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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
HEADQUARTERS, JOINT TASK FORCE GUANTANAMO

U.S. NAVAL STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA
APO AE 09360

JTF GTMO-CDR 5 June 2007

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, United States Southern Command, 3511 NW 9lst Avenue,
Miami ,  FL33172.

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Continued Detention Under DoD Control (CD) for
Guantanamo Detainee, ISN: US9SA-000516DP (S)

JTF GTMO Detainee Assessment

1. (S//NF) Personal Information:

o JDIMSAIDRC Reference Name: Ranam Abdul Rahman
Ghanim al-Harbi
o Aliases and Current/True Name: Ghanim Abd al-Rahman
Ghanim al-Huwaymadi al-Har. Abu Shehin" al-Fatah al-Sharki.
Abu al-Shahid. Gharib. Ghalem
o Place of Birth: Al-Khobar. Saudi Arabia (SA)
o Date of Birth: 13 March 1974
o Citizenship: Saudi Arabia
r Internment Serial Number (ISN): US9SA-000516DP

2. (U//FOUO) Health: Detainee is in good health.

3. (U) JTF GTMO Assessment:

^. (S) Recommendation: JTF GTMO recommends this detainee for Continued Detention
Under DoD Control (CD). JTF GTMO previously assessed detainee as Continued Detention
Under DoD Control (CD) onI2May 2006.

b. (S//NF) Executive Summary: Detdinee is an al-Qaida member who traveled to
Afghanistan (AF) twice for militant training prior to his capture in 2001. He has affiliations
with known and suspected al-Qaida facilitators and operatives. Detainee is on the Saudi
Ministry of Interior General Directorate of Investigations (Mabahith) list of high priority
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detainees. Detainee was possibly part of a group of fighters led out of Tora Bora under the
direction of al-Qaida commander, Ali Muhammad Abdul AzizaI-Fa\<hri, aka (Ibn al-Shaykh
al-Libi), US9LY-000212DP (LY-212). Detainee has reportedly talked of retuming to
jihadist activities if released from JTF-GTMO. JTF GTMO determined this detainee to be:

o A HIGH risk, as he is likely to pose atlueat to the US, its interests and allies
o d LOW threat from a detention perspective
o Of MEDIUM intelligence value

c. (S//NF) Summary of Changes: The following outlines changes to detainee's
assessment since the last JTF-GTMO recommendation.

. Updated capture information

. Added information about afatwa (religious ruling or edict) that detainee issued
against the US, and information about his jihadist statements since his arrival at JTF-
GTMO

4. (U) Detainee's Account of Events:

The following section is based, unless otherwise indicated, on detainee's own account.
These statements are included without consideration of veracity, accuracy, or reliability.

a. (S) Prior History: Detainee graduated from al-Imam University with a bachelor's
degree in religious education in 1997. He taught religious studies at the Khabab Ibn al-
Muthor elementary school in Dammam, SA. Detainee quit after seven months citing poor
pay. Detainee then became a security administrator at King Fahd Airport, approximately 40
km outside of Dammam. Detainee worked for six months in 1999 at the public relations
department of a European-based company in Dammam. Detainee's responsibilities at the
company involved ensuring all of the company's foreign national employees were registered
with the Saudi govemment. Detainee then worked at his father's car dealership.' During the
summer of 2000, detainee worked in a probationary status in the accounting office of the
International Islamic Relief Organization (IIRO), monitoring and reporting on monetary
donations to the IIRO. Detainee claimed he quit working for the IIRO due to boredom and
the uncertainty of full-time employment.'

' IIR 6 034 0925 02
' IIR 4 201 2530 04 (Para 3-7), Analyst Note: The IIRO is a National Intelligence Priorities Framework (NIPF)
priority 18 counterterrorism target, which is defined as an organization that has demonstrated sustained and active
support for terrorist organizations willing to attack US persons or interests.
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b. (S) Recruitment and Travel: Detainee had two cousins and a brother who took up arms
against the Iraqis during the first Gulf War. He claimed they were taken prisoner and never
seen again. This experience, coupled with the killing of innocent, defenseless Kuwaitis,
inspired detainee to seek military training. Detainee stated that it was his duty, based on the
teachings of Islam, to prepare for the possibility of war. Detainee spoke with Shaykh Saleh
al-Thakir at the al-Hadia Mosque regarding military training. Another imam named al-
Maliki assisted with detainee's travel arrangements to Afghanistan and referred detainee to
Abu Muad. In July 200I, detainee traveled from Dammam to Lahore, Pakistan (PK), via
Manama, Bahrain (BA). Once in Lahore, detainee contacted and met two Pakistani
individuals named Uthman and Amjed. Later that week, Uthman drove detainee to the
airport so he could travel on to Quetta, PK. At the Quetta airport an unidentified Afghan
picked him up and escorted him to his house, and the next day drove the detainee along with
four other Afghans to the Pakistan-Afghanistan border. The Afghan took everyone's
passports at the border crossing and accompanied a Pakistani soldier into the office. The
Afghan retumed 30 minutes later, and everyone continued across the border to Kandahar,
AF. The passports were returned while en route to Zubayr al-Haili's guesthouse in the Hajji
Habash neighborhood across from an Islamic Institute. Al-Haili questioned the detainee at
length, tried to convince the detainee to move to Afghanistan, and requested detainee
relinquish his passport, but detainee refused. Detainee traveled to the al-Faruq Training
Camp the following day.'

c. (U) Training and Activities: Detainee attended al-Faruq Training Camp from July
through 4 September 2001. Abd al-Quddus, the al-Faruq camp director, addressed the newly
arrived students. On 15 August 200I, Usama Bin Laden (UBL) gave a speech at the camp.
Detainee and seven others chose not to attend this speech to avoid any problems when they
retumed to Saudi Arabia. While traveling to Kabul, AF, detainee heard that Northern
Alliance (NA) leader Ahmad Shah Massoud was killed.- Detainee next heard about the 11
September 2001 attacks on the radio, and heard that Arabs could not go to Quetta for fear of
being arrested. The only way detainee could leave Afghanistan was through Khowst and
Jalalabad, AF. Detainee decided to head for Jalalabad via Kabul. Detainee stayed in Kabul
with a childhood friend, Zaid Mohammed Abdullah al-Bakir, aka (Abu Assem), for
approximately one month. Then Kabul fell,s the Taliban fled, and the NA forces entered the
city. An individual named Abu Assem made arrangements with Zebwali, an Afghan guide,
to take detainee to Pakistan. The guide and detainee traveled from Kabul to Jalalabad staying
in a guesthouse until they moved on to Khojiani, AF. On 17 November 2001, Zebwali
escorted detainee to Tora Bora, where detainee joined a group of approximately 65

'  000516 302 03-MAY-2002, IIR 2 340 6383 02
o 0005 t 6 302 03-MAY -2002, Analyst Note: Massoud was assassinated on 9 September 2001 .
5 Analyst Note: Kabul fell on 13 November 2001 and Jalalabad fell on 14 November 2001.

3

S E C R E T // NOFORN I I 20320605



S E C R E T //NOFORN / / 20320605

JTF GTMO-CDR
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Continued Detention Under DoD Control (CD) for
Guantanamo Detainee, ISN: US9SA-000516DP (S)

individuals. Detainee remained in the Tora Bora Mountains durins the entire month of
Ramadan.6

5. (U) Capture Information:

^. (S/A{F) On 17 December 2001, a gloup of 60-70 fighters, which LY-212 had arranged to
be led out of Afghanistan into Pakistan,' was caught in a bombing raid while attempting to
reach the Pakistani border. Detainee reported that approximately 40 members of the group
were killed, and detainee and 17 others were wounded. The group remained in an
unidentified valley for three days, before being picked up by a group of Afghans and
transported to an unidentified hospital. Detainee spent 45 days in the hospital. The NA
transferred detainee to US custody in Bagram, AF,s in approximately February 2002.e

b. (S) Property Held:

o 1 book
o I silver ring

c. (S) Transferred to JTF GTMO: 3 May 2002

d. (S//NF) Reasons for Transfer to JTF GTMO: To provide information on the
following:

o Al-Faruq Training Camp in Kandahar, AF
. Al-Qaida and Taliban recruiter and travel facilitator Abu Muath al-Jiddawi
r Route of ingress and egress to and from Afghanistan

6. (S//NF) Evaluation of Detainee's Account: Detainee's statements concerning his
attendance at al-Faruq are plausible; however, reporting shows this was his second trip to al-
Faruq and not his first. It is assessed that detainee has closer connections to al-Qaida than he has
admitted.

7. (U) Detainee Threat:

' 000516 302 03-May-2002, Analyst Note: Ramadan was from 17 November thru 16 December 2001.
' TD-3t4114605-04
t ooo5t6 302 o3-MAY-2002
n 000516 Inirial Screenine 02-Feb-2002
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^. (S) Assessment: It is assessed the detainee poses a HIGH risk, as he is likely to pose a
threat to the US. its interests and allies.

b. (S//NF) Reasons for Continued Detention: Detainee is a member of al-Qaida who
traveled twice to Afghanistan for militant training prior to his capture in late 2001, Detainee
is on Mabahith's list of high-priority detainees. He has affiliations with known and
suspected al-Qaida facilitators and operatives. Detainee was probably part of a group of
fighters sent out of Tora Bora by al-Qaida commander,LY-212. Detainee has reportedly
talked of returning to jihadist activities if released from JTF-GTMO.

o (S/A{F) Detainee is a member of al-Qaida who traveled to Afghanistan twice,
receiving militant training on both occasions.

o (S/A{F) Senior al-Qaida operative Walid bin Attash, aka (Khallad), aka (Silver),
ISN US9YM-010014DP (YM-l0014), recognized detainee as an al-Qaida member,
and stated that detainee had received training at al-Faruq in 2000. Khallad further
reported that he saw the detainee, whom he remembered by the aliases Abu Ghanim
and Gharib, on multiple occasions prior to the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks.l0
(Analyst Note: Khallad stated that he did not know the extent of detainee's
participation in al-Qaida.)
o (S) Detainee admitted attending al-Faruq training camp from July through 4
September 2001. He also admitted residing in the Zubayr Guesthouse.rr (Analyst
Note: Known al-Qaida operative Zubayr al-Haili operated this guesthouse, which
was also known as the al-Nibras Guesthouse. The guesthouse served as a way point
for recruits traveling to or from training at al-Faruq.)

o (S/AIF) Detainee has affiliations with known and suspected al-Qaida operatives.
o (U) In 1997 , the Saudi Govemment questioned detainee regarding his association
with Suhail al-Suheli. Detainee's phone number was recovered in Suheli's pocket
litter. Detainee claimed to only have met Suheli two months prior to being
questioned.l2

. (S/AIF) Suheli is assessed to be al-Qaida member Suhail Jasem al-Sahli, aka
(Abu Shahid al-Sharqi), aka (Yasin al-Bahr). Suheli was a veteran of the Afghan,
Bosnian, and Chechen jihads who was listed on a jihadist website as having been
killed serving as an al-Qaida foreign fighter in Iraq in 2003.'' (Analyst Note: It
is unknown where detainee met Suheli; however, detainee and Suheli were from
the same town in Saudi Arabia.)

t0 to-3 t+/55237-05 (Para 4.B), TD-314136t78-04 (Para 7)
" IIR 6 034 0925 02, IIR 6 034 0669 02
tt ooo5 r6 302 2o-Jur-2002
" 000516 FBIS 21-APR-2005. number I 13
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o (S/AID Detainee's name and alias were found in the possession of al-Qaida
operative Umar Faruq al-Kuwaiti, ISN US9KU-001206DP (previously detained in
Bagram). The name was associated with the Dammam-based phone number
96638204801.14 Detainee denied knowing Umar Faruq.15

. (S/AIF) Umar Faruq al-Kuwaiti is an al-Qaida operative who worked mainly
in Southeast Asia until his capture in Indonesiain2002. He had been in Khalden
camp in Afghanistan prior to his travel to Southeast Asia, and had planned to
return to his native Kuwait to attack the US Embassy. Faruq escaped from
Bagram Detention Facilities in July 2005.t6

o (S) With the assistance of Abu Muad, detainee traveled from Dammam, to
Lahore, via Bahrain.lT

. (S/AIF) Abu Muad is assessed to be the well-known al-Qaida operative Abu
Muad al-Jiddawi. Al-Jiddawi was a key UBL associate and facilitator, and was
believed to have been involved in al-Qaida operational planning. Al-Jiddawi
facilitated the travel to Afghanistan of several other JTF-GTMO detainees, and he
was known as the primary al-Qaida facilitator to be contacted to get to
Afghanistan.r8 According to.^Khallad, al-Jiddawi provided logistic support to the
al-Qaida network in Yemen.'' Sharqawi Abdu Ali al-Hajj, aka ("Riyadh the
Facilitator"), ISN PK9YM-001457DP (YM-1457), stated that he had sent money
to al-Jiddawi after the 11 September 2001 attacks for al-Jiddawi to forward on to
an al-Qaida operative in Mogadishu, Somaliu.to lAnalyst Note: The participation
of al-Jiddawi in detainee's facilitation shows a firm connection to al-Qaida.
Yemeni authorities arrested al-Jiddawi in February 2002.21)

o (S/AfF) Detainee met facilitators Uthman and Amjed in Lahore, and they assisted
detainee's travel to Quetta.22 

-

. (S/A{F) YM-1457 stated he had a Pakistani associate named Amjed al-
Pakistani, aka (Faez), aka (Uthman), from Hyderabad, PK, who assisted YM-
1457 infacilitating travel for mujahideen going to Afghanistan.23 Bashir Nasir
Ali al-Marwalah, ISN US9YM-00837DP. also identified a Pakistani travel

'o TD-314121294-02
tt 0005 l6 302 20-Jur-2002, 0005 l6 sIR 10-AUG-2006
' 6 TD-3 | 4 t28932-02, s-4J2-24 | 0-0262-0 5
'' 0005 r 6 302 03-MAY-2002. ilR 2 340 6383 02
18 Analyst Note: These include Ali Muhammad Nasir Muhammad Said, ISN US9SA-000172DP (YM-172) (see IIR
6 034 0136 05); Haji Hajjaj Awwad al-Hajjaji al-Silmi, ISN US9SA-000245DP (SA-245) (see IIR 6 034 0154 02);
and Zlbn Thahir Zibn al-Fadhili al-Shammari, ISN US9SA-000647DP (5A-647) (see TD-314109521-02).
tt TD-3r4/227ri-04
'o ro4r+r02585-03
2' TD-314/08915-02
" ooos r 6 302 03 -MAY -2002
" o0r4s7 sIR 07-ocr-2004, IIR 6 034 0042 05

6

S E C R E T // NOFORN I I 20320605



s E c R E T // NOFORN I | 20320605

JTF GTMO-CDR
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Continued Detention Under DoD Control (CD) for
Guantanamo Detainee, ISN: US9SA-000516DP (S)

facilitator named Amjed, who assisted YM-837's travel to Quetta.2a (Analyst
Note: Although not conclusive, the participation of one of YM-1457's associates
in detainee's travel indicates a connection to al-Qaida.)

o (S/A{F) Prior to a Saudi delegation visit to JTF-GTMO in2002, the Saudi
government provided information on37 detainees whom they designated as high-priority.
Detainee was listed as number 19 on that list.25

o (S) Detainee was arrested in Saudi Arabia in 1998 for involvement in protests
against the Saudi government and placed on a travel restriction list on 23 November
lggg.26

. (S/AIF) The Saudi government reported that detainee traveled from Saudi
Arabia to Bahrain on 3 i May 1997 andreturned on 2 January lgg8.27 Detainee
admitted that he had traveled to the Gulf States and to Pakistan.2s

o (S/A{F) Detainee is assessed to be part of a group of fighters sent out of Tora Bora by
al-Qaida commande r LY -212.

o (U) On 17 November 2001, an Afghan guide named Zebwali escorted detainee to
Tora Bora, where detainee joined a group of approximately 65 individuals. Detainee
remained in the Tora Bora Mountains until mid-December. Detainee reported that as
his group headed for the Pakistani border, the groups fell under a Coalition bombing
attack, resulting in approximately 40 members of the group killed, and detainee and
17 others wounded."

. (S/A{F) Detainee's account matches LY-212's claim thatLY-212 instructed
Afghan guides to take a group of approximately 60-70 fighters out of Tora Bora
to Pakistan. LY-212 stated that the grouq was hit by a bombing attack the first
night after the group departed Tora Bora.'"

o (S/AIF) Arkan Muhammad Ghafil al-Karim, ISN US9IZ-000653DP, (12-653), a
member of UBL's 55th Arab Brigade, identified detainee from a photo book as being
among a group of Arabs that had been at Tora Bora, but were captured by NA forces
and taken to an Afghan prison in Kabul. IZ-653 stated that detainee was among
individuals who attempted to hide.foreign currency in their shoes, clothing, and legs
of their beds in the Kabul prison.''

'o IIR 6 034 0234 03
" TD -3 1 4-27 5 43 -02, letter A
'u IIR 6 034 0669 02
" TD-314r27543-02 (#A)
" ooo5 16 302 2o-Iur-2002
" ooo5r6 302 o3-MAY-2002
to TD-3t4r14605-04
" > IIR 6034 133203
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o (U//FOUO) Abdul Majid Muhammed, US9IR-000555DP (IR-555, transferred),
reported detainee had issued afatwa against the US, and talked of returning to jihadist
activities against the US if he is released."

c. (U//FOUO) Detainee's Conduct: The detainee is assessed as a LOW threat from a
detention perspective. The detainee's overall behavior has been compliant and non-hostile to
the guard force and staff. The detainee currently has seven Reports of Disciplinary Infraction
listed in DIMS, with the most recent incident occurring on 20 March 2007, when turned in
his towel with writing on it. Other incidents for which the detainee has been disciplined
include damage to government property, and failure to follow instructions and camp rules.
The detainee has no Reports of Disciplinary Infractions for assault. Detainee had no Reports
of Disciplinary Infraction in 2006, and six reports so far in2007.

8. (U) Detainee Intelligence Value Assessment:

^. (S) Assessment: JTF GTMO determined this detainee is of MEDIUM intelligence
value. Detainee's most recent interrosation session occurred on 16 March 2007.

b. (S//NF) Placement and Access: Detainee is reported to have been at al-Faruq in 2000,
and has admitted to attending al-Faruq and residing in an al-Qaida associated guesthouse in
2001. Detainee was in Tora Bora during the entire month of Ramadan in 2001. Detainee
worked approximately three months in 2000 for the IIRO. Detainee's name and phone
number were found in the pocket litter of a known al-Qaida operative.

c. (S//NF) Intelligence Assessment: Detainee's multiple trips to Afghanistan for militant
training indicate he was probably a more experienced fighter than the average mujahid.
Detainee likely has information on personalities and logistics at al-Faruq and Tora Bora.
Detainee should be able to provide additional information on facilitators involved in the
movement of al-Qaida members, to possibly include Abu Muad al-Jiddawi. Detainee's
affiliation with suspected al-Qaida operative Umar Faruq, who remains at large, requires
further investigation, and any information detainee could provide on Faruq would be of
substantial intelligence value.

d. (S//NF) Areas of Potential Exploitation:

o Al-Qaida training camps, finances, logistics, and operatives
o Umar Faruq
o Al-Qaida facilitators and recruiters
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o Movement of insurgent and terrorist funds
o Terrorist and foreign fighters-movement and logistics

9. (S) EC Status: Detainee's enemy combatant status was reassessed on 31 August 2004, and
he remains an enemy combatant.

7tu/,4W
MARK H. BUZBY I-/
Rear Admiral, US Navy
Commanding

. 
Definitions for intelligence terms used in the assessment can be found in the Joint Military Intelligence College

October 2001 guide Intelligence Warning Terminologt.

9

S E C R E T // NOFORN I I 20320605


