Google News Initiative

LESSON 01

Google Earth: Tell your
story across the world

How to use Google Earth to create compelling stories



Lesson overview

Tell stories across the world By

Use Google Earth’s 3D library as the canvas on which to tell your
stories. Intergate place marks, lines, highlight areas of interest, and
even import videos and images to create a full story experience
within Earth.

The Wdrld's most:

detalled g\obe

Dlvemto the’world s Beepest canyons

1 Get started with Google Earth
2 Create a project

3 Add placemark

4 Add a line and an area

5 Add Street View imagery

6 Share your project

7 Create a project from KML

For more Storytelling with Google Earth lessons, visit:

http://newsinitiative.withgoogle.com/training/course/storytelling-with-
google-earth
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Get started with Google Earth

Google Earth is now fully available in your Chrome browser. In addition to allowing
you to explore the whole world you can now create and share projects.

These projects are limited only by the users imagination, you can integrate all
elements of media in order to tell compelling narratives across the globe.

To get started with Google Earth, go to
earth.google.com/web.

@ GoogleEarth <

To access the main menu, click the menu icon on the top left.

kellyross076@gmail.com

You can sign in with any Gmail account.

Search
Voyager

Projects

© © B P

Map Style

Photos

&

Settings
[©)  Feedback

@ Hep
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http://earth.google.com/web

Create a project

Projects are the key storytelling tool in Earth. In a project, you can create a story on any
subject by drawing placemarks, lines and shapes, adding rich contextual information to
your places (text, links, images, videos, 3D views and Street View), and organizing your
project into a narrative flow.

In presentation mode, viewers will fly from one place to the next following the narrative of
your project, immersing them in the journey through Google Earth’s imagery and the
custom content you provide.

O\ Search
To begin a new project, click Projects. &  Voyager
@ Projects
9 Map Style
» Photos
Settings
[F]  Feedback

Select Create. Or, if you want to access your previous
projects, click Open.

A

Make a new project

Create beautiful presentations by marking places
n globe.
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To give your project a title and description, click on the pencil
icon on the top right of the menu and fill in your details.

peak remains an alluring
ures from across the world

pfter is was first scaled.
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Add placemark

One of the main functions of Projects is the ability to add markers, lines areas
and even incorporate images and video into your narrative.

A\ Auto-saved seconds ago
To add a placemark, click New feature. Mount Everest
The world's highest peak remains an alluring

challenge for adventures from across the wo
more than 60 years after is was first scaled.

'0 Kelly Ross

New feature ~

Mount Everest V4

If you have already navigated to the place you want to mark, The world's highest peak remains an alluring

click Add placemark and Earth will drop a pin in that location. clhiallengeionadveiuies omiasrossiieons
more than 60 years after is was first scaled.

0 Kelly Ross

(¢) Add placemark

“* Draw line or shape

(m] Fullscreen slide
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You can also search for a place using the search icon. For
example, we searched for Everest Base Camp Trail. When you
have found the right place, click Add to project.

To change the appearance and features of your placemark,
click Edit place.

This menu lets you customize the color, size and altitude of the
placemark.

Google News Initiative

Search Q <

Everest Base Camp, Khumjung, Nepal

Everest Base Camp Trekking Route, Khumjung...

Press Enter to search.

Save to project

Title
{ Everest Base Camp Traill

Project
"Mount Everest -

Edit place

Everest Base Camp Trail

X X
| & Capture this view
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[2] Preview presentation

Many of Earth’'s commonly searched locations appear with a
‘knowledge card’ pre-populated with facts and photographs
from Google. You can remove Google’s entries and add your
own by clicking Replace.

A view of Everest from base camp looking
towards the summit

Large info box

You can set the point of view that your reader will experience by
dragging the camera position and clicking Capture this view.

To preview your creation at any time, click Preview
presentation.
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Add line and an area

In addition to adding placemarks, you can also draw a line or define an area on your map.

To draw a line, click the line icon at the bottom of your screen.

CNEo anusat v opernicu
Camera: 8,570 m 27°58'34'N 86°49'

Click on the points you want to connect, then press Enter to
save the line to your project. ey

first scaled

Go gle News Initiative newsinitiative.withgoogle.com 9



ninutes ago

To customize the color and width of your line and the

information displayed, click Edit place > Edit line and make

your selections. You can also set the reader’s perspective by ‘
using Capture this view.

-/ B I | - ¥

The Hilary and Norgay route up Everest from
1953

Large info box

ed 1 minu

To add an area, go back to the Project menu. Click New Vount Everect
u Vi
feature button and select the line element again. e : ;
he world's highest peak remains an alluring

challenge for adventures from across the world
more than 60 years after is was first scaled.

& Vincent Ryan

LljFresent

(©)  Everest Base Camp

. The Hilary Norgay path

Using the altitude symbol in the lower right hand corner of
the screen, we are going to highlight the area above
8,000m.
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To draw a line around the mountain, click multiple points at
8,000m.

»

The area above 8000m is known as the death
zone on Evers

Once you have linked the line back to the first point, it will
automatically form a polygon which you can save. To access the
advanced menu where you can change the color and saturation
of the shape, click Edit place.

Large info box

& Capture this view
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Add Street View imagery

Earth also incorporates imagery that has been uploaded to Google Street View. You can
add this to your project to give people the firsthand experience of being in that part of
the globe

Click on the Street View icon in the bottom right of your screen
and it will show you all available imagery in that area.

At the summit of Mount Everest, there is a blue dot indicating
the presence of a photosphere.
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& Photo Sphere

Click on the blue dot and you will be taken inside that
photosphere. Click the Capture this view button.

Give the photosphere a title and save it to your project.

Save to project

Title
I

Project
( Mount Everest

Edit place

To see your project, click Present.
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Share your project

The real joy in storytelling is sharing it with others. Earth now allows you to share or
collaborate with others. Your whole team can work on one project and then share your
worlds with others.

The three buttons at the top allow you to share, delete or export
your project as a KML.

bk remains an alluring
os from across the world
er is was first scaled.

Click Share to open a new window where you can invite people
to collaborate, view or create a shareable link.

Share with others Get shareable link (G2

People

Enter names or email addresses.
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By clicking on the pencil icon, you can set the permissions to
allow another user to either view your story or edit it. The
editing function allows multiple people to collaborate on the

same project simultaneously.

Click on Get shareable link share what you have created.

Google News Initiative

Share with others Get shareable link @)

Link sharing on Learn more
Anyone at Google.com with the link can view ~ Copy link

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1hPpm4jfTv3AoxhM6q6pMQY 3d2CE3Jhhn&usp=

People
>
Enter names or email addresses... s ~

v/ Can edit

Can view

Share with others Get shareable link e

Link sharing on Learn more
Anyone at Google.com with the link can view v Copy link

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1hPpm4jfTv3AoxhM6q6pMQY3d2CE3Jhhn&usp=

People

. >
Enter names or email addresses... s -
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Create a project from a KML

If you've already created a map using another mapping tool such as Google My Maps,
Tour Builder or Earth Pro and saved it as a KML or KMZ file, you can import the KML or
KMZ to view and edit in Google Earth, with some limitations.

@ Google Earth <

Click Settings. Koty s

kellyross076@gmail.com

SIGN OUT

Q Search

&  Voyager

Q  Projects

< Map Style
» Photos

€83 settings

[ Feedback

@ Hep

Settings

Latitude/Longitude formatting
This format will be used to display degrees for Degrees, Minutes, Seco  ~

Latitude/Longitude

Click the slider to Turn on KML file import. Click Save.

General settings ~

Region
We have determined your region as GB

Turn on KML file import
When enabled you will have the option to import and create KML files. These will not 0
be stored in Google Drive. Learn More

Clear search histol
" Clear
Clears the search history on this device.
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KML files = A

On the main menu, select Projects.
Untitled Project

KML file « 13 days ago
Recent

Mount Everest

& Vincent Ryan - Sep 26,2019

Create project

When you click on New project, you will see the option to CRElREisEe e
import KML files from Drive or your computer. Create KML file

Import KML file from Drive

Import KML file from computer

Sep 26,2019
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Congratulations!

You completed “Google Earth Creation Tools: Tell
your story across the world.”

To continue building your digital journalism skills and work toward Google News
Initiative certification, go to our Training Center website and take another lesson:

Feedback

Google Earth Studio

An animation tool for Google Earth imagery

1 min estimated time

Introduction to Google Earth
Studio

A fully functional animation studio for Google

Earth imagery.

For more Storytelling with Google Earth lessons, visit:

https://newsinitiative.withgoogle.com/training/course/storytelling-with-
google-earth
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