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The magnitude of the threats we face
presents too great a risk to the Na-
tion’s security given our current
strength of active duty military.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, we all
hope and pray we never have to make
need of these additional troops. But
knowing we have a larger Armed Force
if the urgency arises should help us all
sleep a little better at night, including
General Cody and his sons.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. ING-
LIS of South Carolina). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GUTKNECHT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extension of Remarks.)

———

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
take the special order time of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

———

IN SUPPORT OF LIEUTENANT
PANTANO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Saturday was the final day of
the Article 32 hearing for a Marine fac-
ing murder charges for actions he took
against Iraqi insurgents in self-defense.

As I have discussed at length, a year
ago in Iraq, Second Lieutenant Ilario
Pantano made a split-second battle-
field decision to shoot two Iraqi insur-
gents who refused to follow his orders
to stop their movement towards him.
Two and a half months later, a ser-
geant under his command, who never
even saw the shooting and who was ear-
lier demoted by Pantano for his lack of
leadership abilities, accused him of
murder. Now the case is in the hands of
a hearing officer who must determine
whether Lieutenant Pantano will face
a court-martial.

Mr. Speaker, I stand here today, as I
have many other nights and days, in
support of Lieutenant Pantano. I have
always maintained the innocence of
Lieutenant Pantano, and I believe last
week’s hearings produced information
that will ultimately prove his inno-
cence. During the hearing, it became
clear that the sergeant who accused
Lieutenant Pantano of these actions
was not a credible witness. This ser-
geant had been demoted for his inac-
curacies as a leader. While testifying
last week, he was forced to admit that
he disobeyed recent orders not to grant
interviews regarding this case.
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Mr. Speaker, how can these charges
move forward when this primary wit-
ness is someone who did not actually
see the shooting and who cannot stick
to one story about the series of events
that took place?

I continue to maintain that Lieuten-
ant Pantano is an exceptional Marine.
During last week’s proceedings, many
Marines and sailors testified to his out-
standing leadership; and not one per-
son, aside from Sergeant Coburn,
doubted the lieutenant’s decision-mak-
ing ability. I certainly hope that last
week’s proceedings will finally bring
out the truth in this case.

General Huck has the ultimate say in
whether these charges move forward to
a court-martial. General Huck will
evaluate the evidence that has been
presented in this case. I believe the evi-
dence will justify the immediate dis-
missal of all charges against Lieuten-
ant Pantano so that he may return to
duty and serve the corps and the coun-
try he loves so deeply.

Mr. Speaker, I continue to ask my
colleagues to research this case and
consider supporting House Resolution
167, my resolution to support Lieuten-
ant Pantano as he faces this battle. I
encourage all Members to visit his
mother’s Web site,
www.defendthedefenders.org, and learn
more about this fine young man. I
would be proud to call him my son or
my son-in-law.

We cannot send the wrong message to
our men and women in uniform. To in-
still doubt into the minds of our Na-
tion’s defenders places their lives and
the security of our Nation in jeopardy.

In conclusion, I want to briefly men-
tion another Marine who was facing
similar murder charges for actions he
took in Iraq that were actually on vid-
eotape. Yesterday he was cleared of
wrongdoing after the Naval Criminal
Investigative Service determined that
he acted in self-defense. In a state-
ment, Major General Richard
Natonski, the commanding general of
the First Marine Division, said the Ma-
rine’s actions were ‘‘consistent with
the established rules of engagement
and the law of armed conflict.” Mr.
Speaker, I hope that this Marine’s case
will serve as a precedent for the hear-
ing officer reviewing Lieutenant
Pantano’s case, where there is not only
no video evidence, there is not even one
eyewitness.

I have the utmost faith and con-
fidence in the United States Marine
Corps that in the next few days there
will once again be a decision made that
will correct a wrong and allow Lieuten-
ant Pantano to continue with his ca-
reer.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
an endorsement of House Resolution
167 by the Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs,
Incorporated, Los Angeles, California,
that asks President Bush, the House,
and the Senate to please support H.
Res. 167.

I close by asking the good Lord to
please give strength to the Pantano
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family, that the good Lord be with our
men and women in uniform, and may
God continue to bless America.

ASSOCIATION FOR
LOS ANGELES DEPUTY SHERIFFS, INC.,
Los Angeles, California, April 14, 2005.
Re Endorsement of House Resolution 167.

Hon. GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States,
Washington, DC.

DEAR PRESIDENT BUSH: As members of the
Board of Directors of an organization that
represents approximately 7000 sworn Deputy
Sheriffs and District Attorney Investigators,
we know firsthand just how difficult it is for
those engaged in military or law enforce-
ment service to protect the public as well as
maintain their own safety. We also recognize
that the public is frequently unaware of the
extreme difficulty placed upon those who
serve in military or para-military organiza-
tions which often requires that irreversible,
life and death decisions be made within frac-
tions of a second.

We are certain that you are fully knowl-
edgeable of the incident that gave rise to
House Resolution 167 as well as the cir-
cumstances that propelled this matter into
the public spotlight. We are also familiar
with your unflagging record of support and
respect for the men and women in uniform
that proudly serve this great nation. Cer-
tainly, no one is better acquainted with their
heroic exploits and the extreme difficulty in
which they have been placed than the Presi-
dent of the United States.

Therefore, in keeping with House Resolu-
tion 167, we respectfully request that you
employ your power as Commander in Chief
to cause all charges against Second Lieuten-
ant Ilario Pantano to be dismissed.

If there is anything that you believe that
this Association can do to assist in this mat-
ter, please let us know.

Sincerely,

ROY BURNS,
President.

STEVE REMIGE,
Vice President.

ARMANDO MACIAS,
Secretary.

FLOYD HAYHURST,
Treasurer.

ROBERT CONNOR,
Director.

GEORGE HOFSTETTER,
Director.

BRIAN ROGGE,
Director.

———————

SMART SECURITY AND MISSION
UNACCOMPLISHED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, last
Sunday was the second anniversary of
President Bush’s now infamous ‘‘Mis-
sion Accomplished” speech in which he
declared an end to major combat oper-
ations in Iraq under an arrogant ban-
ner declaring that the mission had
been ‘‘accomplished.” I do not know
the President’s definition of the word
“‘accomplished,” but I think just about
anyone who is asked would say that
the mission is very far from being ac-
complished in Iraq.

Let us consider the facts. To date,
nearly 1,600 American soldiers have
been killed in this war. Estimates of



