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HONG KONG 

No. 28 oF 1949. 

I assent. 

L. S. 
A. G. GRANTHAM, 

Governor. 
26th May, 1949. 

An Ordinance to provide for the registration of Societies and for 
matters related thereto. 

[27th May, 1949.] 

BE it enacted by the Governor of Hong Kong, with the advice 
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof: 

1. 
1949. 

This Ordinance may be cited as the Societies Ordinance 
Short title. 

2. In this Ordinan ce Interpreta-
tion. 

"society'' includes any club, company, partt ship, hiect or 

assoclation of ten or more persons, whatever its mature O 

but does not include-

Ordinance (a)any 
Companies 

company registered 
Ordinance, 1932, or any Ordinance in amendment or 

the 
r'eplacenment 

No. 39 of 
under 

1932. thereof ; 

(6) any com pany or Ssoclation 
constituted 

nder 
Royal 

Charter, or Royal Letters Patent, or any Imperlal 
Ordinance; 

Act, 
or any 

(e) any Iodge of Freemasons regularly co 
any of the registered governing bodlies of l'reem 
Kimgdom of Great Britain and Northern lrelandj 

:0ustituted under 

SOls 
in the 

Uuiteu 

ade Uuios 

and Trade rrade unlon registered under the Tr 
and Trade Disputes Ordinance, 1948 stiug 

ol 

Ordinance 
No. 8 of (e)a1y company, association Or 

O1 not more than twenty persons, formed for 

carryg on any lawful busmesS; 
1948. 

purpose 
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exempted society" means any society for the time being 
oxempted from registration by an order of exemption made under 
this Ordinance; 

"registered society"means any society for the time being 
registered under this Ordinance; 

"prescrilbed" means prescribed by rule made under this 

Ordinance; 
local sOCiety means any society organ ised and establish-

ed in the Colony or having its headquarters or chief place of 
business in the Colony, and ineludes any society deemed to be 
established in the Colony by virtue of section 4 of this Ordinance; 

"oftice-bearer of a society means any person who is the 
president, or vice-president, or secretary or treasurer of such 
society, or who is a member of the committee or governing body 
thereof, or who holds in such society any office or position 
analogous to any of those mentioned above; 

Registrar" means the officer appointed as Registrar of 
Societies for the Colony; 

"Assistant Registrar means an oticer appointed as an 
Assistant Registrar of Societies for the Colony. 

3. The Governor may appoint by name or office an oticer Appointrnent 
to be Registrar of Societies for the Colony, and officers to be of Registrar 
styled Assistant Registrars of Societies. of Societies. 

4. A society shall be deemed to be established in the Colony, Socicties 

although it is organised and has its headquarters or chief place deemed t 

of business outside the Colony, if any of its office-bearers or mem-ee 
bers resides in the Colony or is present therein, or if any person the Colony. 
in the Colony manages or assists in the management of such 
society or solicits or collects money or subscription in its behalf: 

Provided that no society shall be deemed to be so established, 
if and so long as 

(a)it 1s organised and is operating wholly outside the 

Colony; and 
(6) no office, place of business or place of meeting is 

aintained or used in the Colony by such society or by any person 
in its behalf; and 

Cno register of members of such society is kept in the 
Colony; and 

(d) no subscriptions are collected or solicited in the Colony 
ne society or by any person in its behalf. 

be registe or be exempt from registration under this Cr-

(1) Every local society shall in manner prescribed make Registration 
Pplication to the Reristrar for registration under this Ordinance, of societies. 

(2) The Registrar mnay order that any loeal society shall 

dinance. 
3) Where the Registrar is satisfied that a loeal soeiety 

DTanch of or is affiliated or connected with any organisation 
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or group of a political nature established outside t 

shall refuse to register it and where il appears to hi , 
any local soeiety is ikely to be used Tor unlawful purposes 

purpose prejudie1al to or ineompalible 
order in the Colony, he shall refuse to register it. 

for any with peace, welfare or good 

or 

4) Where the Registrar agrees to register a local soiat 

to under 1his Ordinanee, he shal forthwith enter or cause 

entered in a register kept tor the purpOse the particulars 
be 

given in the application form and the date of his order directine gis-

fration. The register may be searched andd examined hy a 
person during the usual otfice hours on application made to th 

Registrar or to an Assistant Registrar. 

(5) The Registrar may, in his diseretion, reseind at any 
time any exemption granted by him under sub-section (2) of this 
section if he is satistied that it is expedient so to do on the ground 
that the society concerned is afhliated or connected with any 
organisation or group of a political nature established outside the 

Colony or on the ground that such society is likely to be userl 

for unlawful purposes or for any purpose prejudicial to or incom-

patible with peace, welfare or good order in the Colony. 

Any such rescission shall be notified in the manner provided 
by sub-section (2) of section 16 of this Ordinance: Provided that, 
notwithstanding section 9 of this Ordinance, the society concerned 

shall not be deemed to be an unlawful society until thirty days 
have elapsed from the date of the notification and such soclety 
has failed to obtain registration under this Ordinance within tuau 

period. 

(6)The Registrar may, in his discretion, cancel at a 
tme, the registration of any society effected under sub-section 
of this section if he is satisfied that it is expedient so to 
auy of the grounds mentioned in the preceding sub-sectio 

Provided that, prior to cancelling any registratio 
Regis 

trar shall notify his intention to one or 
of the society concerned and shall give him or them an o at be 

more of the office-b 
-bearers 

tunity 

to submit reasons (if any) why the registration shou 
not 

cancelled. 

The cancellation of a registration shall be notified 

1aner provided by sub-sertion (2) of seetion 16 of this Ordina 

ad shall take effect on the day of such notificatio. 

the 

who 

Any oftice-bearer or member of a local 
s agreved by the Negistrar's refusal to register suc 
bys decision to rescind the exemption from regls 
to such 80C1ety or to cancel ihe rewistration thereol; 
agalust buch ref usal or decision to the (Governor I 
decision shall be final. 

registratiwn Tantd 

thereof, may 

cxistence o registered or exempted society has ceased to exis a society. 

Cessaion af 6. ) 1f ihe Registrar has reason to y to furnish 

ate 

1n,y publ 

in the Guzette a notufication callng upon him with proof of ts ex istenee wiihin three non of such notification. 

sueh soci. 
o the hale 
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(2) 1f at the expiration of such three months the 

Registrar 1s satisied that the society has reased to exist, 
tification to that effeet shall be published in the Gfazctte, and the 

aciety shall be deemed to have ceased to exist from the date of 

a 

sueh pubheation. 

7. (1) The Registrar may, at any time, by notice under Information 
1,is haud, order any exempted soriely or r'egistered society to furnished by furnish him in Writing with-

societics. 

(a)a true and complete copy of the constitution and 
rules of any such soCiety n force at the date of such order; 

()a true and complete list of offire-bearers and 
members of any such society residing in the Colony or present 
therein at the date of such order; 

(c)a true and complete return of the number of 
meetings held by any such society in the Colony within the period 
of six months immediately preceding such order, stating the place 
or places at which such meetings were held; 

(d) such other information as may be preseribed. 

P)An order given under the preceding sub-section shall 
speciiy the time within which (being not less than seven days) 
the information shall be supplied: Provided that the Registrar 

may, on application made to him and on good cause being shown, 
grant an extension of time at his discretion. 

8. (1) The obligations imposed upon exempted societies and Persons 
registered societies by section 7 of this Ordinance shall be binding responsible 
upon every office-bearer and 
ss1stng in the mnanagement of any such society in the Colony: 
Tovided always that any such office-bearer or other person as 
aToresaid shall not be so bound unless he has been served with the 
order given by the Registrar. 

upon every person managing or or supPlying 
Lnformation. 

2If any exemjpted society or registered society fails to 
y witlh the whole or part of any order given under section î 

sOrdinance, each of the persons meutioned in the preceding 
-section who has been served as aforement ioned shall be liable 
Unary con viction to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars 

e establishes to the satisfaction of the court that he has 
flsed due diligence and has failed to comply with the order 
10 reasons beyond his control. 

1 uny information supplied to the Registrar m com-
i Withh an order given under seetion I8 false, ineorreet, 
plete in any malerial partirular, the person who lhas 

t surh information shall be liable on suary ruveton 
lacti O1 five hundred dollars unless he establishes lo the satis-

1on 
orination he court that he had good reasou lo believe that the 

Was true, corrert and complete. 

9. very 
exemp local soeiety, ot being a ered soriety or al Unlawful 

sOCTcties. 8OCiety, shall be deemed to be an unlawful s0Clety. 
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Penalties 10. Any ofice-bearer and any person managino 
bn office 

bearer 
etc. bf 

or assisting in the management ot any unlawful socie shall be 
summary convietion to a fine not exceeding th ree thouable 

an unlawful 

society. 

thousand doll and to imprisonnment for a term not exceeding three van ears. llars 

Penalties on 11. Any person who 1s or acts as a member of an 

society or attends a meeting of an unlawful society shall wfl 

on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one thousanable 
and to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one vear 

member ot 

unlawful 

society. 

12. Any person who knowingly allows a meeting o 
unlawful society, or of members of an unlawful societv. to e held 

Persons 

allowing 
unlawful in any house, building or place beloging to or occupied by him 

or over which he has control, shall be liable on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollas and to imprisonment 
for a term not exceedimg one year. 

society on 

premises 

Presumptions. 13. In any proceedings under this Ordinance 

(a) where it is proved that a club, company, partnership, 
or association is in existence, it shall be presumed that such chub, 
company, partnership or association is a society within the meaning 
of this Ordinance unless the contrary is proved; 

(b) it shall not be necessary for the prosecution to prove 
that a society possesses a name, or that it has been constituted or 

is usually known under a particular name; 

(c)where it is alleged that a society is an unlawiu 
SOCiety, the burden of proving that it is a registered society, 0r 
an exempted society, or that it is not a local society, Shall le 

on the person charged. 

Presumption 
of member-

14 1). Where any books, accounts, writings, lists ot ue 
Ders, seals, banners or insignia of or relating to or purpor 

relate to any society are found in the possession or auy su 
it shall be presumed, until the contrary is 

m-

to 

ship etc., 
of sociery. 

1s a member of such society, and such oCiety shall be presul 
med proved, that such per 

such 

ntl the contrary is proved, to be in existence at the v 

Dooks, accouuts, writings, lists of members, seals, Da 
1ns1gulä are so found. 

(2)Where any books, accounts, writings, 18US 
mem 

bers, Beals, banners or insignia of 
fouud in the pOSsession of 
uutil the contrary is proved, that such perso 
imanagement of such sOciety. 

any person, it shall be further pis 
esumed, 

ssists 1n the 
or relating to any sOC 

Society using 

sterod 

(1) Every society, whether it is exe 

to be derrd O ot, which uses a Triad ritual shall be deemed to De 

ulu wful 

an unlawful soclety. 

society. 
Offencecs. 

Triad 

member of a, 
possessi 

)Any person who is or acts as a me 

Society or attends a meeting thereof or is found n 

or baving the custody or control of any books, a 
sts of members, seals, bunners or insignia oT,0 
Triad Society or branch of a Triad Society, whe 

tinys, 

ts, writn 

uny 

eluling to 
uiely 
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bran is esta 

ionvietion to a fine not exeeeding two thousand dollars 
stablished in the Colony or not, shall be liable on 

or 

and to 
1mprisoninent for a term i1ot excecding two years. 

(1)The tovernor in Couneil may, in his diseretion, order Governor in 
10 
mV exempted sOciety or registered society be dissolved where Council 

thaatistied that any such soeiety is being used for purposes dissolution 
order 

1on 

idicial to oT 1ncompauoie with peace, welfare or good order of any 
registered or 

exempted n the Colony. 

(2) Notification of every such order shall be published in society 
ha Ga:cte, and shall be affixed in a conspicuous manner on any 
huilding occupied by sch society and at the nearest police station 

of the police district in which such building exists. 

(3) Every society against which an order of dissolution 
is made shall thenceforward be deemed to be an unlawful society 
apd the registration thereof, if it is a registered society, shall be 
cancelled. 

17. The Registrar or an Assistant Registrar may at any time Power of 

enter into any place which he has reason to believe is kept or gstrar 
used by any registered society or any of its members as a place place kept 

enter 

of meeting or place of business. as place of 

meeting. 

18. The Registrar 
reason to believe that any registered society or any exempted entry by 

society 
peace or welfare or to good order in the Colony, may enter with special cases. 
or without assistance and using force for that purpose, if 
ecessary, into any place which he has reason to believe is used 
ds the place of meeting or place of business of such society, and 

y seareh such place and any person found therein or escaping 
erefrom for evidence that such society is being used for such 

or an Assistant Registrar who has Power of 

is being used for purposes prejudicial to public Kegistrar, 
in 

purpose as aforesaid. 

Any police officer of or above the rank of inspector Powers of 
may itwth or without assistance, using force, if necessary, enter entry and 

wh dwelling-house or other building, or into any place in 
Che has reason to believe that a meeting of any unlawtul 
or of persons who. are members of an unlawful society, 
bers held, or that any books, accounts, writings, lists of mem-
an ners, seals, insignia, arms or other articles belonging to 

o iul society are concealed, kept or deposited, and to arrest 
earc to be arrested all persons found in such house and to 
Seized h house, building or place, and seize or eause to be 
insieu bo0oks, accounts, writings, banners, lists of members, seals, 

, arms and other articles which he has reusonable cause to believe 

COnnected therewith. 
to belong to any unlawful society or t0 be in any way 

dealt wi4ed in eustody and brought before a Magistrate to be 
with according to law. 

e detained in custou 
All persons so arrested and all articles so seized may 
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20. (1) The Registrar or an Assistant Registrar 
before him any person who he has reason to 

give any information as to the existence or oneno 

unlawful society, or suspected unlawful societv 
operations of any registered society or exempted socic 

Powers of 

Registrar to may summ 
to be abl 

perations of 
summon 

Witnesses. 

any or as to the 
(2) The person so sunmmoned shall attend at tho 

ciety. 
place in the summons specified, and produce all docu OUr and 
custody, possession or power relating to such society In hi_ 

society, and answer truthfully all questions which the ected 
or an Ass1stant Registrar puts to him. 

(3) The Registrar and every Assistant Registrar 
administer oaths to and examine on oath any person summ moned may 
before him under this section. 

(4) If any person summoned by the Registrar or an 
Assistant Registrar under this section shall without lawful excus 
fail to comply with any obligation mposed upon him by sub-section 
(2) or shall give information which the Registrar or Assistant 
Registrar believes to be false, the Registrar or Assistant Registrar 
mar, if he cousiders it advisable to provide for the future identifica-
tion of such persou, order that a photograph and impressions of 

fingerprints of such person be taken at such time and in such 
place and manner as the Registrar or Assistant Registrar may 
think fit. 

(5) Any person who refuses to comply with such order 

or who obstructs compliance with such order may be arrested ana 
detained in custody and shall be liable on summary convictlon lu 

a fine uot exceeding two hundred dollars. 

) No statement made by a person summoned beror 
of 

The Registrar or an Assistant Registrar under the prov e 

This section shall subject him to any arrest or criminal prose 
ept 

s 

tion, 

or be proved against him in any criminal proceediing, on 
prosecution for failing to answer truthfully under this secu 

21. Except in the case of persons charged under the prov 
isions 

sectiou 

Consent to 

19 and sub-section (5) of section 20, no persol 
shall be 

therens 
charged 

of 

prosecuuon. OSecon lo and of persons arrested under the provisi 

With an offence under this Ordinance or any 
rule mad 

Lnless the prior consent in writing of the Attorny 

rney General has 

been obtained. 

22. Any books, accounts, writings, banners, 

insignia or otner 

a Magistrate be forfeited and iVen to the 
trar 

or 

Forfeiture. 
property belonging to any unlawful 

pon order 

to s0ciety shall it. 
See 

As81stant Registrar for disposal in such malne 
as he nay 

e M 

fecis, 

ade 

0cumeut 

issued 

under 

served, if serve 
ths Ordinance, or under any rule made hereun d 

shall 

in the.ice 

be 23. Every summons, notice or other docu Scrvice of 

deemed 

SLummons. 

the munner 

to have been validly und effectually 
prescrbed by the Magistrates Ordinance, T9)s 
sumnoD ses under that Ordinance. 

Ordinance 

for the ser 

No. 4I ot 

1932 
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24. In any prosecution under this Ordinance the Magistrate Evidence. 
may reter, Tefer, for the purpose ot evidence, to ""The Triad Society or 
Heaven and 
other pulblish 

Farth Association by Willia Stanton and to any ed book or articles on the subjeet of unlawful societies 
1n general or of partienla unla w ful socioties wvhich the Magistrate 
consider to be of anthority on the subject to whieh they relate. 

25. (1) Any local society in existece at the date of the com- Transitional 
uonCement of this Ordinanee shall make application for registration Provision. 
in 3ccordance with section 5 within thirty days of such date. 

(2) Notwithstanding section 9 no such society (not being 
Triad Society) shall be deemed to be an unlawful society until 
such period of thirty days has elapsed and such society has failed 
to obtain an order for registration or exemption from registration. 

26. (1) The Governor in Council may from time to time make Rules. 
rules for the purposes following or any of them :-

and (a) to prescribe 
registrat11on of societies under this Ordinance; 

the manner of exemption 

(6) to regulate or restrict changes of the namne or 
objects of exempted or registered societies; 

(c) to regulate or restrict changes of the place of 
business or place of meetings of registered societies or of exempted 
soCieties ; 

(d) to prescribe the forms which may be used for 
Carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance; 

(e) to prescribe information to be furnished to the 
Hegistrar; 

generally for carrying into effect the provis1ons 
This Ordinance in relation to any matters, whether similar or 
tOthose in this sub-section mentioned, as to which it may be 
expedient to make rules. 

)Acontravention of any rule made under this Or-
liable all be an offence and a person guilty thereof shall be 
dal. Summary conviction to a fine not eXceeding one thousand 
unless to imprison ment for a term not exceeding six months 
8a lesser penalty is prescribed by rule. 

the 
lative ouncil from tine to time by resolution to extend 

D force exe The rules in the Sehedule to this Ordinance shall be 
rules moa pt so0 far as they may be rescinded or amended by ules made under this section. 

31 s Ordinance shall continue in force unt1l and neluding Duration. 
December, 

the 31st 
1950 Provided that it shall be lawful for 

the duration 
n of this 

at a time, Sear Ordinance for such term, not exceedng one 
,as may be specified in such resolution. 

28. The Societ 
Repeal. 
Ordinance 
No. 8 of 

Ieties Ordinance, 1920, is hereby repealed. 

1920 
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SCHEDULE 

THE SOCIETIES 0RDINANCE, 1949 

(Section 26) 

RULES 

Citation. 1. These rules may be cited as the Societies (Registration) 
Rules, 1949. 

Application 
forms. 

Every application for the registration of any local society 2. 
shall be made in Form l of the Schedule to these rules, which 
form shall be supplied by the Registrar of Societies. 
application shall be signed by the three principal office-bearers 
of such society. 

Such 

3. The decision of the Registrar upon every application made Decision ot 

Registrar upon in manner specified inm rule 2 shall be communicated in Form II 
application. of the Schedule to these rules. 

Changes of 
declared 

4. No alteration in the declared objects of any registered 

objects of 

society. 

society shall be operative without the prior permission in writing 
of the Registrar obtained upon application to him made in writing 
and signed by the principal office-bearer. 

Change of 5. No registered or exempted society shall change its name 
Without the prior permission in writing of the Registrar obtaln 
01 application to him made in writing and signed by the prineipa 

office-bearer. 

name of 

society 

SCHEDULE 

Form I 

THE SOCTETTES (REGISTRATION) RULES, TJ* 
(Rule 2) 

APplication is hereby nade for the registration of a s 

of which the name and other description are as follows 
Name 

Address '''** ' 

Objects 
' 

**" 

Description oi persOns 
membership to whom 

1s restricted. 

***'' 
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Number of membership 

nermitted by Iule of 

soCiety. 

Titles of oftice-bearers. 

and Names, addresses 

office-occupations of 

bearers at date of appli-

cation. . 

Signed 

Office-bearers. 

Form II 

THE SOCIETIES (REGISTRATION) RULES, 1949 

(Rule 3) 
n accordance with the provisions of section 5 of the Societies 

rnance, 1949, I hereby order that the society named 

Slall be registered 
exempted from registration under the said Ordin-

auce. 

This. .day of 19 

*Delete whichever iuapplicable. Kegistrar of Societies. 

ay, 194e Legislative Council of Hong Kong, this 25th day May, 1949. 

ALASTAlR TovD, 
Deputy Clerk of Councils. 
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