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PRET A CE.

——e

Tae OUTSKIRTS OF LONDON, in almost all directions, are rich
in historical and biographical reminiscences. The Northern
suburbs are amongst the most affluent in this respect.
Before the aristocratic class acquired the tendency to spread
itselt over the flats of the West, the City itself and the hills
which arose on its northern confines were the chosen abodes
of its nobles and wealthy merchants. Hampstead and High-
gate bear even to-day, amid all the changes of the last two
centuries, the traces of this former predilection of the afluent
dwellers in and frequenters of the metropolis ;- and Islington,
if possessing fewer of the residences of the nobles of secular
rank, is still more abounding in the memories of thé intel-
lectual heads of society. Its easy approach at all times from
the City had made it at once the resort and the”abode of a
great number and a great variety of those who lived and
worked there. These facts being pressed on my attention
by my own residencé for some years on these ¢ Northern
Heights of London,” have led me to the attempt to bring the

. ' . e . . -
most prominent of the historic incidents and characters into
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one connected view, freed from much of the mere topographi-
)cal matter which, in the local records, envelopes them. In
fact, my intention has been to intzoduce them to the public
as a third series of my ¢ Visits to Remarkable Places.’

In carrying out this plan I have, of course, availed myself
of all existing authorities within reach, local and general;
and therefore, to prevent thé necessity of continual reference,
here state that T have made as free use of the local historians
ag of the national ones, as they have made of those who went
before them. I have drawn from Maitland, Norden, Stow,
Park, Prickett, Nelson, Lewes, Tomlin, Lysons, etc., what
was necessary for my purpose. Besides these sources, those
of private societies and individuals have been very kindly
opened to me, To many ge'ntlemen, and ladies too, of the in-
cluded neighbourhoods, I beg to express my grateful sense of
the ready kindness with which they have responded to my en-
quiries, and by which they have so greatly enriched the con-
tents of this volume. To John E. Gardner, Esq., of St. John’s
Wood Park, I must, in a more particular manner, express my
thanks for the great trouble he has taken in searching out
and selecting subjects of illustration from bis most magni-
ficent collection of original drawings, old and new prints,
and photographs of the most remarkable buildings, past and
present, views of streets and localities, customs and characters,
of London and its neighbourhood. The use made of this
most liberal and friendly opportunity will be seen in the list

of the illustrations of this volume.



PREFACE. . 0

. After all,. there must be many imperfections and little in-
accwracies in o first impression of a work of this nature.
The Ioca,l memories of ﬂiimgs and perso{as on the 6uﬂyi-ng
shores of sucﬁ a vast ocean of life as London, fade out of the
general mind wi'_th. a rapidity only equalled by that of the
-.spread"of population into the suburbs, and the consequent
metamorphioses of their surface, By any correction of such
accidental errors, and by any information caleulated to render
this work more valuable to the public, I need scarcely say
that I shall be greatly obliged.

Esurr, Surney, February, 1869
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THE OLD CHURCH.

i’-‘rnm Park's ¢ History of Hampstead.’)

THE MANOR OF HAMPSTEAD.

TaE first grant of this manor purports to be from the Crown
under Edgar the Peaceable in 978 to his minister Mangoda.
Unfortunately, Edgar the Peaceable died in 975, that is,
three years before the date of this grant said to be made by
him, This looks very like a forgery on the part of the monks
of Westminster, to whom the manor was granted after the
death of Mangoda, who it seems had no heirs, and allowed
it to lapse again to the Crown. If the grant of Mangoda
was a forgery by the monks of Westminster, it must have
been a very clumsy and needless one, for as it did not at all
affect the title, which was a subsequent grant, not from
Mangoda, but from the king, the monks could have no
motive for such a forgery. The real cause of the ana-
chronism of the date was, probably, an error in the copying
the 9, 8, or 8, which are figures so often confounded. Thisis
much more likely than that the monks of Westminster should
forge a charter in which they had not the smallest interest.

*p 2
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The extent of the manor thus granted was five cassati, or
hydes, a cassatus, or hyde, being supposed to be 120 acres,
which would make the five hydes just 600 acres. It is
named as five hydes in Edward the Confessor’s grant of
other privileges, when he restored the cathedral of West-
minster. In the Confessor’s grant it was freed from the
burden of trinoda necessitas, or military duty, and from all
regal or episéopa,l exactions whatever.

In Doomsday Book, the account is very confused. It
states that the abbot had four hydes and three ploughs.
But directly after it says that the demesne consisted only of
three hydes and a half, and employed one plough, but villeins
held part of another hyde, and there was wood for 100
swine. The villeins had another plough; so that, after all,
oiﬂy two ploughs appear on the estate, and a hyde of land is
missing, probably already alienated by the monks, who were
much in the habit of alienating uncultivated land. The
value in the Confessor’s time was only 100s.; in the Con-
queror’s only 50s., and the chief villein was a Ralph Peverel,
that is, a Norman who had married Ingelrica, the Con-
queror’s discarded mistress. Probably, the alienation lay in
this quarter.

In -the reign of Edward II. the convent of Westminster
received by a graunt from Sir Roger Brabazon, Chief Justice
of the King’s Bench, the manor of Belsize adjoining. It
consisted of a house and fifty-seven acres of land. In the
twelfth year of Henry IV., the villages of Hampstead and
Hendon were conferred on Sir Henry Scrope, afterwards Lord
Scrope of Masham, for the lodging of his retinue, horses,
&c., during his attendance on the King as royal harbinger
or forager. This was, however, only a right to quarter there,
during such times, as we find Hendon still the property
of the convent of Westminster in Henry VIIL’s time; for
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Wolsey on his journey from Richmond in Surrey to York in
his time of disgrace and Ifanishment to his diocese, made his
first resting at Hendon Place, that is, Hendon Manor House.
'This old building had a spacious gallery, and seems®to-have
been long after in the hands of the Crown, passing thither at
the dissolution of the monasteries; and there was a famous
cedar there, said to have been planted by Queen Elizabeth.

The old house was not pulled down till 1756, when it was
the property of a Mr. Snow.

HAMPSTEAD MANOR SINCE THE REFORMATION.

At the dissolution of monasteries, the Manor of Hamp- .
stead was conferred on the bighopric of Westminster, esta-
blished in the year after the suppression of the convent of
Westiinster, namely, in 1540, when Thomas Thirlby was
consecrated bishop of the new see. In nine years this
bishop had alienated nearly all the property of the see,
and it was reduced to a deanery. The Crown, however,
obtained possession .of the manor of MHampstead, and
Edward VI. in 1551 conferred it on Sir Thomas Wroth.

It was then valued at 65l. 15s. yearly. This Sir Thomas
‘Wroth was from the west of England. On the accession of

Queen Mary he fled to Strasburg, but returned on the acces-

~ sion of Queen Elizabeth, and died at his manor of Durants

in Enfield in 1573. His grandson, Sir Robert Wroth,

married Mary, daughter of the Barl of Leicester, and niece
of Sir Philip Sidney. She was a literary lady, and wrote
¢ Urania,” in imitation of her uncle’s popular ¢ Arcadia.” It
was called the Countess of Montgomerie’s ¢ Urania,” in com-
pliment to the wife of Philip, Earl of Montgomery, who was
their neighbour at Enfield. The poem, though praised by
the adulators of the age, is not likely to win much attention
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from fhe present generation. This Sir Robert Wroth, hus-
band of the poctess, ordered in dis will that the manor
should be sold, and it was accordingly made over to Sir
BaptistcHickes, afterwards Viscount Campden, in 1620, by
his three trustees—John Wroth, his uncle ; his brother, and
his cousin, for the discharge of his debts and legacies.

This Sir. .Baptist Hickes was the youngest son of Sir
Michael Hickes, who was a great silk-mercer and foreign
merchant, He was knighted by James I. on his coming to
the English throne. Sir Baptist is said to have been one
of the first citizens who kept shop after his knighthood,
and insisted on taking precedence of the aldermen on that
account. The affair led to an examination of these claims
by the Court Marshall, and the decision was ultimately left
to Sir Robert Cotton and other referees. TFrom the account
in the Cotton MSS.! it appears that Sir Baptist’s son-in-law,
Sir Edward Noel, very unceremoniously sent Sir Robert a
bribe, in the shape of a ‘piece of some commodity, very
extraordinary for its goodness,” and with it solicited his
honourable decision. The contest had been carried on with
great heat and through various suits by Hickes and Her-
rick; ¢knights commoners of the city, and their imperious
wives;’ but it seems they would not, after all, venture to
abide by the judgment of the lords’ referees.

In 1611 Sir Baptist Hickes was himself elected an alder-
man, but at the express desire of the King, he paid a fine of
500L., and was discharged. The following year he built at
his own .expense Hickes’ Hall, in St. John Street, Clerken-
well, partly for a meeting-place for the magistrates, and
partly for a House of Correction. He founded also at
Campden, in Gloucestershire, a hospital for six poor men
and six poor women. In 1620 he was named onc of the

! Jul. e iii. £, 101 4,
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Commissioners by James L. to enquire into the condition of
St. Paul’s. : °

Sir Robert Nocl, who married Juliana, the eldest daughter
of Sir Baptist, and transferred the manor of Hampstead to
the Noels, was the son of Sir Andrew Noel, of Dalby in
Leicestershire, and of Brook in Rutlandshire, a gentleman
who for his free expenditure obtained the distinction of an
epigram by Queen Elizabeth—

The word of denial and letter of fifty,
Is that gontloman’s namo who will never be thrifty.

King James L., visiting him at Burléigh in Rutlandshire,
was so charmed with his hospitality, and his great merits
and abilities, that he created him a peer by the title of Lord
Noel, &. He attached himself to the cause of Charles L.;
enjoyed the titles of Lord Hickes and Viscount Ca,mpden
on the death of his father-in-law. He died in garrison at
Oxford, in March 1643, and was buried at Campden.

His son Baptist Noel appears to have married four wives;
namely, Ann Fielding, second daughter of the Earl of Den-
bigh; Ann Countess of Bath; Hester, daughter and co-
heiress of Thomas Lord Wotton ; Elizabeth Bertie, eldest .
daughter of Montague Earl Lindsey, who survived him.
This, the third ear]l, on the fall of Charles L., was severely
fined, but of course, at the Restoration, he was compensated.
His eldest son was created Earl of Gainsborough. The wife
of his third son, Baptist Noel, founded the Wells Charity
at Hampstead. The son of this Baptist Noel, who succeeded
to the title, after the decease of Wriothesley Noel, his elder
brother, third Earl of Gainsborough, alienated the manor
of Hampstead by sale to Sir William Langhorne, Bart., in
1707,

Bir William Langhorne was a wealthy East India mer-
chant. He had also purchased the manor of Charlton, near
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Woolwich, Kent, and hence the connection of these two
properties still existing. Sir William married first, a
daughter of the Earl of Rutland ; @ﬁd secondly, the daughter
of Dr. Warren, rector of Charlton. Sir William had no
issue, and left his property to his nephew, William Lang-
horne Games, with various remainders in case of failure of
beirs; but he dying without issue, it went to Sir John
Conyers, Bart., who married another sister; but Sir John
Conyers dying before Mr. Games, the remainders now took
effect, and the estates went to Margaret Maryon, and next
to her som, the Rev. John Maryon, whose granddaughter
married General Sir Thomas Spencer Wilson, Bart., and
their only son,.Sir Thomas Maryon Wilson, is the present
proprietor. His three sisters married, the eldest, Charles
George Lord Arden; the second, the Right Hon. Spencer
Perceval, who was shot by Bellingham in the House of
Commons in 1812; and the third, Sir John Trevelyan, of
Nettlecombe, Bart.

Of the mother of the present Sir Thomas Wilson, the
following curious fact is related. At the fair of Charlton,
of which manor Sir Thomas’s father was lord through
marriage with the heiress of Charlton, there used to be a
procession of horns. These horns consisted of those of
sheep, goats, and smaller animals, gilt and decorated. The
fair was a kind of carnival,” or masquerade, in which the
visitors wore masks, and where men often appeared in
women’s clothes. Lady Wilson was a great admirer and
patroness of the fair, and even in her old age used to come
down with her attendants every morning during the fair,
and proceed in procession from the steps of the hall to the
outside of the gates of her courtyard, where the bands of
the different shows hailed her appearance as a signal to
strike up their melody of discords. Richardson, the great
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peripatetic theatre-master, who was in high repute in his
day, and in whose troop Edmund Kean made his début,
‘always pitched his great portable theatre in front of the
house. The neighbouring gentry used to proceed tp Charl-
ton Fair in their carriages, and there was a general cry of
‘ Horns! horns!’ and most people pﬁrchased and placed
them in their hats and bonnets; of course, Lady Wilson
and her retinue honouring the custom. In 1825 Richardson
was not there; the shows were few and poor, and the fair
was rapidly falling into neglect.

There is a curious circumstance related of Sir William
Langhorne by Park, in his ‘History of Hampstead.” Dr.
- Warren, who resided like a domestic chaplain in the house
of Sir William, and who had the characfer of being a
¢ mighty hunter,” not of foxés, but of legacies, comiug,
one day, into his relation’s closet at Charlton, Sir William
said, ‘I have just been making my will’ ¢Have you?’
cricd the Doctor, ¢well, what have you done for me?’
©0,” replied the other very complacently, ‘I have made you
thirteenth in remainder in these manors.’ ¢Thirteenth in
remainder !’ replied Dr. Warren, in a disappointed tone—
¢is that all? Sir, I would not thank you for it!’ Sir
William, taking him at his word, dashed out the clause,
and the intended devisee lived to see the eleventh, if not the
twelfth, remainder expire. However, Dr. Warren appeared
as the sole executor of Sir William and guardian of his
nephew, W. L. Games. The Margaret Maryon to whom
the estate eventually fell, is said to have been the fourteenth
tenant-in-tail, so that Dr, Warren, or his heirs, would have
taken precedence of her.

Such is a brief outline of the descent of the Manor of
Hampstead into the present hands.



OLD BELSIZE HOUSE,

(From a Print in the possession of J, ¥, Gurdner, Fsq.)

MANOR OF BELSIZE.

This manor and manor-house after the dissolution of the
monasteries, fell into the Waad or Wade family. This
family is stated to be of high antiquity, as no doubt every
family is if we could trace it out, the stem-father being
Adam to us all; but the earliest tracing of the Wades is to
one Richard Wade of the reign of Richard I. The records
of the Herald’s Office, however, do not ascend higher than
Armigell Wade, of the Wades of Ytvkshire. He was clerk
to the Council under Henry VIIIL. and Edward VI. He is
asserted by Anthony & Wood to be the first Englishman
who discovered America, but this cannot be the case, for he
is stated to have accompanied a Mr. Hore, of London, in the
¢ Minion,” Mr. Hore himself sailing in a ship of 140 tons,
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called the ¢ Trinity,” which sailed from Gravesend in 1536,
about the end of April. They reached Cape Breton, the Pen-
guin Isles, and Newfoundland, suffered much from famine,
and arrived again in England at the end of October,! Why
Mr. Wade should have seen the American shore sooner
than Mr. Hore does not appear. Possibly his ship sighted
it first, but this, if the fact, which we are uninformed of,
hardly gives him a title to be an earlier discoverer. True,
the voyage of Hore and Wade was forty-two years before
that of Gilbert and Raleigh to Virginia; but Englishmen
sailed with Sebastian Cabot as early as 1497, and Cabot
himself was an Englishman, though his father was a Vene-
tian merchant settled in Bristol, Wade, however, and Hore,
must be numbered amongst the earliest visitors and ex-
plorers of the northern coasts¢f America.

Armigell Wade, after his voyagings, and an embassy
from Queen Elizabeth to the Duke of Holstein in 1559,
settled down at his Manor of Belsize, then a sretirement,
says Park, in the full sense of the word. e died there in

1568, and had a mural monument erected in the chancel of
Hampstead old church.

His son, Sir William Waad, or Wade, was a still more
distinguished figure in his time. James I. knighted bim at
Greenwich in 1603. He had previously served on distin-

guished missions under Queen Elizabeth; to the Emperor
Rodolph in 1583, and to the King of Spain in 1584, This
last was a delicate business. It was to inform the monarch
that his countryman Mendoza was banished from England
for treasonable practices against the sovereign. The Spanish
King would not admit him to his presence, but ordered him
to deliver his instructions to his Minister. This, however,
Wade refused to do, and retwrned. MHe was then sent to

! Hackluyt's Foyages, vol. ii.
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Henry III. of France to lay before him an account of the
conduct of the Spanish ambassador,cand afterwards was em-
ployed diplomatically to the courts of Portugal and Denmanrk.
Wade was also employed in some negotiations of Elizabeth’s
with her prisoner, the Queen of Scots. Sir Williamm was
Clerk of the Council, Commissary-General of England, and
Inspector of the Irish Forces. He was Counsellor to James 1.,
Muster-Master-General and Lieutenant of the Tower.

From the lieutenancy of the Tower he was removed by
the notorious Carr, Earl of Somerset, in 1613, it is asserted,
to put in a more pliable man, in order to the murder of Sir
Thomas Overbury. In an article in ¢ Somers’ Tracts,” called
¢ Truth brought to Light,” &e., it is said that one Sir Jarvis
Yelwis offered a handsome sum to get him out. This article
gives him the highest character for integrity and honour,
though too fond of wealth ; but Sir Anthony Weldon refuses
this fair character by saying that all the evidence brought
against Sir Walter Raleigh was matter wormed out of Cob-
ham by Wade, and put down in writing over a signature of
Cobham’s obtained by unfair means. This is also made to
be asserted by Cobham himself in the ¢ Court and Character
of King James.” London, 1650.

If these things are true, Sir William was not more im-
maculate than nine-tenths of the diplomatists and courtiers
of those times. David Lloyd, however, in his ¢Statesmen
and Favorites,” defends him zealously as a most honourable
man ; and if we could put faith in epitaphs, so does that of
Sir William at Battailes-Waade in Hssex, where he died in
1623 :—

You that have place and charge from princes’ trust,
Which honours may make thankful, not unjust,

Draw neare, and set your conscience and your care

By this true watch of stute: whose minutes were
Religious thoughts, whose howers heaven's suered food ;
Whose hand still pointed to the kingdont's good
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And sovereigno safety ; whom Awmbition’s key
Never wound up to guiltiness, bribe, or fee.

Zenlo only, and & conscience cleare and even
Raysed him on earr.h, and wound him up to heaven.

Sir Wllham was a,uthor of some tracts on subjects of
political interest at the time.

The manor of Belsize passed from Sir William’s widow,
Lady Anne Wade, daughter of Lord Wotton, and thrice
married—first, to Henry de Kirkhoven, Lord of Hemfleet,
in Holland; secondly, to Lord Stanhope; and thirdly, to
Daniel O’Neale, Esq. She is said to have disposed of the
leasehold to John Holgate, Esq.; but it did not remain more
than ten years in his hands, and came back to Lady Anne
Wade, for in 1660 she renewed the lease to Daniel O’Neale,
her third husband, who was Gentleman of the Bedchamber
to Charles II. In 1667 her soii'Charles Henry de Kirkhoven,
by her first husband, succeeded her, and, on account of his
mother’s lineage, was created a baron of the realm, as Lord
Wotton of Wotton in Kent. He died without issue.

During the occupation of Belsize House by Lord Wotton,
a desperate attack on it was made by robbers, which is thus
recorded in the ¢True Protestant Mercury’ of Oct. 15-19,
1681 :—¢ London, Oct. 18. Last night eleven or twelve
highway robbers came on horseback to the house of Lord
Wotton at Hampstead, and attempted to enter therein,
knocking down part of the wall and gate; but, there being
four or five within the house, they very courageously fired
several musquets and a blunderbuss upon the thieves, which
gave an alarm {o one of the lord’s tenants, a farmer, that
dwelt not far off; who, therefore, went immediately into the
town, and raised the inhabitants, who going toward the
house, which was about half a mile off, it is thought the
robbers hearing thereof, and withal finding the business
difficult, they all made their escape. It is judged they had
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notice of my lord’s absence from his' house, and likewise of
a great booty which was therein, which put them upon this
desperate attempt.’ :

Lord ~Wotton -appears to have lived ab Belsize from 1673
till 1683. In 1668 Pepys visited it, and made this note:—
- ¢July 17,1668. To Hampstead, to speak with the Attorney-
General, whom we met-in the fields by his old route and
home. And after a little talk about our business of Acke-
worth, went and saw the Lord Wotton’s house, Belsize, and
garden, which is wonderful fine; too good for the house the
gardens are, being, indeed, the most noble that I ever saw,
and have orange-trees and lemon-trees.’!

The property, on Lord Wotton’s death in 1683, as lease-
hold, fell to his half-brother Philip, second Earl of Chester-
field, who was the son of Lady Anne Wade by her second
husband, Lord Stanhope. In the Chesterfield family the
estate was again granted on a lease of three lives, and in
1807 the Earl of Chesterfield sold his interest in the estate
to Germain Lavie, Thomas Forsyth, Thomas Roberts, and
James Abel, Esq., who divided the estate (about 234 acres)
into several allotments, which obtained fresh grants. Since
thé death of Lord Wotton the old Belsize House had been in
the occupation of under-tenants, and, during the possession
of the Chesterfields, was described as in ruins. As it was
sold by the Earl of Chesterfield in 1807, the house must have
been rebuilt after that period, but it does not seem to be
known exactly when. The former house was said to be built
about the time of Charles II. Tke restored house had an
old look in 1852, when it was entirely pulled down, and the
park wall with it.

But to return. In 1718 it was occupied by a very singular
and independent sort ef person—a Mr. Povey, a coal mer-

! Pepys’ Diary, vol. iv. p. 152.



MANOR OF BELSIZE.. . 15

chant—who, not. having” been brought up to the business,
was very much perse’cutedAby the trade. He was not a man,
however, to sit “down -uietly with such- attacks,” He was
very active-with his pen, #nd wrote a pamphlet, called ¢ The
Discovery of Indirect Practices in the Coal Trade,” London
1700, exposing all the dishonest practices in that trade. He
was the first institutor of the Sun- Fire Office; and he
followed up his exposé of the coal trade by otheér volumes,
some in quarto, some in octavo. One of them, called
¢ England’s Inquisition,” &c., exposed the extortions and
oppressions of the Excise. In this, issued from Belsize, he
inveighed bitterly against the Whig Ministry. In another,
‘The Unbhappiness of England,” he records a lively exposi-
" tion of the miseries of the poor; the pernicious consequences
of wearing swords; the licentjous scenes enacted in the
theatres; with the proper measures for reforming those
evils. He defended the government of William IIL. ; and he
says that altogether his books and pamphlets amounted to
more than 600 in number.

When he was the occupier of Belsize House, the French
Ambassador, the Duc d’Aumont, desired to take the house
‘and grounds at a rent of 1,000l., and the Duke to put the
apartments and gardens in repair. Buthe wanted the house
on account of its having a chapel attached. Povey would not
let it for the chapel to be desecrated by Popery. This piece
of religious zeal he seems, however, to have thought merited
reward from the Crown, and was much surprised to receive
a reprimand instead of a commendation from the Privy
Council, as an ‘enemy to the Queen”’ Tt was a time,
he says, when there was a danger of having mass-houses
set up in our universities and in London. On the arrival of
the Prince of Wales—afterwards George IL.—he says he
made him acquainted with these particulars, and offered
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him his house and chapel as a place of residence, and was
agaili surprised not to receive even an answer to his offer,
though ‘ he kept his mansion and park open for a consider-
able time.’ - '

Mr. Povey evidently had an eye to self when he was pro-
fessing an anxiety to benefit the nation and its princes, buk
does not seem to have been a very shrewd observer of the
signs of the times.

BELSIZE AS A PLACE OF AMUSEMENT.

In 1720 Belsize House ceased to be a private mansion,
and for twenty or thirty years continued to be a place of
public amusement.

Istates are landscapes, gazed upon awhile,
Then advertised, and auctioneered away.

According to an old ‘Description of Middlesex,” formerly
in the possession of John Britton; Hampstead in the reign of
Henry VIII. was chiefly inhabited by washerwomen; and
here the clothes of the nobility, gentry, and chief citizens
were brought from London to be washed. Butat the com-
mencement of the eighteenth century it had become a water-
ing-place, from the discovery of medicinal wells there ; and
the aristocracy and wealthy citizens of London frequenting
them, carried all their follies and dissipations there.

‘It was,” says Park, ¢ towards the commencement of the
eigchteenth century that Hampstead became celebrated as
the resort of the wealthy, the idle, and the sickly, under the
specious name of a watering-place. Houses of amusement
and dissipation now started up on all sides, and the public
papers teemed with advertisements of concerts at the long-
rooms, raffles at the wells, races on the heath, entertainments
at Belsize, and private marriages at Sion Chapel.’
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Ben Jonson, inhis comedy of ¢ A Tale of a Tub,” seemed
to have an ambition to celebrate -all the ¢ northern heights’
and suburbs of London. He brings together his characters
from every quarter of the district—the Vicar of Pancras, the
Squire of Totten-Court, the Justice of Maribone, the High
Constable of Kentish Town, the Tilemaker of Kilburn, Head-
borough of Islington, the Farrier of Hemsted, the Tinker of
Belsize, Scriben the writer of Chalcot, and rumours, at least;
from Highgate.

A comedy called ¢ Hampstead Heath ’ was acted at Drury
Lane in 1706. It was altered from one called ¢ The Act of
Oxford,” which was prohibited appearing at that university
city. It purported to be by the author of ¢The Yeoman
of Kent,” but was written by a Mr. Baker. A passage or
two will show what sort of place Hampstead was at that
period.

¢Act I, Scene 1.—ITAMPSTEAD.

¢ Smart. Hampstead for awhile assumes the day. The

lively season o’ the year; the shining crowd assembled at

this time, and the noble selection of the place, gives us the
nearest show of Paradise.

¢ Bloom. London now indeed has but a melancholy aspect,
and a sweet rural spot seems an adjournment o’ the nation,
where business is laid fast asleep, variety of diversions feast
our fickle fancies, and every man wears a face of pleasure.
The cards fly, the bowls run, the dice rattle; some lose their
money with ease and negligence, and others are well pleased
to pocket it. But what fine ladies does the place afford ?

¢ Smart. Assemblies so near the town give us a sample of
each degree. We have city ladies that are overdressed and
no air; court ladies that are all air and no dress; and
country dames with broad brown faces like a Stepney bun ;
besides an endless number of Fleet Street sempstresses, that

C
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dance minuets in their furbeloe scarfs, and their clothes
hang as loose about them as their reputations.
¢ TENTER D;'z'vcr.]

¢ Smart. Mr. Deputy Driver, stock-jobber, state botcher,
the terror of strolling women, and chief beggar-hunter,
come to visit Hampstead !

¢ Driver. And &’ you think me so very shallow, Captain, to
leave the good of the nation, and getting money, to muddle
it away here ’mongst fops, fiddlers, and furbeloes, where
everything ’s as dear as freeholders’ votes, and a greater
imposition than a Dutch reckoning. I am come hither, but
’tis to ferret out a frisking wife o’ mine, one o’ the giddy
multitude that’s rambled up to this ridiculous assembly.

“ Bloom. I hope, Mr. Deputy, you’ll find her in good
hands: coquetting at the Wells with some Covent Garden
beau; or retired to piquet with some brisk young Templar.’

Belsize House and park being, as we have said, involved
in this sphere of gaiety, was opened by the following adver-
tisement in ¢ Mist’s Journal,” of April 16, 1720 :—¢ Whereas
the ancient and noble house near Hampstead, commonly
called Bellasis House, is now taken and fitted up for the
entertainment of ladies and gentlemen during the whole
summer. season, the same will be opened on Easter Monday
next, with an uncommon solemnity of music and dancing.
This undertaking will exceed all of the kind that has
hitherto been known near Londan, commencing every day ab
six in the morning, and continuing till eight at night, all
persons being privileged to admittance without necessity of
expense, &c. &c.’ By handbill it was added: ¢ The park,
wilderness, and gardens being wonderfully improved, and filled
with variety of birds, which compose a most melodious and
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delightful harmony. Persons inclined to walk and divert
themselves may breakfast on tea or coffee as cheap as at
their own chambeis. Twelve stout fellows completely armed
to.patrol between Belsize artd London,” &e. &c.

One Howell, who appears to have possessed a considerable
fund of low humour, and who went by the name of the Welsh
ambassador, was the adventurous opener of Belsize House in
this character. In the year after the opening, Howell gave a
plate of six guineas to be run for by eleven footmen. The
exploits of Howell, and the follies of the place, are fully
treated in a satiric poem called ¢Belsize House,” published
in 1722, that is, when it had been open two years. From
the following quotations from this poem, it appears that
Howell managed to get into Newgate. Whether his incar-
ceration was for debt or offences against public morals

does mot appear; but the immorality of the place was
enormous,

But since he hath obtained his liberty

By Hubeas, the wicked merry be;

Whom he Ly advertiscments invites

To visit him amidst his false delights:
Assuring them that thirty men shall be

TUpon the road for their seeurity:

But whether gne-half of this rabble guard,
Whilst tother half’s asleep on wateh and ward,
Durst rob the people they pretend to suve,

I to the opinion of tho reader leave.

In ¢ St. James’s Journal’ of May 24, 1702, it is stated that,
“The Court of Justices at the General Quarter Sessions at
Hickes’s Hall, have ordered the high constable of Holborn
division to issue his precepts to the petty constables and
headboroughs of the parish of Hampstead to prevent all
unlawful gaming, riots, &c., at Belsize House and the Great
Room at Hampstead” This great room was afterwards
converted into a house inhabited by Charles Cooper, Esq.
By another advertisement in the same Journal, we learn

c?
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that ‘on Monday, June 7, 1772, the appearance of nobility
and .gentry at Belsize was so great that they reckoned be-
tween three and four hundred coaches, at which time a wild
deer was hunted down and killed in the park before the

company, which gave three hours’ diversion.’

The poem already quoted gives us a little light about the
‘hunting in this park, said to be ¢ mzile round, or less than

a quarter of a mile across.

The Welsh ambassador has many ways
Fools'-pence, whilst summer season holds, to raise.
For ’tis not only chocolate and tea,

With ratifia, brings him company :

Nor is it claret, Rhenish-wine, or sack,

The fond and rampant lords and ladies lack,

Or venison pasty for a certain dish,

With several varieties of fish:

But hither they and other chubs resort,

To sce the Welsh ambassador make sport,

‘Who, mounting on a horse rides o'er the park
Whilst cuckholds wind the horn and beagles bark,
And in the act of hunting has the luck

To kill in fatal corner tired buck,

The which he roasts and stews, and sometimes bakes,

Whereby his excellency profit makes.

He also on another element

Does give his choused customers content,
With net, or angling-rod to catch a dish
Of trout, or carp, or other sorts of fish, &ec.

The house is described in this poem, or rather volume of

very wretched verse, as follows :-—

This house, which is a nuisance to the land,

Doth near the park and handsome garden stand,
Fronting the road, betwixt a range of trees,
Which is perfuméd with a Hampstead breezo;
And on each side the gatc’s a gremadicer,

Howc'er they can not speak, think, sce, nor hear;
But why they’re posted there no mortal knows,
Unless it bo to fight jackdaws and crows ;

For rooks they cannot scare, who there resort

To make of most unthoughtful bubbles sport.

This poem professed to expose: 1. The fops

and beaus
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who daily frequent that academy. 2. The characters of the
women, whether maid, wife, or widow, who make this an
exchange for assignations. « 3. The buffoonery of the Welsh
ambassador. 4. The humours of his customers irf their
several capacities. It professed to be by a serious person of
quality.

Belsize House was, in fact, one of the houses rightly
called folly-houses, of which there was a wooden one
anchored in the Thames opposite to Somerset House, another
at Blackwall on shore, &e. It was also the prototype or
predecessor of Ranelagh and Vauxhall, which arose about the
middle of the century, and were scenes of the most disgraceful
gambling, folly, and wickedness. None of the above places
could exceed Belsize House.

Belsize House, we have seen, was opened in 1720. The
¢Gentleman’s Magazine’ of 1786 says, that Vauxhall Gardens
came into the hands of Mr. Tyas in 1736, who opened them
with a ridotto al fresco, by silver tickets one guinea each.
This was probably the first opening, as a jubilee was given

in 1786, in commemoration of this event being fifty years
before.!

The house and property might have been named from the
profligate family Bellasis, but does not appear to have ever
had any connection with it, but rather to have taken its
original name from Bel-Siége, being currently called Belseys.
Thackeray seems to have named his freely spending Jack
Belsize to indicate the class that he belonged to.

The .evil reputation of Belsize increased so rapidly, that
the highwaymen who lay in wait for the gamblers, and all
who were likely to carry any considerable sums of money
along with them, increased in an equal ratio, and the ¢ twelve
stout fellows completely armed,” in less than a year had to

! Sec Gentleman’s Magazine, vol. Ivi, p, 438,
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be increased to thirty, so perilous had the journey between
it and London become. Two sentinels, moreover, were
regularly posted at the door of-the house. In the fourth
- volume of Knight’s ¢ Illustrated ﬁistory of England,” p. 827,
is an engraving of the house as it appeared at that time.
It was not closed as a public resort till after 1745, for foot
races were advertised in May of that year in the ¢ London
M. Advertiser,” to take place there.

After it became again a private residence, it was occupied
by the unfortunate Spencer Perceval from 1798 to 1807,
In Lysons’ time it was in the tenure of James Everett, Esq.,
and afterwards G. J. Wright, Esq. The last tenants were
an aged gentleman and lady, Roman Catholics, and at their
decease it was pulled down, and the ground disposed of for
building. In 1852, when I left St. John’s Wood for Australia,
it was standing in its large old gardens surrounded by part
of the old park-wall, at the farther extremity of which, in
a then lonely spot, a frightful murder had shortly before

been perpetrated.
MURDER OF MR. DELARUE.

On the 21st of February, 1845, Mr. James Delarue, a
professor of music, was murdered by a young man named
Thomas Henry Hocker, only twenty-two years of age. This
crime was perpetrated about seven o’clock in the evening,
by a stile at the corner of Belsize Park, on a foot-road
leading to Belsize Park from Chalk Farm. The spot, then
very solitary, is now either covered with lLouses or is very
near them, Mr. Hilton, a baker of West End, passing near
there in his cart, heard repeated cries of murder, and secing
a gentleman named Kilburn about to proceed in that direc-
tion, mentioned this to him, and desired hin, if he made
any serious discovery, to halloo to him, and leaving his horse
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and cart at the Swiss Tavern, he would hurry to him with
assistance. Mr. ICilburn, at the spot mentioned, found a
man weltering in his blogd. On the arrival of police and
others, Hocker, who had- proceeded coolly to the Swiss
Tavern after committing the murder, and there called for
brandy and water, also appeared on the spot; enquired what
was amiss, and taking the dead man’s hand, felt his pulse
and pronounced him dead. The murder was afterwards
clearly traced to Hocker; the cause of it being jealousy and
revenge, so far as it appeared, for his being supplanted by
Delarue in the affections of a young woman of Hamypstead.
On the trial Hocker read a paper endeavouring to throw the
charge of the murder on a friend of his, whose name, of
course, he did not disclose; and added an improbable story
of the manner in which his clothies had become stained with
blood. The reading of this paper only impressed the court
and the crowd of spectators with an idea of Hocker's ex-
cessive hypocrisy and cold-bloodedness. He was convicted
and executed.

The lane which passed Belsize House from St. John’s
Wood to Haverstock Hill might still be called a rural lane
in 1852 ; but St. John’s Wood was crowding up to it. The
Dissenters had already built their college within sight of it.
‘When I réturned from Australia two years afterwards, house,
park, and all were gone, and a town stood in their places, still
called Belsize Park, it is true, but a park of streets and
human dwellings. The old elm-tree avenue leading from its
ancient site to Haverstock Hill, is the only thing now denoting
its ancient whereabouts; and some of these fine elms are in
danger of destruction, some are already killed, by the earth,
in raising the road in the lower part of the avenue, being
heaped about their boles above its customary level. The
French display a better knowledge of matural history; and
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on their boulevards have grates round the stems of the trees
to admit the air and rain to their roots.

THE WELLS.

Those who now pass through the lime avenue of Well
Walk, and see the old Assembly Room, afterwards a chapel,
and now the guard-room of the West Middlesex Volunteers
—who see the Wells Tavern and the chalybeate well oppo-
site—perhaps very seldom have any idea of the scenes Wthh
had taken place there at no very distant date.

The chalybeate wells on Hampstead Heath seem to have
attracted attention at the commencement of the eighteenth
century as of medical efficacy. Dr. Gibbons is said to have
been the first physician of eminence who strongly recom-
mended the drinking of these waters. He himself continued
to drink them ¢ whenever business and the season permitted
him to be there,” till he died in 1725. It is asserted that
through his recommendations, and those of other physicians,
as Drs. Stephens, Hare, Plumtre, &ec., these wells became as
celebrated and much frequented as those of Tunhridge Wells.
As appears by an advertisement in the ¢ Postman > of April
20, 1700, the Hampstead waters were carried fresh every
day and sold by various persons at Holborn Ba's; Charing
Cross, Temple Bar, Ludgate Hill, Stock’s Market, Blooms-
bury, Cheapside, and King’s Street near Guildhall. Mr.
Richard Philps, apothecary, at the Bagle and Child, Tleet
Street, not only sold them every morning fresh, at three-
pence per flask, but sent them out to people’s own houses
at a penny per flask more, the flask returned.

Dr. Gibbons played a considerable part in Garth’s ¢ Dis-
pensary,’ under the name of Mirmillo. According to the
poet, he was one of the most killing of doctors. He puts
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him amongst the stoutest opponents of the pmposed dis-
pensary, and makes him say :—

Oxford and all her passing bolls can tell

By this right arm what mighty numbers fell.

Whilst others meanly asked whole months to slay

I oft dispatehed the patient in a day:

" With pen in hand I pushed to that degree,

I scarce had left a wrotch to give a fee.

Some fell by laudunum, and some by steel,

And death in ambush lay in every pill.

For save or slay, this privilege we claim,

Though credit suffers, the reward’s the same.

And again :—

Long have I reigned unrivalled iun tho tewn,
Oppressed, with foes, and deafened with renown.
None e'er could die with due solemnity,

Unless his passport first was signed by me.
My arbitrary bounty's undenied :

I give reversions and for heirs provide.
None could the tedious nuptial state support,
But I fo make it easy, make it short.

1 set the discontented matrons freo,

And ransem husbands. from captivity,

But the fame of these waters was not very enduring. In
1734 Dr. Johmn Soame, who lived at Hampstead, wrote a
little volume to endeavour to revive their reputation. He
termed his. work ¢ Hampstead Wells; or Directions for
dvinking the Waters’ e gave many instances of wonderful
cures - eﬂ'@eted by these waters; and made as dire an on-
sla,ught on drinking tea, as ever Cobbett did on eating
potatoes. To this he added an amalysis such as, perhaps,
the state of chemical knowledge ‘of the time allowed.
But all did not avail to win back the departed fame of
Hampstead Wells. Mr. Bliss, member of the Royal College
of Surgeons in 1802, gave a much better analysis.

The fame of the waters at first brought a great concourse
of people from London and other places, and Hampstead
was speedily turned into as dissipated a watering-place as
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any in the kingdom, or any in Germany at the present
moment. The Wells were furnished with a tavern, coffee-
room, dancing-room, raffling-shops, bowling-green, &c. &e.
Park gives numerous advertisements from the ¢ Postman’
and the ¢ Tatler,” from 1701 to 1710, which show what was
going on during the summer season there. People were in-
formed that the Wells would be opened with good musie for
dancing all day, on May 10, to continue every Monday
during the season; ¢good eating and drinking, a very plea-
sant bowling-green, with convenience of coach-houses, and
very good stables for fine horses, with good attendance, and
a farther accommodation of a stage-coach and chariot from
the Wells at any time wn the evening or morning.’

It is clear, therefore, that dancing went on all night as
well as all day, which the play of ¢ Hampstead Heath ’ also
assures us:—

¢ Arabella. 'Well, this Hampstead’s a charming place—to
dance all night at the Wells, and be treated at Mother Hufl’s
—to have presents made us at the raffling-shops; and then
take a walk in Cane Wood with a man of wit that’s not over
rude—but to be five or six miles from one’s husband! Mar-
riage were a happy state, could one be always five or six
miles from one’s hushand !’

Concerts of both vocal and instrumental music were con-
stantly advertised by the best masters. Jeremy Bowen was
to give songs, or Mr. Hughes afid Mr. Dean to perform on
the violin. Omn one occasion several opera songs were to be
give® by a girl of nine years old, a scholur of Mr. Tenoe’s.
Tickets were usually only a shilling ; dancing in the after-
noon only sixpence ; but on especial occasions tickets were
as high as two-and-sixpence. The dancing took place in
the great or long room, which was 75 feet long and 88 fect

wide. On each side of the entrance were small rooms for
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tea and cards. A subscription of a guinea admitted a gentle-
man and two ladies every-other Monday through the seéason.

There was another very accommodating place somewhere
near, namely a private chapel, called Sion Chape], where
any couples could be married who brought a licence and five
shillings ;“zmd an advertisement in ¢ Read’s Weekly Journal’
of September 8, 1716, informs us that ¢ Sion Chapel, being a
private and pleasure place, many persons of the best fashion
were married there. Now, a minister is obliged constantly
to attend, and therefore notice is given that all persons, on
bringing a license, and who shall have their wedding dinners
in the gardens, may be married in that said chapel without
giving any fee or reward whatever.” Such as did not dine
in the gardens were only charged the ordinary five shillings.

Thus the chapel as well as the dancing-room was an
appendage to the inn, and one concern. The place was the
prototype of the Fleet and May I'air.

Besides these amusements and those at Belsize, Hampstead
had its fairs and races on the Heath. The fair was held in
the Lower Flask Tavern Walk, on the 1st of August, and
lasted four days. This, too, was in the immediate vieinity of
the We1l§; and on the line leading out of the town to them.
The races were put down, on account of the erowds of bad
company that they drew together, and the mischief occurring.
Probably the fairs were treated the same, from the same
causes, for they appear to have long ceased. The Middle-
sex elections were also held on the Heath till 1701, when
they were removed to Brentford. !

With all these places and scenes of dissipation, Hampstead
could not have been then a very desirable place of resi-
dence, nor does one wonder at the following passage in the
‘Tatler’ ':—

! Vol. ii. No. 59, August 1709,
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‘T am diverted from my train of discourse of the fraternity
about this town by letters from Hampstead, which give me
an account there is a late institution there, under the name
of a raffling-shop, which is, it seems, secretly supported
by a person who is a deep practitioner in the law, and, out
of tenderness to conscience, has, under the name of his
maid Sisly, set up this easier way of conveyancing and
alienating estates from one family to another. He is so
far from having an intelligence with the rest of the frater-
nity that all the humbler cheats who appear there are faced
by the partners in the bank, and driven off by the refection
of superior brass. This notice is given to all the silly faces
that pass that way, that they may not be decoyed in by
the soft allurement of a fine lady, who is the sign to the
pageantry; and at the same time Signior Hawkesly, who is
the patron of the household, is desired to leave off this inter-
loping trade, or admit, as he ought to do, the knights of the
industry to their share in the spoil.’

In 1698 the Hon. Susanna Noel, relict of the Hon. Baptist
Noel, and mother of Baptist, Earl of Gainsborough, did, by
consent of her son (then a minor, and lord of the manor),
grant, in a court baron held for the purpose, six acrés of the
waste land lying about and encompassing the Wells, in trust
to the poor of Hampstead. On this land the chapel and
several houses in Well-walk are built. This ¢ Wells Charity’
is still applied to apprenticing out poor children whose
parents have been parishioners for three years without re-
ceiving parish relief. The boys must be fourteen, and the
girls twelve years of age. The. Wells estate in 1812 pro-
duced 92l. per annum, and the trustees had also 1,100.. in
the 3 per cents. The incomc must now be much larger.

The great assembly-room of the tavern seems to bave been
converted into a chapel in or about 1733, as Dr. Soame
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mentions it as a chapel in 1734, and it was not so in 1732,
The Rev. Charles Graut, who became rector of Hinton Parva
in Dorsetshire in 1800, was some time curate at Hampstead,
and was proprietor of Well-walk Chapel for upwards of thirty
years. °

As the wells of ¢the northern heights of London’ are so
numerous, and in the last generation presented a peculiar
characteristic of that suburban region, leaving their conse-
quences in the theatre of Sadler’s Wells to this time, we
cannot select a better opportunity of introducing an account
of them than here.

TI[E MINERAL WELLS NORTH OF LONDON.

In the ¢ Gentleman’s Magazine ’! there is an account of
the most remarkable wélls in and round London, from which
we take what concerns those on the north of the metro-
polis. Soon after the Revolution, upon the Drama being
emancipated from the shackles of the Puritans, a novel
species of amusement first became general, under the name
of Musick-houses. One of the earliest of these was Cole-
man’s Misick-house mnear Lamb’s Conduit, which soon
became a place of much abandoned company. In fact, this
was their general character, and, in the end, caused their
putting down ome after another. One of the most fre-
quented, and one which long outlasted others, was that
at Islington called Miles’s Musick-house or Sadler’s Wells.
Epsom and Tunbridge Wells were in use before Sadler’s’
Well acquired its modern reputation, and there was also
another well at Islington near the same spot called Islington
Wells or Islington Spa, to which we shall anon refer. But
as to Sadler’s Well, in a tract referred to by Sir Jobm

! Vol, Ixxxiii. pt. ii. p. 553.
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Hawkins, Lysons, and Strutt, published by Thomas Malthus
at the Sun in the Poultry, 1684, we are told that ¢the new
well at Islington is a certain spring in the middle of a
garden belonging to the musick-house built by Mr. Sadler
on the north side of the great cistern that receives the New
River water near Islington; the water whereof was, before
the Reformation, much famed for several extraordinary cures
performed thereby, and was thereupon accounted sacred, and
called the Holy Well. The priests belonging to the Priory
of Clerkenwell used to attend there, and made the people
believe that the virtues of the water proceeded from the
efficacy of their prayers. But upon the Reformation, the
well was stopped up, on the supposition that the frequenting
it was altogether superstitious; and so by degrees, it grew
out of remembrance and was wholly lost. Mr. Sadler being
made surveyor of the highways, and having good gravel in
his garden, employed two men to dig there.’

These men re-discovered the well, a large well of stone,
arched over and curiously carved. Supposing that the fame
of the well formerly had proceeded from some medicinal virtue,
Mr. Sadler carried some of it to a doctor, who advised him
to brew beer with it, and sell it in bottles, called roundlets.
Dr. Merton and others recommended their patients to drink
it. And they were told in a puff, that it was well to drink a
glass of Rhenish or white wine with it, and for those who
smoked, to take a pipe or two whilst the water worked. In
fact, it was intended as at all such places, to make it a
resort for dissipation in the pretence of secking health. The
well appears to have been opened in June 1697, being re-
commended in the ‘Post-boy’ and ¢ Flying Post’ as a powerful
chalybeate spring. Sadler would seem only to have held it
till 1799, for in that year it was called Miles's Musick-
honse, though the well continued to hold the name of
Sadler’s Well.
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A description of the people frequenting the well and
music-house, which shows the rude, low, and disgusting
character of the population resorting to such places at that
period, is given in the ¢ Weekly Comedy,” a play ¢ then acted
in the Coffee-houses of London.” Of this ¢ Weekly Comedy’
the first number was published about May 3, 1699, and it
was issued periodically in half sheets, folio; apparently with
remarks and anecdotes. It was by Edward Ward; and the
gsame piece was afterwards inserted in his Miscellaneous
Works, as the ¢ Humours of a Coffee-house.” These works
of Ned Ward present a faithful, no doubt, but a most awful
and disgusting picture of coarseness, obscenity, and vile
debauchery of the common people of London at that date,
in language which could not be read now in any decent
family. -In the third number of Ward’s ¢ Comedy,” and in
¢ Dowke’s Protestant Mercury’ of the same date, 1699, a
story is related of a fellow at Sadler’s Wells, who, after he
had dined heartily on a buttock of beef, for the wager of five
guineas eat a live cock—feathers, entrails, and all—with
only a plate of oil and vinegar for sauce, and half a pint of
brandy to wash it down ; and offered, after an interval of two
hours, to do the same thing again for five guineas more. In
the same paper of January 4, following, the same monster is
stated _to have eaten a live cat at a music-house in St.
Katherine’s. These horrible feats were attested by many
credible people, who were eye-witnesses. According to
Ward’s account, not only -butchers, bailiffs, prize-fighters,
deer-stealers, and a world of ‘ vermin trained up for the gal-
lows,” but fine ladies and gentlemen from the inns of court,
from the wealthy circles, frequented the New Tanbridge and
Sadler’s Wells, at Islington, where they were regaled with
cheese-cakes, custards, bottled ale and cyder, and with sing-
ing and dancing. In this motley crowd were conspituous-
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numerous women of the town, and the quality of the singing
and dancing was of the lowest and most sensual kind.
Mimicry and pantomime, and a sort of masquerading, made
up the entertainment, which was witnessed by the more
select, if any attending such places could merit the name,
from galleries adjoining the organ-loft.

The celebrity of the springs at Sadler’s Well and the
Islington New Tunbridge, did not last long, but the music-
halls and their attractions continued to draw crowds for
several years. There is a rare tract called ¢ God’s Judgment
against Murderers, or an account of a cruel and barbarous
murther, committed on Thursday night, the 14th of August,
at Sadler’s Musick-house, near Islington, on the body of
Mr. Waite, a lieutenant of a man-of-war, by one M.
French, a lawyer of the Temple, showing how they quar-
relled about women,” &ec., 1712. This tract, which calls the
place Sadler’s, otherwise Miles’s Musick-house, gives it the
character of a most abandoned resort ¢of unaccountable and
disorderly people.’

Sadler’s music-house in his own time was a wooden
building. Miles is said to have much improved and beauti-
fied the place and made it very popular. One account says
that Miles was succeeded by Francis Forcer, the musician
but Sir John Hawkins, in his History of Musick,' makes
Francis Forcer succeed Sadler:—¢One Francis Forcer, a
musician, and the composer of many songs, printed in the
Theatre of Musick, published by Henry Playford and John
Carr, in the years 1685, 1686, and 1687, became the occu-
pier of the Wells and Musick-house. His suceessor therein
was a son of his, who had been bred up to the law, and,
as some said, a barrister. He was the first who exhibited
there the diversions of rope-dancing, tumbling, &e. He

! Vol. iv. p. 380.
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was a very gentlemanly man, remarkably tall and athletic,
and died in’an advanced age, about the year 1740, at the

Wells, which, for many years, had been the place of his
residence.’ R

William Garbott in his ¢New River, a Poem,” praises
Francis Forcer highly as a gentleman and man of education,
educated at Oxford, and a member of the Bar, and ¢most
obliging man,” though he confesses that ¢ Miles first did
make the Wells known,’ or, at least, © first got it fame.” A

few stanzas from Garbott’s poem will give an idea of the
place and its amusements :—

Through Islington then glides my best-loved theme,
And Miles's garden washos with his stream;

Now Forcer's garden is its proper name,

Though Miles the man was who first got it fame.
And though it's owned Miles first did make it known,
Forcer improves the same we all must own.

There you may sit under the shady: trees,

And drink and smoke, fanned by the gentle breeze,
Behold the fish, how wantonly they play,

And catch them also, if you please, you may.

Two noble swans swim by this garden’s side,

Of wuter-fowl the glory and the pride,

Which to the garden no small beauty are;

Were they but black, they would be much more rare :
With ducks so tame that from your hands they feed,
And, T Lelieve, for that they sometimes bleed.

A noble walk likewise adorns tho place,

To which the river adds a greater grace;

There you cun sit, or walk, do what you please,
Which best you like, and most suits at your onse.
Now to the show-room let’s awhile repair

To sce the aetive feats porforméd there;

How the bold Dutchman on the rope doth bound,
With greater air than others on the ground;

What capers does he eut ! how backward leaps!
With Merry Andrew eyeing all his steps:

His comic humours with delight yoy see,

Pleasing unto the best. of company.

The great D’Aumont has been diverted there,

With divers others of like character;

As by their generous gifts they make appear,

D
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The famous tumbler lately is come o'er,

Who was the wonder of the other share:

France, Spain, and Holland, and High Germany,
Sweden, and Denmark, and famed Italy,

His active feats did with amazement see,

Which done by man they thought could never be.
Amongst the rest, he falleth from on bigh,
Head-foremost from the upper gallery,

And in bis fall performs a somerset,

The women think in dread he'll break his neck,
" And gently on his feet comes to the ground,

To the amazement of beholders round.
Black-Scaramouch and Harlequin of fame

The ladder-dance, with forty I could name,

Full as diverting, and of later date,

You may see there at 2 much cheaper rate

Than at Tre House, as well performed too: .
You only pay for Jiquors, not the show ;

Such as neat brandy, Southam cyder fine,

And grape's true juice as ¢'er was pressed from vine.

Francis Forcer continued lessee of the premises till the
time of his death, which happened in April 1743. In his
will he added the house at Sadler’s Wells, with all its stock,
scenery, &c., to be sold for the payment of his debts. This
was done; an encouragement to a new place of the same
kind opened at Clerkenwell. A view-of old Sadler’s Wells
is engraved in a quarto volume of songs set to music, called
¢ Universal Harmony, or the Gentlemen and Ladies Com-
panion,” 1745 and 1746. The Well-house is seen standing
detached from the Musick- house. ¢ A song on Sadler’s
Wells’ in the volume says :—

Herds around, on herbage green,

And bleating flocks, are sporting scen ;
While Pheebus with his brightest rays
The fertile soil doth seem to praise;
And zephyrs with theic gentlest gales,
Breathing more sweet than flowery vales,
Which give new health, and heat repells,
Such are the joys of Sudler's Wells,

Let us just imagine the site of Sadler’s Wells now, in the
heart of brick Islington !
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The next proprietor was Rosoman, who in 1765 pulled
down' the 0ld wooden building, and erected the theatre on
an enlarged scale, at a cost of 4,225l. In fitting up the
theatre every attention was paid to the accommodation of
the audience with liquors during the performance, for which
purpose the seats had backs with ledged shelves at the top,
80 as to secure the bottles for each row of visitors in succes-
sion, and the glasses having only short stems, were turned
down over the mouths of the bottles. A bill of 1773 gives
us the terms on which this theatrical systemn was conducted :
—¢Ticket for the boxes, 3s., which entitles the bearer to a
pint of Port, Mountain, Lisbon, or Punch. Ticket for the
pit, 1s. 6d. Ticket for the gallery, ls.; either of which,
with an additional sixpence, will entitle the bearer to a pint
of either of the aforesaid liquors. Any person choosing a
second pint may have it-at 1s., the price paid at any other
public place.” At benefits, the performers relied on their
popularity to fill the house, and announced, ‘boxes 3s.; pit
and gallery, 1s. 6d. Those who choose wine may have it at
2s. a bottle.’” There was a temporary revival of this most
objectionable custom during the seasons of 1803-4-5; and
the wine supplied at 2s. the bottle and 1s. the pint.

In 1778 the whole interior of the house was broken down
and materially improved. About the same period, if not
some years earlier, Dibdin composed .several favourite pieces
for this theatre. The music was popular, the scenes novel,
and the pantomimes celebrated for their comic tricks and
changes. Here Grimaldi shone in all his inimitableness.” From
Rosoman Sadler’s Wells went to the celebrated performer,
Mr. King, Serjeant the trumpeter, gtqd Arnold, a goldsmith
and jeweller. Arnold and Mr. Wroughton, of Drury Lane,
purchased the place for 12,000Z. The Wells were afterwards
the joint property of Messrs. Wroughton, Siddons (husband

D 2
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of the celebrated Mrs. Siddons), Hughes (proprietor of
several provincial theatres), Coates (a linen-draper), and Mr.

- Arnold, jun. In 1802 it was purchased by Charles Dihdin,
My, T..Dibdin (bis brother), Mr. Reeve (the composer), Mr.
Andrews (the scene-painter of this theatre), and two gentle-
men of the City. The proximity of the New River enabled
the proprietors, in Baster of 1804, to exhibit a water enter-
tainment called Naumachia, in which real water was intro-
duced, with a large basin, where the stage originally stood,
with boats, ships, and huge sea-monsters upon it.

The Islington Spa, or New Tunbridge Wells, was a similar
place of entertainment, as we have said, before Sadler’s
Wells was opened ; though it does not seem to have had
music until Sadler’s Wells compelled it to introduce it or to
fall behind in interest. In 1700 it advertised music for
dancing all the day long every Monday and Thursday during
the summer season. No mask admitted. In 1733 it was
visited by the Princess Amelia for drinking the waters.
George Colman wrote a dramatic trifle called ‘The Spleen; or
Islington Spa,” which was acted at Drury Lane in 1776. In
the following year Mr. Hollanrd, the proprietor, advertised
that the number of patients daily receiving benefit °was
scarcely to be creditted.” Holland soon after failed, and the
remainder of the lease was sold. The place continued to go
down. The gardens, however, for some years opened on
Mondays for drinking the waters, and on afternoons for
tea. Annual subscription one guinea; visits to drink the
waters, sixpence each to non-subscribers. In a volume of
songs, published about 1727, there is a view of the company
walking round the quadrangle enclosing the well, and others
walking in the gardens. After the gardens were closed an
attempt was made to re-open them again as a minor
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Vauxhall; but before 1812 they were broken up and a

row of houses built on the spot, the well, however, con-
tinued open.

The Clerks’ Well, so called from the monks of Clerkenwell
Priory, and which now gives name to the populous parish of
Clerkenwell, is the most ancient of those in the vicinity of
the metropolis. It was indebted for its fame to the history

of the drama, and not to any medicinal virtues of the
spring.

Bagnigge Wells were situated on a little stream called the
River Bagnigge, though scarcely better than a ditch. The
House of Bagnigge was at one time inhabited by Nell
Gwynn. On an inscription on the front of it stood, ¢T. 8.
This is Bagnigge House near the Pindar a Wakefeilde, 1680.
In it was a chimney-piece with a carved effigy of Nell sur-
rounded by prints of all sorts, gilt, supposed to refer to her
origin as seller of fruit at the theatres. In 1760, on dis-
covery of the wells, it was opened for water-drinking, and
for the rest of the amusements given at such places, and
probably from Nell Gwyun’s residence there, called, ‘The
Royal Bagnigge Wells.” It was a great Sunday resort. A
curious mezzotint print of Bagnigge Wells was published by
J. R. Smith, 1772. In 1813 the tenant, a Mr. Salter, was a
bankrupt, and the furniture, fittings-up, with all the leaden
figures of the garden, pumps, suckers, pipes, coppers, garden

lights, shrubs, 200 drinking tables, 250 forms, 400 dozen of
bottled ale, &e., were sold.

Kilbwrn Wells were not publicly known at the time of the
publication of Dr. John Birkenhead’s ¢ Outlines of Natural
History,” in 1772; but in the following year they were
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advertised as having their gardens and great room for musie,
dancing, &ec.

There were also St. Chad’s Well, near Battle Bridge, which
was much resorted to by the population of the neighbour-
hood, and

The River of Wells, which commenced at the foot of Hamp-
stead Hills, and ran between Pond Street and Kentish Town to
Pancras, and then by several meanders through Battle Bridge,
Black-St. Mary’s Hall (where also there was a spring), and
thence by Turnmill Street, Field Lane, Holborn Bridge, to
Fleet Ditch., Of this river tradition saith, according to
Norden, ¢that it was once navigable, and that lighters and
barges used to go up as far as Pancras Church, and that
in digging, anchors have been found within these two
hundred years’ Hence, by the choking up of the river, it is
easy to account for the decay of the town of Pancras. TIn
the neighbourhood of Clerkenwell there were several wells—
Skinner’s, Fag’s, Tode, Loder’s, and Rodwell Wells; and
from the overflowing of these, according to Stow, this was
called the River of Wells.

All this is now covered in, and runs under houses.

KILBURN PRIORY. -

This conventnal property and estate having been inti-
mately connected with the Manor of Hampstead, both under
the monks of Westminster, and afterwards, it will be con-
venient to give a concise notice of it before entering on the
details of the Village of Hampstead.

This nunnery was, it appears, originally a hermitage.
One Godwin had retired thither, being in possession of
certain lands there; and he built his hermitage on the
banks of the little rivulet, Kule-Bourne, or the Coal Brook,
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synonymous with the phantom of Kiihleborn in the story of
Undine. It was surrounded with wood; and was very much
as Spenser describes such a place in his Faerie Queene :—

A litle lowly hermitage it waz,

Downe in a dale, hard by a forest’s side,

Far from resort of people, that did pass'

In traveill to and froe ; a little wyde

Theroe was 4 holy chapell edifyde

Wherein the Hermite dewly went to say

His holy things, each morne and eventyde:

Thereby a christall strenme did gently play
Which from a sacred fountaine welled forth aiway.

OLD KILBURN PRIORY.

(From an old Drnwing in AMr. Gardner's Collection.)

. The place a town now, no doubt was solitary enough in
the reign of Henry I in the early part of the twelfth cen-
tury. Godwin, it appears, soon became weary of so much
solitude as Kilburn then afforded, and made over his cell
and lands to the Abbey of Westminster; and the abbot
of Westminster, the Bishop of London consenting, con-

“veyed the place to three virgins, named Emma, Grunilda,
and Cristina, who had been maids of honour to Matilda,
queen of Henry I. The queen was herself a most religious
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personage, who is stated to have gone every day in Lent
to Westminster Abbey, bare-footed and bare-legged, wear-
ing a garment of hair. She would wash and kiss the feet
of the poorest people. These three maids of honour pro-
bably were inspired by their devout mistress with a desire
for a religious life; and they and all others who should
thereafter take up their abode in that place, under monastic
regulations, were to have the guardianship of a warden of
suitable age and character. Godwin received this office first,
and no doubt found his solitude agreeably relieved by the
society of those ladies who, as maids of honour, must have
possessed whatever education court-ladies then received.

On the death of Godwin, the nuns were to elect with the
advice of the Abbot of Westminster, some senior person
capable of presiding over their church, and their chaplain
was not to interfere with the temporal matters of the con-
vent, for into that it grew; neither was the Abbot of West-
minster to put any one into this office without their consent;
they were to enjoy all the possessions which God might
please to bestow on them,  as freely as St. Peter did his.’

Very soon, additions were made to the property by the
Abbot of Westminster and others for prayers for the souls
of abbots and brothers of Westminster and Feschamp. The
church was dedicated to St. John the Baptist ; and Herbert,
the abbot, soon after gave them an estate in Knightebruga,
or Knightsbridge, called the Gara, probably the Gore at
Kensington. His successor, Gervase, gave them two corra-
dies, one of bread and beer, and another of cooked meats
for the kitchen, called coquina, and of clareto.

Abbot Walter, in 1191, gave'the Manor of Paddington to
the Abbey of Westminster, and on the anniversary of this
gift, the nuns of Kilburn received a fresh allowance of bread

and wine.
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Great strife arose afterwards betwixt the Abbot of West-
minster and. the Bishop of London, as to right of spiritunal
interference in.the nunnery, and the question was referred
to Pope Honorius in 1225, who gave the decision as was
just, according to the charter, to the Abbot of Westminster;
but the Bishop of London, who was now become very power-
ful, resisted this, and referred the question to the Bishop of
Rochester and the Prior of Dunstable, who decided in his
favour. Henceforward, the bishops of London exercised eccle-
siastical authority over the nunnery, consecrated the nuns,
appointed the chaplain, and the prioi‘ess, for they now had
one. Further benefactions were made to this nunnery of
the Manor of Middleton in Surrey, by John de Somerie, and
the priory was exempt from all tenths, fifteenths, and taxes
and tallages whatever. In the reign of Edward IIL. Roger
de Aperdele granted the prioress and nuns the Manor of
Minchin in Surrey; and, in the same reign, Thomas de
Wolton and William Topcliffe granted them the advowson
of the church of Codam, and an acre of land in Kent. Yet,
after all, one is surprised to learn that in 1377 the nun-
nery was in great distress, and an enquiry being instituted
by the Bishop of London, ¢a wretched spectacle of distress’
was exhibited to the eyes of the visitors. Itis not explained
how this distress came about, but it must either have arisen
from mismanagement of the property of the nunnery, or from
the great hospitality which the nuns had to exercise to trav-
ellers so near London, when the convents were the only or
nearly only, houses for the reception of travellers.

Park gives an inventory of the goods in the nunnery at
the time of the visitation in the reign of Henry VIIL., in
order to the suppression. Awmongst the articles of daily use
were ‘6 stone cruesys to drynke in.” "The fittings-up of
the church do not appear to have been very costly. The
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nuns were found in possession of forty acres of cultivated
land in the parish of Willesden, besides the other property
mentioned. The nunnery must have been of less yearly
value than 2007, as it was suppressed under that category.

After the dissolution, Henry VIII. made over the lands
of the nununery at Kilburn, Hampstead, and Kilburn Wood,
in exchange for Paris Garden and other estates, to the
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. The Knights Templars
formerly owned this property, but having been dissolved in
1812, it was transferred to the Kunights Hospitallers of St.
John of Jerusalem; and also they, in their turn, were dis-
solved by Henry VIIL in 1540; and the King granted the
site of the Priory of Kilburn to the Earl of Sussex, and the
Manor of Shuttup-Hill, called also the Manor of Hampstead,
to Sir Roger Cholmeley, Chief Baron of the Exchequer. Kil-
"burn afterwards passed through many different hands. Sir
Roger Cholmeley having only two daughters, his property also
passed through various haunds, and in those of Sir Arthur
Atye in 1564, the two estates became again united, only to
be afterwards divided again. In Park’s time, there remained
the farm of Shuttup-Hill, which was freehold and in posses-
sion of Arthur Annesley Powell, Esq. of Devonshire Place ;
and a portion of the Kilburn property called the Abbey
Farm, forty-six acres, copyhold, was in the possession of
Mr. Richard Marsh of Simonshyde, near Hatfield. All the
conventual buildings had disappeared, except a portion of
the domestic buildings of which he gives an engraving.

HAMPSTEAD HEATH AND, ITS ASSOCIATIONS,

Before entering the village of Hampstead we may as well
take one stroll on the Heath, now greatly diminished from
what it once was, and greatly defaced by the destruction of
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trees, the uprooting of its luxuriant furze and broom, and
the carting away of its 11eat.he1:y surface for gravel and sand.
In old Gerard’s time, who ranged the Heath as he did all the
country round London, a most remarkable variety of . plants
grew upon it. But it is really amazing to see in the cata-
logue of Mr. Bliss, furnished to Park, such plants as the
crowberry, the henbane, the lily of the valley, bilberries, the
service-tree, and raspberries, were still to be found on the
Heath in the present century. These are wholly exclusive
of rare plants found in Caen Wood park, woods, and ponds,
as furnished in the catalogue by Mr. Hunter, Lord Mans-
field’s steward. There probably they may yet be found, as
they are protected; but to what an extent must the surface
of the Heath have been ravaged and deteriorated within the
last fifty years. Only, indeed, by the jealous care of its
inhabitants has it been sayed from the process of inclosure
which has swallowed so many other of the open spaces
around the metropolis and other great cities, so vitally
essential to the health of their inhabitants. It is not to
be wondered at that the lords of manors, tempted by the
enormous value which such open expanses have acquired
as building land, should have exerted all their power
and influence to appropriate them. In proportion as this
value increased, so did the lords of manors propound the
theory that the fee simple resided in them, and that they
could enclose at pleasure. But this doctrine has met with
a decided check at Great Berkhampstead, at Wimbledon, and
at Hampstead. At Great Berkhampstead the lord of the
manor. had already proceeded to enclose, and set the in-
habitants and commoners at defiance. At Wimbledon, the
lord of the manor had more magnanimously offered to
bestow the common on the inhabitants; but in both cases
the commoners and inhabitants put in a claim of rights on
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their part as valid as those of the lord, and their rights
~ were allowed by the legislature or the courts of law. Hamp-
stead Heath has been for many years menaced with enclo-
sure by the lord of the manor, and the numerous attempts
of Sir Thomas Maryon Wilson to beguile Parliament into
sanctioning his desire for enclosure, is a piece of history
unique and curious of its kind. Fortunately, as lords of
manors rose in their claims, it became clear to the minds
of the public thzi,t, if there were any truth in the maxims of
common law, and any force in successive acts of parliament,
in declaring the acquisition of right by the unrestricted
enjoyment of a property for a certain number of years,
the public enjoyment of the open grounds mnear particular
.pla,ces, by the inhabitants of those places, constituted a
right of such enjoyment as strong as that of the lord of the
manor ; and that without their consent neither the lord of
a manor, nor the lord in co-operation with the fre¢holders,
copyholders, and those enjoying commonage, called the
homage, could enclose at all. This right, too, has received
the sanction of the law, as may be seen in the treatises on
common rights which have lately been published. Besides
this, the Act of Parliament procured by the Right Hon.
William Cowper in 1866 has now for ever barred the enclo-
sure of such lands within a ecircuit of fourteen miles round
Charing Cross, London. These will prove serious obstacles
to the inflated demands of Sir Thomas Wilson of some half
million for Hampstead Heath, as advanced on the basis of
building land value to Sir John Thwaites, the head of the
Metropolitan Board of Works; and the enquiry in Chancery,
on the part of the inhabitants of Hampstead, into Sir
Thomas’s real rights will, no doubt, result in a fresh con-
firmation of the solid. and inalienable claims of the public
over all sach lands where they have for more than thirty
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years established a user. Whether the mischief done by the
sale of sand can be checked is perhaps more dubious.

One of tlie earliest and most curious facts of history con-
nected with Hampstead Heath is that stated by Matthew
Paris, or rather by Roger of Wendover, from whom he borrows
it, that so late as in the thirteenth century, it was the resort
of wolves, and was as dangerous to cross on that account
at night as it was for ages aftel'wards, and, in fact, almost
down to our own times, for highwaymen.

But Matthew Paris not only says that wolves in his time
abounded in this neighbourhood, but wild boars, deer, and
wild bulls, the ancient British cattle; so that neither the
wolf’s-head tax of King Edgar in Wales, nor the man-
dates of Edward I. in England, had anything like ac-
complished the extirpation of the wolf in this island.
Fitz-Stephen in his ¢ Survey of London,” so late as 1182,
and Juliana Berners, still later, in the reign of Henry VI,
in the fifteenth century, asserts in the ¢ Boke of St. Alban’s’
that the wolf and wild boar still haunted the forests north of
London. Of the four ¢ beastes of venerie,’ she says :—

The fyrste of theym is the harte ; the second is the hare,
The boore is one of tho: the wulfe and not one mo.

So late as the commencement of the present century,
highway robberies were of daily occurrence within twenty
miles round London. They were pretty frequent about
Hampstead Heath. The following account in the ¢ Domestic
Occurrences’ in the ¢ Gentleman’s Magazine’ for July 1803,
shows that there were plucky fellows amongst the London
tradesmen then. <This morning, June 26, as Mr. Orrell, of
Winsley Street, Oxford Street, with Mrs. Orrell, were passing
in their chaise over Goulder’s Green, on their way to Hendon,
about half-past eight, they were stopped by a single high-
wayman, who produced a pistol and demanded their money.



46 - HAMPSTEAD.

Mr. Orrell declared he would not be robbed, and a,f'ter the
highwayman had uttered violent oaths and threats, and put
his pistol several times to the head of Mr. and Mrs. Orrell,
Mr: Ozrell jumped out of the chaise, and seizing: the high-
- Wayman, nearly pulled him off his horse, and laid hold of
the pistol; on which the highwayman struggled and épurred
his horse, and having extricated himself, gallopped away
towards Hampstead. He afterwards stopped one of the
Hampstead stages near Red Lion Hill, in which were six
passengers, with two men and the coachman outside, and
robbed them of upwards of 40l Besides this number of
persons in and on the coach, there were several persons
passing at the time! He then rode coolly off.’

‘What a striking proof that a bold heart in a single man’s
breast, is worth a, score of mén without hearts.

To what a regular profession the dealing with gentlemen
for rings, watches, purses, canes, swords, and other commo-
dities’ on the heaths round London had become, is demon-
strated by the following curious document :—

BILL FILED BY A HIGHWAYMAN,

One of the most remarkable facts in the history of high-
waymen, who a century ago played a bold and very promi-
nent part on the roads round London for a dozen miles
or so, is connected with Hampstead, as it also is with
Finchley, Blackheath, Hounslow Heath, and other favourite
places for the kind of ¢dealing’ in which this gentleman
and his partner were engaged. Itis a ¢Bill filed in the
Court of Exchequer by William Wreathock, of Hatton
Grarden, attorneir; between John Everet and Joseph .Wil-
liams, two notorious robbers; the former of whom was
afterwardg executed at Tyburn, and the latter at Maidstone,
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in Kent ; for which insult and affront on the Court, -
Wreathoel was committed prisoner to the Fleet, where he
remained six months.’

It is worth- while to quote some portion of. this vextra~
ordinary bill as a curiosity.

¢To the Right Honorable the Chancellor and Under-
Treasurer, the Right Honorable the Lord Chief i?mon, and
the rest of the Honorable the Barons of His Majesty’s Court
of Kxchequer :—

¢ Hambly complmmno, sheweth unto your Honours your
orator, John Everet,ﬂof the parish of St. James’s, Clerken-
well, in the county of Middlesex, gent., debtor and ac-
countant to his Majesty, as by the record of this honorable
court and otherwise it doth and may appear; that -your
orator being skilled in dealing and in buying and selling
several sorts of commodities, such as corn, hay, straw,
horses, cows, sheep, oxen, hogs, wool, lambs, butter, cheese,
plate, rings, watches, canes, swords, and other commodities,
whereby your orator had acquired to himself a very con-
siderable sum of money, to the amount.of 1,000l and up-
wards; and Joseph Williams of the parish of , in the
said county of Middlesex, gent., being acquainted therewith,
and knowing your orator’s great care, diligence, and in-
dustry in managing the said dealing, he, the said Joseph
Williams, in-or about the year of our Lord 1770, applied
himself to your orator, in order to become your orator’s
partner thereﬁ;; and after several such applications and
meetings between him and your orator for that purpose . . .
your orator agreed 'that the said J oseph Williams should
become his partner.’ LN

In the same legal style the bill contmues to the extent of
several pages, but we may note its depositions much more
concisely, These are, that the said Joseph Williams agreed to
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enter into this trade, or, in plain language, general systemn
of robbery, and to pay half the expenses of it on the roads,
at inns, alehouses, markets, and fairs, &c.; and should
furnish his share of necessaries, as horses, bridles, saddles,
assistants, and servants. This partnership was only for one
year, and was to end at Michaelmas 1721.

This trade was to be plied on Hounslow, Hampstead, and
Black Heaths, at Finchley Common, Bagshot, and Wimbledon
in Surrey, Salisbury in Wiltshire, and elsewhere; in which
places they dealt with gentlemen for divers watches, rings,
swords, canes, hats, cloaks, horses, Lridles, saddles, and
other things (purses, no doubt, though not mentioned). In
this trade they were so successful that they soon were in
possession of 2,000l. But when the said Everet called on
the said Williams to render a full and fair account, and to
divide the proceeds (for Williams is made to appear to have
been ‘the Judas, and carried the bag’), instead of so dividing,
he made similar claims on Everet, and these being refused,
commenced an action at law against him in Court of
‘Common Pleas at Westminster, and actually obtained a
verdict for 20l ; on which account, and also because the
said Joseph Williams threatened the said Everet with fresh
lawsuits, and moreover maligned his character, denied the
receipts of money attributed to him, and even denied the
contract of partnership (which the plaintiff confesses was
not in writing, but merely verbal), this John Everet secks
redress from the Court of Exchequer, and prays that the
fraudulent Joseph Williams may be cited and compelled to
show a fair account, by the production of all the necessary
books, papers, writings, memorandums, and accounts; that
he may be compelled to make a fair division of profits on
such accounts thus proved, and may be restrained from any
further action at law against the said John Everct, &e.
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This extraordinary bill was filed on October 3, 1725,
¢ Int. Joh’em Everit . .. quer.
Josephum Williams . . . deft.
¢ P, Bill Anglicume’

Immediately on the filing of this bill, the counsel for the
defendant, Mr. Serjeant Girdler, moved that it might be
referred to John Harding, Esq., D.R. of the court, as scan-
dalous and impertinent, which was done; and the bill being
pronounced by the court, on the report of the said John
Harding, Esq., D.R. of the court, both scandalous and im-
pertinent, Iverit was sentenced to pay the costs in the case;
and the solicitors, White and Wreathock, were summoned
into court by the tipstaff, and each of them fined 50 or to
be committed to the Fleet till the fines were paid. It
appears that Wreathock was accordingly imprisoned for six
months. John Collins, Esq., whose name appeared upon
the bill, was also sentenced to pay such costs as the Deputy
should state. Such was the punishment inflicted by the
Cowt of Exchequer for the indignity offered to it by the
filing of this highwayman’s bill.

Everit, the plaintiff, was convicted in January 1729-30,
for robbing one Martha Ellis on the highway near St. Pan-
cras, and was executed at Tyburn on the 20th of February
following. Williams, the defendant, was executed two years
before Everit, namely in March 1727, at Maidstone, for a
robbery committed there; and Wreathock, Everit’s solicitor,
was afterwards tried at the Old Bailey, for being concerned
with robbing Dr. Lancaster, in company with several others,
and transported for life, As a proceeding at law, this bill,
filed by a highwayman, and drawn by a solicitor who also
practised on the highway, is certainly unique.!

V Gentleman’s Magazine, vol. 1xxxii. part i, p. 610.

E
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Finchley Common, which was enclosed only in 1812, and
of which a large portion was obtained by the proprietors of
Friars’ Barnet, was perhaps more notorious for the practice
of this nocturnal conveyancing than even Hampstead Heath.

By the year 1816 wonderful changes had been produced
in and around the metropolis, as regarded the security of
moving about. The improvement in the roads and in the
. system of magistracy and police had operated most bene-
ficially. Before this the magistrates were, as they are still
generally in the provinces, unpaid. They were, moreover,
most unfit, and extremely corrupt. Few of them knew any-
thing of law ; many were retail tradesmen. Justice Black-
borough, of Clerkenwell, was an old ironmonger. They had
no salaries, and therefore made what they could out of fees
and bribes. Henry Fielding, it is said, had no salary,
though his half-brother, Sir John Fielding, had. Hence the
justices were called ‘trading justices,” and ¢basket justices.’
The basket justices were open to bribes of good things, and
had a basket into which such contributions by those called
before them were not very privately thrown. The trading
justices lived upon fees, which they shared with their clerks,
and had the lion’s share. Fielding describes one of these in
his ¢ Amelia.’ Jonathan Thrasher, Esq., one of the justices
of the peace for the liberty of Westminster, he says, ¢ was
utterly without knowledge of the laws of England, but was
well versed in the laws of nature; that is to say, he looked
after his own interest, and was never indifferent in a cause
but when he could get nothing on either side.” Fielding
_says that one of his own pre'(igcessors used to make a
thousand a year of the place. One means was to issue
orders to take up all the poor devils in the streets, and then
bail them out at 2s. 4d. per head. Thus a hundred wretched
girls at 2s 4d. would ‘make 111 18s. 4d. This all went to
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the magistrate—a tolerable morning’s work. They sent none
to jail, for bailing them was so much better.

The police of that time were not police, but constables—
fellows picked up any where or how, for not evgry one
would have such a post; and many of them had trades of
their own to look after. So magistrates, constables, and
thieves all flourished together. The change into paid
magistrates and regular police astonished the famous Bow
Street officer, John Townsend. When he had held that post
for five-and-thirty years, in giving his evidence before a
committee of the House of Commons, in 1816, he said:
¢ There is one thing which appears to me most extraordinary,
when I remember that very likely in a single week there
would be from ten to fifteen highway robberies. We have
not had a man committed for highway robbery very lately.
I speak of persons on horseback. Formerly there were two,
three, or four highwaymen; some on Hounslow Heath, some
on Wimbledon Common, some on the Romford Road. I
have dctually come to Bow Street in a morning, and while I
have been leaning over the desk, had three or four people
come in and say: “I was robbed by two highwaymen in
such a place;” «“I was robbed by a single highwayman-in
such a place.” People travel more safely by means of the
horse-patrol that Sir Richard Ford planned. Where are these
highway robberies now? As I was observing to the Chan-
cellor at the time I was up at his house on the Corn Bill:
he said, “Townsend, I knew you very well so many years
ago.” I said, “Yes, my lord, I remember you first coming
to the bar, just in your plain gown, and then as King’s
Counsel, and now Chancellor. Now your lordship sits as
Chancellor, and directs the executions on the Recorder’s
report,—but where are the highway robberies now?” And *
his lordship said, “Yes, I am astonished. There are no

¥ 2
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footpad robberies now, but merely jostling you in the streets.
They used to be ready to pop at a man as soon as he let
down his glass; that was by banditti.””’

As to the frequency of highway robberies in the districts
round London, Townsend added, ¢Chief Justice Eyre once
went the Home circuit, beginning at Hertford and ending at
Kingston, when crimes were so desperate that in his charge to
the grand jury at Hertford, he told them to be careful about
what bills they found, for he had made up his mind, when-
ever persons were convicted throughout the circuit for capital
crimes, to hang them all. And he kept his word; he saved
neither man nor woman. In one case seven people—four
men and three women—were convicted of robbing a pedler
in a house in Kent Street. They were all convicted, and all
hanged opposite the house in Kent Street where the offence
was committed ; and, I think, on Kennington Common, eight
more, making fifteen, all that were convicted being hung.
‘With respect to the present time, and the early part of my
time, such as 1781-1787, where one is committed now ten
were then, and we never had an execution without gracing
that unfortunate gibbet with from ten to twenty, and forty
I once saw at twice. I have them all down at home.’

Since Townsend’s time we cannot so much say that the
thieves have decreased as that they have changed the theatre
of their operations. Our highways are tolerably secure—
railways have, for one thing, removed nocturnal travelling
from them—Dbut the streets of the metropolis can show all
the robbery that the highways have lost. No part of the
world displays such nightly assaults and plundering of the
person as the British capital, as the police reports testify.
The ¢ Arabian Nights’ boast of their ¢ forty thieves;’ but our
" gas-lit and police-provided streets boast their forty thousand,
When shall another Townsend be astonished at the disap-
pearance of these perpetual feats of night-ervantry 2
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THE GROVES OF HAMPSTEAD.

THE GROVES OF HAMPSTEAD.

Hone, in his ¢ Table Book,’ p. 810, says Hampstead js ‘the
place of groves;’ how long it may remain so is a secret
in the bosom of speculators and builders. Its first grove
townward is the noble private avenue from Hampstead Road
to Belsize House, in the valley between Primrose Hill and
the hill where the church stands, with Mr. Memory-Corner
Thompson’s remarkable house and lodge at the corner of the
pleasant highway to the little village of West-End. In the
neighbourhood of Hampstead Church, and between that
edifice and the Heath, are several old groves. Winding
southwardly from the Heath, there is a charming little grove
in Well Walk, with a bench at the end, whereon I last
saw poor Keats, the poet-of the ¢Pot of Basil,” sitting and
sobbing his dying breath into a handkerchief, glancing
parting looks towards the quiet landscape he had delighted
in, musingas in his ¢ Ode to the Nightingale '—

My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains

My sense, as though of hemlock I had drunk,
Or emptied some dull opiate to the drains

One minuto past, and Lethe-wards had sunk :
"Tis not through envy of thy happy lot,

But being too happy in thy happiness,~—
That thou, light-winged Dryad of the trees,

In some melodious plot

Of beechen green and shadows numberless,

Singest of summer in full-throated ease.
O for a draught of vintage! that hath been

Cooled a long age in the deep-delved earth,
Tasting of Flora and the country green,

Dance and Provengal song, and sunburnt mirth?
0O for a beaker full of the warm south,

Full of the true, the blushful Hippocrene,
With beaded bubbles winking at the brim,

And purple-stajnéd mouth ;

That I might drink and leave the world unseen,
And with thee fade away into the forest dim.



54 HAMPSTEAD.

This little incident of one of the farewell looks of John Keats
on the earth, as he faded away, and ¢left the world unseen,’
will always confer an interest on the seat in the avenue at
the ena of Well Walk,

WELL WALK.

(From a Photograph taken expressly for this work.)

A noble avenue, not noticed by Hone, leads down through
the fir-clump from near Mr. Hoare’s house to North-End, a
quarter remarkable on many accounts.

To these William Hone might also have added the fine
avenue leading from Squire’s Mount up to the new church
—Christ Church. A still more remarkable one is an avenue
called Judges’ Bench, or Judges’ Avenue (mentioned anon),
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and facing the Heath, behind Upper Terrace. A very fine
Svenue is that leading from Roslyn House, particulars regard-
ing which will be found under the head of ¢ Roslyn House.’

Another such avenue is Montague Grove itself. Bgsides
these avenues or groves, every part of Old Hampstead is
distinguished by .rows of trees, either lime or elm tirees,
planted along the broad footpaths in boulevard style.
Hampstead stands on a great extent of ground, and its old
narrow roads winding under tall trees, are continually con-
ducting to fresh and secluded places, that seem hidden from
the world, and would lead you to suppose yourselves far
away from London, and in some especially old-fashioned .
and old-world part of the country.. Extensive old and lofty
walls enclose the large old brick houses and grounds of
what were once the great merchants and nobles of London ;
and ever and anon you are reminded of people and things
which lead your recollection back to the neighbouring
capital and its intruding histories. For instance, descend-
ing one of those quiet shady roads from Mr. Bickersteth’s
church towards Well Walk, you come to a still sort of three-
cornered space, smrrounded by lLouses of a somewhat de-
serted character, except at the lower side, where modern
improvement has entered. The house No. 6 of this still
quarter, which bears the name of Grove Place, and which is
of lath and plaster, and stoops forward as if intending to fall
forward ere long, is, you are assured, the one where the
notorious Mary Ann Clarke lived when in the keeping of the
Duke of York, It is no very princely abode, but is distin-
guished from the rest of the row by a somewhat ornamented
doorway of carved wood. Next it, but standing somewhat
back, is a house called the ¢ Bath House,” probably set up as
a bath-house in the days when the wells of Hampstead were
frequented by the invalids and rowés of London.



LORD ERSKINE'S HOUSE, NEAR °TIE SPANIARDS,

(From a Photograph taken expressly for this work.)

LORD ERSKINE AT EVERGREEN HILL, HAMPSTEAD HEATH.

Passing by the ¢ Spaniards ’ public-house at the eastern
entrance of Hampstead Heath, on the way from Highgate,
with what a different feeling do we contemplate the house
next adjoining it, to what we do the abode of Lord Chancellor
Wedderburn, or even the great mansion of Lord Mansfield
in Caen Wood. Of this house we see little but its end, and
a simple portico leading into it from the road. A high wall
shuts in what ‘little of garden it has on that side, and
another high wall shuts out from view the spacious gardens
and grounds formerly belonging to it on the other side of
the road. There is no grace of architecture about the
building ; it is simply a bald square mass, shouldered up
again by another house at its back. We see, however, the
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tall windows of its large drawing-room on the second floor,
commanding a splendid view over Caen Wood and some part
of Highgate. Yet this was the house inhabited by Thomas
Lord Erskine, cotemporary with both the law lords, his
neighbours, Mansfield and Loughborough. Here he con-
verted the place from a spot of no account into a very
charming residence, laying out with great enthusiasm its
grounds, and so planting it with bays and laurels that he
called it Evergreen Hill. He is said also to have planted
with his own hand the extraordinarily broad holly hedge.
separating his kitchen garden from the Heath opposite to
the Fir-Tree Avenue.

Lord Erskine has been pronounced by other distinguished
lawyers the greatest forensic orator that England has ever
‘produced, but his fiery and electric eloquence was not more
remarkable than the warm and noble impulses of his heart.
They were his humanity and patriotism, his indignation
against whatever was unjust and oppressive, which kindled
and inspired his great intellect, and their expression carried
irresistibly the souls of his hearers along with him. TUnder
the fervid outgush of his intense love of right, his vehement
hatred of human wrong, the dullest hearts caught a new life
and fire, and he drew verdicts from men who, without his
communicated spirit, would have never dreamed of the sublime
heights of truth and justice to which he carried them. The
secret of his triumphs was the possession of a noble heart,
vivifying a quick and instinct-like intellect. He seemed to
spring at once to the truth of the case submitted to him, and
he hurried his hearers with him almost unconsciously to the
same goal. It is rare to see a-mind like Erskine’s surviving
all the cold cautions and technical sophistries of a legal
education, and seeking its triumphs only in the triumphs of
humanity — a mind unseduced by royal favour, or party,
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much less by selfish individual interests — exulting in se-
curing the victory of truth, even at the highest peril of self-
sacrifice. Such men may have their weaknesses, as Erskine
bad hig, but they have a strength to which no mere intellect
or learning can ever reach. For this reason there is no life of
any lawyer which I ever read with the same delight as I
have read that of Thomas Erskine. - -

Lord Erskine was the youngest son of Henry David, tenth
Earl of Buchan, who, though' a Scottish earl of long and
high descent, possessed only about 200l a year, and, with a
numerous family, lived in one of the upper flats’ or storeys
of a very tall house in the Old Town of Edinburgh, where,
indeed, some of the houses were sixteen stories high. His
mother was—as almost all the mothers of great men are—a
woman of extraordinary intellect, greatly cultivated, and of
equal piety—a daughter of Sir James Stewart, of Goodtrees,
in the county of Mid-Lothian, baronet. Thomas Erskine
was born on January 10, 1750, in that lofty, but small and
ill-furnished, eyrie. At an early age. he attended the High
School of Edinburgh, and displayed a lively disposition, and a
capacity for rapidly acquiring knowledge, being generally dux
of his class. The resources of the family not allowing ‘them
to continue in Edinburgh, as all the children began to re-
quire education, Lord Buchan removed to St. Andrews, where
young Erskine not only finished what education he had, but
learned, he tells us, amongst other accomplishments, to dance
single and double hornpipe, and shantrews, a peculiar Highland
dance. At the age of twelve, he expressed a desire to be bred
to some learned profession, but was told that the means of the
family would only allow of his becoming a midshipman, and
much to his discontent, though without any resistance, he was
gent on board the ¢ Tartar > man-of-war, at the age of fourteen,
under the command of Sir David Lindsay. He would much
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have preferred the army, but this could not be accomplished,
and it is pleasant to find that Lord Mansfield, who was the
uncle of Sir David, recommended him to be kind to the
young middy. After his father’s death, however, he qujtted
the navy, and managed to purchase an ensigncy in the 1st
regiment of Foot, by the absorption of the whole of his
Jittle patrimony. Like too many young men of quick feelings
and imaginative sentiment, he married, at the age of twenty,
a young lady of gobd family, but with no fortune. His wife
was the daughter of Daniel Moore, Esq., M.P. for Marlow,
and a brother of Sir John Moore, of Coruiia memory. In
everything but fortune this was a happy marriage. Mrs.
Erskine was a sweet and most amiable woman; and their
attachment was perfect. After some sojournings in country
towns, they went with the regiment to Minorca, where they
remained two years:. During this interval of foreign se-
clusion, Erskine directed himself to the study of English
literature, and became an enthusiastic admirer of Milton
and Shakespeare, the latter of whom he could quote at
almost any part. He deeply imbued himself also with the
harmonious verse of Pope and Dryden, and the noble sen-
timents of the greatest amongst these writers no doubt,
falling on a congenial mind, refined and exalted those ideas
of truth, honour, and heroic virtue which gave such a power
and glory to his oratory. During the absence of the army
chaplain on furlough, Erskine read the service to the men,
who were chiefly Presbyterians, and soon proceeded to make
them lay addresses, which were greatly liked by the soldiers,
and he himself always remembered these occasions of re-
ligious oratory with peculiar satisfaction. In fact, he already
felt within him the impulses of public speech which were
his true inspiration, and indicated his true vocation. On his
return to England he published an energetic pamphlet on the
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abuses of the army, ¢ By the Honourable ——, an Officer,’

which, bold as it was, had a great success, although he

lashed the vices of the aristocratic officers in 4 manner which

appeared very hazardous. ¢So long,” he said, ‘as the bat-

talions are encamped on native plains, or ensconced in

peaceful barracks, so long these sons of riot and effeminacy

maintain their posts. The brilliant orbit of Ranelagh glows*
with their scarlet, and the avenues of Vauxhall glitter with

blades drawn against unarmed apprentices in honour of a

courtezan, which rust in their scabbards when their country

calls. If for a review or a muster they are obliged to loll in

their vis-d-vis to the quarters of their regiment, it is but to

inflame the contempt and hatred of the people of England

against the defenders of their peaceable privileges. They

gallop again to town after having filled the country with

such horror at their debaucheries that hospitable doors are

shut against officers of principle and reputation. Such are

the advantages which the military profession reaps from

these apes in embroidery; such are the heroes that in the

event of war must lead the British troops to battle ; for

these men rise almost universally over the heads of officers

grey with fatigues and rough with scars—whose courage

and abilities’ yet preserve the honour of the English name

—who, without money and without interest, languish in the

subaltern ranks, unknown and unrespected; who, after
having braved all the terrors and calamities of war, and
immortalised their country, sink into obscure graves, unwept
and unremembered, without a tongue to speak their worth
or a stone to record their virtues.’

So far from injuring him, this da,l:ing exposé did him good,
and he soon after was raised to the rank of lieutenant. But
his heart was not in the army. During his visit to London
he seemed naturally to seek the society of distinguished men
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of letters, and was on friendly terms with Dr. Johnson. An
event in 1775 decided his destiny. He entered the court
of assize in the town where he was quartered, and Lord
Mansfield presiding, invited the young officer who had gailed
with his nephew to sit on the bench by his side, and kindly
explained to him the nature of the proceedings as they went
forward. What struck him was that the barristers, though
men of standing, and thought to have very ably discharged
their duties, did not by any means urge the best points in
their causes; and he then and there saw his real path in life,
and resolved to go to the Bar. There were enormous diffi-
culties in the way. The main one was the want of the
necessary funds to enable him to maintain his family during
the years of his preparation for a call to the Bar. The
shortest time to a man not an M.A. was five years; to an
M.A. of one of the universities of Oxford and Cambridge,
three. He was not, however, daunted. Lord Mansfield did
not discourage him, neither did his brothers; his mother
encouraged him. He sold his commission, entered Lincoln’s
Inn as a student in April 1775, and Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, as a gentleman commoner, in January 1776. He
managed to keep his terms at both college and Lincoln’s Inn,
for as he was under no necessity to study, but could take his
degree without examination, his chief business at Cambridge
was to eat so many dinners in the Common Hall. He took
his honorary degree of M.A. in June 1778, and he studied
hard under Mr. Justice Buller, and then under Mr. Wood,
afterwards Baron Wood of the Exchequer.

During the three necessary years of probation, he was
reduced to the greatest straits fo maintdin his family. He
had lodgings in Kentish Town, and his wife used occasionally
to relieve the hard monotony of her own wretched home by
a call at the house of a connection who kept a glass-shop in
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Fleet Ditch, or" of a relative, Mr Moore, a jeweller on Lud-
gate Hill. Mr. Harris, the manager, occasionally gave them
free admission, to Covent Garden Theatre. He also made fre-
quent excursions to the villa of Mr. Reynolds, a solicitor, at
Bromley in Kent, the father of Reynolds, the comic writer.
He dressed very shabbily, and boasted that he lived on cow-
heel and tripe, and thanked God that he did not know a lord
out of his own family. Such are the hardships that a soul
confident of its powers will sometimes struggle through with
a desperate courage—the heroism of genius. Still, though
he was called to the Bar in July 1778, he had a most gloomy
prospect before him. He had made no acquaintance likely
to bring him into practice, and that splendid oratorical
talent within him lay all unknown to the race of attorneys.
He felt the oppressive horrors of his situation, and began
almost to despair of ever emerging from them. A fortunate
accident, however, opened the door for his recognition, and he
rose at one leap to the very summit of fame and emolument.

In the month of November 1778, Erskine was crossing
Spa Fields with a friend, intending to spend the day with
Mrs. Moore, the mother of his friend Mr. Charles Moore,
and of Sir John Moore, when, in leaping over a wide ditch,
he sprained his ankle, and was carried home. In the even-
ing he was so much recovered that, inding an invitation to
a dinner party on his table, he determined to join it. Here
at table the conversation turned on the case of a Captain
Baillie, .4 veteran officer and Lieutenant-Governor of Green-
wich Hospital, who had found such abuses in that establish-
ment that he repeatedly brought them under the notice of
the Admiralty. No notice being taken of these statements,
he published them, that public opinion might compel a
reform. In this exposé he severely commented on the con-
duct of Lord Sandwich, the First Lord of the Admiralty,
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who, for electioneering purposes, had placed in the Hospital
a great number of landsmen. In consequence Captain-
Baillie was immediately suspendéd from his office, and a
criminal information filed against him in the name of geyeral
of the inferior agents for a libel against them, Lord Sandwich
pulling the strings, but keeping in the background. Erskine,
on hearing the case stated, broke out into vehement dénun-
ciations of this tyrannic proceeding, and declared that Lord
Sandwich, instead of prosecuting this honest and patriotic
man, ought to be prosecuted himself. Captain Baillie,
unknown to Erskine, was himself at the table, at some
distance, but hearing this bold and energetic expression of
opinion on his case, asked who this young man was; and
being told he was a young sailor who had turned lawyer,
and had beeh just called to the Bar, declared that he was
the man for him. Without seeking an introduction to him,
however, he sent to his chambers the next day a retainer
with a guinea fee. Erskine’s pleasure, nevertheless, was, on
the opening of Michaelmas term, greatly damped by finding
upon his brief four counsel already engaged before him. On
the 24th of November Erskine attended at Westminster
Hall, but with no hope of being called on to open his mouth.
The four senior counsel fired away the whole day on the
case, and Lord Mansfield, supposing the whole of the de-
fendant’s counsel had been heard, adjourned the Court
till next ‘morning. This was just what Erskine wanted.
During the night he prepared his speech, and the next
morning it was supposed that the Solicitor-General would
follow on the plaintiff’s side, and the court was crowded
with persons of rank, from the political aspect of the case,
and the -excitement which it had produced. ¢There arose,’
says Lord Campbell, ¢ from the back row a young gentleman
whose name as well as whose face was unknown to most
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present, a,nd'wh_o in a collected, firm, but sweet modest and
conciliatory tone,” announced himself ¢also as counsel for
the defendant.” In a very few sentences he struck a pro-
found silence of astonishment into the whole Couwrt and
crowd. Tt-was felt that there was a new power amongst
them; and, proceeding, he painted the disgraceful and
oppressive nature of the case in such flashing colours that
every one was held breathless. At length, saying, ¢ Indeed,
Lord Sandwich has, in my mind, acted such a part,’ Lord
Mansfield reminded him that Lord Sandwich was not before
-the Court. ¢I know,’ replied Erskine, ¢ that he is not form-
ally before the Court, but, for that very reason I will bring
him before the Court! He has placed these men in, the front
of the battle in hopes to escape under their shelter, but I
will not join in battle with them ; their vices, though screwed
up to the highest pitch of human depravity, are not of
dignity enough to vindicate the combat with me. I will
drag him to light who is the dark mover behind this scene
of iniquity., I assert that the Earl of Sandwich has but one
road to escape out of this business without pollution and
disgrace—and that is by publicly disavowing the acts of the
prosecutors, and restoring Captain Baillie to his command !
If he does this, then his offence will be no more than the too
common one of having suffered his own personal interests to
prevail over his public duty in placing. his voters in the
Hospital. But if, on the contrary, he continues:to protect
the prosecutors, in spite of the evidence of their guilt, which
has excited the abhorrence of the numerous audience of this
crowded court; if he keeps this injured man suspended, or
dares to turn that suspension into a removal, I shall then
not scruple to declare him an accomplice in their guilt, a
shameless oppressor, a disgrace to his rank, and a traitor to

his trust.’
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At this outburst the whole: court and crowd wére electri-
fied; the case was dismissed with costs; and the young
counsel was surrounded by throngs of eager people rushing
forward to shake hands with and congratulate him. .ds he

‘made his way through the hall, attorneys pressed round him
to put briefs into his hands, and he went home with the
proud and happy conviction ‘that fame and fortune were
before him. When people asked him how he dared to
oppose Lord Mansfield as he had done, he replied that he
thought his little children were plucking his robe, and that
he heard them saying, ¢ Now, father, is the time to get us
bread!” When he went down to the court, Lie had scarcely
a shilling in his pocket. The guinea that he received as his
first fee he always preserved, and frequenﬂjr showed to his
friends; probably it is still sacredly kept by his descendants.
Lord C‘amiabell pronounces: the speech then delivered, the
very first in his legal career, to be ¢the most wonderful
forensic effort of which we have any account in our annals.’
It was the forerunner of the most vividly powerful, patriotic,
and generous displays of true eloquence ever delivered at
the Bar of any country.

From this hour Erskine’s fortune was made; and, true to his
noble instincts, he continued to the last to exert his amazing
eloquence in the cause of oppressed liberty, and in defiance
of the arbitrary and unjust, however powerful. It would be
a long story to detail his labours and triumphs of this kind,
but I will passingly allude to the most prominent cases.
One of the first of these was to defend Admiral Keppel
against a charge of incapacity and misconduct in the battle
of Ushant in 1778. The fate of Admiral Byng, who had
.been shot on such a charge, excited a strong sympathy on
his behalf. The trial lasted thirteen days, during the whole
of which time Erskine exerted himself with unceasing

T
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vigilance and assiduity for his defence. He showed by evi-
dence that not a whisper hail been raised against his client
till: his superior officer, Sir Hugh Palliser, was himself
accused of disobedience of orders. The King had personally
complimented Keppel; the First Lord of the Admiralty had
assured him of the satisfaction his conduct during the action
had given to the Government, and the public had been
equally pleased. As it was a trial by Court Martial, Erskine
could not' speak in his defence; but he wrote the Admiral
a speech, which he delivered, and such was its effect that
on its conclusion he was acquitted by acclamation. Keppel
himself, delighted with the result, sent Erskine at once a
cheque for 1,000l. In his enthusiasm at this generous gift,
Erskine not only ran off to express his grateful thanks to
the Admiral, but he posted off to Bromley to his friends the
Reynoldses, and, showing the money as he entered, ex-
claimed, ¢Voila! The non-suit of cow-beef, my good
friends I’

This was in January 1779, and that spring, as he rode over
a barren heath on the circuit betwixt Lewes and Guildford,
he remained some time in deep silence, and then exclaimed
to his companion, William Adams (afterwards Lord Chief
Commissioner of the Jury Court, in Scotland), ¢ Willie, the
time will come when I shall be invested with the robes of the
Lord Chancellor, and the Star of the Thistle shall blaze on
my breast;’ both of which events took place about thirty
years afterwards.

In May of that year he made his first speech at the bar of
the House of Commons, in defence of Mr. Carnan, a book-
seller of St. Paul’s Churchyard, against the Universities of
Ozxford and Cambridge, which claimed a monopoly of printing
and publishing almanacks. e succeeded in defeating the
Universities, and throwing open this lucrative business to



LORD ERSKINE AT EVERGREEN HILL. 67

the public; but the ministers, by a disgraceful job, afterwards
paid a large sum of the country’s money to indemnify the
Universities. for their loss of this monopoly.

Erskine was next engaged by Lord George Gorden, to
defend him against the charge of exciting the riots in which
Lord Mansfield’s house was burnt down and an immense
amount of other mischief done by the mob. The frial was
conducted before Lord Mansfield himself, a man so much
injured by this mob, and his brother judges of the King’s
Bench; but notwithstanding both this and the exasperation
of the public, by a masterly speech, in which he showed the
folly of the indictment against the prisoner, as intending to
compass the King’s death and levy war against his person,
he brought Lord George off triumphantly. That he had
excited the mob by his eries of ‘No Popery’ was undeniable ;
but that he had attempted to levy war on the King, or to
compass his death, was merely the law jargon by which the
Government sought to convert into high treason instigations
to awe Parliament into a continuance of the penal restric-
tions on Catholics. It was an attempt at that ¢ constructive
treason’ which the King said to Wedderburn had ¢ put the
Government into the wrong box.” Lucky was it for Lord
George Gordon that he was not tried, like the rioters them-
selves, by Wedderburn, just now made Chief Justice of the
Common Pleas, and the Special Commission, or, spite of
Trskine’s eloguence, he would probably have suffered the
same fate as.they did, by shoals.. )

In 1783 Erskine became a member of the House of Com-
mons, sitting for Portsmouth. Here he had to encounter
Pitt in his full power, with whom he had been at the bar.
He did not, however, produce the same effect as at the bar.
His eloquence was of a kind addressed to the hearts and
best feelings of men; but in that corrupt House of Commons

F2
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they were not hearts to be touched, but hard political in-
terests, and prejudices as impenetrable as the coat of a
rhinoceros, to be combated. Still, he continued through his
whole.career, both in the lower and the higher House, to
battle for.right and liberty, for the most part alongside of
Burke and Fox, and with no inconsiderable effect. In
speaking on Pitt’s India Bill, he foresaw and foretold that
our policy' towards that great Eastern dependency would
produce iisery, oppression, revolt, and the ruin of the East
India Company ; all of which we have lived to see accom-
plisked.

In 1778 he obtained his silk gown, and in the same year
defended the Dean of St. Asaph against a Government pro-
secution for publishing a pamphlet on Parliamentary Reform,
written by Sir William Jones, called ¢A Dialogue between
a Gentleman and a Farmer.” After various delays and post-
ponements, this famous trial came off at Shrewsbury in
August 1784. Mr. Justice Buller presided, who held strictly
Lord Mansfield’s doctrine, that a jury had only to prove the
fact of publication : the decision whether the matter was a
libel must be left to the judge.

The case was exactly similar to that of William Penn and
William Mead, tried before the Recorder of London in
1670, for a violation of the Conventicle Act, by preaching in
a meeting-house in Gricechurch Street. Penn and Mead
made their own defence. The Recorder told the jury that
they had only to decide on the fact of preaching—the law
was for hig decision. Penn, on the contrary, told the jury
that they were his judges, and not the Recorder. It was
for them to pronounce whether he was guilty of breaking
the law, or not guilty; the Recorder had only to record their
verdict. After most violent and disgraceful conduct on the
part of the Recorder towards the prisoners, and dictation to
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the jury, the jury brought in a verdict of ¢ Guilty of speaking
in Gracechiirch Street.” ¢Is that all?’ asked the Recorder,
in angry amazement. ¢That is all!’ said the foreman,
coolly. o

Such was the rage of the Recorder, that he menaced and
abused the jury, refused the verdict, thrust the prisoners into
a stinking hole in the prison, and locked up the jury for two
days and nights without food, light, or any convenience
whatever. When at length called up, they broughtin a direct
verdict of ¢ Not guilty.” In his fary, the Recorder, refusing
to receive the verdict, committed the prisoners and their
jury to Newgate, whence they were only released by the in-
terference of the citizens in defence of their violated nghts
and a re-hearing before Judge Vaughan.

Thomas Clarkson, the champion of negro freedom, says in
his ¢ Life of Penn,” that ¢ this trial, proving juries to be the
great palladium of our liberties, ought to be engraved on
tablets of the most durable marble.” Yet the jucfges had
continued from 1670 to 1784, or above a hundred years, to
uphold and endeavour to enforce the same doctrine.

Mr. Justice Buller, having laid down this view of the law
strongly to the jury, they, notwithstanding, returned a ver-
dict of ¢ Guilty of publishing only,” when this remarkable
scene took place :—

Erskine. You find him guilty of publishing only ?

A4 Juror. Guilty only of publishing.

My, Justice Buller. I believe that is a verdict not quite
correct. You must explain that one way or other. The
indictment has stated that G. means Gentleman; F.,,
Farmer ; the King, the King of Great Britain.

Juror. We have no doubt about that.

Buller. If you find him guﬂty of publishing, you must not
say the'word only.’
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Iirskine. By that they mean‘to find there was no sedition.

Juror. We only find him guilty of publishing. We do
not find anything else.

Lirskine. I beg your Lordship’s pardon; with great sub-
mission, I am sure I mean nothing that is irvegular. I
understand them to say, they only find him guilty of
publishing. '

Juror. Certainly ; that is what we do find.

Buller. If you only attend to what is said, there is no

question or doubt.
Erskine. Gentlemen, I desire to know whether you mean

the word ‘only’ to stand in your verdict ?

Jurymen. Certainly.
Buller. Gentlemen, if you add the word ‘only,” it will be

negativing the innuendoes.
Erskine. I desire your Lordship, sitting here as judge, to

record the verdict as given by the jury.
Buller. You say he is guilty of publishing the pamphlet,

and that the meaning of the innuendoes is as stated in the

indictment.
Juror. Certainly, )
Erskine. Is the word ‘only’ to stand part of the verdict?
Juror. Certainly.
Erskine. Then I insist it shall be recorded.
Buller. Then the verdict must be misunderstpod ; let me

understand the jury.
Brskine. The jury do understand their verdict.

Buller. Sir, I will not be interrupted.
Ilrskine. I stand here as an advocate for a brother c1t1zen,

and I desire that the word ¢ only’> may be recorded.
Buller., Sit down, sir; remember your duty, or I shall be

obliged to proceed in another manner. ‘
Erskine. Your Lordship may proceed in what mahner yow
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think fit ; I Tnow my duty as well as your Lordship knows
yours. I shall not alter my conduct.

The Judge saw his error, and_did not repeat his menace
of commitment. The jury howevbr\added to their verdict,
that ¢ they did not find whether it was a libel or not® An
attempt was made to set aside this verdict in the ensu-
ing term, but Erskine, in a splendid speef:h, overruled it.
Lord Mansfield, on this occasion, made his famous mis-
quotation from a ballad composed on the trial of the ¢ Crafts-
man ’ prosecuted by Sir Philip Yorke :—

" Sir Philip well knows
That his innuendocs
Will serve him no longer
In verse or in prose;

For twelve honest men have decided the cause,
Who are judges of fucts thougk not judges of laws;

whereas the true reading of the line is:—

Who are judges alike of the fucts and the laws.

The noble stand made by Erskine on this occasion, raised
the public spirit, and Charles James Fox soon after brought
in a bill, to settle the full rights of juries in cases of libel,

which was pagséd, though all the law lords in the House of
Peers opposed and voted against it.

Well might Erskine be proud of having given the final
triumph to this great question of constitutional right. The
conduct of the judge, though overbearing, was very dif-
ferent from the vulgar violence and brutality of Sir John
Robinson, Lieutenant of the Tower and Howel the Recorder
of London, when Penn and Mead, and a true British-
hearted jury, so bravely withstood them, and suffered so
severely, in the detestable prisons of those times, for the
liberty of the subject. But a long series of such battles for
public liberty was yet before him. Lord Mansfield, now at
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an advanced age, retired from the bench, and Erskine was
appointed to present him (as the leading counsel of his court)
with a complimentary address. Other and more overbearing
judges had to preside on some of the trials against reformers
which followed. What was called the ‘Reign of Terror,’
succeeded ; the determination of the Government being to
crush by arbitrary measures all attempts at reform of Par-
liament, and all freedom of press or speech.

During the trial of Warren Hastings, Mr. Stockdale, a
publisher in Piccadilly, issued a pamphlet in his defence.
On this he was prosecuted, on the ground of the pamphlet
being a libel on the managers of the trial in the House of
Cominons, chief among whom were Fox and Burke. Evskine
made a magnificent speech in his defence, in Westminster
Hall, and obtained a triumphant verdict of < Not guilty.’

In the House of Commons he made a fierce onslaught
on the Government ¢ Traitorous Correspondence Bill,” and
immediately after he was retained in a most critical case—
no other than to defend Thomas Paine against a Govern-
ment prosecution on account of his ¢ Rights of Man.” His
friends were greatly alarmed for him, and scandalised too,
at his accepting such a retainer. TLord Loughborough met
him oune evening on Hampstead Heath, and endeavoured
to persuade him to abandon the case, but in vain. Though
Erskine did not approve all that Paine had written in
that work, he felt that the liberty of discussion was at
stake, and contended that any man bhad a right to agitate
freely every public topic, if he did it honestly and con-
scientiously. That it was by conflict of opinions that the
public mind came to its matured conclusions. In this
case, bowever, he failed to securc a verdict of acquittal,
and the consequence of his advocacy to himself was, the
dismissal from the attorney-generalship to the Prince of
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‘Wales, which had béen some time before conferred on him.
This, however, did not prevent his undertaking the de-
fence of John Frost on a charge of treason, where he also
failed; .of Perry and Gray, proprietors of the ¢Mgqrning
Chronicle,” for complaining of the state of the representa-
tion and other abuses, where he' succeeded; and a Mrs.
‘Walker, on a charge of keeping fire-arms for treasonable

purposes, which charge he made so ridiculous “that the
Government abandoned it.

To these succeeded the famous trials of Hardy, Horne
Tooke, and Thelwall, for high treason, in which Erskine
displayed the most masterly ability and undaunted con-
duct, bringing them all freely off. His speeches on these
trials raised him to the very pinnacle of mnational popu-
larity. ‘He had now,” says Lord Campbell, ¢gained a
position as an advocate which no man before bad reached,
and which no man hereafter is ever likely to reach at the
English bar.’ Yet he describes his private life in a Jetter
to a friend at this time, in these words:—

‘T am now very busy flying my boy’s kite, shooting
with a bow and arrow, and talking to an old Scotch
gardener -six hours a day about the same things, which,
taken altogether, are not of the value or importance of a
Birmingham halfpenny, and scarcely up to the exertion of
reading the daily papers. How much happier would it be
for England and the world, if the King’s ministers were so
employed in a course so much more innocent than theirs,
and so perfectly suited to their capacities!’

In the House of Commons he denounced the Govern-
nient prosecutions, and resisted the extension of the treason
law. In the court he defended William Stone, a London
merchant, from a charge of treason, successfully; soon
after, he with equal success, and in a more doubtful case,
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defended the Bishop of Bangor from a charge of riot. In
another prosecution of Thomas Paine, for the publication
of his ‘Age of Reason,” whilst attempting in vain to save
Paine from the clutches of the law, he pronounced such a
splendid oration on the truth of Christianity, as served not
only to shield him from the reproaches of the religious,
but drew a grand eulogium from Porteus, the Bishop of
London, upon it. Passing over a number of other cases
of less importance, in which FErskine stood as defender of
the accused, we come to the remarkable one, that of
Hatfield for shooting at the King. In this, Erskine so
clearly laid down the diagnosis of insanity, and proved
Haitfield hopelessly insane, that Lord Kenyon stopped the
proceedings, and directed the jury to bring in a verdict
of insanity, by which the man’s life was sdved, and he was
consigned to safe keeping in Bedlam.

In 1806 Erskine became Lord Chancellor—seven-and-
twenty years after his own prophecy of this event. In
March 1807, he bad the great seal again taken from him,
having occupied his elevated post little more than a year:

Still Erskine (now Lord Erskine) put forth his powers and
influence steadily for the promotion of human freedom, both
personal and religious. He advocated concessions to the
Catholics, and in 1809 did not think it beneath him to bring
in a bill for the prevention of cruelty to animals. It was the
day of dog-fighting, cock-fighting, bear-baiting, bull-baiting,
&c., and by the influence of Wyndham—the great advocate
of these things—were regarded as especially English |—it was
thrown out. A second time he introduced it, and a second
time it was rejected; but it was not lost. It had found a
steady supporter in Martin of Galway, and in Erskine’s own
lifetime became the law of the land. Now we possess the
active services of a Royal Society for the prevention and
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punishment of such cruelties, and we ought never to forget
that we owe this distinction amongst the nations mainly to
the eloguence of Thomas Erskine.

Thirty-six years after he had foreseen it, he received the
Green Ribbon or Scottish Order of the Thistle; and five
years afterwards he vehemently opposed the despotism of
the ministers of the Prince Regent, who had conferred it on
him. He opposed energetically Castlereagh’s notorious ¢ Six
Acts,’ and in 1820, in the House of Peers, he boldly and
independently supported the persecuted Queen against the’
King—George IV.—demanding for her a list of all the
witnesses against her, and resisting at every stage the ¢ Bill
of Pains and Penalties’ against her, and had the final satis-
faction to see it thrown out.

I have dwelt upon tiae noble career of Lord Erskine at
greater length than the limits of this work properly admit,
simply because it is but once in many ages that we meet
with a man who possesses, with the most splendid powers
of mind and expression, a soul so truly great and gener-
ous, spending his life in a long-continued course of com-
bat, dazzling and victorious, for liberty, truth, justice, and
humanity. The only occasions on which his enemies have
been able to detect inconsistency or selfishness in him are
but two: one, that he recommended prosecution for a libel
on Parliament; and the other, that he retained the great
seal for a week, by permission, after notice that it would
be withdrawn from him, iu order to make his son-in-law,
Edward Morris, a Master in Chancery. Many anecdotes have
been circulated of his vanity in his old-age, and his frequent
boastings of his battles for the defence of trial by jury. But
the fact is, that, though it was wedk to show it, he had an
enormous deal to be vain of; and as to his boastings, truly
he had something to boast of. There are thousands who
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have not his weakness, but how few who have his strength.
His battles were the feats of a mighty man-at-arms; his
flights of eloquence were eagle flights. I would rather be
such a man as Thomas Erskine, with all his foibles, than the
most faultless mediocrity that you can find me. We have
seen him amid all his glories at the bar and in the senate ;
let us take just a peep at him in his private life.

During the many years that he lived on Hampstead
Heath, he. inhabited the house close by the ¢Spaniards,’
which is thus mentioned by Sir Egerton Brydges, in a new
edition of Collins’s ¢ Peerage,’ ix. 273 :—¢ Having purchased
a house with a garden adjoining it, connected by a sub-
terranean passage, upon the very top of Hampstead Hill,
above Ken Wood, he set about to make it a fitting residence.
At that time it was a very small place, and though com-
manding, from its elevation, a most extensive and splendid
prospect, was entirely shut out from it by banks and hedge-
row timber, so as to possess no beauty or interest whatever.
The improvement and decoration of this spot has been the
amusement of many years, and though attended with very
considerable expense, by great additions to its extent, and
~ by cultivation and ornament, has amply repaid its possessor,
being now a most delightful retreat, though within an hour’s
distance of any part of London. It is so entirely shut out
from the road between Hampstead and Highgate by walls
and plantations, that no idea can be formed of it by a
stranger to the place. Lord Erskine having ornamented it
with evergreens of different descriptions, has lately given
it the name of Evergreen Hill.’

Here, during the intervals of his arduous professional
labours, he was zealously engaged in planning and carrying
out his improvements. With his old gardener, John Barnett,
he took his spade, and schemed and dug, and planted and
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transplanted ; and no one who has not tried it can tell the
immense refreshment of such an entire diversion of otherwise
exhausting trains of thought. To men compelled to spend long
days in crowded, ill-ventilated courts, the health and espirit
given by such tastes is incalculable. No doubt from these
occupations Erskine returned with tenfold vigour of body and
mind to his pleadings and to his parliamentary conflicts.
From an account by Sir Samuel Romilly, we see not only
what men frequented his house in those days, but some of
Erskine’s curious hobbies:—¢ Here he gave gay parties, of
which he was the life by his good humour and whimsicalities.
I dined there one day at what might be called a great
Opposition dinner. The party consisted of the Duke of
Norfolk, Lord Grenville, Lord Grey, Lord Holland, Lord
Ellenborough, Lord Lauderdale, Lord Henry Petty, Thomas
Grenville, Pigot, Adam, Edward Morris, Lord Erskine’s son-
in-law, and myself. Tf the most malignant enemies of
Erskine had been present, they would have admitted that
nothing could be more innocent than the conversation which
passed. Politics were hardly mentioned. Amid the light
and trifling topics of conversation after dinner, it may be
worth while to mention one, as it strongly characterises
" Lord Erskine. e has always felt and expressed a great
sympathy for animals. He has talked for years of a bill he
was to bring into Parliament to prevent cruelty to them.
He has always had several favourite animals to which he
has been much attached, and of whom all his acquaintances
bave a number of anecdotes to relate. He had a favourite
dog which he used to bring, when he was at the bar, to all
his consultations; another favourite dog which, at the time
he was Lord Chancellor, he himself rescued in the street
from some boys who were about to kill it, under pretence of
its being mad. A favourite goose, which followed him
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whenever he walked about his grounds; a favourite macaw;
and other dumb favourites without number. He told us now
that he had two favourite leeches. He had been blooded by
them Jast autumn when he was taken dangerously ill at
Portsmouth ; they had saved his life, and he had brought
them with him to town—had ever since kept them in a glass
—had himself every.day given them fresh water, and formed
a friendship for them. He said he was sure they knew him
and were grateful to him. He had given them the names of
Howe and Clive, the celebrated surgeons—their dispositions
being quite different. He went and fetched them for us to
gee; but without the vivacity, the tones, the details and
gestures of Lord Erskine, it would be impossible to give an

idea of this singular scene.
Amongst his defences of animals, in one case he retorted

a brutal fellow’s arguments practically. On Hampstead
Heath, seeing a ruffian beating unmercifolly a wretched
horse, and interfering, the fellow said, ¢ Can’t I do as I like
with my own?’ ¢Yes,’ replied Erskine; ‘and so can I;
this stick is my own!” And he gave the scamp a good
threshing.

His witty sallies gave much life to his society, and would
have stocked a Punch. We may glance at one or two of
_ them :—Captain Parry, saying ¢that when frozen up in the
Arctic regions they lived much on seals. ‘Yes,” said the
ex-Chancellor, ¢and very good living too, 4f you keep thmzb
long enough !’

The old Duke of Queensborough having a case for his
opinion, he wrote, ‘I am of opinion that this case will not
lie unless the witnesses do !’

Polito, the keeper of the wild beasts in Exeter Change,
having brought an action against the proprietor of a stage-
coach for_ the loss of his portmanteau, which was taken from
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the boot of the vehicle, while he himself was riding on the
box; ¢ Why 'did not he,” asked Erskine, who was counsel
for the defendant, ¢ take a lesson from his own sagacious
elephant, and travel with his TRUNK before him 2’ .

As counsel for a gentleman who had been upset in a
coach starti»g from the Swan-with-two-Necks, in Lad Lane,
and had his arm broken :—-¢ Gentlemen of the jury,” Erskine
said, with much gravity, ¢the plaintifi in this case is Mr.
Beverley, a respectable merchant of Liverpool, and the de-
fendant is Mr. Neilson, proprietor of the Swan-with-two-
Necks in Lad Lane, a sign emblematical, I suppose, of the
number of necks people ought to possess who ride in his
vehicles.’

Being invited to attend the ministerial fish dinner at
Greenwich, when he was Chancellor :—¢ To be sure,” he re-
plied ; ¢what would your-dinner be without the GrEar
SEAL?’

Lord Erskine was to some extent an author. He wrote a
pamphlet on ¢ The Causes and Consequences of War,” which
is said to have run through seven-and-thirty editions. He
wrote a romance entitled ¢ Armata,” something in the manner
of Sir Thomas More’s ¢ Utopia.” He wrote a pamphlet in his
old age, advocating the freedom of Greece, composed, accord-
ing to Lady Morgan, with all the freshness of feeling and
vigour of youth. He threw off many jeua-d’esprit in verse,
which display much wit; but it is, after all, not as an author
but as a great orator on the side of truth and liberty that
Lord Erskine will be honoured. Lord Brougham says:—
¢ Juries have declared that they felt it impossible to remove
their looks from him when he had r‘iveted, and, as it were,
fascinated them by his first glance. Then hear his voice of
surpassing sweetness, clear, flexible, thongh exquisitely fitted
to strains of earnestness’ ¢ His action,” says Bspinasse,
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¢ was always appropriate, chaste, easy, natural, in accord-
ance with his slender and finely-proportioned figure and just
stature. His features regular, prepossessing, as well as
harmonious, bespoke him of no vulgar extraction. The tones
“of his voice, though sharp, were full, destitute of any tinge
of Scotch accent, and adequate to any emergency,—almost
scientifically modulated to the occasion.” ¢ Adequately to
estimate what Erskine was,” says another barrister, ¢ we
must forget all that the English bar has produced after him.
They will afford no criterion by which he can be appre-
ciated. They are all of inferior clay—the sweepings of the
hall in comparison.’ '
Such was Lord Erskine in public and private life. Lord
Byron, Miss Burney, Lady Morgan, Hannah More, Miss
Seward, Dr. Parr, were amongst his friends and advisers.
As for Burke, they fought side by side for years, and only
parted when Burke, frightened at the French Revolution,
suddenly retreated into conservatism. Their last meeting
and parting, described by Erskine, is affecting :—¢What a
prodigy Burke was! He came to see me not long before
hedied. Ithenlived on Hampstead Hill. ¢ Come, Erskine,”
said he, holding out his hand, “let us forget all! I shall soon
quit this stage, and wish to die in peace with everybody,
especially you!” T reciprocated the sentiment, and we took
a turn round the grounds. Suddenly he stopped. An ex-
tensive prospect over Caen Wood broke upon him. He stood
wrapped in thought, gazing on the sky as the sun was
setting. ¢ Ah, Erskine !” he said, pointing towards it, * this
is just the place for a reformer ; all the beauties are beyond
your reach—you cannot destroy them,”’
Lord Erskine committed, in his later years, the mistake of
selling this noble situation, and buying a barren estate in
Sussex, which produced little but stunted birch trees, and
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where be is said to have set up a manufactory of brooms,
as the only valuable produce of the property. He com-
mitted, probably, anotherin a Gretna-Green marriage. But
no follies or weaknesses could defraud his country or his mame
of the noble triumphs of his genius. Heg died in Scotland
on November 17, 1823, in the seventy-third year of his age,
on a visit to his relatives, and his remains lie at Uphall, a
remote parish in the county of Linlithgow. At one time he
had acquired a fortune of 200,000, but a great deal of this
slipped away through his unworldly habits.

¢ This extraordinary man,’ says Lord Campbell, ¢ will be
a greater boast to his descendants, than any Earl of Buchan,
or of Marr, or any royal progenitor. By his first marriage
he had eight children: Frances, married to the Rev. Dr.
Holland, Prebendary of Chichester ; Mary, married to Ed-
ward Morris, Esq., Master ‘m Chancery ;. David Montague,
the present Lord, whose son served his country as Minister
of the United States of America, and at the Court of
Wiirtemberg ; Thomas, a Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas, one of the most upright and amiable of men; and
Esmé Stewart, an officer in the army, who fought gallantly
at Waterloo, and was killed near the end of the day by the
side of the Duke of Wellington.

A niece of Lord Erskine, Mrs. Bockett, lives, I am told, on
the Heath, opposite to ¢ Jack Straw’s Castle.’

The contemporary residence of these three great lawyers,
Loughborough, Mansfield, and Erskine, in the neighbour-
hood of Hampstead, is one of the most remarkable associa-
tions of the place, and the residence of Erskine there will for
ever remain one of its greatest glories.

On the staircase of the house possessed by Lord Erskine,
and the copyhold of which he transferred to Lord Mans-
field, ‘there is a window of stained glass, in which are

G
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emblazoned Lord Erskine’s arms, with the Baron’s coronet,
and the motto which he assumed—*¢Trial by Jury.’ The
tunnel under the road, which connected the premises with
the pleasure-grounds on the other side, is mow built up,
Lord Mansfield having resumed the grounds on his side.
Baron Tindal at one time lived in this house.

In the house next to that which was Lord Erskine’s, and
facing the Heath, a white house of a peculiar style, of which
there are several in different suburbs of London, evidently
of the same date, have lived successively Mr. Edward Cox,
author of some poems, published in 1805; Sir Edward
Parry, and Mr. Henry H. Vaughan, son of Judge Vaughan.

At the large square house facing the Scotch-fir Avenue,
called the ¢ Firs,” now occupied by William Dugmore, Esq.,
once lived Mr. Serjeant Bosanquet. The house was built by
Mr. Turner, a tobacconist of Fleet-street, who planted the
Avenue of now venerable pine-trees, so great an ornament to
the Heath, and also made the road thence to North-End.

NORTH-END, HAMPSTEAD HEATH, THE RETREAT OF
LORD CHATHAM.

The temporary sojourn here of Lord Chatham, is one of
the most singular épisodes of the career of that great, but
self-willed statesman. In the year 1767, when Chatham
was prime-minister, during a time of accumulating diffi-
culties, when the affairs of the Bast Indies were deeply
erabarrassing, when the war with America was every day be-
coming more imminent, and John Wilkes was exciting the
people against the Government at home; when, to add
to the arduousness of the situation, Junius was beginning
to pour a terrible raking fire of criticism into the ranks
of diplomdcy, and Chatham had rejected scornfully the aid
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of Burke, and made him a perpetual enemy; that great
minister was seized with an extraordinary illness. This
strange malady seemed at once to have reduced his master
mind to imbecility, and to have placed the King amd his
council in the most fatal perplexity. In the Christmas
recess, Chatham hastened to Bath to improve his health
for the campaign of the ensuing session, and when Parlia-
ment met again in the middle of January, 1767, ministers
were in consternation at his not reappearing. The news
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(From a Photograph taken expressly [or this work.)

from India was continually bringing fresh proofs of the
rapacity and despotism of the East India Company; which
was at once invading the territories of the native princes
on all hands, and curtailing the rights of all British
traders but themselves. The troubles in America were

hastening to a crisis, and the cabinet was composed of
G2
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such discordant, and, for the most part, incapable mate-
rials, that, without its head, there was no hope of its exist-
ence. It contained not merely men feeble in ability, if
strong in self-will, but men drawn directly from the quarters
of his enemies; so that his best friends utterly despaired
" of its working without his presence. Tidings came that
he was suffering from a severe attack of his old tormentor,
the gout; and weeks passed on, and he still was absent.
At length the administration was greatly relieved by hear-
ing that, though still in a bad condition, he was on the
way to town. The good news quickly changed. It was
found that he had reached the ¢ Castle Inn ’ at Marlborough,
where he lay for a fortnight in such a state that he was
utterly incapacitated for business. The Dukes of Grafton
and Bedford, who were his most devoted adherents, were
thunderstruck. They found it impossible to keep in order
the heterogeneous elements of the Cabinet; all the hostile
qualities which would have lain still under the hand of the
great magician, bristled up, and came boldly out. The
spirit of Bedford, of Rockingham, and Newcastle, were active
in the1r partizans, and gathered courage to do mischief.
Lord Shelburne and the Duke of Grafton became estranged.
Charles Townshend, who was much better calculated for a
comic actor than a, chancellor of the Exchequer, began to
show airs, and to aim at supremacy. He proceeded to
perpetrate the most disastrous political acts. Following in
the steps of George Grenville, with his stamp acts, he did
not stop till he had imposed duties on various articles
imported into America, and amongst them, the fatal one on
-tea, which produced the disastrous outbreak.

The Duke of Grafton, on whom lay the chief burden of
responsibility, implored Chatham to come to town if pos-
sible, and when that was declared impracticable, to allow
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him to go down and consult with him in his sick chamber.
But he was informed that the minister was equally unable
to move or ta consult.

Under these unfortunate circumstances, Charles Teowns-
hend, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, proposed the annual
rate for the land-tax. He called for the amount of four
shillings in the pound—the rate at which it had stood
during the war; but he promised next year to reduce it to
three. The country gentlemen grumbled, representing that
in years of peace it was commonly reduced to three, and
sometimes to two. Grenville saw his advantage—his great
opponent away, the land-holders ready to rebel; and he
moved an amendment that, instead of next year, the reduec-
tion sholld take place immediately. Dowdeswell supported
him ; and the amendment was carried by 206 votes against
138. The Opposition was astonished at its own success, and
yet it needed not; they who had a vote were chiefly land-
owners, and men who did not like taxing themselves. As
Lord Chesterfield observed, ¢ All the landed gentlemen had
bribed themselves with this shilling in the pound.’

The Opposition was in ecstacies; it was the first defeat of
ministers on a financial question since the days of Walpole ;
and in our time, the ministry would have resigned. The
blow seemed to rouse Chatham. Three days after this event,
on March 2, he airived in town, though swathed in flannel,
and scarcely able to move hand or foot. He was in the
highest state of indignation against Townshend, not only as
regarded the land-tax, by which half a million was struck
from the revenue of the year, but because he had been listen-
ing to overtures from the Directors of the India House,
calculated to damage the great scheme of Indian adminis-
tration which Chatham was countemplating. He declared
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer and himself could not



86 HAMPSTEAD.

hold office together. A few days, and Townshend would have
been dismissed from office, and the country might have
eschped one of its greatest shocks; but, unfortunately, the
malacy of Chatham returned with redoubled violence, and in
a new and more terrible form. He was obliged to refuse
seeing any one on State affairs. For a time his colleagues
and the King were urgent for some communication with
him, supposing that his illness was merely his.old enemy the
gout ; and there was much dissatisfaction amongst his friends,
and exultation amongst his enemies, at what was deemed
his crotchety humour, in so entirely shutting himself up
under such critical circumstances, when his own fame, his
own great plans, and the welfare of the State, were all at
stake. But in time it came to be understood that this
refusal to see anyone, or to comply with the repeated and
earnest desires of the King, expressed in letters to him, to
admit Grafton, or one of his best friends, or to examine im-
portant papers, was no voluntary matter, but the melancholy
result of hig ailment. It seems to have been the fact, that,
anxibus when at Marlborough to get to town and resume
the reins of business, his physician, Dr. Addington, had
given him some strong medicines to disperse the gout.
These had succeeded in driving it from his extremities, but
only to diffuse it all over the system, and to fix it on the
nerves. The consequence was, that the physical frame,
oppressed by the incubus of disease, oppressed the mighty
mind of Pitt, and reduced him to a condition of nervous im-
becility. Some people imagined that he had become de-
ranged ; but that was not the case: he was suffering under
no imaginary terrors or delusions, but an utter prostration
of his intellectual vigour. Lord Chesterfield expressed his
condition, when, being told that Chatham was disabled by
the gout, e replied, ¢ No; a good fit of the gout would curg
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him!® That is, one of his usual attacks of gout in his ex~
tremities, would be a proof that it had quitted its present
insidious hold on his whole system.

Whately, the secretary of Grenville, thus describgs his
condition, as obtained from members of his family. ¢Lord
Chatham’s state of health is certainly the lowest state of
dejection and debility that mind and body can be in. He
sits all day leaning on his hands, which he supports on the
table; does not permit any person to remain in the room ;
knocks when he wants anything; and, having made his
wants known, gives a signal without speaking to the person
who answered his call, to retire.’

The account given by the Duke of Grafton, who obtained
a brief interview with him in May, on the most urgent plea,
is quite in accordance with this of Grenville’s. ¢Though I
expected,” he ‘says, ‘ to find Lord Chathamn very ill indeed,
his situation was different from what I had imagined. His
nerves and spirits were affected to a dreadful degree, and
the sight of his great mind, bowed down and thus weakened
by disorder, would have filled me with grief and concern
if T had not long borne a sincere attachment to his person
and character.” At times the slightest mention of business
would throw him into violent agitation; at others, when
such matters were carefully kept from him, he would remain

calm, and almost cheerful, but utterly incapable of exertion. In
this lamentable condition he continued for upwards of a year.
During this time the public and many of his friends
expressed the utmost impatience, not comprehending the
nature of his case; and his enemies demanded why, being
incapable or indisposed to discharge his duties, he did not
resign, but continued to receive his salary. These com-
plaints have been repeated by historians ; but the simple fact
was, that he was as incapable of thinking of his salary as of
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resigning his duties. Once, indeed, he had sufficient com-
mand of his energies to request, in January 1768, that the
King would resume the Privy Seal; but His Majesty would
not hear of it, saying that his name alone enabled the
Government to go on better than it could without it. And
as the Cid Ruy Diaz, though dead, was carried into the field
of battle on his horse, and thus, by his imagined presence,
put the enemy to flight, so the name of Chatham in some
degree still gave force to the administration of affairs.

Such is the explanation of this episode in the life of
Chatham, on account of which so much censure has been
- heaped upon him, as a wayward and intractable man—as if
he were likely to be so regardless of his own fame, of his
great designs, and of the country’s prosperity, for which he
had at other times made such gigantic efforts. The very
circumstances of his setting out from Burton Pynsent to
town when still so unfit, and of his seeking medical assist-
ance to enable him to go on and attend to business, are of.
themselves sufficient proofs of his anxiety to have acted had
he been able.

Such a strange calamity could not but be attended with
mischievous consequences. Chatham was obliged to leave
town and seek retirement and a purer air at North-End,
Hampstead. .

Here, then, in this deplorable condition, the great orator
and statesman was living, and, as it were, hiding from the
importunities of the King and his nobles, and the pressing
cares of a great empire; by his office called on to discharge
the most important functions thaf could rest on human
responsibility, and from the effects of his disease helpless as
a child. During this melancholy time he used to be driven
about the Heath and immediate neighbourhood in his car-
l‘ia.g'e,- with the blinds drawn closely down, and shunning the
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parts frequented as much as possible. How long Chatham

led this melancholy life here is not exactly known, but

probably about a year; for he came here some time soon

after March 1767, and in October of the following year we

find that he had refurnished Hayes, near Bromley in Kent,

and had retired thither, but still not much better; and

there, on October 12, 1768, he resigned' his post as Prime

Minister, amid the glooms and anxieties of the American

War, already commenced in the outbreaks at Boston. He

seems not to have fully recovered till the summer of 1769,

when the gouty element quitted his general system, concen-

trated itself in his foot, and Chatham was himself again.

Suddenly appearing in the House of Lords on January 6,
1770, be launched a most fiery diatribe at the Ministry for
its vielation of the rights of the colonists in America, and the
rights of the people at honi¢, in the person of Wilkes, whose
retwrn to Parliament by a large majority they had arbitrarily
overruled; and the whole Cabinet went to pieces under the
lightnings of his ire, and Lord North became for a long time
the ruler of England’s destinies.

The house at which Lord Chatham lived during this gloomy
time is now called Wild-wood House, but, till recently, North-
End House. It is a large house standing at the northern foot
of the declivity descending from Mr. Hoare’s house, and be-
tween the Finchley Road and the Chestnut Avenue, leading
down from Mr. Hoare’s to Wild-wood. The gardens of
Wild-wood House run up the hill, and have on the summit a
fine summer-house, surmounted by a dome. These grounds
are bounded by a Scotch-fir clump, near Mr. Hoare’s house,
where the two roads divide. Wild-wood House was once, it

is said, occupied by Lord North, though he never was the
* copyhold proprietor of it. Probably it was owing to its being
in Lord North’s tenancy that Chatham came to sojouwrn in
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it. The Rev. Edward Taggart, Unitarian minister, was, and
his widow, I believe, still is, the possessor of it. It is now
océupied by William Haynes, Esq., who has raised it another
- story, and otherwise added to it.

The small room, or rather closet, in which Chatham
shut himself up during his singular affliction—on the third
story—still remains in the same condition. Its position
from the outside may be.known by an oriel window looking
towards Finchley. The opening in the wall from the stair-
case to the room still remains, through which the unhappy
man received his meals or anything else conveyed to him.
It is an opening of perhaps eighteen inches square, having
a door on each side of the wall. The door within had a
padlock, which still hangs upon it. When anything was con-
veyed to him, a knock was made on the outer door, and the
articles placed in the recess. 'When he heard the outer door
again closed, the invalid opened the inner door, took what
was there, again closed and locked it. 'When the dishes or
other articles were returned, the same process was observed,
sothat no one could possibly catch a glimpse of him, nor need
there be any exchange of words. This closet, and its little
double-doored perforation, constitute one of the most remark-
able monuments of the phenomena of the human system, of
the domination of the physical organisation over the mind.

There is a tradition of a murder committed in or near the
summer-house at the top of the garden attached to this
house, about ninety years ago. The summer-house where
the murder is said to have been perpetrated must have been
an older one than the present one, but standing much in the
same situation. The butler of the gentleman then living
there is said to have killed the cook or one of the female
gervants of the family; but for the exact date and particulars
of this murder I have sought ‘in vain. A friend of mine at
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Hampstead inserted an inquiry regarding it in the Hamp-
stead newspapers; but it produced no result. Still the
inhabitants of North-End are unanimous in their belief in
the murder, and there are those who assert that the ghost
of the murdered woman still walks in the garden—a belief
most effective for the protection of the garden; a ghost
walking at night being worth a dozen policemen with their
bull’s-eye lanterns, especially as ghosts eat no peaches.

A murder much better attested marks the opposite side
of the Finchley Road. Just over against the summer-house
here mentioned, there stands an elm-tree, called the Gibbet-
tree. Between this tree and another formerly stood a gibbet
on which was suspended the body of Jackson, a highway-
man, for murdering Henry Miller on or near this spot in
May 1673. <In 1674 was published,’ says Park, ¢ ¢“Jackson’s
Recantation ; or, the Life and Death of the notorious High-
wayman now hanging in chains at Hampstead,” &ec., wherein
is ‘truly discovered the whole mystery of that wicked and
fatal profession of padding on the road. 4to.’ Park was
told that the post of this gibbet was in his time remaining
as a mantle-tree over the fireplace in the kitchen of the
¢ Castle ’ public-house. One of the two trees betwixt which
the gibbet stood was blown down a few years ago, but its
stumps are still visible.

Park also mentions the murder of a Thomas Cowley on
Fortune Green, by one Martha Bradley and some female
gipsies, This woman managed to escape conviction through
want of evidence, and in_her old age was an occupant of
some almshouses in the Vale of Health, since pulled down,
Over her wretched fire in the evening, or lying awake at night,
she was continually heard confessing her crime, detailing the
circumstances, and earnestly praying for pardon: a picture
of desolate misery befitting the pen of Crabbe.



92 HAMPSTEAD,

The house in possession of Mrs, Earle at North-End, bears
the name of Wild-wood, and appears to have the original
claiin to it. From an old map now before us, Wild-wood
appears to be the wood just behind the ¢ Spaniards’ public-
house, being, no doubt, a remnant of the ancient forest of
Middlesex.

SOUTH VIEW OF * THI SPANIARDS,

(From a Print by Chatelaine, in the King's Library, British Museum.)

Many associations of a literary and historical character are
connected with North-End, as you might suppose from the
views of those ancient groves and the old mansion-like houses
which they overshadow. The ¢ Bull and Bush ’ public-house
used to have, as now, a plea,sa.nfi garden, to which, it is

-asserted, Addison and his friends were accustomed frequently
to resort.

Here Akenside’s friend Dyson bought a house for him, in
order to introduce him to his friends resident in the neigh-
bourhood, and thus create a medical practice for him; a
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generous design which Akenside’s haughty temper rendered
abortive. Just on the edge of the Heath, below Wild-wood,
stands a farm-house, at which William Blake, the singularly
imaginative artist and inspired poet, used sometimes to Jodge.
Mr. Linnell, the celebrated painter, frequently occupied
this house in summer, and invited Blake there. It was a
spot well calculated to refresh, by its silence and peaceful
nature, his mind, harassed by poverty and neglect; for the
independence of his character rendered him totally unfit to
cope with the matter-of-fact persons with whom he had to
deal in his profession, and he lived in the deepest poverty
with his faithful, sympathising wife, both of them executing
an amazing amount of work in their lifetime, to be dis-
posed of at the most contemptible prices, to rise after his
death into as extraordinary a value. Authors now rush in
to praise him in biographies, and connoisseurs to purchase
any scrap of his drawings, who, during his own existence,
was complacently smiled at as a madman. In fact, with all
hig genius, it is not easy to exempt him from a considerable
trace of insanity, nor to defend some of his theological ideas.
They are extremely wild and strange. But no doubt there
is a world where such spiritual and inspired souls find them-
selves understood and at home.

Mr. Coventry Patmore for some time lived at North-End ;
Mrs. Craik, formerly Miss Dinah Mulock, the popular novel-
ist, occupied, a few years ago, the house now occupied by
Miss Meteyard, the author of the splendid and truly ap-
Preciative ¢ Life of Wedgwood,” and many other charming
works, .

Sir Fowerrn Buxton lived some time at North-End, to be
near his brother-in-law, Mr. Hoare. He lived at the square
brick house at the bottom of the avenue leading down from
Mr. Hoare’s to Wild-wood. This house is on the right
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hand as you descend the avenue, between the cross road
leading from the ¢ Spaniards ’ to the Finchley Road, and an
avenue descending from the Heath, and dividing it from a
paddock. At the same time, Mrs. Charles Buxton, a widow,
occupied Wild-wood, Mrs. Earle’s house.

Sir Fowell Buxton married a Gurney of Norwich, and thus
was closely connected with the Society of Friends. His ser-
vices, both in the House of Commons and out of it, in the
cause of freedom to the negroes, are too well known to need
more than a reference. His name will always stand united
with those of Clarkson, Wilberforce, and the noble band who
effected that great act of justice to the black race, the freedom
of their persons. Sir Fowell Buxton, from the Life of him
published by his son, Mr. Charles Buxton M.P., appears to
have been a man of a beautifully and tenderly religious
spirit. '

HAMPSTEAD HEATH CONTINUED.—THE VALE OF HEALTH.

Formerly, fairs and races were held on Hampstead Heath,
which drew so much dissolute company, and produced such
scenes of riot and gambling, that they were prohibited.
Recent times have seen Sunday dissipation reasserting itself,
by the erection of a monster public-house with a lofty tower
and flag, to attract the attention of Sunday strollers on the
Heath. Of all places, this raised its Tower of Babel bulk in
that formerly quiet and favourite spot, the Vale of Health.
That suitable refreshments should be attainable to the nume-
rous visitors of the Heath on Sundays and holidays is quite
Tight and reasonable; but that taps and gin-palaces on a
Titan scale should be licensed, where people resort ostensibly
for fresh air, relaxation, and exercise, i§ the certain mode of
turning’all such advantages into popular curses, and convert-
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ing the very bosom of nature into a hotbed of demoralisation
and crime. Anyone who has witnessed the condition of the
enormous crowds who flock to the Heath on summer Sundays,
as they return in the evening, needs no argument oan the
subject. 'When I lived at Highgate, I could from my garden
hear the continuous hubbub of the retiring pleasure-seekers
stretching all the way from the Heath itself to the bottom
of Haverstock Hill. It sounded like a riotous mob on its
way to exercise its mischievous vivacity in London; and a
near approach to this noisy stream of life demonstrated, in
its language, the worst effects of the liquors which ithad im-
bibed for the benefit of the excise duties, and the damage to
individual health.

This Vale of Health used, till of late years, to present a
sight at once picturesque and pleasant. In front of a row of
cottages, and under the shade of willows, were set out long
tables for tea, where many hundreds, at a trifling cost, par-
took of a homely and exhilarating refreshment. There
families could take their own tea and bread and butter, and
have water boiled for them, and table accommodation found
for them, for a few pence; but then came this great tavern
with its towers and battlements, and cast them literally and
practically into the shade. It was, however, really gratifying
to see that the more imposing and dangerous place of enter-
tainment never could compete with the more primitive tea-
tables, nor banish the homely and happy groups of families,
children, and humble friends.

The Vale of Health was formerly, for some time, the abode
of Leigh Hunt, and the resort of his celebrated friends
Shelley, Keats, Hazlitt, Haydon, &e. The house which he
occupied, I am informed; was tlie same occupied at a later
date by Mr. Matthew Davenport Hill, the well-known and
public-spirited Recorder of Birmingham, a brother of Sir
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Rowland Hill. Tt was pulled down to make way for the
great hotel just mentioned.

What an idea ! the particular spot on which three or four
of our most gifted and intellectual men used to meet, and
speculate on ideal beauty, and on plans for the elevation of
the race, should be the one on which the bestial Bacchus,
the brutaliser and demoraliser of this nation, should select to
squat himself down, as if in intense satisfaction of triumph
over them. One seems to see the demon of drink and riot
stamping his foot on the ground consecrated to genius and
refinement, and laughing uproariously at his odious achieve-
ment. Every right mind will rejoice that the base specula-
tion has failed, and that, at the moment at which I write, the
huge abortion is in the market, and we may hope will be
converted to some more honourable purpose. Let us revert
to earlier days.

Yet even at the time that we refer to, the three poets
were then far from happy. They were more or less martyrs
to free thought and popular prejudices. Shelley had offended
the moral sense of the public by his early indiscretions of
opinion and of action. He had written ¢Queen Mab,” and
married a wife unsuited to him, and had separated from
her; yet without sanctioning one act or the other, I may
remark how many now daily perpetrate as much, and escape
with a passing and often very slight censure. Shelley, at
the age of nineteen only, was rudely, and, as competent
authorities have affirmed, ¢ precipitately, unjustly, and ille-
gally’ expelled from University College, Oxford, for the
printing and privately circulating a thesis on Atheism con-
jointly with a fellow-student. To the authorship, or part
authorship, he did not confess, when grossly and insultingly
called upon to do 8o, and was on the spot formally expelled
without further inquiry, and without the least attempt



THE VALE OF HEALTH. 97

benevolently to convince him—an enthusiastic and inex-
perienced youth—of his error. Such conduct was the most
certain to harden him in his opinions. It was the observa-
‘tioms of the awful extremes of human life, the oppressions
‘and contumelies of the poor, which had swelled his heart with
indignation, and made him call in question the existence
of a Providence who could tolerate such things. How little
do people who profess Christianity, and are promptly ready
to avenge any disavowals of its principles, reflect that they
themselves, and the multitudes acting with them, are the
real originators of infidelity and atheism! People now-a-
days who see the European nations professing Christianity—
the religion of peace and love—yet steeped to the lips in
hatred to each other, and armed to the teeth to destroy one
another, may-well, as thousands and hundreds of thousands
do, lose all faith in a religion followed by such practice. To
those of quick and impetuous feeling, the whole aspect of the
sot-desant Christian world is one of the most barefaced
hypocrisies. They read the New Testament, and find that
it declares that every man shall love his neighbour as him-
self, that its Author declares himself the Prince of Peace, and
his doctrine as love. They turn their glance on the na-
tions professing to believe this Gospel, and see every nation
covered with hundreds of thousands of soldiers, armed with
deadly, and ever more deadly and devastating, weapons; they
see every so-called Christian nation suspicious of its neigh-
bour, and ready to carry the most terrible destruction through
it. They take a closer view of the internal condition of these
nations, and behold the wildest contrasts of life—pride,
luxury, domination on the one hand, and ignorance, desti-
tution, and consequent crime and misery on the other; and
to what mental conclusion can they come, but that Christi-
anity is a solemn farce, and that the bulk of modern society
H
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knows and believes it to be such? Thisis, and must be, the
one prolific source of that infidelity which has of late years
overrun the so-called civilised world with such rapidity.
Yet; for an anonymous pamphlet only circulated amongst a
few individuals, and written in the first astonishment and
indignation of a noble heart at the inconsistent scenes around
him, poor Shelley was expelled college, and a mark set on
him for life.

At the time when these three persecuted men of genius
used to meet here, chiefly in the year 1816, they were ostra-
cised by the public, and two of them, Keats and Shelley,
were made very miserable. In proportion to their genius
was the intensity of the public hatred. Keats, indeed, at
that time, was only just entering on that career of shameful
abuse by the critics, and of ultimate glory, which was his
fortune in a very short life. Ie had not yet written
¢ Endymion,” but he had become acquainted with a group of
eminent men, who continued to appreciate him as he de-
served. Leigh Hunt, Haydon (whose misfortunes equalled
his own), Shelley, Mr. Dilke (afterwards proprietor of the
¢ Athenaeum’), Reynolds (author of the amusing papers of
¢ Peter Corcoran,” &c)., Mr. Cowden Clarke, and soon after
of Hazlitt, Lamb, and Barry Cornwall.

From this time till 1820, when he left—in the last stage
of consumption—for Italy, he resided principally at Hamp-
stead. During most of this time, he lived with his very dear
friend Mr. Charles Brown, a Russia merchant, at Wentworth
Place, Downshire Hill, by Pond Street, Hampstead. Previ-
ously, he and his brother Thomas had occupied apartments
at the next house to Mr. Brown’s, at a Mrs. ’s whose
name his biographers have carefully omitted. With the
daughter of this lady Ieats was deeply in love—a passion
which deepened to the last. Lord Houghton, in his ¢ Life
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and Letters of Keats,” merely says on this subject, < However
sincerely the devotion of Keats may have been requited, it
will be seen .that his outward circumstances soon became
such as to render a union very difficult, if not impossible.
Thus these years were passed in a conflict in which plain
poverty and mortal sickness met a radiant imagination
and a redundant heart. Hope was there, with Genius, his
everlasting sustainer, and Fear never approached but as the
companion of Necessily. The strong power conquered the
physical man, and made the very intensity of his passion, in
a certain gense, accessory to his death; he might have lived
longer if he had lived less. But this should be no matter of
self-reproach to the object of his love, for the same may be
said of the very exercise of his poetic faculty, and of all that
made him what he was. It is enough that she has preserved
his memory with a sacred hgnour, and it is no vain assump-
tion, that to have inspired and sustained the one passion of
this noble being, has been a source of grave delight and
earnest thankfulness, through the changes and chances of
her earthly pilgrimage.’!

The story of the latter years of Keats’ life is one’ of the
most affecting that can be conceived. Whilst pouring out
his exquisite poetry, whilst enriching our literature with some
of its most beautiful possessions, he was in constant and
dread conflict with poverty, disease, and murderous critical
savagery, with hopes continually prostrated, with a love
passionate, intense, and torturing from its inevitable despair
of fruition. On the other hand, he had the solaces of friend-
ships of the most ardent and disinterested nature, amongst
wliich the self-sacrificing devotion of that of Mr. Severn, the
artist, who accompanied him to Rome, and nursed him to

L Yol i. p. 243.
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the last moment with a most noble and rare magnanimity, is
almost tnexampled in human history.

By the aid of the statements of Leigh Hunt and Lord
Houghton; we may trace most of the scenes in which the
very finest poetry of Keats was written—for the noblest of
his productions were all written at Hampstead. His ¢ Endy-
mion,” ¢ Lamia,” ¢ Isabella,” ¢ Eve of St. Agnes,’ ¢ Hyperion,’
all were written at Hampstead. Leigh Hunt says, ¢The
-poem with which his first volume begins, was suggested to
him on a delightful summer day, as he stood by the gate
which leads from the battery on Hampstead Heath into a
field by Caen Wood; and the last poem, the one on “ Sleep
and Poetry,” was occasioned by his sleeping in the Vale of
Health;’ in fact, at Hunt’s own house. In the lane near
Highgate leading from Milfield Lane to Caen Wood—and
from its being often frequented by Hunt, Keats, Lamb,
Hazlitt and Coleridge, called Poets’ "Lane—Keats with
Hunt, first met Coleridge, who afterwards described Keats as
‘a loose, slack, not well-dressed youth,” and after shaking
hands with bim, observed—*¢ There is death in that, hand.’
This was in 1817, when every one else thought Keats in good
health, but when, evidently, the consumption which carried
off ezu-fy’ both himself and his brother, was already in I)rogress
in him. This disease Keats himself believed to have fixed
fatally on him in riding outside a coach on a cold day from
London up to Hampstead.

To ¢ Endymion,” written at Hampstead, he put the finishing
touches at Burford Bridge, at the foot af Box Hill, Surrey,
in one of those pedestrian excursions which he delighted to
make, and in which he traversed several parts of the South
of England, the Isle of Wight, Devonshire, and portions of
Scotland, the Western Isles, with a peep at Ireland. He
began his ¢ Hyperion ’ in December 1818, immediately after
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removing to his friend Brown’s house in Wentworth Place.
This noble fragment remained a fragment, in consequence
of the brutal attack on his ¢ Endymion * by the ¢ Quarterly
Review’ and ¢ Blackwood’s’—a direct standing contradittion
of the oft-asserted fallacy that no criticism ever destroyed
" or prevented the productions of a genuine poet. The kick
of a cart-horse may kill a poet ; and the base onslaught of a
stupid critic can and does not unfrequently as completely
annihilate the soul of poetry in a sensitive bosom as a deadly
frost kills both flower and fruit. In this sense malignant
critics murder the genius and blast the literature of their
country. ‘

‘In the spring of 1819,’ says Lord Houghton, ¢the ad-
mirable “Ode to a Nightingale” was suggésted by the
continual song of the bird that had built its nest close to

the house, and which often threw Keats into a sort of trance
~ of tranquil pleasure. One morning he took his chair from
the breakfast table, placed it on the grass-plot under a plane
tree, and sate there for two or three hours with some scraps
of paper in his hands. Shortly afterwards Mr. Brown saw
him thrusting them away as waste paper behind some books,
and had some difficulty in putting together and arranging the
stanzas of the ode. Other poems, as literally ¢ fugitive” were
rescued in much the same manner, for he permitted Mr.
Brown to copy what he could pick up, and sometimes assisted
him.” Soon after he repeated, or rather chanted, in a sort
of recitative, this ode to Mr. Haydon, as they strolled to-
gether through Kilburn meadows—meadows now all buried
in brick and mortar. We may add, that at one time Leigh
Hunt had lodgings in Kentish Town, and then, probably, it
was that they used to take their strolls up Milfield Lane and
encountered Coleridge. These-few glimpses of the spots on
which Keats composed his most beautifal poems, may serve
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to show,us that many a piece of ground, very common-place
in itself, has witnessed the walks and conversation of men
whom we are accustomed to look for only in books, and that
we Often tread in the footsteps of the great when we little
dream of it.

In sadness and poverty, and under loads of the world’s
scorn, evoked by the base Mohawks of criticism, here they
often walked where we now walk. Of the sadness of Keats
in his rambles about Hampstead, we have evidence in what
Leigh Hunt says:—¢ As we were sitting on the bench in Well
Walk, near the Heath—the one against the wall—he told
me, with unaccustomed tears in his eyes, that his heart was
breaking. Then, and till his death, he believed that the
Reviews had destroyed his fame.’

It is to be regretted that Wentworth Place, where Keats
lodged, and wrote some of his finest poetry, either no longer
exists or no longer bears that name. At the bottom of John
Street, on the left hand in descending, is a villa called
Wentworth House ; but no Wentworth Place exists between
Downshire Hill and Pond Street, the locality assigned to it.
I made the most rigorous search in that quarter, inquiring
of the tradesmen daily supplying the houses there, and of
two residents of forty and fifty years. None of them had
any knowledge or recollection of a Wentworth Place. Pos-
sibly Keats’s friend, Mr. Brown, lived at Wentworth House,
and that the three cottages standing in a line with it and
facing South-End Road, but at a little distance from the
road jn a garden, might then bear the hame of Wentworth
Place. The end cottage would then, as stated in the lines
of Keats, be next door to Mr. Brown’s. These cottages still
have apartments to let, and in all other respects accord with
the assigned locality.

In less than two years after the death of Keats, Shelley
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was drowned off the coast of Italy, namely, on July 8, 1822;
and his ashes were laid near those of his dear friend and
poet-brother in affliction, Keats, in the English burial-
ground at Rome, aged only thirty. ) .

Never had men who conferred such glory on their country
such hard measure dealt out to them by their contempo-
raries. Shelley was, in fact, morally outlawed and banned
by the general voice of the country. The whole press, with
the exception of the ¢ Examiner ~—in the hands of his friend
Leigh Hunt—pursued him with an inexorable and rancorous
hatred. As his noble poems came out one after another,
they were hissed and hooted at by the critics; fell dead from
the press; and never were the effects of the deep melancholy
which this treatment induced more graphically and pathetic-
ally depicted than in his ¢Lines written on the Shore at
Naples.

I sit upon the sands alone—
The lightning of tho noontide ocean
Is flashing round me—and a tone
Arises from its mingled motion.
How sweet! if any heart could sharein my emotion

And in that other verse—

Yot now despair itself is mild,

Even as the winds and waters are.

I could lie down like a tired child,

And weep away this life of cure,

Which I have borne and yet must bear,

Till death like sleep might steal on me,

And I might feel in the warm air,

My heart grow cold, and hear the sea

Breathe o'er my outworn brain its last monotony.

And what was the real character of the man ‘whom
critics and relatives, and the law, which stripped him of his
children, and the self-righteous world, contrived to chase
from society as a demon? A perfectly childlike and Christ-
like creature. If Christianity is love, and love of your neigh-
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bour especially, then was Shelley in heart and soul and daily
deed a perfect Christian. He lamented his early errors, but
found no forgiveness. ° He was,” says Captain Medwin, his
relatiye, and one who knew him from childhood, ‘an enemy
to all sensuality. The pleasures of the table, that form the
summum bonum of the herd, were not his pleasures. His
diet was that of a hermit, his drink water, and his principal
and favourite food bread. His conversation was as chaste
as his morals—all grossness he abominated.” His heart was
one congeries of all noble and generous emotions. He was
ready, at every information of human suffering, to stand up
and try to relieve it; and in the pursuit of such divine
objects he cared not for conventionalities or misrepre-
sentation. Leigh Hunt gives us this picture of him here at
Hampstead :— ¢ Shelley often came there to see me, some-
times to stop for several days. He delighted in the natural
broken ground, and in the fresh air of the place, especially
when the wind set in from the north-west, which used to
give him an intoxication of animal spirits. Here also he
swam his paper-boats on the ponds, and delighted to play
with my children, especially with my eldest boy, the seri-
ousness of whose imagination, and his susceptibility of a
“ grim ** impression—a, favourite epithet of Shelley’s—highly
delighted him. He would play at ¢{frightful creatures”
with him, from which the other would snatch “a fearful
joy,” only begging him occasionally ¢ not to do the horn,”
which was a way that Shelley had of screwing up his hair in
front, to imitate a weapon of that sort. ..This was the boy,
now a 'man of forty, and himself a fine writer, to whom
Lamb took such a liking on simdlar accounts, and addressed
some charming verses, on his ¢ favourite child.”” >

He then tells an anecdote very characteristic of Shelley,

! Autobiography, vol. ii. p. 195.
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and which ought to make many of us think seriously of the
way we look at things:—¢I was returning home one night
to Hampstead after the opera; as I approached the door, 1
heard strange and alarming shrieks, mixed with the voice of
a man. The next day, it was reported by gossips that Mr.
Shelley, « no Christian,” for it was he who was there, ¢ had
brought some very strange female” into the house, no
better, of course, than she ought to be. The real Christian
had puzzled them. Shelley, in coming to our house that
night, had found a woman lying near the top of the hill in
fits. It was a fierce winter night, with snow upon the ground ;
and winter loses nothing of its fierceness at Hampstead. My
friend, always the promptest as well as most pitying on these
occasions, knocked at the first house he could reach, in order
to have the woman taken in. The invariable answer was,
they could not do it. He asked for an outhouse to put her
in while he went for a doctor. Impossible! In vain he
assured them he was no impostor. They would not dispute
the point with him; but doors were closed, and windows
were shut down.” Had he hit on another, Mr. Park, the
philologist, he would assuredly have come, in spite of his
Calvinism. But he lived too far off. Had he hit upon my
friend and neighbour; Dilke, they would either of them have
jumped up from amidst their books or their bedclothes, and
have gone out with him. But the paucity of Christians is
astonishing, considering the number of them. Time flies;
the poor woman is in convulsions, her son, a young man,
lamenting over her. At last my friend sees a carriage
driving up to a house at a little distance. The knock is
given; the warm door opensy servantsand lights pour forth.
Now, thought he, is the time. He puts on his best ad-
dress, which anybody might recognise as that of the highest
gentleman, as well as of an interesting individual, and
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plants himself in the way of an elderly person, who i3 stepping
out of his carriage with his family. He tells his story ; they
only press on the faster. “Will you goand see her?” ¢ No,
i, there is no occasion for that sort of thing, depend upon
it. Impostors swarm everywhere : the thing cannot be done;
gir, your conduct is extraordinary.” ¢Sir,” cried Shelley,
assuming a very different manner, and forcing the flourish-
ing householder to stop out of astonishment, “I am sorry to
say that your conduct is not extraordinary ; and if my own
seems to amaze you, I will tell you something which may
amaze you @ little more, and I hope will frighten you. It
is such men as you who madden the spirits and the patience
of the poor and wretched; and if ever a convulsion comes
in this country, which is very probable, recollect what I tell
you: you will have your house, that you refuse to put this
miserable woman into, burnt over your head!” ¢ God bless
me, sir! Dear me, sir!” exclaimed the poor frightened
man, and fluttered into his mansion.

¢ The woman was then brought to our house, which was
at some distance, and down a bleak path; and Shelley and
her son were obliged to hold her till the doctor could arrive.
It appeared that she had been attending this son in London
on a.criminal charge made against him, the agitation of
which had thrown her.into the fits on her return. The
doctor said that she would have perished had she lain there
a short time longer. The next day my friend sent mother
and son home comfortably to Hendon, where they were
known, and whence they returned him_thanks full of gra-
titude? !

When we read the parable of the Good Samaritan, we
all despise the Priest and Levite who passed on the other
side when they saw the wounded man lying in the road.

! Autobiography, vol. ii. p. 198.
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‘We all applaud the Good Samaritan, and think we should
have done” just like him. Should we?—Ah! not so easy is
the ‘doing likewise.” Here we have an example of the
Good Samaritan in our own day, and who was he? Egactly
such a man as the Samaritan of old. A man under a
ban and a stigma; a man to whom was denied the very
name of Christian; a man persecuted, maligned, made
utterly wretched by the revilements of critics and the ¢ unco
guid.’ He is the man who at once attempts to succour
the poor fainting woman. He knocks at door after door, he
stops the good Christians passing comfortably by, he grows
desperate in his denials of help for the suffering, and stands
before the wealthy man and his family issuing from his car-
riage, and only alarms him, only makes him probably think
that he has to do with a madman or a robber! Such are
the difficulties of imitating the Good Samaritan in this age
and country. Should we then so readily have done as the
Good Samaritan did? Alas! there are ninety-nine in the
hundred against it! If we were, as many of us think we
are, such Good Samaritans in this country, there could not
exist the . astounding contrasts of luxury and splendour,
starvation and desolation, as those which overspread this
Christian England. '

- But the house of Leigh Hunt 