common story of the
.origin of the SwetAmbara Jainas, who trace their beginning to
the time of Chandra Gupta. Up to his time all the Jama
priests went about naked. But onc day, when he was residing
at Ujain, lus queen, who was in the family way, happened to
meel a naked Digambara, or sky.clad” Jaina priest in the
city, at which she was so horrified that she returned home
al once and had a wmiscarriage. The kg then issued an
order that the Jaina priests, whenever they visited the city,
should come properly clad. All the stricter votaries at once
retired from Ujam, bui they who remained adopted a white
dress and became known as Sweldmbaras and Swefavdsas,
or the “white-clad.”

All the remains at Udaygiri hitherto described, with the
exception of the last, aie exclusively Brahmanical. But
all round the south of the hill, as well as’on the top, there
are numerous other remains that are undoubledly of Buddhist
origin. Thus, to the easi, near the village of Sempura, I
found a broken pillar of a Buddhist railing, 8 inches by 6
inches in section, with the well-known medallions in front,
and the curved socket-holes for the reception of the rail-
bars. Close, by also, T found a complete rail-bar of a much
larger railing, which was 2 feet 1 inch in length and 1 foot
10 inches in breadih, with a thickness i thé middle of 7%
inches. As these are as nearly as possible the same dimen-
sions as those of Lhe rail-bars of the Bharhut Sttipa, we learn
that Udaygiri also must once have possessed a greal
Buddhist Stapa., While Buddhism flourished the Stpa was
safe; bul when it became a perseculed faith, every stone
would have found ready acceptance by the Brahmanical
persecutors in the neighbouring city of Bhilsa.

Going round the hill to the soutih, I found under a
tamarind ltecan abacus of a Buddhist pillar, 2 feet 6% inches
squarc and 1 foot g} mches high, ornamented with a Buddhist
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railing, like other examples at Sanchi and Besnagar.
Amongst other fragments, I found some bell-capital pilasters,
which would seem Lo be the remains of a very early temple.

On the top of the hill there are {races of buildings in
several places. Immediately over the caves therc isa large
square platform, beside which I found the bell capital of a
large pillar surmounted by a lion. On the northern half of
the hill, which is about 350 feet high, I found a pieee ol the
circular shaft of the pillar, g fect g inches in length, with a
diameter lessening from 2 feet 8} inches to 2 feet 4 inches.
A short distance above this spot stands the massive end
of the shaft, 2 feet 11 Inches square, and 6 feel 5 inches
long. This is still resting on the original site, but fallen
towards .the west, Apparently this was one of the great
Lion Pillars of the Buddhists, which had stood for centuries
on the top of the hill—a noble landmark to the counuy
for many miles around. Then came Lhe spoiler to carry
it off, who dug down to its foundations and attempted
to pull it down; but the pillar snapped just above the square
end, where it struck the rocky edge of the excavation;
the round shaft was broken inlo pieces and rolled down the
slope, while the Lion capital was hurled to a distance and
mutilated by its fall. In this broken state the pillar was not
worth removing, and the pieces remained where they fell,

At a short distance from the broken pillar there are long
lines of foundations; but the only object worth nélice is a
gigantic stone trough, 22 feet 5 inches in length by 3 fcet
5 inches i breadih, and 2 feet g inches in depth.  This huge
stone, as well as the pillar, must have been quarried on the
spot.

15.—SANCHI.

In 1851, when I wrote my account of the greal Buddhist
Stipa at Sinchi, | stated my opinion that many of the pillars
of the circular colonnade that once surrounded the pinnacle
“must be buried beneath Lhe rubbish”.! At thal time T
had counted nearly 40 of these pillars, of which only 4
had legible inscriptions. But during two visits which I made
there in 1875 and 1877, I dug up between 20 and 30 others,
of which 13 were inscribed, besides a number of small rail-
bars, of which 5 were inscribed. I found also two picces of
the circular coping, both inscribed, and several pillars and
rail-bars of (he square plinth which suppoited the *tee,” or

v Dhulsa Topes, p. 185.
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umbrella, on the summit of the Stapa. Allogether I obtain-
ed 21 new inscriptions, which will be noticed presently.

The circular railing which surrounded the pinnacle was
34 feet m diameter and 3 feet 5 inches in height. Each
pillar was g inches broad by 7 inches deep. There were 3
rail-bars, each g inches long, 104 mches high, and 3% inches
thick, as the crcumference of the colonnade was 116 feel.
If the opening for the flight of the steps leading to the plinth
of the pinnacle was 22 feel broad, there would have been 76
pillars 1 the colonnade, with 3¢ intercolumniations; or if
the staircase was 43 feet broad, there would have been 75
pillars and 74 spaces, filled by 222 rail-bars. Each pillar
had a full cncular medallion in the middle and a half medal-
lion at top and bottom. The pillars of the stalicase were
similar. The mclination of the sloping railing is so gentle
that it is quite possihle there were no actual steps, but a sim-
ple ramp formed by the flatlened top of the hemispherical
Stlipa.

Within this upper enclosure, as I found in 1851, there was
a square pedestal or plinth, surrounded by pillars of the same
.description, but much taller, some of wlich are still lying on
the Lop of the dome. In 1819, when Captain Fell visited
Shnchi, these pillars were all on the top, bul some of them
are now lying on the berm below, while one of the corner
pillars is lying on the ground inside the great colonnade which
surrounds the Stpa. It is certan that it can only have
belonged to a square enclosure from the fact that it has two
contiguous faces pierced with sockel holes for the reception
of rail-bars at right angles to cach other. These pillars are
6 feet g inches in height, with a face ol 15 inches in breadth.
The rail-bars are 16 inches high, 1 fool g inches long, and 6
inches thick in the middle. There would appear to have been
5 pillars on each side, which would give a sqhiare of 10 feet
g inches side. )

A piece of one of the sione umbrellas, or tees, which
once crowned the Stiipa, was found in 1831 lying ¢n the Llop
of the dome, and a second piece at the foot of the great
breach. This umbrella was g feel 6 inches in diameter and
2 feet in height. No portion of the staff or stick was found ;
but this could not have been less than g inches in diameter,
as the socket-hole is 8 inches across.

The new inscriptions found on this upper railing are
similar to those which are engraved on the greal colonnade,
They record simply the names of the donors, with occasion-
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ally the names of their native places. I read them as [ol-
lows i~

‘ON TuE COPING.

No. 1. —Dhamagirino-cha Dhamasenaso-cha dduvam
" Gait both of Dharmmagivg and of Bharmwma Seunw,”’

No. 2.~Puruvididisdgivi putina dd (ram)
{Not made out.)

ON THE THE PILLARS,

No. 3.—Koraghariya Sarisiviyae dinam
“ Gift of Sari-Sri of Koraghari.”
No, 4=Vitirinaprya mahi—w
~Raksiutasa dingm,
“Gift of Mahi-Rakshila ol Vitirinapi.”

No. s.—Vitirinapiya Bhiéps-Rallitasa danam.
“ Gift of Bhimi Rakshita of Vitirinapi,'’

No, 6.—~Gadiya Bhichhi—-
—n1ey@ Adnan,
 Gifl of the mendicant Nun Gada,"

No, 7.=~Dhauutarasa
Palasa ddnan ‘
Gt of Dharmmattara Pila,”

No, 8,—Nadinagara Kaboja
w=Sa blitchitune dinam
“Gift of the mendicant monk Kamboja of Nandi-
nagara.”

No. g=Nadinagara Sadateha
{Sat dinam.
“ Gift of Sadataka of Nandinagara.”

No. 1o.—Nadinagare Acka * *
bhickhuniya di (nam)
“Gift of the mendicant Nun Acha % + of
. Nandinagara.”

No. 11 —Nadinagara Rohanandangya dénam
“ Gilt of Roha-nandand of Nandinagara "

No, 12.=/si-nadaenasa dinam
punye vadhaniyasa
“Gilt of Rish-Nandana, for ihe increase of
merit.”
No 13.~Nadinagare dma * *
¥k ddnam
“Gift of Amba * ¥ of Naundinagma”
No, 1ymeNandinagara Utarae data

danam.
“Gall of Uttara-data of Nawdmagaia
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No. 15.—Nadinagaribaya * * %

(b%te) chhu ddnam, .
"' Gift of the mendicant monk * + of Nandina-

gara.”

On tHe Rain Bars.

No. 16 —Bala Gutasa dénam,
 Gift of Bala Gupta.”

No 17 —Nadmagara Hano dinam,

"“Guft of Hana of Nandinagara
No. 18.dpatanaya dinam,

* Gift of Apanakd."”
No. 1g.—Pandn * * ddnam,

" Gift of Panda % 4"

No. 20.~Nadinagara
Isi-piyatasa.
““{Gift) of Rishi-pujata of Nandinagara.”

On PILLAR oI STAIRCASE .

No. 21.~Rilaiiya Bhichuniya ddnamn,
' Gilt of the mendicant Nun Rilati.”

In these records the only point that seems worthy of
nolice is the great number of donors from the town of NVand:-
nagara. This place I believe Lo be the Nandigera of the
Bombay cave inscriptions' and the present town of Nander,
on the GodAvari. It must have been a place of considerable
consequence, as it possessed a currency known by its own
nane.

The only other points worth noting about the great Stfipa
arc the two long inscriptions of Chandra Gupia and Hari-
swAmini which are incised on the rail-bars. The date of the
first is thus recorded : Sam 93 Bhddrapada di, that is, " In
the year 93, on the 4th day of -Bhadrapada.” The date of
the other inscription [ read as “ Sewmwal 131 Aswayujya s
¥ A& ® Inthe year 131, in Aswayuja 5.” The last two
fetters are, however, uncertain. In the Chandra Gupta in-
scription | would correct Prinsep’s reading of the opening
words—

Kula dharmmasi maha vikiva siln.
Lo~ Kula——¥——ngga daboda Sri Mah Vihhre Sili.

In the Hariswamivi mscription also I would correcl Prinsep's

! See Bombay Asiatic Society’s Journal, Vi,53  Stevenson’s No VI, Inscup.
tion for Nasik (No, 16 of Mi. West), recording the gill of 8,000 Kdftnpanes of

Nandipora,
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reading of the opening words from Rudhaswachehhdsan (o
Updsikasan.'

At a shorl distance to the south-east of the Gicat Slipa
there is a small flat-roofed temple, wilh a portico of lour
bell-capital pillars, which I take to be as old as the rise of
the Gupta dynasty in the second centlury of Lh_c Christian era.
The temple is a small one, the chamber being only 8 feet
2 inches square, and the extreme dimensions outside vnly 20
feet by 123. Butitis, in my judgment, Lh_e oldest specimen
of a structural temple that I have seen, being an exact copy
of one of the rock-hewn temples, with its flal roof and simple
pillars.®

In a previous report [ have noted the {ollowing charac-
teristic features of these early structural temples, which 1
have ventured o name as the “ Gupta style,” because the
cave temples at Udaygiri and the strucluial temples al Lran
are known from their inscriptions Lo belong to the Gupla
period. The most striking characteristics of the Gupta style
are the following :—

1.—Flat roofs withoul spiies. )
z2.—Prolongation of the door lintel beyond the ends ol the
jambs

3.—Stalues of the iiver-goddesscs Ganges and Jumna guarding

the entiance door.

4—Continuation of the architrave of the poitico as a moulding

all round the bulding,

se—Pillars with massive squarc capilals ornamented with half

sealed lions back ko back, with a tree between them.
6.—DBosses on the capitals ol a peciliar foim, hke bechives with
short side hoins .

As all of these characteristics are found in the Sanchi
temple, it cannol be assigned to a later paiod than the Gupia
temples at Udaygiri and Eran. But as its bell-capitals ave
simple bells without any tuinovers below Lhe corners of (he
abacus, I would assign it Lo the veiy beginning of the Gupta
periad, or from about A. D. 150 to 200.

Thave a theory also about Lhesc bell-capitals, namely, (hat
their ages may be approximately deduced from the relative
proportions between thecir diameters and heights. In all (he
genuine Asoka examples [ find thal the height is consider-
ably less than the diameter, averaging as much as three-tenths
less, the proportion of the diameter to the height being as

io to 7. In the later examples of the Indo-Scythians and

1 Bengal Asialic Society’s Journal, VI, 455 and .(c8.
2 See Plate XV fot a plan of this l.t:zmrpli\::s i
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Guptas, Lhe height gradually increases until it considerably
exceeds the diameter, as in the Budha Gupta pillar at Eran,
The following measurements of ten bell-capitals show the
gradual increase in height compared with the diameter from
the time of Asoka to that of Budha Gupta :—

Prce, . | Gaput |, Propmson
| f .
[ns. | Ins
Bhilsa Capmtal at LohAng 4525 [30'50 | loie 7
25(;) Udaygui.| Lion capilal . . .]3000 |21 00| 10tog o lo 7
Besnagar | Crocedie captat " 2468 (1800 | roto7y
Afo? Sanchi . | Gateway Pillass of No 21125 | goo| 1oto 8 10 to B
» .| Small Pillar, Lion capital {11'00 | g'on | 10108 (8
, 248 | Udaygiri.| Pillar S. Bz cave . 700 | 575 |10 to 821 10 to 823
SAncin .| Old Temple . . S| s | g0 |10 to 820
270 . .| SwAmi Gosura Pl . | 1815 | 15700 | 10 to 8 26 J
g00 | Bhitari . | Skanda Gupta Pillar . | 31'50 | 37'00 | 10t0 11°74( 10 to I1'74
+a31 | Eian . | Budha Gupta Pillar . 13400 | 42700 | 1oto 12:35| 10 to r2'35

The number of examples 1s hardly sufficfent to warrant
any precise deductions, such as would enable us to fix the
date of any pillar from the proportion beiween the diameter
and height of the bell portion of its capital. But 1 think
that they show very clearly thal the height of the bell was
certainly increased, although very gradually, between the time
of Asoka and the rise of the Guptas; and that during the
Gupta rule the increase was very rapid until, in the Pathari
pillar, the height of the bell became just double that of the
Asoka examples. :

In appl an this theory to ascertain the date of the ald
temple al Sanchi, we have the fixed date of the Udayagiri
cave pilaster in the year 82 of the Gupta era, and the nearly
certain date of the Swhmi Gosura pillar during the reign of
Kumara Gupta.® With these two dates to guide us, T think

1 This date will be discussed presently m my notice of the pillar,
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that we are pretly sale in assigning the erection of the femple
to the reign of Chandra Gupta II.

The accompanying view will give 2 much clearer concep-
tion of this peculiar style of temple than any desciiption.*
On the top will be seen the spouts for dischaiging the rain-
water, which afford the most convincing prool that the 10of
of the temple was flal. Next to be noted 1s the architrave
of the portico, which is continued round the body of the
temple as a simple moulding. Then follow the pillais with
their square massive capitals just twice the breadth of the
shafts. The flat roof, the square form, and the stern simpli-
city of this structural temple, all poiat to the rock-hewn cave
as its prototype; and in the neighbouring lill Udayagiri we
have actual rock-hewn examples of this very style.  In early
times, where a cliff was at hand, a cave seems to have been
preferred ; but on the top of the Sanchi hill, as on the plain
at Eran, where a cave was an impossibilily, a structural Lem-
ple was a necessily. 1sought in vain for any writing, or even
a single letter, to give a clue to the dale of this old building ;
but the plain reeded bells without the turn-overs of the LEran
examples secm to furnish quite sufficienl evidence that this
is the oldest specimen of a structural temple that I have
seen.

To the norih-east of the Stdpa there still stands m its
original position the broken shaft of a small monolith, bear-
g a shoit insciiplion of one line of Gupta characiers.? On
seatching round about the pillar I discovered Lwo other
pieces of the shaft as well as the broken capital, all buried in
the carth. The standing portion of the pillar and the capilal
are both represested in the accompanying plate,” The whole
height of the shaft was 14 feet 5% inches with a base dia-
'meter of 164 inches and a top diameter of 13 inches. Above
this was the bell-shaped capital, 1813 inches in diameter and
15 inches in height, with a circular abacus 19} inches in dia-
meter ornamented with birds and flowers.  On the Lop sland
four hons back to back, above whom rises a Dharmma-
chakra, or “ Holy wheel,” 20 inches in diameter

The execution of the lions is similar to that of the lions
on the Toran-pillars of the Great Stdpa, and very inlerior,
both in design and in truth to nature, to the spiritéd animals
of the great Asoka monolith, Taking this inferiority as the

! See Plate XX

t See Bhilsa Topes-~Plate XX1, No, 199

? Bee Plate XXE  As the two N |
‘ . As pretwies form pait of one photograply, the
seiles are enactly the same, ! I R
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sure tesl ol a later age, it is clear that the pillar cannot
be assigned to an earlier date Lhan the gaieways of the
Stupa. This late date is confirmed by the characters of the
inscription, which belong to the early Gupta period, [ read it
as follows :—

Y Sunaka (7) Vidrd Swimi Gosura Sinhabali-putraruddha * *

The opening word is doubtful, but the rest of the record
is quite clear. It will be remembered that the same
name has already appeared in the Udaygiri cave inscription of
the Achdrye Gosura, Of course it is quite possible that the
Swdmz and the Acharya may have been two different persons;
but as Swami is the titie of a pandit or learned Brahman,
there is a very strong probability that Swdm: Goswra was
the same as the Acharya, or * Teacher,” Gosura. The only
real objection to their identification 1s the fact that the
Acharya would appear to have been a Jaina, while the builder
of a Vikdra and the dedicator of a Dharmma-chakra should
have been a Buddhist. We have, however, still much to
learn as to the relations between the Jains and the Buddhists,
both of whom would appear 1o have had many things in
common. We see thisina very marked manner in their com-
mon veneration for the same holy places, as at Damek, near
SArnAth Benares, where the Jaina temple almost touches the
Buddhist Stiipa; at Rijgir, m Magadha, where all the spots
once sacred to the Buddhists are now crowned by Jaina
temples; and at KosAmbi, where the site of the famous
sandalwood statue of Buddha is now occupied by a small
Jaina fave., We know that the emly Buddhusts were forbid-
den to appear naked, and that they stigmatized their Jaina
opponents as Nirgranthas, a term which 1s usually applied to
naked devolees. This, then, was one obvious distinction be-
tween a Buddhist and a Digambara Jain. But the actual
difference between a Buddhist and a Swefdmbara, or
““ white-clothed ” Jain, is not well ascertained. ‘It is certain
that the difference was not very great in the time of Hwen
Thsang, who notes that the Swelavdsas, a ‘ heietical sect” )}
who woie white clothes, had nearly the same rites and reli-
gious observanccs as the Buddhists. They did not, however,
shave Lhe entire head, but left one lock of hair. The statue

1 Julien's Hawen Thsang, I, 162, “Dans lens cbservances ¢t leurs eael-
cises 1eligieux, ils suvent presque entidqiementia tegle des Crimanas,  Seulement
ils canseivent un peu de cheveux swr lew tite, H * La statue de leur
maitie divin 1essemble, par une sorte, *d’usmpation’ & celle du Tathiigata, clle
n'en differe que par+e costume, ses signes de beautd sont absalument les mées,
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also which they worshipped resembled, as if it had been
borrowed, that of Buddha. There was no diffeience in the
dress, and all the marks of beanly (makdparushalaksha-
aanz) were absolutely the same.,” Here again the same spot
was occupied by both Jains and Buddhists. [t seems nearly
certain, in fact, that Buddha himself was originally a disciple
of the last Jaina teacher, Mahavira; and Mr Thomas has
shown good reason for believing that the early faith of Asoka
was Jainism, and not Buddhism. In the same way it is quile
possible that the Jaina, Acharya Gostira, may have become a
votary of Buddha in his latter days. I the identily of the
two be admitted, then the date of the pillar must be assigned
to the reign of I{umara Gupta, or about 270 A. D.

At a short distance to the north-north-cast of Swimi
Gostira's pillar, there is a medizval temple, buill chiclly of
old materials, three different kinds of ancient carved pillars
being used along with plain rough pilasiers  Some of the
carved pillars are of exactly the same peculiar style as those of
the greal pillared hall to the north of the Stipa. Others
seem to have been taken from a ruined temple near the
great hall, in which a figure of Buddha, 4} fect in height, is
still sitting with both hands in his lap m the atiitude of
meditation. I have given a specimen of one of these pillars
in the accompanying plate, with one of the pillars of the
old Gupta Temple on the left, and two spccimens of the cave
temple pillars of Udayagiri on the right-hand * In this SAnchi
example, it seems Lo me that we have the first depaiture from
the old bell capital of Asoka’s style. By substituting
mouldings for the rounded neck, and placing a band or or-
nament round the narrow pait just above the mouth, the Asoka
bell has at once assumed the form of the later SAnchi ex-
ample. The next step was the addition of folialed turn-evers
at the four corners of the abacus. A very early specimen of
this addition is seen in the pillar of the {alse caveat Udaya-
giri, where the {urn-oveis have no projection beyond ihe
angles of the square shaft. In the later examples at Eian
and Tigowa, they not only project beyond the shaft, but they
hang lower down the fluted core behind, In the still later
example, in the Amrita cave at Udayagin, four fabulous
winged animals take the place of the (urn-overs, with their
hind feet resting on the moulding helow. In other late ex-
amples at Fran the foliated turn-overs are still preserved, but

! See Plale XXI1,
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they have become larger and reach quite down to the lower
mouldings, which represent the mouth of the old bell.  Wath
this form the fluted core has assumed the shape of a
kumbha, or * water-vessel,” from which issue the stalks of
the foliated tuin-overs Thisis the well known form which
was in use during the whole of the medieal period of Hindu
architecture, or from 8oc to 1200 A, D. It is found in all
the temples of the Chandels of Khajurdho, the Kulachuns
of Chedi, the Tomaras of Delhi, and the Chauhidns of
Ajmer.
16.—UDAYAPURA.

The city of Udaypur, or Udayapura, 44 miles to the north
of Bhilsa, owes 1ts name, and probably 1(s foundation, to the
Praméra Raja Udayaditya, the son of the famous Bhoja of
Dhira. Alegend connects the Raja with the spot. One
day, when hunting, UdayAdita saw a snake in the jungle sur-
rounded by fire, from which 1t tried in vain to escape. The
Raja took pity on the reptile, and lifted it out of the circle of
fire on a bamboo. The snake was faint and asked for water,
but none was procurable on the spot; the reptile begged that
the Raja would allow it to put its head in his mouth to recover
itself. The Raja objected, lest the snake should slip into his
stomach ;" but the snake promised most faithfully that no
harm should follow. So the Raja lef the snake put its head
into his mouth, when it instantly slipped down into his
stomach.

The Raja was much alarmed, and determined to go to
I{4si to end his life. On reaching the site of the present
Udaypur, which was then only a small hamlet of a few houses,
his tent was piiched onthe gentle slope of the hill, and his
wife sat onthe bed fanning him. [t happened that a snake
which was living under a tree close by, guarding a treasure,
peeped out of his hole, when the snake in the Raja’s stomach
at once addressed him, “ Why do you lie over the treasure
in that way ? if any one was to pour oil into your hole you
would be killed.”” To. this speech the tree snake retorted,
“Why do you remain in the Raja’s stomach, when a dose of
pepper, salt, and butter-milk would kill you at once?”

This Iittle conversation was heard by the Queen while she
was fanning the sleeping Raja. When he awoke she pre-
valled on him to take a dose of the prescribed mixture,
when he instantly vomited up the snake in small pieces,
Then the Raja was angry with the Queen for not giving him
this medicine before ; but she told him that shc had only just

w



66 KLPORT OF TOUKS

then learned the secret, as well as another, which she would
soon show him. So she got some oil from Kominagar
(also called Biro} near Pathari, and poured it ito the hole
of the tree-snake, which died at once, and the Raja got pos-
session of the treasure, Then being pleased with the siua-
tion, he built the town and named it after himself Udayapura,
and on the very spot where he was cured he built the beauti-
ful temple of Udayeswara. .

This curious legend is well known all over Northern India,
but the name of the Raja changes with the locality Thus
at Lalitpur, between Jhansi and Sagar, the story is attributed
to Sumer Sing, one of the Chandel Rajas of Mahoba, He
was afflicted with the stomach diseasc jalondhar, o1 dropsy,
for which no medicine was of any avail, so he started on a
pilgrimage to the Himalaya for the purpose of laying himself
down to dieinthe snow, On the way he halted at the village
of Bayana, where his queen, named Lalitd, watched him while
he slepl.  She was much astonished to see a snake creep from
his mouth, and still more so to hear another snake address it,
" Why do you naot leave the Raja and allow him to be healed ?
If he were Lo eat some of the £hai ( conferva or green scum)
of the lake for three days you would be killed.”  On which
the other snake retaliated," And if he were to blow up your
hole, he would get the treasure over which you keep guard.”
All was done accordingly ; and the Raja enlarged the tank
which he called Sumer Sdpar after imself, and built the
town, which he called aiter his Quecen, ZaliZgpura, or Lalitpur.
Some traces of the buildings of the oiiginal Bayina arc still
to be seen on the bank of the Nala, near the musketry prac-
tice butts.

A third version of the legend is given as an illustralion
of the Sanskrit proverb " It was destroyed root and branch:""

“ In a certain couniry, while a young piince was asleep, a snalke,
slender as a piece of twine, unfoitunately entered his nostril, and
took his station in the stomach. Fed by the air wilhin the body, the
snake began to swell, and the stomach of the youth swelled with it.
The physicians, mistaking his complaini for a disease of the stomach,
applied the remedies appointed for this disease, bul not suspecting
the cruelty of the vile serpent to be the cause, the wvalid, deprived
of rest, beganto wasle away The royal youth, having lost all hope
of recovery, detetmined Lo go ona pilgiimage, and depatted into the
wilderness.  Oue day, overcome with faligue, and with this toament

m lus stomach, he {aid himself down to sleep under a Singsupa
tree,

b Sawnskrit Proveibs, by Nila Ratna Halda, No, 64, pape 56
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“ In the mean time, a fairy, in the form of a serpent, arrived at the
100t ot the tree with a large sum of money. Fancying the youth to
be in a profound sleep, il addressed the serpent concealed in hus stomach
n these woids, © O deceitful serpent, why do you thus destroy a
prince?  What action can be more vile! for the prospenty of the
kingdom depends on the piosperity of the king, and his destruction
involves the rum of his kingdom.! Having heard this, the serpent
who lay in the stomach said, * O thou wicked, sinful wretch, why dost
thou thus plant thysell at the foot of the tree, with all the royal
wealth thou hast stolen ? How many hundred monarchs might be
coriched with this wealth?’ In the heat of this dispute, the serpent at
the root of the tree said n a great rage, “If the piince whom thou
art destroying were to taste the juice of the leaves of Llus tree, and
thus to touch thy body with it, thow wouldst receive thy deserlV The
serpent within the body replied, ‘ Thou art then piaying for my de-
struction, but if the prince weie to drop the juice into thy retreat,
there would be an end to all thy arrogance.” The prince awaking in
the mornmg, tasted the juice of the leaf mentioned above, and found
his intestine disorder healed ; he also applied a drop of it to the ser-
pent at the rool of the tree, and destroyed st in an instant  Thus
restoied to health, he took the money brought by the fairy, and
returning to his own kingdom, ascended the throne; thus, thiough a
dispute between those who knew the root of the matter, the two ser-
pents were destioyed with the juice of the leaves and of the voot of
the Singsupa tiee.!

A fourth version of the story refers to the temples of Wone
in Nimdr :(—

" About 11,000 years ago,” says the fable, * Balahara, Raja of
the Carnatic, was greatly afflicted by a painful distention of the abdo-
men, arising from a snake engendered there. Having in vain trnied
every ploposed remedy, offeling vows to the gods and largesses to
the holy men, he at length deteimined on resigning the government
into the hands of his son, and on proceeding on a pilgnmage to Kisi
{Benares), that he might either end his days in that holy place, or
through its sanctity obtain a deliverance fiom his enemy, Having seen
Ius son in secure and quiet possession of the thione, he commenced
his journey, accompanied by his Queen, a large retinue, and a few
select troops. Nothing of note oceuryed during lus progiess till his
arrival at Wone, where he halted for the night at the small tank near
the noithern pagoda now standing, The Queen, kept awake "at might
by her anxiety for the Raja, saw arise from the hole near which they
slept, a laige snake, which, approaching His Majesty, addressed the
snake with which he was afflicted, and in the course of a long con-
versation, in which an angiy altercation arose, she heard, though indis-
tinct from the distance, the following ‘Is there,’ said the Wone snake,
“no one near the Raja who has the sense to rid him of such an inflic-
lion as you by giving him 1o drink a little fine chunam and water?’
* And is there,' retorted the other, ‘no one to hint to him that by
pouring hot oil in the hole you inhabit, and thus destroying you, he may
obtain possession of the enormous treaswe lodged there #
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* The following morning, on the na#drd bealng for the accus.
tomed march, the Queen, much perplexed by her doubts as Lo the
reality of what she overnight heaid :Lnd_\vltnessad, requestcd_the
Raja to delay one day his furtl}er progress, in the hopes that the night
might afford her an opportunity ol clearing her present pe1plex_113’(‘
At night, therefore, the Quecn _conceal.ed ]wrself near the I_{a]as
couch, that, should any conversation again arise, she might drstinctly
hear 1f, whilst, bemng lkept actively awake by her anxious watch, she
could nat be deceived by the supposition of its being bul a dream.
As the Queen had hoped, the snake as before made ils appearance,
and approaching the King a ncarly similar conversation tock place, on
which the former taunts were repeated and distinctly noticed by Her
Majesty, who thenceforth determined on a trial of the 1?"}‘3(13’ sug-
gested by the same snake  When, therefore, the nakdrd bleat the
ensuing morning, He1 Majesly again requested aunother day’s halt,
and, on the Raja expressing his surprise and impalience at such‘ a
delay, fecling as he did the near approach of his dissolution, which
might, he feared, take place beloie he could reach KAsi, the Queen
obtained her request by relating the events of the two last nights,
and begged he would make (rial of the remedy She then mixed
some fine chunam and water, and gave il to the Raja, who cxperienced
almost immediate relici, and by a repetitio: of the remedy got entirely
rid of his troublesome inmate, and perfectly regained his health and
strength,

“Recollecling then (he remaining part of the ronversalion be.
tween the snakes, he caused hot o1l to be poured in the hole, which he
reaiily discovered, and destroyed the snake, and on digging, lound
an immense treasure, with which, mereased by alaige sum as a giale-
lui acknowledgmenti to the gods fou his restoration, he built (hree
temples, and al each excavated a laige baols, Having seen the com-
pletion of these works, he returned Lo his own country "

The beautiful temple of Udayeswara is the great atirac-
tion of Udaypur. It isbuilt entirely of a hard fine-grained red
sandstone, which is quarried in the hill close by. The colour
is almost the same as that of a well-burnt bright 1cd bick.
The group of buildings consisted originally of the great cenlial
temple standing in the midst of a square court-yard, with a
small temple at each of the four corners, and 2 square bed,
or hall for reading the beds, in the middle of each side,

The north-wesl coiner temple and the western beds were
knocked down in the time of Mubammad Tughlak, and
a masjid was erccted in their place, as recorded in the two
nscriptions over the two small doorways to the right and loft
of the temple, which are dated respectively in 737 and 439
of the Hijia,  The gateway on the west is not in the midde,
and, as it 1s made of old ‘materials, I have no doubl that it
was built at the same time as the masjid,



IN BUNDELKHAND AND MALWA, 187475 & 1876-77 69

As the temple itself has been described by Mr. Beglar,
1 will confine my remarks to an account of the existing beds
and of the inscriptions which have been collected together
inside the temple. [ wish, however, to bring to prominent
notice the fact that the angles of the tower are traced on a
novel plan, forming a regular polygon, each angle being equi-
distant from the centre of the tower. Consequently, all the
salient slightly acute angles are, instead of the usual right-
angles, of the common square with indented corners.

The bedr, or hall for reading the beds, or wedas, is a low
square building with a projection in the middle of each face.
It 15 23 feet square inside, with a flat roof supported on four
massive pillars, each, 84 feet high and 1 foot 104 inches square,
with wide-spreading brackets. = The architrave beams
have a section of 2 feet square, with mouldings of 18 inches
above, thus making the total height from floor to ceiling just
10 feet. The two side balconies are open, and were no doubt
once used as doorways. The other two balconies are closed
with massive trellises, and each conlains a large flat slab,
raised about 3 feel above the ground, as seats for the readers
of the wedas. The side walls are closed with the same
massive trellises carved out of slabs 8 inches thick, so that the
building is therefore very well lighted inside. The ceiling is
formed in the usual manner, by overlapping stones, the corners
of the square being cut off by slabs meeting in the middle of
each side, so as to form a smaller square. This being repeated,
the original square of 13 feel side is reduced to a small
square of only half the size, which is covered by a single siab,.
ornamenled with a lotus flower. The whole building is
massive and substantial, and 1s sull in excellent preservation
after the lapse of eight centuries.

’ 17.—~PATHARI.

Pathari 1s an old walled town situated on the neck of a
low hill go miles to the north-north-east of Bhilsa and 13
miles to the south-easit of Eran. To the east, distant one
mile, rises Mount Gadori, about 500 feet high, and to the
south, at nearly the same distance, stands Mount Gyannath,
also goo feet high. To the east of the last, and to the south-
east of the town, is Mount Anhora, and still further to the
east is Mount Lap4-Sapd. These hills form a semi-circle,
open to the east, and closed on the west by the curved ridge

I Sce Anchaolagical Survey of India, Val, VI,
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which joins Mount Gadort to Mount Gyannath. On this
ridge stands Pathir,  This kind of position was a favourite
one amongst the old Hindus, as the space enclosed by the
hills is & very compact one, about one mile square, which
might have been made mnto a very strong f[ortress, as i
possesses seveial fine springs of water. Bul the site was
probably too extensive to be enclosed by the petty chicfs of
the country, who were content with the walied Lown of
Pathiri on the ridge belween the Gadoi and Gyinudth hills.

inside the town, on the top of the slope, there is a tall
monolith with a bell-shaped capital. The shalt is circular,
rising from a base 8 feet 3 inches high and 2 feet g inches
square. On the northern face there is a long inscriphion of
38 lines of small letters. It opens with an invecation to
Lakshmi-Nardyana, but the greater part of the tecord is so
much worn as Lo be quite Wllegible.  Many of the letters here
and there are in good order, and from thewr shapes 1 would
assign the monument to somewhere aboul A.D. 6oo.

Close by this pillar there is a small temple, with Vishnu
sitting on Garud over the doorway. But a Zugam bas been
placed inside, and the temple is now called Kotheswara
Mahddeva. 1t is surrounded by numerous picces of sculp-
ture and by many curious old Sati pillars, with figures on two
contiguous faces, and apparently these were orgmally placed
wm the re-entering angles of the temple, so that two faces
rested agamst the walls, leaving only the two sculptured
faces exposed.

About one mife due cast from ihis temple, at the foot of
the Gadori hill, there is another small temple which is also
dedicated to Kotkeswara MahiAdeva., lis dooway is to the
west, facing the temple in the town, It consists of a single
room 12 feet long by 8% feel broad, wih a smgll porfico
resting on two pillars in fronl.  Over the doorway there is a
figure of Siva dancing, and above him there s o Tow of seyen
figures, amongst which are Siva himsell with sword and
tndent, the skeleton goddess Kali with a scotpton ou her
stomach, and the elephant-headed Ganesa. Outside there
are several sculptures standing against the walls, amongst
which I aobserved a slab with a naked couple, male and
female, cach with two arms and a Naga canopy ol five hieads.
Inside the temple thete is a lingam,

The plan of tus small temple is very like thaf of the flal.
roofed sirnctural temples at Sauchi, Erar, and Tipown.  Buat
here we have a spire, although it is a low one, its height
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being just (wice the breadth of the bulding, This is, how-
ever in sirict accordance with the rale laid down by Variha
Mibira in the Byihat Sanhiia, according to which the height
of a temple should be exactly twice the breadth.

This temple is certainly an old one, not later than the 8th
or gth century  There are numerous pilgrims’ records on the
pillars, seven of which are dated in the 11th century of the
Samvat of VikramAiditya, of which the earliest belongs to
the 1oth century of the Christian era.

In a Baori well at Pathari there is a very curious Inscrip-
tion in rude Hindi, detailing its construction during the time
of some local chief named Raja Prithvi Sinha Deva, of whom
I have not been able to learn anything. The following is a
translation of this document, with its ingenious condition at
the end to prevent any one from laying claim to the garden = .

“GLORY ro GANESA.

" Account of the construction of the Bilari [Baori)~In the
Samvat year 1733 (= A D 1676), in the Saka of SalivAhan 1569, on
the 15th of the waxing moon of Agahan (Agrahiyana), en Monday,
a forlunale day, in the district of Pathiri, in the Parganah of Alamgir,
alias Bhelsa, in the reign of Pitishh Naoranzeb Alamgirju, and in
the time of the Raja Mahfrajddhirdja Pirthi R4j Dev-ju, and his
brother, Sri KumAr Singh Dev-ju, this ézkari was made by Sri Shu-
Bast-pil-ju, his son’s wile Manivd Dropali {Drupadi) Lakbpati and
his grandsons, Udai-bhdn, Tuld-Rim, Bhagwin-dis, Jiwan.Mal {(and)
Disund, of the tribe of Binia Pariwir, of the race (golra) of Kausil
of Ojidhyapuri (Ajudhya}.

““There is also a piece of ground attached called the Sr#njn garden,
where some trees are planled  Let no one lay claim to this. Should
any one do so, he must be sworn by a cow if a Hindu, by a pigif a
Musalmin, so that his mouth may be shut!" May this auspicious
work be fortunate.”

s 18—BARO, or BARNAGAR.

The ruins of Bdro, or Barnagar, are pleasantly situated on
the bank of a lake at the fool of the Gyinnath hili, about
3 miles to Lhe south of Pathdi. The different tem‘ples have
been described by Mr. Beglar, who has given a plan of the
Gadar-mar with several sketches of its pillars.® He has
also given an account of the legend regarding the building
of this temple; but as there are seveial versions of the legend,
I will repeat the story as it was told to me.

U The rude woids of the original are . yuh saggandh ha:, Hindu ko gav-k,

Musalmdn ko suwar-le"
? Aichwalogical Survey of India, VI, Go
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The Gadar-mar, or“ Shepherd’s Temple,” at Barnagar,
was built by a gedaviya, or ' shepherd”” Once when he
pastured his goats on the Gydnnath, he found the goats of
the holy sage GydnnAth straying withoul a keeper. He
accordingly tended them during the day, and in the evening
took them home to the sage’s cell. For this good seivice
the holy man gave him a handful of barley, which the in-
dignant shepherd scattered over a big stone outside the cell.

On telling the adventme to his wife, she abused him
for his simplicity, and lifting up his blanket, which he had
thrown over some cakes of cowdung fuel, she found that the
cakes had been turned inte gold, He then remembered that
in this blanket he had received the barley from the holy man,
so he started off at once to recover the barley which he had
thrown away. To -his astonishment he found the stone
changed into gold. So the shepherd became rich, and as a
mark of his gratitude to the sage he made a lake and built
a large temple on its bank; but as no water would remain
in the lake, he was advised by the Bralimans Lo saciifice the
lives of his son, his son’s wife, and his grandson. This
sacrifice was duly made, and the lake was at once filted with
water

This legend has no doubt been invented to account for
the presence in the temple of a recumbent colossal statue of
a female with a child lying by her side. These are said Lo
be the figures of the danghier-in-law and grandson, who weie
turned into stone after Lthe sacrifice. There was [ormerly,
also, a statue of the son inside the temple, but that has somi-
how disappeared. The great female statue which I saw in
its place in 1851 has since been tumed over and broken,
This is very much to be regretted, as the figures weic very
fine specimens of Indian art. But the broken picces might
no doubt be put together again, and, i so, Lhis group would
form a valuable addition to the Indian Museum in Calcutta.
The people are unanimous in saying that a siheb came there
some years ago and overturned Lhe statue to dig in search of
treasme; but the hole is in the middle of the temiple, while
the statue stood against the back wall. Perhaps some
attempt may have been made to move the statue ; but ou my
remarking to the people that there were dozens of simjlar
holes dug in the pavement of the courtyard, I was then told
that a siheb had made some excavations, and that since
that time the people themselves had been digging holes all
about in search of treasure, none of which Rad yet heen
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found." There is some doubt as to the persons represented
in this group. When I first saw the sculpture, m 1831, 1
took them for MayA Devi and the infant Buddha. [t is also
possible that they may be mtended for Devaki and the
infant Krishna, but seeing that the temple has certainly
been appropriated by the Jains, I am inclined to ideniify the
mother and child with Z7wseld and the infant Jahdvira.
The lions at the feet of the bedstead are quite in the Jaina
style.

d The Godarmar temple, as it now stands, is most probably
a Jain restoration of a ruinous Brahmanical shrine. All the
upper pari of the temple, from a height of 10 or 12 fect
above the ground, has been made up from the rums of former
temples. Pillars broken and unbroken, mouldings and bas-
reliefs, are frequently placed in positions for which they were
not intended . The horizonlal lines of the mouldings have
been so well kept that the medley of pieces of varwous styles
is not perceived at a distance. Buot on close examination
one sees stark naked Jain figures standing about half way up
the front of the temple with circulan medallions on each side
of different sizes, and in other places both Jain and Brah-
manical figures mixed. Even the amaleka fruit of the pin-
nacle has been made up from others of smaller size, as the
radiating pieces touch each other only at the outer edges.

The best part of the temple isits Toran gateway, which
is a fine specimen of ornate workmanship. It has one
straight architrave resting on two pillars, the capilals of which
are formed of cight figures, four women and four lions, stand-
ing on as many brackets, and all leaning forward. Only one
female figure is now left on the northern capital. The tre-
foil arch, under the beam, which I sawin 1851, has since
fallen down, and the pleces are now lymg on the ground
close by. 1 am afraid that the whole gateway will soon
fall, as the heavy architrave seems to be chiefly supported
by Lhe single female figure now resting on the northern
capital,

The Gadarmar temple is the centre of a group of seven
other small shrines, all of which are in ruins. One of these
small temples was apparently dedicated to Ganesa, and 1
found a figure of Ganesa ¢z séfu in a niche on the south face
of the great temple, There are sculptured slabs with the

1 See Praccedings, Astatic Soclety of "Bengal, 1878, p. 122, and Plate LT,
tram a photograph by Major Watcthouse, which gives a very good view of this
interesting piece of seulptue,
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Navagraha, or * nine planets,” and the Ashia-sakis, or “eight
female energies.” There are also some cuilous hunting
scenes of men and dogs, men and antelopes, and ol men
attacking a wild boar. ‘

To the west of the Gadaimar temple there is a group of
small Jain temples, fouming a square enclosure round an open
pillared hall. Al of these have been either buill or 1epared
with old materials. Outside the enclosure I found the follow-
ing inscription on a small square stone :—

1. tata prasiddham S»2 ¥ * * kka rijye Yadu-kula Mla klu*,

2. ktyattrayividycno tatkshettvat bhirvvi  bhivitam anghodeh
Sri

3. dighhigo dhanapatel kakubhi nirpa mirggah asya mucadrun¥

4. mimasya Sasdngka tapanasthiteh upaneyam navahaifaka

5. syam sam 933 Vaisikho Sudi 14.

The date of this inscription, Samvat 933, or A D: 876, is
carlier than the reign of Krishna Pramira, with whom the
authentic genealogy of the Pramira Rajas begins, The
mention of the Fadu-hula-tilaka, ov ‘“hew-appaent of the
Yadus,” also shows that the lord paramount of Kast MAlwa
at that time was not a Pramfia.  As the Temaras, who claim
descent from Yadu, certainly once reigned in Milwa, perhaps
the hero of this record was onc of the last Tomara Princes,
immediately preceding the cstablishment of the Pramiia
dynasty. Therecord is unfortunately imperfect at both ends,
so that I have failed altogether in making out more than a
few words bere and therwe. Perhaps the words spancyam
navahaite, near the end, may 1efer Lo the ' eslablishiment of
a new market.”

To the north of the lake there is a group of Vaishnava
termples of small size, excepting an open pillared hall dedi-
cated (o the Das Advatdra, or “ Ten Incarnations” of Vishnu.
A brief notice of each temple will be sullicient to establish
their connection with Vishnop .—

4 is a small shrine at the extreme right end of the line.
Over the centre of the doorway there is figure of a Vishnu
sitting on Gasuda.

Bis a similar shrine contaming  the Vardha AvatArain
the shape of a boar, 3 fcet long, 2 feel broad, and 4 fect high,
which is covered with rows of Rishis, nestling amongst the
animal's bris(les. .

Cis a similar shrine without figure.

. D s another small shrine witha figure of the four-aymed
Vishnu sitting on Garud.
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£ 1s withoul mark

£7 contains a figure of Vishnu on Gaiud.

Beyond these two temples, and lying in the ground, there
are a lortoise and a laige boar-headed figure of Vishnu.

¢ is without mark.

# 1s an open pillaied hall enclosed by blank walls piciced
with lattice windows and dedicated to the Das-Awnatara.
Inside are several of the Avatirs, as the tortoise, the boar,
the man-lion, the four-armed Parasu RAma with his axe,
RAma Chandra, and Kalki on his horse [ searched i vain
for some inscription. 1 found only a short record of a
pilgrim named do/e, who had paid lus devotions at the shrine
somewhere about the 11th or 12th century

On the western bank of the lake there are several Sati
pillars of an early date. One of these, which is 4 feet high
with a section of 14 by 6% inches, is sculptwed on all four
faces. On one of the broad faces 1s a group of Hara-gaun
seated, with musicians and danceis below.  On the opposite
face there 1s a bust of a male figure holding up both hands,
with three figures slanding below. In a third compartment
are Siva and PArvati seated, and in a fourth panel below are
represented a horseman and foolman fighting. Asa similar
[ight appears on one of the sides of the pillar, I have no
doubt thal the husband of the Sati met his death in battle.
I take this monumentto be as old as the gth or 10th century,
as after that time nearly all the Sati pillars that [ have seen
ale simple slates sculptuied on onc face only.

On the north bank of the lake there is a curious open
pillared building called So/a-£hambhi, or ' the sixteen pillars,”
from its four rows of four columns each, which suppoit the
flat roof The building is 25 feet square, and stands on a
moulded plinth, about 5 {cel in height.  The pillars are one
foot 3 inches square, and 4 feel 3 inches high, including their
hases and bracket capitals, Each face has a full lotus flower
medallion at the top, and a half medallion below, separaled
by an octagonal band of 1f inch. The roof is flat, each of
the nine spaces being covered by a single slab upwards of
g feel square, The joints are protected from leakage by
long covering-slabs, as in all the flat-roofed temples of the
Gupta period. The building is certainly an old one; and,
judging by the style of the pillais and the flat roof, I should
assign it to the 7th or 8th century. Itisarelic of early
days, when Baro could hoast of a 1uler of its own, who used
to sit in his summer-house to cnjoy the evening breeze.
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Originally Pathari was included 10 Barnagar, which, accord.
ing to iradition, was a large and wealthy city, contamng ta
na less than three hundred braziers (famera). According to
the legend of the place, an oil-dealer once went into a part of
the district now called Pdras Zolya, with his buffaloes. His
male buffalo wore an iron chain, and when the animal came
out of the water, where it had been wallowing during the heat
of the day, its chain was found to have been turned mto pure
gold. The oil-dealer at once made a search for the pards,
or ‘ Philosopher's stone” which changes evecything it
touches into gold, and was lucky enough to find il.  Aller
that he became a very wealthy merchant, and {ook Lhe name
of Bhninsa Sdh. )

Baro continued to flourish down to the time of Aurangzeb,
when the great Bundela Chief, Chafra-Sdl, incited by the
report of its wealth, made a raid upon the city. After col-
lecting his plunder, he retired, slowly [ollowed by the people,
who harassed his retreat.  On reachmg the bank of the BinA
river, his retreat was checked by the stream, which was then
in full flood. Here he halted and addressed the river goddess,

“ Bind, tum pathin ho, sab nidi sardir.
Shwan men dwan bhayo, hamé laghdo piy

“ (0 Bind thou art wise, the queen of rivers.
Having come 10 the floods, help me o pass over.”

This address i1s said to have been successiul, and the
waters of the Bind subsided, and the 1mder carried off his
plunder 1n safety.

Barnagar 1s said to have been a great place ior merchants
in formler days, but both it and Iiran have been slowly
decaying ever since the Brilish head-quarters of the district
were established at Khwaai,

19.—ERAN, orR ERAKAINA.

The ancient town of Fran is situated on the lefl or south
bank of the river Bina, 16 miles above its junction with the
Betwa, about 50 miles to the north-cast of Bhilsa, and 45
miles W.-N .W. from Shgar. It is surrounded on three sides
by the river, which in clden times scems to have been a very
fayourite position for Hindu towns  Within the separate walls
itis nearly half a milein length by rather less than a quarter
of a mile inbreadth; the length of the land font being exactly
2,000 feet. But in its most flourishing days the suburbs of the
town extended aver all the high ground on the south face,
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which would have more than doubled the size of the walled
city.’

yThe old name of the place was Erakarna, as written in the
Toramana mscription on the great Boar; but on my two
coins of different types it takes the form of Erabanya® At
the present day it is frequently both wntten and pronounced
Yeran, as well as Kran.  In Wilson’s Dictionary I sce that
erakd s ' a sort of grassof emollient and diluent properties.”
It is possible. thercfore, that the town may have been named
from the prevalence of this particular grass en the site.

The temples and other remains at Eran are of consider-
able antiquity, as they date from the times of Samudra
Gupta and Budha Gupta, whose incriptions were set up there.
But the coins which are {ound on the site show that the cit
must have existed for several centuries before the time of the
Guptas. As these are of some interest, I will give an ac-
count of some of the more remarkable specimens before pro-
ceeding to describe the architectural remains.

The ancient comns of Eran are all square in form, and pre-
sent us with specimens of all the different kinds of Indian
money thal have yet become known to us,—{1) the punch-
marked coins, (2) the cast coins, (3) the die-stiuck coins,
and (4) the inscribed coins  Two of the last class are of
special Interest, as they give the name of the city,

PUNCI-MARKED COINS,

No. 1, a broken die, i1s the most curious specimen con-
nected with the punch-marked coins. This class was so
named by James Prinsep, because each device had been
struck by a single punch or stamp, the several separate
stamps having been struck at different times, so that the
later devices frequently obliterated lamge portions of the
older stamps. It is obvious at a glance that this was the
case with Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,9, and 10, as some of the
types are much more deeply struck than others, while the
cdges of the coins are tuined shghtly upwards.  The last is
the result of being stamped with several small punches at
different times, whereas the die-struck coins, which were
stamped with large dies of the full size of the coin, are in-
variably flat.

The broken die is made of bronze about half an inch
thick, with a bevelled edge all round the top, and a hollow

b See Plite XXITT for 4 map of Fran
' Bengal Asatic Soctely's Jownal, vel, XXX, pp. 20, 22.
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at the back to keep in position the iron punch which was to
receive the blow of the hammmer.  This hollow is very rough,
and shows clear signs of having been often used. Bul the
most curious mformation derived from this broken die is the
fact that i was made to strike ata single blow the scveral
types of one of the punch-marked coms.’
in No 2 T have given a skeleh of a sealing-wax impres-
sion made from the die, and in No. 3 the representation of
one of the silver punch-marked coins found at Eran. The
animal which foims the principal type is the same on botl,
and the same sun is common (o each of them. The question
naturally arises, ** Was this die made for the purpose of stamp-
ing picces of copper to be aftqrwards pla%cd in imitation of
the tiue punch-maiked silver coins 7" This scems probahle
enough, as the number of forged punch-marked coins is very
greal. At the same time, 1t seems to me even more probable
that this may be one of the very carliest dies which mme-
diately preceded the use of a single type dic. But whether
it is one or the other, it is certam that the die is as old as the
times when punch-marked coing were m use in Central India.
The old monctary system of the Hindus was perhaps the
sinplest in the world.  One cowree-shell, the smallest unit,
was equal in value to the weight in copper of one ret/ sced ;
and a “ handlul” of 7e#/ sceds was the equivalent of the pandg
of copper. The pana prece thus derived its name from pins,
“the hand,” and the number of cowrec-shells that can be
taken up by one hand is, as I have frequently tested, about
80, as fixed by the Hindus. Therefore the noimal waetghi of
the pagd, laking the reZs seed at from 17510 18 g@ains, wus
from 140to 144 grains  Aflerwaids, when coins were “stamp-
ed,” the papd was called the copper Zangha, or stamped picee,
a name which still survives in the modern fadtd, or double
aisa. All the old Hindu copper coins were divisions and
multiples of the papd according to the following scale i—

Seale of Hindu copper moncy.

fopana =1 Kikini= 8410 ggains = 3 cowrees
Voo =1, =a7dte 18, = 10 iy

i . =1 ., = 35l0 30 , =20 »

_% wo =2, = 70te j2 . = 4o "

t . =3 , =105t0108 ,, = bo "
1, =4 4, = 14otoldy ,, = Bo "
I']l' 1 = 5 1 = 175 to r8o I3

3, =6 , = :zloto216 ,

2 " = & " = 350 to 360 "

b See plate XXV, hg 1,
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No. 4 is one of the largest old copper coins yet found in
India.’ Its present weight is 193'5 grains, but as a piece has
been broken off the uppernght corner, its full weight could
nol have been less than 210 grains. This is the exact weight
of one pand and a half, or 120 retis at 1'75 grains each, The
earliest impression would appear to have been the tree in the
middle, which has been partially obliterated by the later
stamp of Lhe “wver with fishes.”” To the left 1s 2 horse, to
the right an elephant with up-raised trunk, and at the top the
cross and balls, which are found on all the old coins of Ujain

No. 3. Weight 112 grains.

Na. 6. ” 93 »

These two coins are specimens of the three-quarter pend
piece, which weighs from 1og to 108 grains, and was equal in
value to 60 cowrees,

No. 7. Weight 75 grains.

No. 8. » 57 7 .

These two are most probably specimens of the half pand
of from 70 to 72 grains.

No. g. Weight 13§ grains

No. 10. 1) '2l' ”"

The first of these coins must be a half {dkins, equal to
10 cowrees in value, and the second a quarter Kdkinz, equal
to 5 cowrees. Specimens of these smaller coins are very
nurmerous. :

The punch marks on all the larger coins are limited to a
few types, such as the Bodhi tree surrounded by a railing,
an elephant with raised trunk; the Dharma-chakra, or holy
wheel of the Buddhists; the Ujjain cross and balls ; and the
river of fish. On the small coins the marks are conlined to
the sun, and a few simple symbols.

The whole of these punch-marked coins are without stamp
of any kind on the reverse.

DieE-sTRUCK COINS,

No. 11 Weight 8o grains, a half papd. Thewhole of the
marks on Lhis piece appear to me to have been struck by a
single die, on which they were engraved after the fashion of
the broken die 1epresented m No. 1. The edge of the com-
plete die is distinctly seen on the right hand. The reverse
15 plain.

' There are many coins of Lhe same weight, as, for mstance, the elephant and
lon cems of Tawila; but I have seen only one larger prece, afrumtn’c cast coin
of “Taxita ; which weighs 206 grains and was no doubt mntended for a double pand,
some of 1ts weight having heen lost in the casbing,
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No. 12. Weight 64 grains, a half gapd. On this piece
the bull and other types have been undoubtedly struck by a
single die, the right and left edges of the die being quite
distinct. The reverse 1s withoul stamp.

No. 13. Weight 108 grains, a thick coin, in value three-
quarters of a pand. The type struck by a single die repie-
sents a seated female being anointed by two small elephants
standing on lotus flowers. The reveise has the cross and
balls of Ujjain

No. 14. Weight 93 grains, a half gapd. The right and
lower sides of the die are distinctly marked. In the middle
is a man standing with his right hand raised to a level with
his breast, after the manner of Buddha teaching. On the
reverse 1s the holy wheel of the Buddhists,

INSCRIBED COINS.

No. 15. A large square coin, weighing 171 grains, in value
one pand and a quarter, Or 100 COWIECS. On the face, n
large Asoka characteis of the carliest type, is the name of
Dhidma Pdlasa, reading in reveise order from right Lo left.
There are some faini lines like letters {ollowing the s, which
seem to me to read Jg/ino, thus refering the coin to ARwya
Dharma Pdla. The reverse side of the coin is quite plan,
Whether the inverted order of the letters be due to 4 mis.
take of the engraver or to the ordmary arrangement ol morc
ancient Umes, it 1s certain thal this is one of the oldest
inscribed coins that has yet been found. The letiers are all
clearly and symmetrically formed in the precise shapes of those
of the pillal edicts of Asoka.

No. 16. Present weight 24 grains, but the unbroken coin
must have weighed notless than 30 grains, and was therclore a
kdkine or quarter pand piece. On the obverse there are three
concentric semi-circles, the outer two bemg divided into com-
partments. Above Lhese is a erescent, and on each side a
tall cross.  Over all 1s the name of the cily in early charac-
ters of the Asoka period. I read the name as Eratanye; bu
the last letter is uncertain.  On the reverse there is 4 boclhi
tree with railing, and the Ujjain cross and balls, with a snake
or undulating line above.

The concentric semi-circles divided into compartments
puzzled me at first. [ have since found out what appears to
me to be a very plausible explanation of the device, It ma
be intended for a 1epresenlation of the city of Eran itscl?(
My allention was drawn Lo this mode of representing a vil)lr



IN BUNDELKHAND AND MALWA, 1874-75 & 1876-77. 81

by the two curious Zafoo marks, Nos. 18 and 1g of the plate,
which are used at the present day as the representations of
the “ City of Jhansi” and the  Gate of Delhi.” The rescm-
blance of these tattoo marks to the concentric circular device
of the coin is certainly very striking; and a reference to the
map of the old city will show that a semi-circle is a very
good representation of its ground plan, enclosed in a bend of
the River Bina,

No. 17. Small square coin weighing 23 grains, most pro-
bably a half £dkins in value, Obverse—a bull to nght, with
the holy wheel of the Buddhists below, and the name of the
city inscribed above as Eratanya. Reverse—the cross with
four balls of the Ujjain coins.

The principal antiquities at Eran are situated in a group
on the south bank of the Bina river, just half a mile to the
west of the town. Like other temples of the Gupta penod,
their alignment is not due north and south, but 14 to the
west of north. They are placed in a single line from north to
south, and all of them face towards the east at an angle of
n6°, or 14° to the north of east. In my account of the
Gupta Temple at Tigowa, [ have suggested that this marked
variation from the cairdinal points, which averages between
13 and 14°, may possibly be intended for the measure of one
naksbatra, or one twenty-seventh part of the whole circle,
equal 1o 13° 20",

The most remarkable monument is the great monolith,
which was set up in the reign of Budha Gupta by the brothers
Matri Vishnu and Dhanya Vishnu, 1t is placed on a pedes-
tal, 13 feet square, and exactly 75 feet to the east of the
general line of the temples. The lower part of the shalt for
a height of 2o feet is 2 feet 10} inches square, above which
it becomes octagonal for a further height of 8 feet to the
bottom of the capital. The lower portion of the capital is
formed of a reeded bell, 3 feet 6inches in height and g feet
in diameter, above which is an abacus of 1 foot 6 inches,
surmounted by a square block of 3 feet in height. The lower
half of this is plain, but the upper half presents two lions on
each face sitting back to back, after the fashion of most of
the Gupta capitals of Central India.

The total height up to this point 1s 38 feet. On the top
stands a two-aimed male figure about 5 feet high, with a
radialed halo round the head. The figure i1s a double one,
that is, il has two faces and no back. One of the faces looks
towards the temples on the west, the other towards the town
on the east. The total height of the pillar 1s 43 feel.



8z REPORT OL TFOURS

A [ew fect above the plinth, and facing the temples, there
is 4an inscription of nine lines, of which some small pOlLi(Jl]
on each side has been worn away, as Professor Hall has ob.
served, by the whetting of bucolic tools. The correcled text
with an improved translation has been published by Professor
Hall, whose emendation of the date from the 15th day ol
Ashadhd, as read by James Prinsep, Lo the 12th, scems to be
perfectly accurate. The year is recorded in figures as well
as in words; and as the week day is also given, it offcrs a
ready means of testing the correctness of any proposcd
starting point of the Gupla era.

The following is Professor Hall's translation ol this imn-
portant inscription :—

“ Triumphant is the four-armed divinity, —omnipresent,~—of whom
the broad waters of the four seas are the couch ; cause of the continu-
ance, origin, destruction, and the like, ol the univeise, whose ensign
is Garuda,

“"In the year one hundred and sixty-five, on the twellth day of the
lighl fortnight, the month Ashidhl, on the day of the precepton
of the Gods, Sam (vat) 165, and when Budha Gupta,—iuling with
the genins of regents of the guariess over the inlerval, chosen land of
the Gods, between the Kélindi and the Narmada, possessing throngh-
out the world the lustre of the mighty Rudra, a moon of excellent
rays,—was king : on that lunar day specified, with Lhe yeal, mouth, and
week,—day aforesaid by the greal-grandson of Indravishpy, a Duih-
man saint of the illustrious MaitrAyaniya monarchs who took delight,
in his duties, celebiated solemn sacrifices, and was well read in the
scriptures , grandson of Varuna Vishnu, who imitated the excellencies
of his father, son of Harivishuu, who was the countcipmi of his
sire and derived prosprenty o Nis race,—the preat kg, MAeTvisino,
a most devout worshipper of Bhagaval, who by the will of the Or.
dainer acquired, like as a maiden somelimes elecls hor hughand, the
5p1_endour of royalty ; of fame 1ecognized as far as the four oceans ; ot
unimperfect wealth, viclorious in many a batlle over his enemies :
and also by his younger brother, Dhanya Vishnu, whe docs him ehei-
sance, and is 1evered because of hLis favounr , with puipose to advance
the merit of their mother and father, this memorial monument 1o Lhe
divine Janfrdana, slayer of the demons, was erected.

“ May happiness attend the ke, the Brihmans, the Magnatos,
and all the subjects. The end ”

Amongst the temples the most remarkable is (hai dedi-
cated to the Varaha Avltara, or Boar Incarnalion of Vishnu,
marked A in the plan. This was erec(ed by Dhanya Vishnu,

: Bengal Asiatic Society’s Journal, XXX, 1q.
* Here 1 have substituted the figuied dale “Sarm 165,” lor the words © hosen
band of the Gods,” which are Lhe {ranslation of the figaied dale, 1ead as Senrsirn.-

blue.  Prolessor Hall himsell was Uhe first to sus s al sy ¢
lormed o figarnd (e 7 4 Deel that these wnusual symbols
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the younger of the two brothers, who had only a short lime
before erected the pillar which has just been described. The
enshrined statue of the Boar is colossal, being 13 feet 10
inches long by 5 feet 14 inch broad, and 11 feet 2 inches in
heighl. The inscription across the chest of the Boar will be
noticed presently. The whole of the upper part of the temple
has fallen down; but the lower walls are still standing, and
the two pillars of the porlico are lying in fiont, close to their
original positions. From these data il 1s easy Lo re-construct
the temple as a single room or sanctuary, 31 feet long by
15 feet G inches broad inside, with a porlico m fiont g feel
broad, the two pillars of which are now lying on the ground.
As the walls are 23 feel thick, the outside dimensions must
have been 423 feel in length by 20% feet in breadth. There
is no trace of any roof; but the existing walls, as well asthe
possession of a portico, seem (o me to pomt conclusively to a
rooled sanctuary, and not to an open shrine. The two pillars
are remarkably finc specimens of Hindu decorative arl. Each
pillar is 10 feet in height, including the base of 1 foot 6 inches,
but excluding the capital, of which no trace could be found.
The base is 2z feet 4 inches square and the shaft 1 foot 73
inches. The middle of the shaft is divided into sixteen faces;
but the top and bottom are square with the usual flower-vases
and corner turn-overs. The ornamentation is, pcrhaps, too
elaborate ; but several parts of it are very rich and beautiful !

At a distance of 333 feet to the front, there 1s a [lat stone,
marked M in the map, 6 feet x 33 feet, let into the ground,
which bears a shorl but unreadable insciiption in lellers one
{ool high. Fifteen feet further to the east there is a single
lofty pillar still standing in position, which, with its fellow, once
carried the beams of a Toran, or ornamental gateway. “The
pillar is 17 feet 2 inches in height Lo the bottom of the capital,
of which a broad flat member for the reception of figures still
remains in position. This pillar is marked G in the plan, and
is well shown in the left hand of the accompanying view.?
The base, which is 2 feet 10 inches in height, is an octagon
of 4 feet diameter with 4 long sides and 4 short sides. The
mouldings are bold and effective, but are quite pEam.. The
lower part of the shaft is octagonal for 6} feet, then sixteen
gided for g {eet 2 inches. Ahove this is a projecting hand of
ornament with & plain circular drum of 2 feet 8 inches. 1
searched in vain for portions of the Toran beams, which were

1 Sep Plate XX VI, wheie 1 have atempted to give a sketch of Lhis pallar,
4 See Plates XXV and XXVI.
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probably removed long ago for building purposes. 1 found,
however, a broken statue, which I believe must have formed
part of the capital of one of the pillars. 1L represenis a
femmale standing on one leg and leaning outwards, with her
armn passed round atree forsupport.  The statue hasno back,
but presents two front views of the same female. There is a
tenon at the top for insertion into the soffit or lower face of
the upper Toran beam. In the accompanying plate’ I have
given sketches of the two fronts of this figure, with the base
and some portion of the shaft of the Teran pillar. In front
of each of these Toran pillars there is an oblong pedestal for
the reception of a lion. 1 dug up a piece of one lion close to
the southern pedestal, and the second lion, much broken, was
found lying between the Budha Gupta pillar and the temples.
In the accompanying view of the ruins it will be seen standing
upright to the right of the pillar, and in front of the Narsinh
Temple.?

Across the chest of the Boar therc is an inscription of
eight lines, which records ils erection in the first year of the
reign of the great King Toramana. The text of the valuable
record has been revised by Professor Hall, whose {ranslation
I will now add in full, asit is too important to be abbre.
viated :(—3

“Triumphant is the God who, in the likencss of a Boar, lilled uy:
the earth , who, by blows af hishard snout, Lossed the mountains alolt ;
the upholding pillar of that vast mansion, the threefold woild,

" In the first year that the auspicious Toramipa, sovereign ol great
kings, of extended fame and wide-spread elfulgence, is goveining the
earth, on the tenlh duy of Philguna; cven so, in the year and monlh
and on the day of his reign belore mentioned, during the fivst waleh
of the said lunar day as circumstantiated of (he greal pramdson ol
Indra Vishnm, —a BrAhman saint, of the illustrious Maitrdyaniya mon-
archs, who took delight in his duties, cclebrated solemn saciifices,
and well read in the sciiptures; grandson of Varunn Vishnu, whao
imitated the excellencies of his father; son of Hai Vishiu, who wag
the counterpart of his sire, and derived prospelity to his 1ace, that
is Lo say, ol the great king Matuvishnu, who was departed to elystum
a mosl devout worshipper of Bhagaval, who, by the will of the Or.
dainer, acquired, like as a maiden sometimes elects het husband, the
splendour of royaity ; of fame recognized as [ar as the four accans , of
unimperfeel wealth ; viclonious in many a battle over his encmics, —
the youngel biother, Dhanyavishnu, who did Lim due oheisanee, and
was revered because ot his favour; whose righleous deeds have been

! See Plate XXVIIE,
* 5ee Plate XX VI, from a photograph by Majo Walet house,
* Bengal Asiatic Souiety’s Journal, XXX, p. 2.
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notably unintermitted ;—with purposc to advance the merit of his
mother and father, in his dommions, in Lhis town of Erakaina, has
caused this substantial temple of the adoiable Nirdyana, in form a
boar, affectionately atiached to the world, to be constiucted.

May happiness attend the kine, the Brihmans, the magnates, and
all the subjects. The end.”

Close by the Boar temple there are two raised Lerraces,
one marked H to the south, which is 13 feet square, and the
other marked F to the north-east, which is 13 feet long by
gt broad. Tach of these would appear to be the remains of
a temple, which is now utterly gone.

Immediately to the north of the great Boar there 1s a
second temple, marked B in the plan and view, which still
contains a colossal figure of Vishnu, 13 feet 2 inches in
height. The temple is oblong, with a small poitico in front,
its outside dimensions being 32} feet by 13% feet; and its
interior 18 feet by 6 feet. The portico was supported on two
richly~-decorated pillars, 13 feet in height, including the bracket
capitals. These are siill standing, as well as their pilasters
behind ; but the whole of the walls have fallen down, leaving
the stalue exposed, as will be seen in the accompanying
view." This is the more unfortlunate, as the doorway of the
temple was lavishly decorated, and its large stones are now
half inaccessible under the ponderous masses of the fallen
flat roof. In the middle of the lintel there 1s a figure of
Vishnu on Garud, which declares the dedication of the temple
to that god. A horizontal beam, apparently part of the
entrance liieze, is divided by trees into several panels present-
ing various curious scenes. One of these 1s the burning of
a corpse which is laid out on a pile of faggots. A second
represents three women, two men, and a child, standing up to
their hips in water, The jambs of the door have three dis-
tinct lines of mouldings rising above the two groups of the
Ganges and Jumna, which are here placed at the botiom.
The inner line begins with a Niga whose snaky tail covers
the whole height with its intricate convolutions. The middle
line consists of flowers only, and the outer line of leaves set
obliquely.

The roof of the Vishnu temple was flat, of the same style
as that of the Tigowa temple described in a previous volume,
and that of the Sinchi temple in the present volume. 1t was,
however, much more massive, rising 4 feet 3 inches above
the capitals of the portico pillars. It had also another line

! See Platey, XXV and XXVL
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of moulding m the frieze, midway betwcen the architraves
of the pillars and the 100fing slabs.  This middle course was
further ornamented with a lime of bosses placed close Lloge-
ther ; but many of them had never been finished, and seveal
of them are still in the rough state of square blocks. A large
pilaster capital which I dug up outside the wall had an aba-
cus 3 fect 3% inches broad surmounted by two lions sealed
back to baclk with a tree (unfinished) between them,”  That
this capital belonged to the temple, [ am nol able Lo say
pusitively, but it was found immediately under the walls, and
its dimensions are exactly double the diameter of the pillars
of the portico, which is the very proportion observed n the
Tigowa and Sanchi examples, as well as in the Nuarsinb
temple at Eran itself. But the portico pillars are now crown-
ed by bracket capitals of a laler date, and the pillars them-
selves appear Lo me to be also of later date than the ealy
Gupta peried.  During my excavalions a fragment of a true
Gupta pillar was found near the pilasier capital. T conclude,
therefore, that the original portico of the temple was de-
signed in the carly Gupta style, and, that having been lell
unfimshed, it was subscquently completed in a later style
with bracket capitals. In lavour of tlis suggestion, T may
mention that the extreme breadth of the present bracket eapi-
tals ts exactly the same as Lhat of the caily Gupla capitals,
and that the former might readily have been altered to the
more modern form. In fact, the only alleration in the plan of
the d/ock of thesc two capitals is that the carly one is a per-
fect square, while the later one is formed by dividing the old
square inlo sixteen small squarcs, and cutting oul the four
corner divisions.

I have supposed above that the Gupla porlico, as well as
the body of the building, was left unfinished; but it is not -
probable that it may have fallen down, and have been after-
wards re-buiit as we now sec it The change in (e posilion
of the figures of the Jumna and Ganges, from the top to the
bottom of the door jambs, certainly denotes a laler period
and T feel satisfied that this Vishnu temiple, as we now see
i, i1s more madern by at least two or three centuries than the
Boai temple alieady descubed, and the Naisinh temple which
will be described shortly

The enshrined statue has four arms, with one of the left
hands resting on the hip. [ searched i vaw [0 sowe in-
sciiplion that would give a clue to the date of the temple,

1 5ce Plate XXIX,
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but T found only the name of a pilgiim in characters of the
sth or 6th century. [ read the name as fshin-hara-graki.

A few feet to the north of the Vishnu temple there is
a small double temple with two separate doorways leading Lo
two distinct shrines, which I have marked C and D in the
plan of the ruins. As the division wall between the two
shrimes 1s exactly on the line of the Budha Gupta pillar, 1
infer that this double temple was built at the same time, and
that 1t formed part of a group of buildings dedicated to
Vishnu. Just 22 feet in front of the temples, and exactly on
the line leading towards the pillar, there is a long flat stone
let into the ground, which recals the similar stone i front of
the Toran of the Varlha temple. It s possible, therefore,
that there may once have been a Toran attached to ths little
double temple, although no traces of one are now to be seen,

The two cells of Lhis temple are each 18 feet long by 7
feet wide. The pedestals of the enshrined statues still remain
/e stte; but nearly all the stones of the walls have been re-
. moved. T found a small figure of Lakshmi with four arms in
C, and a small figure of the Viman Avatdr, or Dwarf Incar-
nation of Vishnu, in front of D. It seems nearly certain,
therefore, that both shrines were originally occupied by sta-
tues of Vishnu under different forms.

Inside the town, in the house of a Brihman near the
Ganes Mandar, there is a figure of Vishnuwith a boar’s head,
6 feel in height and 2 feet % inches broad. This statue was
brought from the ruins near the pillar of Budha Gupta with.
in the memory of the Brahman who now possesses it. He
slates that he was about five years old when it was removed,
and that he is now 60 (in 1876). I think it probable that it
once occupied one of the two temples marked C and D in
the plan. In the latter there still remains 7z sz#% the pedes.
tal of a large statue, with a socket foi the reception of the
statue. [ beheve, therefore, that this was most probably the
shrine of the boar-headed statue.

The statue is of the ordinary type. It has the square
nose and straight mouth of the great boar. He is lifting
prithvi (the earih) from the ocean by the lefl arm, His left
leg is raised, and his left hand rests on the knee, while the
right is placed on his hip, On the [lat surfac_e b.eneath the
lelt foot, there is the following short inscription in two lines
o[ Gupla characters:—

‘ Sri Maheswara-dattasya.
Vargha-datfasyn,
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from which [ conclude that the statue was the joint gift of
Maheswara-datta and Vardha-datta. If, as I suppose, it was
originally enshrined in the temple marked D in the plan, I
think that it must be referred 10 the reign of Budha Gupta
as the pair of temples C and D are, as 1 have already point-
ed out, clearly connected with the Budha Guptla pillar  Six
feet to the north of the double temple there is another Gupta
temple dedicated to Vishnu in the form of the Narasinha
Avatdra, or Lion-headed Incarnation. Somc portion of the
front of this temple is still standing, and by excavation and
clearing I was able to recover several of the missing parts,
including the pillars of the portica. The enshrined figure
of Narasinha is broken off above the ankles, the feet still re-
maining 2z $ifu on the pedestal, and the body with the lion's
head lying outside the back wall, just as it was knocked down
by the falling roof. Therc is no inscription, but on the under
side of the ceiling-slab I found the name of Aindrami Chan-
dre, engraved in well-formed early Gupia characteis. The
temple itself must, therefore, belong to the same period—a
conclusion which is fully borne out by the style of the portico
pillars, which is similar to that of the undoubted Gupla tem-
ples at Udayagiri.

The Narsinh temple consists of a single room 12} [cel in
length by 8% feet in breadth, with a portico in front supported
on four pillars. The middle intercolumniation, like that of
the Gupta Lemples at Tigowa and Sanchi, is gieater than that
of the other two, being 44 feet in the centre” against 51 feel
at the sides.  The pillars themselves are no longer standing,
but their positions are clearly defined by chisel marks on the
surface of the plinth. They are of the pure Gupta type,
with a large square abacus, of twice the breadth of the shal L,
surmounted by two lions sitting back to back with a tree bee
tween. The lower part of the shaft is plain, but the upper
half is highly decorated. The old bell capital of the Asoka
period has now been considerably altered by bands of arna-
ment, and the addition of foliated turn-overs. In later times
these turn-overs were greally increased in size, while the body
of the bell was lessened until it resembled a water-vessel or
kitnebhd, which eventually became its well-known designaltion,
This curious change from the old bell capital of Asoka Lo the
water-vessel of the medizval temples is very clearly traceable
n the different examples of the Gupta period. The pilaslers
of the doorway were of the samc pattern as the pillars of the
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portico, and the whole was a highly-decorated specimen of
the early Gupta style of architecture.!

The enshrined figure of the Narsinh Avatir was 7 feet in
height. The roof was flat as usual, the chamber being co-
vered by two slabs, each 13 feet 8 inches long by 7 feet
6 inches broad and 1 foot thick. These two slabs had slightly
raised edges, and the junction was covered by a single narrow
slab running the whole length.

There are traces of other buildings close by, more espe-
cially to the east and north-east of the Budha Gupta pillar, as
well as to the south of the temple of Lhe great boar, A short
distance to the west of this temple 1 found a large squared
stone with a long inscription of Samudra Gupta engraved on
the face of it. It is wntten In verse, and the stanzas are
numbered by figures, We thus learn that the whole of the
first verse, and one-half of the second verse are lost, besides
all that followed the middle of the eighth verse. The figures
for 2, 3, 4, §, 6, and 7 are all in good preservation, and are
similar to those on the Gupta coins. Some single letters
and portions of letters have also been lost by the barbarous
custom of this people in whelting their tools on the edges of
the stone. To what building this inscription belonged it is
now impossible lo say; but if it was attached to any of the
existing ruins, the most probable would be the old temple of
the colossal Vishnu, with its massive capitals and mouldings,
which were discarded at a later date for pillais of a more
highly ornamented style.

At a short distance to the south of the principal gate of
the town, there is a high mound named Ddnd Bir, on which
there is a large lingam, 8 feet in height, and several Sati
monuments. The oldest of these 15 dated in Samvat 1361,
or A. D, 1304. At a quarter of a mile further to the south-
eas, at the end of the same long mound overleoking the
river Bina, and half way between the town and the village of
Palechpur, there is another lingam which has apparently
been manufactured out of a broken octagonal pillar, 1 foot
6 inches in diameter. The top of the stone has been rounded,
and the upper part of the pillar, 23 feel in height, is worship-
ped as a hngam. But immediately below this portion, and
completely concealed by the a»gha, there is an old inscription
of seven lines dated in Samwas 191, Judging from the char-
acters, | would refer the date to the Gupta era. Parts of the
inscription are difficult to read; but in addition to the written

t See Plate XXX for a sketch of one of the pillars,
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and figuied date 1 can make out the names of MAdhava and
Bhinu-Gupta . .

There are several inscribed Sati monuments about Eian,
as well as i the large village of Mohiso on the opposite bank
of the Bina viver.  Onc of the foimer was set up m the reign
of “Sri SulitAn Mahmud Khilehi of Mandugar-dlug and
Chandert.” A sccond is dated in Samvat 1831 and Sake
169, w the year Krodir, ar A. D. 1774, during the cule ol
Pandit Balwant Rau Govind and Baldji Tuka Deva.  In this
mscription the name of the place 13 wrillen Yeran. AL Mo-
hiso a Sati sltab, dated in Samvat 1691 and Sake 1556 (or
A D.1634), duting the veign of “ Sei PAtisahi Sahi Jahan,”
the Parganah Mohaso of Sitkar Chauderi, is stated lo be the
Fdeer of Sabdal Khala, T have faled to identily this peison,
but he would appear to have been a noble of some conse-
quence at the court of Shah Jahén.

20 —DUDAHT.

The pretty village of Dudahi is siuated on 2 vidge to the
north of the Ram SAgar, a large lake which stretches cast-
ward for nearly a mile to the foot of the Dungiia tull, with a
uniform breadth of nearly half a mile.  The lake is an artifi-
cial sheet of waler formed by a massive cmbankmment thyown
across the Mugha Nala. A square well below the embank-
ment wm which the water gushes upwards is called Clioa, or
“ the spring.” A few years ago Dudahi contained only 4o
houses, but the clearance of broad roads thraugh the jangle
to Bala Behat, Khimlasa, and Khurai, on the south-vast, and
to Lalitpur on the north-cast, has given the peaple so nany
easily accessible markets for the disposal of their produce
that many of the old inhabitants who had emigrated are now
relurning to their homes It was once a lmge and impoitani
town, the capital of the southern half of the present Lalitpur
district,  According to the traditions of the people, the district
was anciently dwvided into two chiefships by a lne tunning
nearly due cast and west throngh Lalupur, where a stone is still
shown as onc of the original boundary-pillars ~ The two dis.
tnets were called Haraspurr and Dudahl, alter the places
where the chicfs lived  In confirmation of this ancient divi-
sion of the country, the peaple refer o the names of the Gyo
different descriptions of rent, which arc still called [araspui
and Dudabi  Haraspur is 15 miles to the north of Lalitpur,
and Dudabn 1s 18 miles o the south of i
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That Dudaht was once a place of some mportance 1s
proved by the extent of its ruins, which cover both banks of
the lake. It is also described by Abu Ribin as a large town
(une grande ville) 35 parasangs from Mathura and 12 from
Bhilsa.

The most prominent group of rumns is on the ridge to
the cast of the present village. In the Gagetteer of the
Nowth-Western Provinces (art. Lalitpur), these temples are
ascribed to the “ancient Gonds)” although the people are
unanimous in referring them to Raja Jalandhar Chandel. But
as all the insciiptions refer to the grandson of the Raja
Yasovarmma Chandel, it scems not impossible that the name
of Jalandhar may be only a conuption of Jasebarm, The
statement that the temples were bult by the “ancient Gonds”
is clearly wrong. It seems probable, however, that they may
have got possession of some part of this district for a short
time, as the Bard Chand makes the two Bandphar heroes,
Alha and Udal, say in their address to the Bard of Kanauj:—
“By us were the Gonds expelled, and their strongholds,
Deogarh and Chandbari, added to his sway.” Here they are
speaking of their own exploits during the reign of Parmal, or
Paramarddi Deva, between A, D, 1167 and 1183, Deogarh
must be the great fort on the 1ight or east bank of the Betwa,
and Chandbari T take to be Chanderi on the opposite bank,
some 30 miles distant  Now Deogarh was certainly in Lhe
possession of Kirtti Varmma, as 1 found an inscription carved
on the rock which describes the building of the fort by his
minister in S. 1154, or A. D, 1097. The mseriptions of Yaso-
varmma’s grandson Devalabdha, who was the contemporary
of Mahmud of Ghazi, show that the neighbouring town of
Dudahi was held by the Chandels in A D. 10200 1040, I,
therefore, the Gonds got possession of this distret, it must
have been after (he death of Kirtth Varmma, or some fime
later than A. D. 1100. According to Chand, it was Parmal
himself who was defeated by the Gonds. In reply to his
master Prithirdj, regarding the banishment from Mahoba of
Alha and Udal, the sons of Jasrdj, Chand says, * Jasrdj was
the leader of the armies of Mahoba when his sovereign was
defeated and put to flight by the wild race of Gonds. Jas-
rAj repulsed the foc, captured Garha, their capital, and laid
his head at his sovercign’s feet.” The mention of Garla
as the capital of the Gonds in the beginning of the rcign of
Paimal Chandel, A. D. 1179-80, is sulficient to condemn this

Y Remand ; Fragments Asabes et Persans, p 1o,
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passage as spurious ; for we .have mscriptions of Jaya Sinha
Kulachuri dated in the Chedi Samvat 926 and 928, or A. D.
1195-1174, and of his son Vijaya Sinha, dated n 5. g32, or
A. D. 1181, when Tewar, or Tripun, only a few milles from
Garha, was still their capital. The sul?sequent mention of the
capture of territory from the BAghels is equally fatal to the
genuineness of this part of Chand’s poem, as the power of
the Bighels dates only from A. D. 1185. It seems probable,
therefore, that both passages are interpolations ol a later date,
unless we suppose that this part of Chand’s poem was not
written untl A, D. 1200 or later, when the Baghels claim to
have possessed Rewa, and when the Gonds may have expell-
ed the Haihayas from Tripura. The Kulachuri [aihayas of
Chedi had already been opposed Lo Madanq Varmma Chan-
del, and after his death they probably scized Lhe forts of
Deogarh and Chandbari, from which they were cjected by
asrd) Baniphar. But whether the Gonds obtamed posscs-
sion of the district or not, it is quite certain that the temples
were not built by them, as all the exisling inscriptions refler
to the Chandels, and most of them to Devalabdha, the grand-
son of “ Yasovarmma Chandel,” who is thus specially desig-
nated by his tribal name. _ '

The principal group of ruins consists of lwo temples with
spires, called by the people Saralhi marhiya, or © Lall tem-
ples,” a small Vardha shrine with a figure of a boar under a
four-pillared canopy, a small lingam temple, and a sccond
lingam shrine close to the temple of Brahmi. There is a
second boar statue on the bank of the lake, and a small one
near the Varahi temple, which is called the Beccha, or the
“Little Pig.” There are also the remains of two Jain tem-
ples, one of which contains a stark-naked standing fgure
12 feet high, and the other a squailed figure g feel across
the knees, with a naked figure standing on each side.

The largest temple, which I will call A, from (he entire
absence ol any large figures, or ather distinguishing {catures
by which it might be named, is built on a very peculiar plan,
of which 1 do not remember to have ever seen another
example, In form it is a cross, with two long limbs and two
short limbs meeting in the middle. The central portion con-
sists of two rooms with a doorway between Lhem, so that
there 1s no back wall against which a statue could be placed.
The whole of the outer casing of the spire has fallen down,
the lintels of the doors have been removed, and there is no
trace of any pedestal for the reception of a statue. At first
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I was inclined to look upon it as a Jamn temple which had
once possessed a platform running round the walls of the lwo
rooms for the enshrinement of the statues of the 24 Tirthan-
karas, but the subsequent discovery of two subordinate
figures of the Variha Incarnation and Ganesa in small niches,
and apparently undisturbed, led me to suppose that it might
have been a Brahmanical temple dedicated either to Vishnu
or 1o Siva ; but when [ saw the complete defacement of all
the interior of the building, where every figured stone had
been purposely destroyed or removed, 1 came to the conclu-
sion thal it must have been a Jain temple which had been
wantonly wrecked by hostile Brahmans, If the destruction
had been due to Muhammadan bigotry, the other temples
would assuredly have been treated after the same barbarous
fashion; but there all the carvings and figures still remain
in excellent preservation amongst the ruins of the fallen
walls.

This Jain temple consists of the two rooms already men-
tioned, each of which opens into a pitlared hall. The two
halls are connected by a narrow passage running along each
side of the two central rooms In front of each hall thereisa
large pillared porch, and a smaller one in the middle of each
of the side passages. The building is, therefore, perfectly
symmetrical, the two longer ends to the east and west being
exactly alike, as well as the two side projections. By this
arrangement the great spire rises exactly over the middle of
the building, which to my eye 12 much more pleasing than the
usual plan of placing the highest spire at one end of the
temple., The extreme dimensions of the building are 52 feet
long by 37 feet broad, with a height somewhat greater than
the length. The joint length of the two centre rooms is 19
feet, and the breadth of the main body of the building, inclu-
ding the two side passages and their outer walls, is also 19
feet, so that the spire rises from a central square of 15 feet.!

The second temple is one of the rarc cxamples of a
shrine dedicated to Brahm4. It is built on one of the com-
mon plans of a Hindu temple, with a small entrance porch,
a large hall of assembly, 25 feet square, supported on four
piliars, and a dark sanctum reached through a small vesti-
bule. Altogether it is only 425 feet long by 235 feet broad;
but, though comparatively small, it is one of the most 1ichly
decorated temples that 1 have scen. Every architrave is
deeply carved on itsunder side in a variety of patierns, all in

1 See Plale XXX [or a plan of s cutous temple
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the style of the beautiful honey-combed designs of the ccil-
mgs. The {our cental pillars of the hall are singularly
graccful i their proportions, and unusually I_o[ty lor the small
size of the temple, being g feet 6 inches in heght Lo he
base of the bracket capital

Over the centre of the sanctum dooiway there 1s a three-
headed fgure of the bemded Brahmd wilh his goose, sup-
ported by the Navagraha, o1 nine plancts, lour on one side and
five on the other  The cential position of the figure places
the dedication of the temple to Biahma beyond dispute. But
there 1s further evidence in one of the pilgrim's records, which
1ecords the writer's adoration paid to Chatur-muthe and his
wife Savitr/, and ends with the words Brakmasddd-praia .
matr?  All the roofs of ihe temple have fallen down, but the
greater parl of the walls and all the pillars are still standing.

As all the mseriptions now existing at Dudahi are n this
temple, it will be best to notice them at once, more particu-
laily as they serve to fix the date of the building. The
earlier ones are engraved in Kutila characters of the 1oth
century; the others are in a ruder character of a somewhat

later date —*

No L—#ahardyddhiira)a Sre Yaso
Varnomae napéralr Sve Krishuapasuia
Matri 8ri Asarvvvd vderodbhava
Chandelldmwayn Sri Devalabdhiyan
Savvva Kirttinanadan,

No 2 is the same as No 1, with the exception thai the
tribal name of Chandelldnwayam is placed al the beginning
of the first line, and Kirtu 1s placed before Sarvva mi the
last line.

No. 3 1s arranged i short lines like No. 2, 1o suil the
narrow face of Lhe polygonal pillar on which it is engraved.
It agrees generally with No 2 bul with seveiral mnportant
variations —

Mahavayddiu.

raja Svr Yaso
Varmma naptd S
Krishnapasutena
Matri S Asa
svva-wdareddhavens.
Chandelldnwayena.

! See Phate XXX o plan of temple and sketeh ol achittave ormame
* See Plate XXX, No, 7 m=;(:1'=phlnn. HEHTHavE urament,
? Bee Plate XXXII, Nos, 1 1o 6 inscriptions,
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Srt Devalubdlee —
— Yam Kirttr navie—
—dam sarvva I{dntam '

No 4 omits the name of the giandfather, Raja Yaso-
varmna, but the remaming portion is the same as in No. 2:—
St Kristnapasuta A divi Svi d—

—sarven Udarodbhava Chandelldnwa Sr
Sre Devalubdleh Sarvoan: Koty nawidum.
No. 5 is confined to a single line, omitting the names of
both grandfather and father —

Srr Devalabdhch Kiridry nammidan.
No 6 gives the name of the grandson alone —
Sre Devaiaddin

From all these records 1t would appear that the temple
was buill by Devalobdhi, the son of Krishna and Asarvvd,
and the grandson of King Yasovarmma Chandel. Now the
date of Yasovarmma is known, as his eldest son Dhanga
Deva had already succeeded to the throne hefore Samvat
ior1, or A.D. g54. But this dale must have been close to
the beginning of his reign, as n a second inscription dated in
Samvat 1055, A.D. 998, he was still reigming |, while n a third,
dated in the following year, he is stated to have died upwards
of 100 years ago. He was therefore upwards of 50 years
of age in A.D. g50, while his younger brother Krishna must
have been about g0 or 40, and his nephew Devalabdhi may
just have been born. As this would make Devalabdhi so
years of age in A.D. 1000, the erection of the temple may be
safely fixed at the same date, which was the crowning penod
of Chandel power, when both Dhanga and his son Ganda had
fought successfully with the Raja of Kanauj. At this very
time, as we learn from Abu Rihdn, Dudabi was a very large
town ; and from the evidence which I haye already adduced
to show that il was the chief place of the distiiet, I conclude
that it was usually entrusted to one of the near relatives of
the King. This is supported by the evidence of the inscrip-
fions, which seem (o point to Krishna as the governor under
his brother King Dhanga, and to Devalabdhi as his suc-
cessor, at first under his unele Dhanga and alterwards undet
his cousin Raja Ganda Deva.

The second group of temples lies half a mile to the west
in the midst of a dense jungle. The whole are known as
Bantya-ka-Baridl, or the ' Baniya's marriage company,” or
procession ; and are said 1o have been built by a Jaini Baniya
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named Depat-kepat. They are all in ruins, and most of the
stones have been carried off; but the foundations are still
standing, and many of the statues still remain, but all morc
or less broken, The following are most noteworthy —

A —Temple with round pillars and flal roof, apparently dedicaled
to the monkey-god Hanumin, whose colossal image, 8 fect g inches in

height, is lying close by with the head broken off. )
B.—Statue of a boar, the Variha incarnation of Vishuuw. The

statue is 4 feet 3 inches long and 3 feet 3 inches high. To Lhe left
is Prithivi, or the earth, and beneath is a Ndgl with twisted body.

C.is a Jain temple with large square pillars 10 feet in height and
1 foot 54 inches square, decorated with naked Jain figures. The en-
shrined figuie is a naked colossal slatue, with the long arms, commoun
to Jain figures, reaching to the knees, and bands slightly turned in.
wards, Amongst the sculptures arc two groups representing a male
and femnale with halos round their heads standing under trecs, On
the pedestal is a horseman.

D is a temple dedicated to Vishnu, ©One of the sculpimes of
a standing figure has a horse on the pedestal,

21.—CHANDPUR,

Theremains of Chindpur are just half way between Dudahi
and Deogurh, being 4 miles to the north-west of the former,
and upwards of 6 mles to the east of the latter. The old
town of Chandpur is completely deserted, thete being not
even a single house now standing; but over the space of
half a mile from Jajpur towards the north-cast, theie are many
traces of buildings, amongst which are found several groups
of ruined temples, wihich, for the sake of convenience, T will
designate by the letters A, B, C, D, E.

A gioup.—These remains are entirely Jain; bul all the
temples have been ruthlessly destroyed, and the figuies
broken. One colossal naked figure standing at the back of a
simall voom is barely visible in the darkness, as the only light
15 admitted through a low opening not so high as the knees
of the stalue. Numerous figures arc placed against the
surrounding walls, but they are mostly broken and covered
with moss.  Amongst a few in red stone, which are still clean,
there is a two-armed female figure carrying a child on her
left hip, and holding a branch of mangoes, the whole canopicd
by a mangoe-tree A similar figure, but seated, is inside the
dark room near the colossus,

B group—at a short distance to the north of A, The
whole of these lemples are Brahmanical, but all are in ruins.
Most of them are Vaishnavi. Only one inscription was found
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on the under side of an architrave with richly catved honey-
comb omament. As it is not dated, it is of a small value.
The characlers are of the 12th century

C group lies beyond B All are Brahmanical, and ecven
more ruinous than the others.

D group, on the embankment of a wall lake One Lem-
ple, a very small one, is still partly standing.

In the ruins of a second temple of much larger size,
there is a lingam of Siva inside, with the bull Nandi outside
under a canopy fronting the entrance The bull is 5 feet
long, 2 feet broad, and 3 feet 10inches high  The temple is
completely destioyed down to iis basemenl

E group lies at the end of the embankment. [t consists
of a laige heap of massive stones, which are apparently the
1emains of several different temples. Amongst the ruins
there is still standing a dedicatory pillar, 14 feet high, with
an inscription.  There is also a rudely-formed boar with an
mscription on the front of its pedestal.  This is fortunately
dated in Samval 1207, or A, ). 1150, so that it also belongs
to the 12th century. The boar is represented standing on a
lion’s or tiger’s skin, with his four feet over the four paws of
the lion. Bencath the skin is a Niga. The body of the
boar is covered as usual with horizontal rows of small human
igures. The opening of the inscription, which is in four
lines, reads as follows i~—

[ —Aum ! Samva, 1207 Jyeshta badi r1 Raveo mahd Pratihficdnaway e
Vachchhasya gotiaye Udaya Pila bhuja.

The 1ecord contains nothing of any inlerest, bul 18 usclul
for fixing the date of the temple to the middle of the r2th
century,

The pillar is a monolith 1 foot 8% inches square at bas.,
which at 34 feel changes 1o an oclagon, and at 1} fool
higher to a hexadckagon, and al g% feet above to a circle,
making a total height of 14 feet. It is called simply Gaja.
The whole shaft is quite plain, the inscription being engraved
on one of the square faces. It opens as follows:—

fo==Aum ! namalh Siviya! Brakminde mandape.
It appears, thercfore, that thiswas the dedicatory pillar of
a second temple, named the Brahmdnda mandapa, which
was consecrated to Siva. The inscription itself is of no
special interest, being chielly taken up with the praiscs of the
huilder. The characters are much more neatly cut than
those of the boar inscription, but they are exactly the same
G

Ed
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4s these of the Chandel tablets of the eleventh and twellth
¢ entuties, which will therefore be the date of the temple.

MADANPUR.

The old and thiving village of Madanpur is situated at
the mouth of the best and easiest pass leading Trom SAgar to
the north  The principal road runs by Malthon, through the
Narhat pass, to Lahtpur. In 1858 this pass was occupied
by the tebel Raja of Banpur Lo oppose the advance of Sir
Hugh Rose.  But the English General wiscly chose the casicr
though longer pass of Madanpur, which was held by the
iebel Raja of Shahpur and the mutineers of Lhe 52nd Bengal
Infantry, and this he carried without any difliculty.  Madan-
pur is 24 miles to the south-east of Dudahi, 35 miles o {he
south-south-east of Lalitpur, and 30 miles to the north of
Sagar.

On one side of the village therc is a Jain temple with an
inscription dated i Samval 1206, or A, . 1199, which con.
tains the name of Madanapura. But the most interesting
and valuable inscriptions are preseived i a small open pil-
lared buitding, supporled on six square shalls, whicl is known
by the name of DBaradari. On the pillars of this small
building therc are engraved Lwo short records ol the great
Chauhan Prince, Prithvi Raja, which are of smgular intetesl
and importance.  Lach ol these consists of only lour Imes |
but they arc of supreme histoncal value, as they reecord the
date of Prthvi Raja’s conquest of King Paiamardi and his
country of Jejdkasukty, in the Sunval year 1230 The toxd
of these two mscriptions 1s as follows -~

No o
1 =81 Chdhumuna vausge
2 —na Drithoe-raga bhu
3 —bha)a Paramdvdl nereidry
d —spa desoyam madavdsyate

22

- Noo 1o,

f—dum! arunorvpdiya pantrena Sr
2 —Someswara Suitund Jejaka
Se—Subti-desoyam vithvirayona
G —=lunztak, Sam 1259
From the first of these records, as I understand i, we
lean that " joy was miroduced into the countiy of King
Paramuidi by King Prithvi Raja, of the forlunate race of

Tace plae XXX, Nos. g and 10
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Chahuména.” A pandit, whom I have consulled, wishes Lo
ont the anuswdra and to read desoyam +ndavasyate, which he
would translate by “was peopled” (?). But as this rendering
takes no notice of uda, I prefer my own reading.

The second inscription gives the date, the name of the
conquered country, and the genealogy of the conqueror as
follows - “The country of Fejdtasutts was conquered by
Prithvi Réja, son of the fortunate Someswara, (and) grandson
ol Arnna-raja, in the Samvat 'year 1239.”

The first point deserving of notice in these {wo short but
precious records isethe name of the county , Fejdhasuttr,
which is clearly the Fdsafiuts of Abu Rihan, {ormed by the
common elision of the letter 4, and the change of s Lo /4.
The meaning of the word is doubtiul, but it was certainly the
name of the country, as it 1s coupled with desa. I may add
also that there are still considerable numbers of Faydlutiv
Brahmans and Jaydhutiya Baniyas in the old country of the
Chandels, which I have repeatedly traversed in many differ-
ent dinections. I owould ddentify Jajahuti wath ihe district of
Sendrabatis of Piolemy, which contained four towns named
Lamasis, LEmpalathra, Kurapoving, and Nodubandaguwr
Judging from the relative positions assigned to them by
Ptolemy, T think that the first, which is to the north-cast of
sandrabatis, may be Darsanda, the sceond Mahoba, the thitd
Khajuaho, and the fourth, which is the most westerly, Bhan-
der  The name of Kuraporina appears (o correspond very
fawly with Kharjurapur:, which is the Sanskut {form of
Khajuraho.

The second point worthy of notice is the name of Aruna
Rdya, the grandiather of Prithvi Rija.  His name is still pre-
served in that of the great lake at Ajymer, called Aue Sdgar.
In my reporl on Delhi,' I have given the genealogy of
the later Chauhin Princes from seveial different sources, not
one of which mentions Arnna Rdja. His name, however, is
repeatedly mentioned by Tod, and it is given in the list of
Mitk-ji, the bard of the IKKhichi Chauhéns, whose books [ have
consulted in the original copes in the possession of his son.
According Lo him, the last {our gencrations were Visala Deva,
Anoji, Someswara, and Prithvi Raja, The same names e
also given by Tod, who also had access to Mik-ji's books.
As this gencalogy s confirmed by the present inscription, my
respeet for the authority of Muk-ji on the history of lus own
tribe has decidedly increased

T Acchaolegical Survey of Tudia, I, 15%
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The third poinl to be noted is the date of the conquest
of Muahoba and the country of the Chandel Kings In the
Mahoba Khand of Chand's Prithvi Raj-Rdsa, lhe dale of the
Chandel war is given as Samvat 1241, or A.D. 1184 DBut in
these inscriptions it s placed lwo years carlier, In 5. 1239
The difference 15 not much, but as the true date must have
heen known Lo Chand, the deviation tends o a general distrust
in all the dates inserted n his poent

A third short mseription on another of the pillars would
scem Lo show that the present pillared arcade was originally
only the hall of a temple dedicated ta Siva, It reads as
follows —

Aum ! Chandra-sckhara, Bhawdéniya,
Tryambaka, Tripurantaka,

Chaksha Vidyadhata Deva,

Twam nauli pranatah Sada.

Here the names of Chandrn Sekfara, * the moow crested,”
Bhawdniya; “ the husband of Bhawani;” Tryambela, * the
three-eyed ;” Zirzpurdniata, “ the conquerm of (the demon)
Tripura,)’—arc all titles of Siva, who 1s addressed by his vo-
tary, Vidyadhara Deva. Wilson denves the name of Tryam-
baka from the three letters A U. M. combined in the mysti-
cal word Aum, but as Ambaka means the “eye,” Tryambaka
would seem to be only a synomme of the well-known uiles of
g‘_mcfra and ¢rifochana, the common titles of the three-cyed

iva,

23 ~DEOGARH

The old town of Deogarh 1s situaled at the western end
of the table-land of the Lalitpur range of hills, immedialely
overhanging the river Betwa. The fort of Kaindli 1iscs
above the plain on the south to a height of about 300 fcet
Here the Betwa makes a great sweep Lo the WCSL\\L’iLl‘d, -
closing the projecling headland of Deogarh and 1ts Torl on
three sides. — The site is a singularly picluresque one. To
the south a long flight of steps leads from the hrow of (e
fort to the walcrs, of the Betwa, which here rush between Uhe
rocks with a roar which is heard far above the overhanging
chiffs.  The fort itsell is quite overgrown with jungic, but on
one side the dreanness of the view is relicved by the tuins of
a0 extensive group of Jain temples.

Phe prmeipal temple consists of an open pilared hall or
Avade, g2 feet 3 inches square, with six 10ws ol six pillars.
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The central openimg 15 8 feet 3 inches belween the pllas
In the middle of the hall, a platform raised between the four
central pillars, with a back wall towards the outside, is covered
with a latge collection of naked Jain igmes. The sanctum,
which is a massive bulding, 39 feet 2 inches by 34 feet 3
inches outside, is 1eached hy a low opening or hole, only 1
foot ginches wide, and the interior is, therefore, very dark, but
there was sufficient light to show a colossal naked figure.

In front of the hall, at a distance of 16 feet 7 inches,
there is a detached portico, or canopy, supported on four
massive pillars, upwards of 2 feet squate at base. On one
of these pillars thereis a very valuable and interesting inscrip-
tion of Raja Bhoja Deva, dated in Samvat g1g, and 1n Sike
784, the latter date being expressed in words as well as in
figures, Some of the letters are rather indistinet, but the
greater portion of the inscription is in good order  [U cone
sists of ten lines, and appears to record the erection of the
portico I read it as follows :—'

1 —1 #mabha mahdrdjdhirdja parameswara Sri BHO-

2 —JA DEVA mahi pravarddhamina Kalydna vijaya rajye

3 —tat pradatta panchamahasabda mabasimantd 51 Vishpu

g.—1amapachindrajya makelu Achchhagire Sri Ganddhyd Yat-

ana

5,—panidhe Sri Kamala DevAcharya Sishye Sri Devene Kk

6 —tam ida stambharh. Samvat g1g Aswayuja Sukla

7 —paksha chatur dasyam, Vrihaspali dime, Ultard bhadiapa

8,—da Nakshtre, idam stambha Samlpta Miti Va? A,

g.—gagokeva Co—Lka bhatatena idam stambham ghalila miti.
" 10.-—Saldkilabda Sapta Salydni chatwdsityAdinkant, 784

The great value of thisinscription is that it fixes absolutely
the date of Bhoja Deva in A D 8062, and confirms my pe-
vious identification of him with the Bhoja Deva of one o
my Gwalior inscriptions m Samvat 933, or A.D. 876, and
with the Bhoja Deva mentioned in the Rajn Tarangini as
the contempoiary of Sankara Varmma in A D 883 to qor.
This great king 1s also the hero of the Pahewa mscription,
which is dated both in words and in figures in the year 276
As he was the ruler of Kanauj, I would refer this date to the
era of Sri Harsha, which dates from AD 607. The true
date will therefore be 606 4 2476 = 882 A1}, which agiees
exaclly with the others.  DBut besides these four 1ecords we
have a further notice of him in the Benares copper-plate

' See Plate XXX, No
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mseription of s son Mahendra Pala Deva, which his
cenealogy is given al full length, as follows —

A D Kungs, Queens.

730 Devasakti X Bhuykd,

7600 Vatsa Rije X Sundari.

Boo NAgahhata X Mahisatd

870 Rémabhadra % Apphd,

§60 Bhoja Deva I % ChandrabhattinikA.

From all these data we learn that Bhoja Deva ruled over
the whole of northern India, fiom the [oot of the Kashmir
hills in the Punjab to Benares on the cast, and to Deogarh
on the south, between Lalitpur and SAgar. The Vatsa Raja
here meniioned as the great-grandfather of Bhoja is most
probably the same Prince as the Vatsa Raja of the Nésik -
sctiption, who is desenbed as the King of Maru in the ume
of Paura Rashtrakuta, who was reigning durin ; the end of the
8th century, the inseription of his son Govinda _ing cated in
Saka 4730, or A.D. o8,

The date of Bhoja Deva's mscription is Thursday, the
r4th of the waxing moon of Aswayuja, in the Samval year
o1g, and Sake #84. This 1 have venfied by calculation as
falhng on Thursday, the 1oth September, A D 86z.

Outside the river-gate of the lort, at the head ol a (light
of steps leadmng down to the Betwa, and near a figare of the
goddess Devi, there 1s a short inscription in two lines of Gupla
characters, which appears to 1cad as follows —

Nrigha sdoarttak.
Bholshaka pidindm ajnakarah.

On another part of the rock near the river-gate, there is
a very neatly engraved inscription of c¢ight les of peeuliar
characters, each letter having a saucer-shaped head (ormed
by a curve under the straight line of the wdéra. The in-
scription was recorded during the reign of the Chandel King
Kutti Varmma, m the Samvat year 1154, and month of
Chaitra, but on what day is somewhat doubtful.  The month
and day ave gwven as Chaitral di 2 Budhan. At first [ read
the name of the week day as Ravan, o Sunday, taking d;
to stand for dewasa. This is, however, an unusual mode of
exptession for the Solar 1eckoning, and besides, the and day
of Chaitra in that year did not fall on cither Sunday or Wed-
nesday, but on Tuesday, It seems probable, thecfore, that
the engraver of the inscription has drapped s# helore e, and
that the date should be read as Chwivah [su] di 2 Budhan,
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which would be Wednesday, 18th March, 109y. The date
could not have been dadi, as baid/ 2 lell on a Saturday.

The inscription was recorded hy Vatsa Raja, the minister
of the Chandel Raja, Kirtti Varmma, after whom the fort
appears to have been named K tde-grre Durgya.  The mins-
ter’s father 1s namned Mahidhara ; but in the Mhau inscription
the father of Vaisa, the minister of Kirtli Vaimma, is called
Ananla, The only explanation of this difference that occurs
to me is the probability that 47aks-dhare, “ the suppoiter of
the earth,” was an honorary title of Ananta, invented by the
author of the Mhau inscription.

In my account of the neighbouting ruins of Dudahi, T have
shown that the districk was then in the possession of the
grandson of the Chandel Raja Yasovarma. As this was only
three generations before Kirtti Varmma, it seems probable
that the Chandels may have continued in undisturbed posses-
sion. But in the prologue to the Prabodia Chandrodayva
there is a passage which may, perhaps, allude to the recovery
of this outlying portion of the Chandel domimons. The literal
translation of the passage is—'“and who (Gopala or Vishnu)
having subdued the poweiful Aarra, gave prospeiity to the
King S Kirtk Varmma ”  The Kaina here mentioned can
only be the powerful King Karna Deve of Chedi, who was
a contemporary of Kirtti Varmma. The Deogarh inscription
reads as follows :—

T—Aum! pamah Sivaya! Chandella-vansa Kumudendu visala
IKvttih Khyato vabhiva nripa sanghanatangt padmah.

2—Vidyadhaio narapatih 1amald nicha sopdtas talo Fijaya
Aiife miipowwpendiah [1] tasmad dhacmmaparah Sri wé,

3 —nkirtn Varmma unpo bhavate Yasya Kirtti suvdisu bhiatii
lokyam sandhathmagitee [2] agadamnnutanan Vishou
mivi bhutama vasepya ]

4~—yama ntipapvitali Samd Krishna sivastharya mamdijayatu
[4] i1diodumadhyagala chandranibhasya yasya numan
Yudbishthira Yada Siva Rimacha.

5.~—ndiah pate prasannachyupe ratna tivochishtayaltad guna
prakara ralna mayesarire [4] tadiyamatya mantrindre
ramant purvvinirra

6.~—tah Vatsa rajeti vikhyatah Sn man mahidharibmajah [5]
khydto pabhuvakila mantri padaika mantre Vichaspati
sivi,

7e—dihemantia supan chuthihbyd mayovam sama siva japi
mandala masu sabiovdchhidya Lilligin durgga midam
yyavatta [0] ‘

8.—51i Valsa Raja ghattoyam nunante nitia kiritah Dralman-
damujjualam kitti marohayits matmanah [Samvat 1154

Chaibrahdi » Budhan
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In 1he neghbourhood ol the great Jain temple there are
several small t?:mples, more ot less 1oined, alt of which appear
to be Jain. A short description will be sufficient for cach.

No. 2 is an open arcadeo 243 feet long by 20 feet broad,
supported on 20 square pillars in five rows of fowr pillars cach.
The sanctum of the temples 1s completely gone. Near it
there are two stone monahiths with pyramidal tops, and small
niches containing squatted Jain figures. The lager onc is
10 [eet g inches high and 1 foat 4 inches square at base, with
a shaft of 16 sides. The smaller one is 5 leel 7 nches high
with an octagonal shafl, and is inscribed wilh the name of
Zribhuvana Kiriti,

No. 3 temple is a small room with a four-pillared porch,
orverandah, in front. Over the middle of the entrance there
15 a squatted Jain figure, with Vishnu standing to the left
and Lakshmi to the 1ight,

No. 4 is a very curious little square temple named Lakéd.
Inside there is a plain pillar, 2 feet squarc and 5 feet 6
inches high, with a pyramidal top and curlous projecting
eaves on all four sides.  The pillar nearly fills the 100m, and
leaves only a very narrow passage all round.

No 35 is a large building 31 feel 6 inches long by 26 feet
6 inches broad, with a highly ornamented entiance,  On the
lower faces of the jambs there are figures of the two river
goddesses, the Ganges slanding on her crocodile, and the
fumna on her torloise, each holding a water-vessel in her
hand, and canopicd by a five-hooded Néga

No.6is a small temple with a four-pillacd portico, or ve-
randah. At a short distance in front therc is a Toran sup-
poited on two pillars, each 1o fcet 6 inches hugh and 18 nches
square. Near the Toran there is a small monolith bearmg
the date of S 1121, 0r AD 1164

Judging from the insctiptions, the temples of this group
range in date over three centuries, from AD. 862 to 1104
Some of them may perhaps be a century older, as the main
biorks of the buildings are quile plain,

But the most interesting monument now remaining at
Deogarh 15 a solitary square temple on the plains helow, about
half way between the fort and the village. ~ My attention was
graw}? to this by the following short notice of Captain Charles

trahan :—*

“The qungle is heaviest in the iamediale neighbomhood of
Deogath, where the Betwa is ovellooked on either bank by vucky

! General Report on the Topogiaphical S
c al Surveys of India, 1870-71, ‘
Gwalior and € entral India postal s nfzogrAppendie A
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cilts once sacred to Hindu shrines, whose rums display the utmost
profusion of the art of sculptuie, but which now hardly ovetlop the
surrounding trees. Oune femple of great magnrficence, with a broad
paved causeway leading iom the foot of the hll on which it stands,
along the face of the rocks, s of greal aichaological interest, some
of the sculptures being well preserved.”

Since this notice was penned, several roads have been cut
through the jungle, so that Deogarh is now quite accessible,
and very much more safe from dakaits, as well as from tigers,
The temple was certanly dedicated to Vishou, but, as it has no
name, | propose to call it the Gupta temple, as it possesses
all the characteristics of the style of the Gupta pernod,
although ils pyramidal roof pamts to a later date than that of
the flat-roofed temples of Sanchi, Eran, and Tigowa.

The Gupla temple of Deogaih is laid out on the usual
Hindu plan of squares. The whole occupies g equal squares,
of which the temple itself forms the middle square, while the
remaining 8 squarcs form a terrace about 3 feet high all
round. The temple is 18 feet 6 inches squaie outside, with
the entrance on the west leading to a sanctum ol g feet g
inches square. On each of the four sides of the terrace
there was a flight of steps leading up to a portico or veranda
supported on four large pillars. Two of these piilars still remain
complete, but fallen, and there are portions of two others of
the same design lying on the edge of the terrace.  From the
positions of the two unbroken pillars, it is certain that they
must have stood ncar the temple, although there are no
pilasters attached to the walls with which these pillars could
have been connected to form a portico  But high up on each
wall there are the remains of four beams or architraves,
which once projected from the building for the purpose of
suppotting a flal canopy over the sculpture in the niche
below. A piece of onc of these beams, between 3 and 4 feet
long, still projects on Lhe east side, and still carries a portion
of 1ts roofing-slab. Now the lower side of these projecting
beams is 13 feet 6 inches above the original level of the plat-
form, and therefore the pillars which canied their outer ends -
must have been of the same height. The two large pillars
now lying on the terrace are only 9 feet 6 inches in length,
but, with their capitals and biackets added to their bases,
they would cetlainly have reached the full height of 13 fect
6inches. Itscems highly probable, therelore, that they must

U The bioken ends of other aichatraves me marked A, A, and the remains of
the roofing-slal S, 8., in the accompanying plan of the temple,—see Plate XXNIV
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have supported the ends of the beams which projected from
the four sides of the building. But this probability becomes
almost a cerlainty when we find that the pillars are of exaclly
thc same height as the pilasters of the niches containing the
sculptures before which they werc placed. Each of the four
sides would thus have had a portico supported on four pillars,
and 10o0fed with flat slabs, the joints of which were covered
with round-topped stones fitling mnto groovesin the rooling-
slabs  On the walls of the temple above the line of broken
roofing-slabs are several shallow recesses with rounded heads,
which must have 1eceived the heads of these coverling slones,

Pillars of two distinet kinds were found, some lymg on
the terrace, and olhiers just below it. The fowm specimens
found on the platform are all square in section, and of the
same style of ormamentalion as the pilasters at the sides of
the niches containing the great sculpture m the middle of
each face. The other pillars are round, changing into 16
fluted sides, and it seems doubtful whether they belonged to
this temple.  But they have some ol the chmacterislics of
the Gupta style, such as the fluted sides and the flowaied
turnovers al the corners. It is possible, therefore, that they
may have belonged to lorans, or gateways of the courtyard
of the temple  Of the bases and capitals of the pillars, ol a
single specimen could be found ; but, judging from the ocem -
rence of two sitting lions, with a third lion’s head helween
them on the lower part of one of the exisung shalts, [ think
it very probable that the capilals of these pillars wae of (he
common Gupta patiern of two lions seated back to hack with
a tree between them. As the shalts are 1 foot 5 inches
square at top, the capitals must have been aboul g fecl
square, or rather less than those of the Vishnu temple at
Eian, The bechive-shaped bosses would of course have been
more elaborate than the simple examples at Ilian, ag may D
presumed also from the more finished desions of those on the
great frieze above the entrance,

The walls of the temple on both sides of the niches are
quite plain,  Over the dootway there is a fieze with fye
bascs, of beehive shape, very elaborately finished  Above
them, there is a line of dentils with lions’ faces, the whale
surmounted by the bold string-coutse, which is common (o
all the temples of the Gupta siyle! To {he right and lefl, in
the usual positions at the corneis of the dourway, stand the

bohee Plate XXXV
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two conventional figures of the Ganges and Jumna,—the
former suppoiied on her crocodile, the latter on her tortoise.
On the other three sides the ornamentation is limited to
one large panelin the middle, contaming a group of figures in
alto-relievo.  Kach of these panelsis 5 {eel in height, and
belween 3 and 4 feet w breadtlh.

On the north side, the group represents Vishnu, with a club
in his right hand, rising from the ocean on the back of Garud.
In the waters below there 1s a Niga King with a seven-
hooded snake canopy, and a NAiga Queen with a single-
hooded snake over her head, both with folded hands, in
adoration. Besides them there is an elephant, with his feet
bound together by the ta1l of the Niga, standing amidst a
profusion of lotus flowers. Above all are four flying figures,
two males and two females, holding a canopy over Vishnu.

On the cast face are two male figures seated together on
rocks. DBoth ae represented as ascetics clad mn antelope
skins, with the head of the antelope in front on a small scale.
The figure to the left must be Siva himself, as he has four
arms ; while that to the right has only two arms  The hair
of both is matted alter the fashion of ascetics, and each
holds up a resary in the 1ight hand. Below Stva there are
thice deer, and in a cave bencath the other figure there is a
lion.  On each side there is an attendant figure, with beard
and malted halr, carrying a rosary. Above, there are five
(lying figures, three males and two femules, carrying a canopy
of fohage over Siva's head.  On a separate slab above, there
is a figure with three heads seated on a lotus, and atlended
on cach side by two flying figures, one male and onc female.
This 15 probably Brahma, but, as there 1s no beard, the attri-
bution is doubtful

On the south face the group represents Vishnu slecping
on the folds of the serpent Ananta, whose seven-hooded heads
form a canopy over him. At his feet there are one male and
two female figures. Vishnu has four arms, and is lying with
his right knee bent, and his head resting on one of his left
hands. Above hin are six figures of gods seated. In the
middle is the three-hooded Siva on a lotus, dressced as an
ascetic in an antelope’s skin, and holding a water.vessel in
his hand. To the left is India on his elephant, and beyond
him is Brahmi riding lis goose. To the nght, riding to-
gether on the bull Nandi, are Mahddeva and Pérvati; and
beyond them is a figure withoul any vahan or vehicle by
which it might have been distinguished.
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Below this group of Vishnu and Ananta there ae six
standing figures on a separale slab, five of them males and
one female” They do not appear to have any connection
with the subject of Nariyana, and the slab was mosi pro
bably inserted to fill up the vacant space ‘ ‘

A feature peculiar to the Deogarh temple 1s the wide
platform on which it stands, with its continuous row of sculp-
tured pancls on all four sides I have scen simtlar terraces
with sculptured walls in Burma, but not in India, whee they
are usually ornamented with long lines of mouldings very
richly carved  Each face of the Deogarh temple had sixteen
alto.relievo sculptures, 2 feet 6 inches in height by 1 foot
103 inches in breadth, which were separated from cach other
by g-inch pilasteis with side grooves, so as to fix the slabs in
their places, In the middle of cach face leading up to the
platform there was a staircase {lanked by side walls, with two
alto-relievos on the outer faces, Thus there were 20 separate
sculptured panels on each of the four sides, or 8a allogether.
Apparently the side walls of the staurcases terminaled in
sohd blocks which were seulptured on thiee faces.  Two of
these were dug up amongst Lhe ruins, cach 1 foot 11 inches
long and 11 inches Lhick. As one only of the longer faces
was sculptuted, Lthe rough side must have been turned inwards ;
and as these stones correspond exactly i lengih with the
thickness of the flanking walls, there can be but little doubt
that they formed the ends of the walls.

On each of these two end stones theie are five women
carved on the long face, and one woman on cach of the two
short sides. The {igures appear Lo be intended for the same
on both sculptures; and in one the middle female 15 slanding
quietly with her companions, and m the other she is dancing
vigorously, while her companions are playmng difterent kinds
of musical instruments,

Of the alto-relicvos on the walls of (he teriace there are
four examples still standing 22 sity, two on the south face
and two on the west face.  One of thase on the latier face
gives a domestic scene of a man and his wile standing side
by side, and cach holding a child  The woman wears a long
jacket and petticoat with a striped chadar, or sheel, covering
her head,  Behind thom ave two bullocks ‘

The corner panel of the south face contams four fgures-—
two men and two women. One of them appears (o be a
king, as heis seafed with a sabre, or curved sword, in his hind,
Beside him stands one of the females, whom [ take (o be the
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queen. The sccond female 1s knceling down, while the other
myn grasps her hair with bis left hand, and brandishes a sword
m his right hand, as if about to cut off her head. The
woman has seized his arm with her left hand as if offering
some resistance. With two [ingers of her nght hand she
points downwards, while the gueen points to her in a similar
manner with two iingers of her right hand. Mr. Beglar has
suggested Lo me that this scene probably represents the cut-
ling off of Stirpanakh&’s nose and ears in the presence of
Rima and Sitd. The story 1s told at some length in the
Raméiyana. Strpanakhi was a female demon, or Réikshasi,
the sister of Ravana  She fell in fove with Rama, and pro-
posed that Réama should
* The poor musshapen Sitd leave,
And me, thy worthier buide, receive.

RAama Jestingly refers her to his brother Lakshmana, whois
slill unmairied, who mockingly sent ber back to Rama
Being again refused by Rama, the Rékshasi rushed upon
Sith to devow her, when Rama called to his brother Laksh-
mana —

“ Let not the deous wretch escape

“ Without a mark to mar her shape ;

1 Strike, lord of men, the monstious fiend,

‘* Deformed, and loul, and evil miened.”

He spoke, then Lakshman’s wralh rose high,

And theie, before his brother's eye,

He drew that sword, which none could stay,

And clefl her nose and cars away.!

1 have no doubt that Mr. Beglay 15 right in thisidenlifica-
tion  The punishment was inflicted by Lakshmana i the
presence of RAma and SitA.  These, then, are the four figures
represented in the sculpture:—RAma scated, with SitA standing
beside him; and Strpanakhd kneeling, with her hair grasped
by Lakshmana, who brandishes his sword ready to cut off her
nose.

The second panel on the south face contains only two
figures—a man and a boy. The man is drawing a bow up Lo
his right shoulder with the head of the arrow pointed down-
wards. The boyis stringing a bow with his right hand, while
his left hand grasps 1t by the middle and his left knce
presses against it lower down, Both figures are clad +in
shoit drawers

In all these Deogarh sculptures the clothing 1s represented
as fitting tight to the persons of the men, so as to show their

1 Gudfith's Ramayana, Vol 1, beok w, € ante 1§, also Wheeler's Ramay -
and, pp =200 --208
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figures, while that ol the women is loose, and cichtually
coyers the lower half of the body. The antelope’s skin woin
by the ascetics has the skin of the head with the horns, and
the skin of the two fore legs atlached as an ornament m
front. The arrangement of the hair 1s like that scen on the
gold coins of the Guptas, in parallel rows of curls similar Lo
those of alawyer's wig. . ‘

The drawing of the figures 15 geneally spinited, and, in the
casc of the sleepimg Vishnu, the attilude is not only casy, but
graceful, and the expression dignified. The flyng ligures
also are managed with considerable skill, as they really
appeat to be flying. The cxcellence of these Deogaih
sculptures has strucl every one who has scen them, and, from
this superiority, both in design and in excecution, J would infer
the comparatively eaily dale of the temple It possesses
also four out of the five characteristics of the Gupta style,
which I have already noticed in the earlier examples al
Sanchi, Udaygin, Eran, and Tigowa  But the fifth chaac-
teristic, the Hat roof, has here been changed to a spue
Unfortunately, the spiie of the Deogarh temple has long heen
m ruins; but the lower portion still remains on the east side,
and several specimens of the amaleke fruit, which forms the
special ornament of a Hindu spire, are still lyig about.

There (s no inseription of any kind about this temple, and
not even a single letler, 2 mason’s mark, by which we nught
fix its age. But from the excellence of the sculptine and
the retention of the figures of the Ganges and Jumma
in the #pper corncrs of the doorway, 1 {eel confident that it
must be long previous to all the temples of the Khajurahe
style, which from their inscriptions arc known to belong Lo
ihe 1oth century ' In none of these do the figures ol the
tiver goddesses appear; but in one of the Deogarh fort
temples and in other examples they are found placed at the
bottom of the door-jambs.  As these temples date from
the gth century, the Deogarh temple must belong to some
carlier period, befoie the Ganges and Jumma were 1emoved
from their origmal positions at the upper coiners ol (he
entrance My own impression is that the Deogmh temple
belongs to the 7th century  Tts spire shows (hat it must be
one of the latest examples of the Gupta style; and as some
of the flat-roofed Gupta temples are certainly as late as A 1),
400, and others probably a century later, [ think that (he
Deogarh temple cannot well be placed earlier than AL 1. Goo,
or later than 700

P See Plate XXXV, lora view of Lhe doovway ol the Deogarh tomple,
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THE GUPTA ERA.

In a former attempt which I made to find an approximate date tor the eia
of the Guplas, I was obliged, for want of piecise mfoimation regardimg the
12-year cycle of Jupiter, to make use of the echipse mentioned m the Mo
Copperplate, the date of which, 5th Phalguna sudi, is obviously wiong for the
day of an eclipse, as T then pointed out. Since then I have obtaned more
accuiate mformation about the Vithaspats eycle of 12 years, of which I am
now oble to offer & complele table fiom the beginning of the Christian e1a
down to the end of this century, With this fresh access of information, I
venture once more upon a discussion of the probable date of the Gupta cia,
which has long been one of the most dificult points in Indian Chronology
Its importance was early recogmsed, and the dwcovery of new mscupiions,
showing the vast extent of the Gupta dommions, only added to the geneial
desire to solve the mystery. Trom the biief nobices of the Durdnas, we
knew that the Guyplas possessed ¥ @l the countries along the Ganges to Prayaga
and Sdketa and Bagadha.” But there is not even a luut about then conguest
of Mailwa and Saurishira, which s attested by both mscripuions and comns
The long period of their rule, which lasied for aboul two centwifes in an
unbroken succession from father to son for seven generations, 1s perhaps only
paalelled by that of the BMughal dynasty of Delhi, wluch hegan with Bibar
and ended with Bahidu Shah,

The following list shows the genealogy of the Gupta dynasty in regulam
succession fiom father to son, with all the dates given by thei inscriptions and
coms, Mo coins have yet been found of the fust king Sry Gupla, and no
certain inscriptions of any of the fust three kings, the name of Ghatot Kacha
mn the Tushim Rock Insaiplion being somewhat doublful,

r—Mahiihja SRI GUPTA,
2—Mahaidja GHATOT KACHA,
Gold coins only—
3.—Mahdrijadhirsja CHANDRA GUPTA-I,
Golid eoins only—No inscriptions,
4e—Mahhrijadhndja SAMUDRA GUPTA.
Gold coins only, with titles of Pardkrame and Apraltratha,
Juseriptions . 1—Allahabad Pillar ; 2—Fragment from Mathwa, 3—Eran,
s.—Mahmijadhiraja CHANDRA GUFTA-IL
Gold, silver, and copper cons, with titles of Sy Febrama, Vikyaniiditya, and
Sweha Vikrama,

1
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Iuseriptions . 1—Udayagn, S, 82 ; 2—Séanchi, S. g3; a—Udayagni, without

date.
6.—Maharajadhiiija KUMARA GUPTA.
Gold, stlver, and copper coms, with titles of Sre Mahendra, dfita Mahendra,

NMahendra Sinha.
Inscriptions 1—On two pillats at Dilsar, 5. of; 2—Gathwa, 5. o8; 3—
Bitha statue, S, 126 ; 4— Dihic pullar, date lost, 5—Bitha abelisic.

7.—Mahirigadinrija SKANDA GUPTA,
Gald and silver coins, with the title of Kramdditya, The silver coms give the

dates of S, Ly, 15, 14¢
Tuseriptions : 1—Girmnar Rock, S. 137—138 § 2—Kahaon Pillar, 5, 141, 3—
ludor-khera Coppaiplate, S. 1406,
8 —Mahirjjadhndja BUDHA GUPTA,
Silwew coins only, dated in S, 174 and 1Bo odd.
9.—NARA (yana) GUPTA,

Gold coins enly, with title of Baldchtya.

A compayison of the gold coins of the Gupias with those of the Indo-
Scythian Kig Haze Deo, or Vésu Deva, shows that they must have {ollowed
him very closely. A similai comparison of theh silvel coinage with that of the
Satraps of Sawdshtra, as well as with that of the Balabhi kings, poves
distinetly that the Guptas must have followed the fermer, and have preceded
the latter. Now, we have several dated insciiplions of the Balabhi kinps, the
eauliest bemng that of Dhidva Sinha in 8, zo7, But Dhifiva was the younge
biother of Diona Sinha, who fisst assumed the title of Mahdilja, and the son
of Senapati Bhatdiaka, the founder of the fanmly, The date of Diona Sinha
may therefore be placed about 8. 180, and that of (he fathér, Senapalt Blataraka,
about 5. 153, or coniempolary with the death of Skanda Gupla, [ conclude
accordingly that the dales used n the inscriptions of the Balabli kimgs are
simply a continuation of thase of the paramount Gupta sovereigns, and con-
sequently that they aie 1eckoned in the Gupta eia,

Thee is a passage mn Al Bivant which refeis distinetly to the dates of both
the Balabhis and the Guptas ; but unloitunalely it contamns a statewent which
I find 1t quite impossible to believe,—namely, that the Guopta era and the
Balabhi era weaie both dated fiom the same starling.point.  Ag the text now
stands, Al Biruni states Lhat “the era of Balaba1s later than that of Saka by
241 years,” which we know to be liue.  Dnt hie then goes on to say (hatl “ay Lo
the Gupla-kdl (or e1a of the Guptas), the name was thal of a powerlul and
wicked dynasty, and Ze era which bears thewr name is the cpock of ther ea-
ternunation,  Apparently Balaba followed immediately after the Guplas, for
the era of the Guplas beguns alwo i tiie pear 241 of Sala”

Accoiding 1o this statement the Gupla-kal and the Baledbii-kdl were one
anul the same era, which does not seem at all prahable ; and 1 have no doubt
whatevet that Abu Rihfin was muslaken in tns beliel,  ITe had most probably
heamd that the Balabhis came after the Guplas, and that the era of lhe Bala-
bhis was the date of the extinclion of the Gupla soveicigniy in the Balabin
countiy, Al thus Taccept; but when we find the fuscnptions of the living
Gupta kings and then uibwary chicfs dated in the  (upra-fdl, it 1 qute im
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possible to believe that the Balabhi-fdl, oo eia of theil suceessors, way also
called Gupia-dl, It is quile concevable, however, that the people of Bala-
bly would speak of their own era as beginning from the date when the
Guptas wete expelled, and m this way I would explain how Abu Ribin cane to
Lihieve that the Lwo names belonged to one and Lhe same era.

But whatever may have been the canse of this confusion about the era, there
s 1o doubt aboul his statement 1egarding the extinction of the Gupla power
in Sawdshtia, which he fixes m the Saka year 241, ot A, D319, On this powg
Ins cvidence is quite clear,  ITig othe: stalement, that the Balablus appaiently
followed the Guplas, is confirmed by theil comns and inscripltions; the former
heing much roder and coaiser than the Gupta cuins, and the laiter conbinuimg
the senes of dates which had been mitated by the paramount Gupta kmgs.
It is this adoplion of the Gupla-&dl hy the Balabhis that I suppose may have
led to Al Bieuni's stalement that the Guple-kdl and Balabhi-kdl were identical.
Both dynastics, indeed, made nse of the same era m dating therr insmiptions,
but that cia was the Gupla-kdl, and not the Balabli-kdl, "Tlis conclusion will
become evulent after the detelmination of the Gupta era fratn the date
lurmished by the inscuiptions,

The monumental records of the Guplas themselves are simply dated m
successive yeas of then own era—ilhe Guple-kdl. But heie is a scucs of
four coppeiplaie inscriptions of King Hasiin and lus son Sankshoba, the
pelty chiefs of Uchahaia, each of which presents us with o double dale, one
noling the year of the Gupta c1a, and the other the year ol the rz-year cycle
of Jumter. The dates wineh are writen at full Jength are followed by the
words Gupla i ipa1@jye bhukion, * duting the peaceful sway of the Gupta
kugs” These dates are as follows—

. Rja Hastin="1n the yeat one hundied and filty-six of the enjoyment
of sovoieiguty by the Gupta kings, in the yem Mekd Vmsikha, in the month
of Kartika, on the thitd of the waring woon **?

2. Niije Hasténe—*In the year one lndied and sisty-thtee of the posses.
sion of soveieignty by the Gupta kings, m the yea Mahd dswayiya, in Lhe
meonth ol Chatia, on the second aof the waxing moon.”

3. Reja Hastin— One hundred and ninety-one yeats of the enjoyment of
sovercignty by the Gupta langs having passed, w Lthe year dfald Charlra, on
the thnd day of the waxing moon of the month of AMigha”—at the end
Samvat 191, Mdpha, day 3.

4 Rije Sankshobha— n the year two hundied and mne ol the peaceful
and prosperous e of the Guptas, m the yea Mahd Aswapaja, in the month
of Chaia, the thuteenth day of the waxing moon.”

The prciix of the word AZzka 1o cach of the years m these inscriplions
shows that the reckoning belongs to the Jovian cycle of 1z yems. Thus
Lalla says t—

Magha cha Maghaya yukta Maghiyam cha Guiurgada, Mahi dldgha.

' San Bengal Asialic Saciely’s Jowaal, XXX, page 8, and Aichicological Suivey
ol India, Vol, IX, page 11,
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* When bath the moon and Jupiter ate nthe asterism Magha, on the day of
fall moon of the month Mdigha, then the year 1 called Aahid Miyha”

The names of the yeas were the same as those of the months, and kept
the same oider, but each had ibe ttle of Aleda prefined o i Vailha
LVEIRS

“Each year (chuing which Juptter poifosms a twellth paut af his 1evolution)
has to bear the name of the lunar mansion - which he tises; the years follow
cach othey in the same ovder as the unm months,” !

This cycle 18 of considerable antiquity, as I learn [om the commentary of
Bhattotpdla in the Varlly Sanhita that 1 bas been desciibed by all the
okd asnonomers, Thus Rashiputra says '—

“The followers of Vasishtha, Alri, and Paidsara, make the Jowan eycle of
12 years begin with Pausha and end with Mérgasias,”

Utpala alsoquotes Garga to the elfecl that as each period of 17050l yems
1 equal to 172 Jovian yeais, the names of Aswaywja and Chaha must ench
be ance omutled. The amount of thus correction shows thal (he t2-yem epcle
of Jupiter was intimately connected with the 6o-yeal cycle in which one name
was omutted after every 35th year.

Garga’s words a1e—

Yughm dwidasabdani iatratani Yiihaspat,

Tatia savana Saurdbhyim Savanobde nirudhyate ;
Evam Aswayujam cha eva Chaiiam cha eva Veihaspali,
Samvatsaro nisyate saptalyabda satedhike.

This Buibaspati cyile consists of twelve years ¢
# % ] # *

*Thus Loth Aswaynja and Chaia of Viihaspaty”
*“Are extinguished in a penod of 170 years,”

This conection escaped the notice of both Dawvis and Waven; It the
necessily for it was doly pointed out by Buigess, It is cully slaled hy Vaiiba
Mihira, who makes 172 years of Jupiter equal to 1704 solar yems, on which
account two of Biihaspati's years are to be omtied.

“Saplalyabda Sate ckidasa bhagah panchabhiiadike gate Guiu yulda
Nahshatra Misa Samjna Varsha dwayamadhikam bhavat.””

Practically every eighty-sixth name is expunged, and accordingly the omis-
stons are confined to six names oul of the lwelve ; o1, inothel wouds, the omis-
sions fall only on the alternate names i 1egulu suceession. Thus e six omulled
nanes ae Sivana, Aswaywa, Margasias, Migha, Chaitia, and Jyeshia,
The 1ule for finding the year of the 12-year cycle {5 exactly the same as
that for findmg the year of the 6o-yem eycle according to the Jyolistava
1eckoning.

Ryle~Tind the equivalent year of (he Saka cra, and muliiply it by 22 ;
then add g2yt to the product, and divide (he sum by 1875, Add the quo-

v 1:\ Bribal Sanhutz, banslated by Dr, Kern, Royal Asiatic Spuiety's Jeuinal, N, S5,
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{ient, without fractions, to the Saka date, and divide the sum by 6o, Thi
quolient gives the nuinber of cxpired cycles, and the remamder gives the
number of expired yems of the cycle of 6o, counting from Pralbhava, To
find the year of the 12-year cycle, divide the last 1emainder by 12 ; the quoticnt
gives the number of Jupiter's revolutions completed, and the remamder grves
(he number of yeas expured of the carrent cyele, counting fiom Sriivana
As a specimen of the working, I will take Prinsep’s example .—

To find the cuient year of the fo-year cycle equivalent to the Saka year
1691 (=A. D. 176g)—

I II
1691 X 22 = 37,202 1601
+ e + =22
—1875] 4n493 (22 1713
R 60—

2B+ 33

that 18, 28 cycles and 45 years had expired,! The current yem was theiefore
the 34th of the zgth cycle of the Jyotistana reckoning.

To find the year of the yz-year cycle—
Take 13 the wemabnder

A [2 e

2} g yeais,

PR

that is, 2 revolutions of Jupiter plus ¢ years had expired, The Saka year 1691,
o1 A, D, 1769, was therefore the Zenth year of the rz-year cycle, which,
reckonmg from Mahft Siiivana as the first, gives Mahd Vasdkha, whicly is
coirect according to the complete table of years which will be presently
given,

To apply thie cycle for the determination of the Gupta e, it is ouly
necessary to find all the possible dates on which the yem BMahd Vaisikha, or
156 of the Gupta era, can have fallen, and then to compare each with the
possible dates of the yem 165 of the Gupta era, as fixed by the mention of the
week-day 1n Budha Gupta's mscription.

The first date which I will examime 15 that given by Abn Rihin, who places
the mitial powt of the Gupta era in the Saka yem 241, or A. D, 319. Thas
date has obtamed the shong advocacy of Mr. Fergusson. Bul on calculation
I find that the year 474 A, D. (or 318 + 156 of the Gupta e1a) was Mahi
Philguna, mstead of Mahf Vaisikha, as r1ecorded in Rijs Hastin's mscup-
non I find also that in A, D. 483 (05 318 + 105) the 12th day of Adshidla
sude was a Fiday mstead of a Thuisday, as recmded 1n Budha Gupta’s Pillu

1 See Prinsep's Uscful Tables, p. 28, Prinsep forgot that the year denived hy the
rule iy o completed o1 expiced year, and crroncously gives the gqud of the eycle as the

(nrreid year
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Tnscripuon,  As both ot these test dates e appnsd to Abu Rilidn's stale
ment, I wll now pioceed to search for the date in the mamer which I have
mdicated above,

The approximate date of Samudia Gupta seems to me to be fived within
rallter narow himits by Lwo facts —

rsf —His own mention of the tribute received from the Dadwaputra Shiky,
Shihdn Shithi, which we now know to be the uitles of the Yue-chi Indo-
Scythians, Kamshka, Huvishka, and Visn Deva, and their suceessors, shows
him to have been a contemporary of some prince of this race.

2nd —Put according fo Climese anthority the Vue-chi dwming the paiod
between A. D. 220—280 put their kings to death, and established military
chiefs,

Comparing these two slatements, it wonld appem that Samudia Gupln
must have reigned defbre the Yue-chi had put their kings to deall, or not later
than some time between A. D. 200 and 250, Blis {ather Chandin Gupta 1,
the founder of the Gupta era, as we deduce from the inscriptions, must theje-
fore be placed towaids the end of the sccond century,

The peied of thc Guptas may also be approximately obtained fiom the
date of the inscripuon of Dindva-bhila in S, 447, which is almost colainty
reckoned according to the Gupta era.  Now, Dhrlva-bhiila was 1eigming in
A.D. 641, when Hwen Thsang visited Balabhi, and if we allow a margin ol
3oyecars on each side of G4z as the possible limits of his veign, the initiad
point of the Gupta em would fall between A, D 611—447 = 164, and A. T
671—447 = 224 A. D, 01 between A D, 164 and 22,

Putting the results of these two approximate dates together, it secms po-
bable that the beginning of the Gupta era must have been not very L fiom
A.D. 180 to zc0.

I will now tun to the fom double dates given in the copperplate inserip-
tions of Rija Hastin and his son Sanksheba, These me as follows —

Year 156 of Gupta = Nahd Vaisilha,
wo MWgel = Mahd Aswayuja.
» Iotof ,, = Daht Chama
w o20gof . = Mahd Aswayuja.

The date of 163 of the second msaiption is quite clear in the coppu
phate, but thete can be ne doubt whatever that it is a mistake of the CHD 1Ty
who has wiitlen Skass (60) instead of (Seps) 70, which n Gupla characlers
might easily happen  Fortlunately the misiake does not affect my aigument,
as the dates of the otha three plates aic amply suflicient to establish the fact
that there was no name onutted between Lhe yeas 156 and 2o of the Gupta
era,

llere then we have a continuous serics of 54 years i wepular suceession
without any omitted name.  This 1 best shown m 2 shoit table, whreh wilt

U Mr Panthier, Journal Aswdique, 1830, p 265, and Bepgal Asutle Society's Junraal,
V1, 63
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also serve 1o pove that the date of the second insctiption, 8. 163, is a mistake
for § 173,

Jovian Cyele of 11 3ems Years of (he Gupta era,
t | Mahi Srlvana . 150 171 183 195 207
2 »  Bhidiapada 160 173 18 156 208
3 w o Aswavuls B 161 173 185 197 200*
4 w  Kartika 162 174 186 103
5 »  Mirgasiras N 163 175 187 199
6 » Pausha . . 164 176 188 200
o DMigha . . 165 177 189 201
] ,»  Phiillguna . . 166 178 190 202
9 ,  CHatta. o . 167 179 1o1* 203
16 » VAISARHA . . . 156% 168 180 192 204
11 w  Jyeshtha . . 157 169 18 153 205
12 » Ashadha . .. 138 170 182 194 206

The names fonnd in the mscnipions are printed in capilal lelteis, and the
1ccorded dates of the Gupta era are matked by a star. It will be secn
at a pglance that no name has been omitted between Mahfi Vaisikha m
156 of the Gupta era, and DMahd Aswayuja in 209 of the era. Tlis fact is of
the greatest value for finding the initial pomt of the 13, as the date of i56
15 limiled to the short inteival of 32 years in the beginning of each peliod of
85 yeats. Piactically, theiefole, the yemr 156 can fall only on 2 or 3 years in
cach of the few penods of 85 yems, which cover the latter half of the Gupla
rule, subsequent to the death of Skanda Gupta.

For a compatison with the dates of the Jovian cycle of 12 years, it 15 ne-
cessary to have 1cady ieference to a complele table of the years of that
c¢ycle for the whole peried duing which it 15 possible that the Gupta dales of
these four inscriptions may have fallen, The followmg table has been kindly
calculated for me by my old fiiend, Bipu DevA Séstri, the able Piofessor of
Mathematics in the Benaues Cellege. I have also computed the dates myself
for my own satisfaction, and have extended the table from the begmnng of the
Chiistian eta downto A, D. zooo, as it is probable that other inseriplions may
be found dated in (his era. When a name is omutted, accoiding to rule
thete is o blanlk, DMah& Sidvana s the 1st year of the rz-year cycle,
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YEARS A. D,

0OF

The rz-Year Cycle of Fupiter.
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i d el EL L bE] g
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———

} M. Jyeshiz.
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To apply this table to the ascertammeng of the Gupta era, i 18 necessary to
determine, fitst, which of the several yems of Mahd Vaisikha could possibly
agree with the year 156 of the Gupta eta.  Now, by the fust lable of the cm-
respondence of Gupta years with the yeais of the 1z-yeat cyele which T maude
out fiom the mscriptions, 1t will be scen that there 18 a continnons seties ol 54
vears, from 156 10 zog, of the Gupta cra, without the omission of & gimgle nune
of the Jovian eycle, Tiom tlus we learn that the year 156 ol the Gupla ela
must have preceded some one of the seveial paiods 1 which the Jovian names
were omilled by at least 54 yems.

In the table of the Jovian years which Ihave just given, 1L will be scen that
duing the probable petiod in wlich the year 156 of the Gupta era can pos-
sibly fall, say [rom A, D. 150 10 500, there weie only four omissions in the
snccession of years,—namely, m A, D 225, 1 310,10 495, and w 430, These
fout dates melude three penods of 8g years each, duung some one of which
the Gupta year 156 must certainly have fallen.  But the long unbioken serics
of 54 yems, which must be deducted hom the later imit of each petiod of 85
years, actually restiicts the possibie dates to two or three in each penod.

I ihe fusi period between A. D. 225 (0 310, (he latest Mahd Aswayuja is
A D. o4, fiom which deducting 53 we get A. D. 251 as the latest Mald Vaisi-
kha, pieceding which m this penod the ouly other Vasfikha dates ave ALIY
227 and 239, Deducung 155 fiom each of these dales, the yen 1 of the
Gupta era would have fallen m A. D. 71 a1 83, o1 95, all of which may be
givel up as being too eatly.

In the second period friom A. D. 310 to 393, the latest Mald Aswayuja is
A. D. 387, and conscquently the latest possible Mahi Vasdllia ts A, 1) 387~
53=334, which 15 preceded by only two other dates, jroand 322, all of wlsch
[ will now proceed to examine

w2—1E A. D 370 be the Gupla year 156, then the mital year of the cra
will be 310 — 155 = 155 A D, and the year 165 of the Gupla @a will [all m
AD 3r9. Bul in this year the 12th day of Ashidha sudi i/ uot fall on a
‘Thwsday, as siatedt i Budha Gupta’s Tl Tosaiption.

and —IT A D 322 be taken as the Gupta year 1356, then the fus) yem of
the ctawill be 322 — 155 = 167 A. D, and the yeu 165 of the Gupta o
will fall in A.D. 331, in which yeum the 13th of Ashidha sudi n/ actually fall
on o Thusday

31@—1 we take 334, we shallfind 1tbaiied, as i the first case, by the non-
afrrecment of the week-day of the year 165 of the Gupta era,

In dhe next group of 85 years, fiom 395 10 480, the lajes; Malid Aswayuja
date is A, D. 407, and consequently the latest possible Mahg Vaisikl date will
be A.1). 470 — 53 = 417, which is preceded by only one other date, ez, AL
405, T will now test these two dates.

1sh = Taking A, D 405 as the equivalent of the Gupta year 156, we got
405 — 155 = 250 A, 1) as the fist year of the era, and 41y A D, as the yeu
165, But this date is barved by the [aey that in A Darathe r2th of Ashi-
dha sudi oid wot /uil on w Thwgday,
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2nd —IE we lake the later date A.D. 417 as the year 156 of the Gupla aia,
then the st year of the era will fall in 417 — 155 =262 A, D,, and the yea
165 in A, D. 426 in which yeau the 12th of Ashidha sedi did fal? onn a Thuys-
day.

It 15 needless to try the next gronp of 85 years, asthe only possible Mahd
Vaisikha dates would fall in A. D. 483 and s5oo, which would place the first
yeu of the esa in A. D. 333 or 345, hoth of which are certamly too late,

When I submitted these iesulls to my learned fiiend Bipu Deva, he pomted
ont that the 12th of Ashddba sudiin A. D 331 was a Friday, and not a Thuis-
day. Butitis so only by the reckoning of the Swrya Stddkdnia, which 1
have purposely rejected i dealing with these Gupta dates, as Variha Mihira,
the author of the Swya Siddhénta, lived at least two cenluries later than Budha
Gupta ; so that it is quite Impossible that his cortected tables could have been
uged in computmg the calendar of the Gupta peilod. My calculations have
been niade from the tables of the Arya Siddhinta of Arya-dlaita, according
to which the 1zth of Ashdha sadi n A, D. 331 was actually a Thursday. I
am of cowse aware that Aiya-bhatta is also later than Dudha Gupla, but as
his length of the year differs from that of his predecessor Pardsma by hule
moie than half a2 second, the adoption of Aiya-bhatta’s tables will not affect
the week-day. The case i3 different with Vamdha Mihua, as his year is consi-
derably longer than that of Parfsara and Aiya-bhatta, This difference was
duly noniced by James Punsep, who remaiks that ** Warren’s Kala Sankdlita
gives Lhe beginning of the Hindu solar year invaiably one day earlier than the
reckoning followed m the tables of the Sudder Dewinec. This anises fiom
his using the Tamil year of the Arya Siddhiinia, while (he Surya Siddhdnta is
used in Bengal.” !

In A.D. 131 the Hindu Iuni solar year began on the 23rd Febiuary, accord-
ing to Cowaspt Patell, who thioughout s chionology has used the tables of
{he Aiya Siddhdnta.? In this year the month of Bhddipada was mtercalay;
but as thes month is later than Ashédha, the date will nol be affecled by the
intercalation. Now, the 12th of Ashddha sudi is the rorst day of the Eindu
Juni solar year ; and as the 231d of Febinary was o Tuesday, the 1018t was o
Thursday in A, D. 331, according to Aiya-bhatta’s tables. DBut according (o0
Variha Mihira the Hindu huni solar year began ene day later—on the 24th
Febiuary, and consequently the ro1st day would be Fiiday, 4th June.

The 1esult of s examination 1s, that there me only two possible dates for
the commencetment of the Gupla era which fulfil the conditions of the two
tests which 1 have applied,—namely, A, D 167 and A, D 262, We have ac-
cordingly to choose between these two dates that which agrees Dest with some
of the olher condutions,

By the fitst date the penod of Samudia Gupta, the son of Chandia Gupla
I, the founder of the era, would fall between the yems 200 and 230 A D,
which agiees with the fact thal he was a contempotary of the Devapuira
Shahi, Shakan Shaki, 0 the king of the Gieal Yue-chi Indo-Scythians.

1 Uscful Tables, 42, Nute, 2 Cowaspi Pulell 5 Chronology.
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By this earlier period also the date of Dhifiva-bhila would fall in 1664 447
=613 A D, o1 Just 28 yeus before Hwen Thsang's visit to Balabhi in 641
durmg his reign.

Taking the later date of A D, 262, the period of Samudia Gupta would
fall about A. I. 290 to 330, which would place him some considerable time
after the Great Yue-chi had already got 1id of then kings, and had established
military chiefs (? Satraps).

Tlus later period alsa would fix the date of Dhnfiva-bhita in 261 +447=
708 A. D., o1 just 68 years afler Hwen Thsang's visit, which ts much too long
a period for the 1eign of a single king.

For these 1easons I much picfa the calier date of A. D. 167 as the first
year of the Gupta eia. This emlier date also is attended by a comcidence
which seems to offer o very sirong confumation of its accwacy. This is the
conespondence in ume of the death of Skanda Gupta with the foundation of the
Balabhi era, His latest inscription is dated in 8. 146, or A, D, 312, uccord-
mg Lo the eatlier mitial point which I have adopted. DBut one of his silver
coms in my cabinet is dated three ycais later, or in § 149, 01 A.D 315, which
is within four years of the establishment of the Balabln eia. Iihink it very
probable, therefore, that the founcation of this era may have been broughi
about by the oppoitunity of Skanda Gupta's death, This would agiee very
well with the statement of Abu Rihdn, that the fall of the Guplas conespended
with the establishment of the Balabhi era.

1 will close this discugsion wilh a chionological list of the Gupta dynasty
and some of their successms, with the dales given by theli insciiptions and
coms according to tlus new initizl pont of the Gupla eia,

Ralabhi| Gupta
cra, Lra, AD

100 | Sri Gupta.
133 | Ghaetot IRacha.

o | 106 | Chandra Gupta I,
34 | 200 | Samudra Gupta.

€4 | 230 | Chandra Gupta II. . . .| 8.8, 03.
04 | =z0o | Kumara Gupta . . . . .|8 96 to 130
170 266 | Skanda Gupta . .+ . . . [5. 138 to 40
I 155 | 319 [ (P Deva Gupta) . . . . Balabhn era eslablished.
8 160 | 326 | Budha Gupta . . . . .|8 163-174, 180, odd,
18 190 | 356 | Toramana i Malva . . . [Coms 5. 52, 53.

(Balabhu)

183 | 310 | Senapati Bhataraka,
175 | 241 [ Senapati Sridhara Sena,
180 | 346 | Mahiirlju Drona Smha,
200 | 360 w . Dhruva Sena . .| 8. 207 216,

Mi. Fleet has published two ancient insaiptions of the Kadamba Rijas
of Banawis in the Dakhin, which are apparently dated 1 this 12-year cycle of
Jupiter,  Both msciiptions are of Rija Miigesa, the cailit one being dated
m the year Panska, which 15 said to be the thitd year of his 1eign, and the
later one m the yem Vawdhhe, which is said to be the eighth year of Iy
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reignt!  From these two slalements we learn thal the thivd year of his reign
must have begun in Mahi Mditgasitas, as shown Ly the succession of the
names of the years as follows .—

Maha Maha Maha Maha Maha  Maha
Margasiras x Passha x Magla 4 Phalguna 4 Chatra » Vasakha

i} R I I

[ I ! ! [ |
gid year,  gth ycar.  5th year. Gth year, 7ih year. 8th year.

IHere unfortunately theie is nothing to fiv the date beyond the fact that
Letween the years named Mahi Pausha and Mahi Vasikha there watno name
omitled.  But T tunl: that somethimg mway pcrbaps be gamed from the
insciiptions to assist in Ainding an appioamate date

Sie Aathwr Plhayee has pnblished a Buimese mseiiption fiom Pughn, which
appeats lo me to be dated in the 12-yem cycle of Jupiler, as well as in the
common e1a in use in Burma. It openy with the date thus—In the & 551,
the Tharawar year,” ‘Thatawan is the Buumese pronunciation of \Srdvana,
But the year 551, ot A. D, 1189, was Mahd Jyeshtha, If we might read 533,
or A D. 1191, then the year would cortespond with the Indian year of Mahd
Siftvana.

I have quoted these examples from Banawdsi in the Dakhin, and Pugin
in Bwma, to show how widely-spriead was the wse of the cycles of Jupiter
in ancient times.

P, 5.—S8ince wiling his discussion on the probable date of the Gupla
era, a very intetesting chscovery has Dbeen made, which seems to me to
sticngthen, even if it does nol confirm, my agument. Al Sultangan) on the
Ganges, opposie the Jikugira rock, there are some extensive biick ruins from
amongst which a few years ago Mi. Iarns extracted a colossal copper
statue of Duddha, On one side of this excavation there is a large moaund of
solid brick-work, whielt looked so like a ruined Buddhist stiipa that T al once
began 1ts explowation.  The work was cartred on by Mr. Beglar down to the
watei-level, just above which he found the 1elic chamber, contaming a piece
of bone along with the “ seven precions things " of the Duddhists: Gold, Silver,
Crystal, Ruby, Sapphire, Emeiald, and Jacinth, With thege there were two
silver ceins wlneh prove that the stiipa must have heen erccted during the
time of Chandia Gupta 1. One of these coms belongs to the Jjass Satrap of
Samashtra, and the othet to Chandra Gupia himself, the conqueror of
Sauragshira. Now thaie are seveial coins of this Satrap, Swimi Rudra Sena,
the son of Swimi Satya Sena, dated in the yem 300 of some era, and T possess
one dated in 3o4. If we take the cra to be that of Vikramiditya, then the
cowns will be 1eferred to the vears 243 and 237 A. . Compaing these dates
with those of the Lwo inscriptions of Chandia Gupla, 5. 82 and 5. 83, 01 A, D.
248 and 259, according to my 1eckonng of the Gupta eia, we see that the two

Undian Antiquary, V1, 25, and Vil, 23,
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kings whose coins were thos [ound iogether were aclually contemporaiies ;
while Chandia Gupla, the congueror of Samashua, takes us natwal positon
as the wmedntte successol ol the Zass Satap of Sawashtia. The coin of
Chandia Gupta has Ius head on the ebverse, with a peacock standing full
frant wule expanded wwgs, and the legand Porama dhagdvaia dMahdo idpddhi-
rdp St Chandra Gupte Tihvamdldelya,
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