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{
Governor,

26th May, 1949

An Ordinance to provide for the registration of Societies and fo
matters related thereto.

[R7th May, 1949.]

B it enacted by the Governor of Hong Kong, with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof:

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Societies Ordinance,
1949.

2. In this Ordinance—

e

: ) nership, ©
‘““society’” includes any club, company, partn%r object,

assoclation of ten or more persons, whatever 1ts nature

but does mnot include—

the Compar'®

(a) any company registered under ement

: : . - replac
Ordinance, 1932, or any Ordinance in amendment 01 p

thereof ; |

. Rovd

. g : under

(b) any company or association constituted of, of B

1 " Al
Charter, or Royal Letters Patent, or any Tmperial
Ordinance;

i

ndt

cted UE |

) onstitute et

(¢) any Lodge of Freemasons regularly cot in the !
any of the registered governing bodies of Treemasons

a . " 1 . . - 1 : .
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Treland;

llui“""i
' the prade
| j( di any trade union registered under Uh¢
and Trade Disputes ‘dinanc ( o Y
putes Ordinance, 1948; " ”J[

Ni‘h i p, ct 0'-}(‘
B . Y p L
: (¢) any company, association or p:ll‘“"[“() o putP
of not more than twenty persons, formed for the 3

carrying on any lawful business;
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“exempted Sooi(jty” means any society for the time being
exempted from registration by an order of exemption made under
this Ordinance;

“1'egistered_ sooiot_y” means any society for the time being
registered under this Ordinance;

“prescribed’” means prescribed by rule made under this
(Ordinance;

“local society” means any society organised and establish-
ed in the Colony or having its headquarters or chief place of
husiness in the Colony, and includes any society deemed to be
established in the Colony by virtue of section 4 of this Ordinance;

“office-bearer’” of a society means any person who is the
president, or vice-president, or secretary or treasurer of such
society, or who is a member of the committee or governing body
thereof, or who holds in such society any office or position
analogous to any of those mentioned above;

“Registrar’”” means the officer appointed as Registrar of
Societies for the Colony;

““Assistant Registrar’”’ means an officer appointed as an
Assistant Registrar of Societies for the Colony.

3. The Governor may appoint by name or office an officer Appointment
to be Registrar of Societies for the Colony, and officers to be of Registrar
styled Assistant Registrars of Societies. of Socictics,

4, A society shall be deemed to be established in the Colony, societies
although it is organised and has its headquarters or chief place deemed to
of business outside the Colony, if any of its office-bearers or mem- Ezhf:idm})n
bers resu‘ies in the Colony or is present therein, or if any person e colony.
in the Colony manages or assists in the management of such

society or solicits or collects money or subscription in its behalf :

g Provided that no society shall be deemed to be so established,
if and so long as—

‘ (a) it is organised and is operating wholly outside the
Colony: and

. (b) no office, place of business or place of meeting is
Waintained or used in the Colony by such society or by any person
in 1r.

1ts behalf; and

C (c) no register of members of such society is kept in the
olony: and

| (d) no subscriptions are collected or solicited in the Colony
J ! , : . . ]

Y the soclety or by any person in its behalf.

an 1.5' (1) Every local society shall in manner prescribed make Registation
Pbhication 1o the Registrar for registration under this Ordinance. of socicties.

() The Registrar may order that any local society shall

De o : ) :
- Tegistered or be exempted from registration under this Q-

18 3} (3) Where the Registrar is satisfied that o local society
Tanch of or is affiliated or connected with any organisation
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Cessation of
existence of
a society.

politieal nature established outside {he (‘o]

dhall refuse {o register it and where 1l appears o hipy, ’””ll_v, he
Jocal society is Tikely fo e used for unlawful purposes op IFH‘t
yrejudictal {o or incompatible with peace, welfyp, or
{he Colony, he shall refuse to register i, ‘

or group of a
HII'\;
purpose j o (‘?ln'\r
order m 2o

@) Where the Registrar agrees o register a Toeg) 00
ander 1his Ovdinance, he shall forthwith enter or (';n,nm(-l'[;('“",\'
entered in a register kepd for the purpose the |):v|,rtim|l;.‘,.g r:’_ he
in the application form and the date of his order directing ;::’,“I“
(ration.  The rvegister may be searched and examined ?)v ;l\-
person during the usual office hours on application made t, 'fl]ll'x
Registrar or to an Assistant Registrar.

(7)) The Registrar may, in hiy diseretion, rescind at any
time any exemption granted by him under sub-section (2) of this
section 1f he is satisfied that it is expedient so to do on the ground
that the society concerned is affiliated or connected with any
organisation or group of a political nature established outside the
Colony or on the ground that such society 1s likely to be used
for unlawful purposes or for any purpose prejudicial to or incom-
patible with peace, welfare or good order in the Colony.

Anyv such rescission shall be notified in the manner provided
by sub-section (2) of section 16 of this Ordinance: Provided that,

notwithstanding section 9 of this Ordinance, the society concerned
<hall 1ot he deemed to be an unlawful society until thirty days

have elapsed from the date of the notification and such society

lnas. failed to obtain registration under this Ordinance W
period.

ithin that

cancel at any
_section |
10 on

~ (6) The Registrar may, in his discretion,
time, the registration of any society effected under sub
of this section if he is satisfied that it is expedient so o !
auy of the grounds mentioned in the preceding sub-section:

N L . . . . RP(..L,‘_
Provided ‘t‘h‘dt_hl'l()l' to cancelling any l'eglstl'ntwn,rthe}ell;w
trar shall notify his intention to one or more of the office-be -

an oppm'hm !

ot the soclety concerned and shall give him or them
to subwit reasons (if any) why the I‘«*g‘islmtion

cancelled .
The 1ati : . . ed the
1€ cance lation of 4 registration shall be notifed
Hnialuer ‘O J ) ; ‘ ! .
anner provided by sub-section (2) of section 16 0

shoulc not

[ this Ul'din;num‘

and shall take effect on the day of such notification. o
~ ) Coly W

: - (1) Any office-bearer or member of a Jocal S0t Hi(. ol
;”vdJ?-',‘r“J""‘f‘J. by the Registrar’s refusal to register such 50 srant
1J‘\ thJ (JH'J.\.JU“ to rescind the "X('l“l’“““ from ['(x‘_l'iritl';llll’ll r‘l.“x,l
) th(l anH) 01 10 cancel the reoistration “H.'.(,(,L TIRA ~|“|..
against such ref al . e T . ! Il"ll '

lr‘ is1 elusal or decision to the Governor in €08
decision shall be figal

6 j _ e Ut
1‘4‘}4’1'51:‘14;((“) ‘ I the Registrar has reason (o helieve l !
5 }7 . (/, ,(“ exempted society has censed to exist, ho mit!
iu_ the Jla/_(:t(w a notification .
v with proof of | i

. ' Pits existence withi
of such notification ce within three month

. (
calling upon such soviely
g from
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(2) 1f :.11,‘ the expiration of suech  three months the
Registrar 18 snhsﬁlo(! that {he society  has ceased to exist, a
potification to that effect shall he published in the (azette, and the
cociety shall he deemed to have ceased to exist from the date of

<uch pul)]i(‘n {ion.

' m vafpanr r . N .
7. (]) ] ]l(‘. ](('g]h(]-” may, al, any ']]]](l, ]),V notice llnf]eT Information
his hand, order any exempted sociely or registered society to ©be

. : : i T e furnished by
furnish him 1 writing with— societien.

(a) a true and complete copy of the constitution and
rules of any such soctety in force at the date of such order:

() a true and complete list of office-bearers and
members of any such society residing in the Colony or present
therein at the date of such order;

(¢) a true and complete return of the number of
meetings held by any such society in the Colony within the period
of six months immediately preceding such order, stating the place
or places at which such meetings were held;

(d) such other information as may be prescribed.

(2) An order given under the preceding sub-section shall
specifiy the time within which (being not less than seven days)
the information shall be supplied: Provided that the Registrar
may, on application made to him and on good cause being shown,
grant an extension of time at his discretion.

8. (1) The obligations imposed upon exempted societies and persons
registered societies by section 7 of this Ordinance shall be binding responsible
upon every office-bearer and upon every person managing or fﬁi;;;?f&‘::g
assisting in the management of any such society in the Colony: '
Provided always that any such office-bearer or other person as
aforesaid shall mot he so bound unless he has been served with the
order given by the Registrar.

() If any exempled society or registered society fails to
“ply with the whole or part of any order given under section 7
of this Ordinance, each of the persons mentioned in the preceding
Sub-section who has been served as aforementioned shall be lable
YU sulmary convietion to a fine nol exceeding five hundred dollars
““J""f?' he establishes 1o the satisfaction of the court that he has
Xerclsed (Jye diligence and has failed to comply with the order
U1 reasony beyond his control.

B
s

(3) If any information supplied to the Registrar in com-
with an order oiven under section 7 05 false, incorrect,
Hllj);}'l’;"’lllj)lut(: Anany  material l)ill“.i(‘lll:tl‘, the person \v||'1'| lias
0y f.ed “'!“I} information shall he liable on samnary 1‘u||\lc"llc.l.l|
‘d':ij(,“w of five hundred dollars unless he establishes o the salis-
K ol the court that he had good reason to helieve that the

“Jil()- .
g e
tHon wag true, correct and complete.

J’]J‘ulu;(j

"’ua' livery local society. not being a registered soctely or an Unlawful

 Q . h A . H RN

pled society, shall he deemed to be an unlawful society. socretics.
J )
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Penalties 10. Auny office-bearer and any person managing N

- . d 5 !h d .
e Offces in the management of any unlawful society ”]'“”hl)n A881sti), .
fo‘iff summary convietion to a fine not exceeding three lu]fouj Liah on
an unlawful and to 1mprisonment for a term not exceeding three San( dnl];m
society. > Yearg. \
Penalties on 11. Any person who is or acts as a member of an un]
member of e nds ting of law? =0 06 an yp

society or attends a meeting of an unlawful goc awf

unlawful ociety e soclety ghg]] Al

society.

TPersons
allowing
unlawful
socicty on
premises.

Presumptions.

Presumpuon
of member-
ship etc.,

ot SOCIETy.

Society using
a Triad ritual
to be deemed
an unlawful
soclety.
Offences.

be l]?lble

on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one thousang
. . . d I
and to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year flo]la,rﬂ

12. Any person who knowingly allows a meetiy
unlawful society, or of members of an unlawful soclety
in any house, building or place belonging to or occupi’e
or over which he has control, shall be liable on summary
to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars and to im
for a term not exceeding one year.

Of a
to be helg
d by him,
convictiop
Prisonment

13. In any proceedings under this Ordinance—

(a) where it 1s proved that a club, company, partnership,
or association is in existence, i1t shall be presumed that such club,
company, partnership or association is a society within the meaning
of this Ordinance unless the contrary is proved;

(b) it shall not be necessary for the prosecution to prove
that a society possesses a name, or that it has been constituted or
is usually known under a particular name;

(¢) where it is alleged that a society 1s an upl‘de‘ﬂ
society, the burden of proving that it is a registered society, l‘?r
an exempted society, or that it is mnot a local society, shall he
on the person charged.

14. (1) Where any books, accounts, writings, hStporting‘ to

bers, seals, bauners or insignia of or relating to or pwP™ ' <
relate to any society are found in the possession of any}person
it shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved, that suc l,e}s)umed
is a member of such society, and such society shall be pIe=v.
until the contrary is proved, to be in existence at [
books, accounts, writings, lists of members, seals,
insignia are so found. .o of mew
(2) Where any books, accounts, writings l}stbOinety wt
bers, scals, banners or insignia of or relating to a?ly‘ s yresunt
found in the possession of any person, it shall be [ul’lrh‘t:liql\ in
until the contrary is proved, that such person AR
wanagement of such society. o parol

the

15. (1) Kvery society, whether it is exempt®
or not, which uses a Triad ritual shall be deemed t0 ,
soclety. £ o e
21 0 Lol 1 0

¢ . . 1l)(
(2) Any person who is or acts as a mon

o . acts B8, n
Society or attends u meeting thercof or 1s found l)ull s, Wil
- havin o d l acle NS 1L
01 having the custody or control of any bo()kﬂ,,‘“(( elating et
lists of members, seals, banners or insignia ol 3

or 1 ,h h
m. e . . ) > l th(”. sue
I'riad Society or branch of a Triad Society, wht
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;s established in the Colony or not, shall be liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars !
prisonmont for a term notl exceeding two years. ‘

of pranch

amar,
:11111(11 {o 1M
6. (D The (Governor in Council may, in hig discretion, order goverrillor in
of any exempted society or registered society be (]IHS,()]_VO(] where m(:;“cordcr
that, atisfied that any such sociely is being used for purposes giolution
B '181514.]1 to or incompatible with peace, welfare or good order of any
yrejut 1(.1 ll . registered or |
m the Colony exempted
(2) Notification of gvery_such 01’de]_.° shall be published in society.
e Gazeltte, and shall be afhx.ed In a conspicuous manner on any
1o occupied by such society and at the nearest police station

police district in which such building exists.

{1
puildin
of the

(3) Every society against which an order of dissolution
;s made shall thenceforward be deemed to be an unlawful society
and the registration thereof, if it is a registered society, shall be

cancelled.

17. The Registrar or an Assistant Registrar may at any time Power of
enter into any place which he has reason to believe is kept or Rteg‘“trar .
wsed by any registered society or any of its members as a place ;IZ;:,C ?(eg: <
of meeting or place of business. as place of

meeting.

18. The Registrar or an Assistant Registrar who has Power of
reason to believe that any registered society or any exempted entry by
society is being wused for purposes prejudicial to public Registrar,
peace or welfare or to good order in the Colony, may enter with :;:c’ialln cases.
or without assistance and wusing force for that purpose, if
lecessary, into any place which he has reason to believe is used
as the place of meeting or place of business of such society, and
lay search such place and any person found therein or escaping
therefrom for evidence that such soclety is being used for such
Purpose as aforesaid.

may1%7it<]1l) 'Any police officer of or above the rank of inspector Powers of
into’an dOIHWlthout assistance, usmg.force, 1_f necessary, enter ::utrrcyh:lnd
whicl }?Lfe lrve mg-house or other building, or into any place in
society o a.; reason to believe that a meeting of any unlawful
5 bein;_; D 13 persons who are members of an unlawful soclety,
bers, banne » or that any books, accounts, writings, lists of mem-
any uﬂlawf(?rf’ seals, insignia, arms or other articles belonging to
- tubsomety are concealed, kept or deposited, and to arvest
Search, Su(-(}) he arrested all persons found in such house and to
Seized )] )(; kouse, building or place, and seize or cause to be
Wsigy i, .0 8, accounts, writings, 1):L'l}rlel-s, lists of members, seals, e
;% arms and other articles which he has reasonable cause

= Delie , . .
Conpg .t"e to belong to any unlawful society or to be in any way
cted therewith.

he detair(z) All persons so arrested and all articles so seized may
dealt W,tl-ed In custody and brought before a Magistrate to be
1th according to law.
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Powers of 20. (1) The Registrar or an Assistant Registy
Registrar 10 hefore him any person who he has reason to l?o]i;x\?'r Mmay Sum,
e cive any information as to the existence op OD/O: to hq ablmo"
anlawful society, or suspected unlawful society. ationg eaﬂ
VY, o Or as i 'ny

Consent o
prosecuuon.

Forfeiture.

Service of
sumiInons.

Ordinance
No. 41 of
1932

operations of any registered society or exen . 1
I . 1pted society 0 the

d at the 1,

(2) The person so summoned shall atten
place in the summons specified, and produce all o
custody, possession or power relating to such Socipfmlments in hig
society, and answer truthfully all questions whicl/llyt}?r SUspecte
or an Assistant Registrar puts to him. ‘ © Re%‘istrar

ur an(

(3) The Registrar and every Assistant Regi
administer oaths to and examine on oath any per
before him under this section.

strar may
son S“mmO.ne}]

(4) If any person summoned by the Regis
Assistant Registrar under this section shaﬁ without gl?vtﬁli eor .
fail to comply with any obligation imposed upon him by sub-sexc(’:clil;e
(2) or shall give information which the Registrar or Assjstanli
Registrar believes to be false, the Registrar or Assistant Registrar
mav. if he considers it advisable to provide for the future identifica-
tion of such person, order that a photograph and impressions of
fingerprints of such person be taken at such time and in such
place and manner as the Registrar or Assistant Registrar may
think fit.

(5) Any person who refuses to comply with such order
or who obstructs compliance with such order may be arrested and
detained in custody and shall be liable on summary conviction to
a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars.

(6) No statement made by a person Summone.d'befog’
the Registrar or an Assistant Registrar under t}_le pl‘O‘V{SlOﬁsiouy
this section shall subject him to any arrest or Cl’ln’llna.l Pl'obecclept a
or be proved against him in any criminal proceeding, eﬁdn,
prosecution for failing to answer truthfully under this sec

21. Except in the case of persons charged under the }2)1 “ection
of section 15 and of persons arrested under the provi 1onse charg®
19 and sub-section (5) of section 20, no person Shd thereund®
with an offence under this Ordinance or any rule ma eG al hos
unless the prior consent in writing of the Attorney
been obtained.

. .1 O
ers 1]',131&1”J ol'(lt‘l'
’ yoll all
hall ul coto

< pynr OF .
l{,t‘ng“lu see I
poas

22. Any books, accounts, writings, bann
property belonging to any unlawful sociely s
a Maglbirate be forfeited and given to the ooy !
Asgistant Registrar for disposal in such mannt '

-
ey - qament B0 de

23. Kvery summons, notice or other docum i tv(l‘
¥ e Y

this Ordinance, or under any rule made hereunder, Join B e

ave hoo BRE X oLorve N
to have been validly und effectually served, 't.'?)m for he
prescribed by the Magistrates Ordinance, 19372,
surmmounses under that Ordinance.
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any prosecution under this Ordinance the Magistrate Evidence.
Crefer, for the purpose of (:vi(](\,mr(‘,_ to “T'he Triad Society or

ma) en and Earth ,Assm‘n\.tlnn " by William Stanton and to any

Heav sublished ook or articles on the subject of unlawful societies

{’1]':;11[,1,:1] or of particular u]\]:l\\'fn] socicties which the Magistrate

::qr\j consider 1o be of authority on the subject to which they relate.

24, In

25. (1) Any local ‘“‘”(‘i('i‘.\' m existence at the date of the com- Transitional
qeement of this Ordinance shall make application for registration Provision.

me . . . . .
ordance with section 5 within thirty days of such date.

m ace

2) Notwithstanding section 9 no such society (not being
2 Triad Society) shall be deemed to be an unlawful society until
cuch period of thirty days has elapsed and such society has failed
fo obtain an order for registration or exemption from registration.

26. (1) The Governor in Counecil may from time to time make Rules.
rules for the purposes following or any of them :—

(a) to prescribe the manner of exemption and
registration of societies under this Ordinance;

(6) to regulate or restrict changes of the name or
objects of exempted or registered societies;

' (¢) to regulate or restrict changes of the place of
business or place of meetings of registered societies or of exempted
socleties ;

‘ (d) to prescribe the forms which may be used for
tarrymg out the provisions of this Ordinance;

_ (e) to prescribe information to be furnished to the
Registrar ;
of ki _(f) generally for carrying into effect the provisions
;(11 8 01"(hn.ancve.in relation to any matters, whether similar or
o to those in this sub-section mentioned, as to which it may be
“pedient to make rules.

. ' 4 .
dinay (2) A contravention of any rule made under this Or-
cauce shall he an offence and a person guilty thereot shall be

l‘clb]'a X . . :
olly. O summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one thousand
5 and to Imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months

1[[11{4"
a4 lesser penalty is prescribed by rule.

- a . .

m fopee (3) The rules in the Schedule to this Ordinance shall be

Mileg “Xcept so far as they may be rescinded or amended by
tade under thig section,

21, . . . . )
the ST Jﬁlls Ordinance shall continue in force until and including pygaion.
the | ccember, 1950: Provided that it shall be lawful for >

A(f()‘js . . i h .
: e J.‘m"'e Council from time to time by resolution to extend

3 rat I ) . ) .
Veuy af . 'on of this Ordinance for such term, not exceeding one

d 2 . I o 1 . .
e, as may he specified in such resolution.
28, -
L] _l‘ N \ . . . 3
he Societies Ordinance 1920, is hereby repealed. Repeal.
’ Ordinance
No. 8§ of

1920,
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Citation.

Applicaton
forms.

Decision of
Registrar upon
application.

Changes of
declared
objects of
society.

Change of
name of
soclety.

SCHEDULE

THE SOCIETIES ORDINANCE, 1949
(Section 26)

Runus

1.  These rules may be cited as the Societies (Registration)
Rules, 1949.

2. Tvery application for the registration of any local society
shall be made in Form I of the Schedule to these rules, which
form shall be supplied by the Registrar of Societies.  Such
application shall be signed by the three principal office-bearers
of such society.

3. The decision of the Registrar upon every application made

in manner specified in rule 2 shall be communicated in Form II
of the Schedule to these rules.

4. No alteration in the declared objects of any registered
society shall be operative without the prior permission in writing
of the Registrar obtained upon application to him made in writing
and signed by the principal office-bearer.

5. No registered or exempted society shall change its name
without the prior permission in writing of the Registrar Obtal.ned
on application to him made in writing and signed by the princip2
office-bearer, 7

SCHEDULE
Form I
THE SOCIETIES (REGISTRATION) RULES, 194
(Rule 2)

Coe ' ' . . -
. Application is hereby made for the registration of o
of which the name and other description are as follows:—

Name

¢ it‘t’.\'

Description of persons e
to whom membershipy, T
is restricted.
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f membership

rmber O
1\11111 : 1)\7 ]'1]10 Of

pcl'm]“e
Dldely. il
Tl'”cs of oﬁ:l(‘("l“"“r(\l's' .....................................................
Names, addresses and o
““‘ulmtimm of office-
hearers at date of appli- o
c;]t].OU- .....................................................
Signed
Oﬂicg_bgargm ..................
Form II
THE SOCIETIES (REGISTRATION) RULES, 1949
(Rule 3)

In accordance with the provisions of section 5 of the Societies

Ovdinam..
“lance, 1949 1 hereby order that the society named ............

...........
.....
.............................................................

bhall ])e * Sl"eg‘l.stel"ed . .
 exempted from registration | under the said Ordin-

..........................................

1] : Registrar of Societies.
2le e rha . . 1.7
whichevyer mapplicable,

[)j' :\ljjugs(f(l

Legislative Council of Hong Kong, this 26th day

. the
nl')v) ]949f(,

Avasrair Tobon,
Deputy Clevk of Councils.
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