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Trends in Opioid Overdoses 

- In 2018, 17 fatal opioid overdoses per month on avg. 
- In 2017, 23 fatal opioid overdoses per month on avg.



Types of Opioids Contributing to Death



Opioid Overdoses: Fatalities with Fentanyl



Fatal Opioid Overdoses by Age Fatal Opioid Overdoses by Gender

Fatal Opioid Overdoses by Race



Fatal Opioid Overdoses by Residence Fatal Opioid Overdoses by Ward

- 76% were DC residents 
(2018) 

- 80% were DC residents 
(2017)

- 76% were DC Residents 
(2016)

- 64% were from Wards 5,7 & 8 
(2018) 

- 68% were from Wards 5,7 & 8 
(2017)

- 59% were from Wards 5,7 & 8 
(2016)
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Customized Queries

•Opioid poisoning ICD9/10 discharge diagnosis code(s)

Acute Opioid Poisoning

•Acute opioid poisoning above, OR
•Non-poisoning opioid ICD 9/10 discharge diagnosis code(s) AND 

overdose/unresponsiveness/poisoning in chief complaint

Acute/Suspected Acute Opioid Poisoning

•Non-poisoning opioid ICD 9/10 discharge diagnosis code(s) AND
•No overdose/unresponsiveness/poisoning in chief complaint

Non-acute Opioid Problem

•Overdose/unresponsiveness/poisoning in chief complaint

Suspected Overdose-Related Complaint 



FEMS Data

• Includes X-Y coordinates, better location

• Naloxone administrations with documented improvement

• Based on Impression from First Responder
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FY 2018 HIGHLIGHTS

• Naloxone
• New Partnership with Department of Human Services
• 6 homeless shelters – trained staff and provided kits
• 3 overdoses successfully reversed

• Medication Assisted Treatment
• 603 people started on Suboxone
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Opioid Summit - January 30, 2019

WHAT OPIOIDS ARE ON THE 
STREETS?



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY

Tier 1 BT Lab and Tier 2 CT Lab

Immunology & Virology Unit

Microbiology Unit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Establishment of Controlled Substance Testing in the DistrictANAB ISO 17025 accreditation (2 audits)New Drug DiscoveriesFour (4) new synthetic cannabinoidsCDC AwardInnovative Collaborations with First Responder Communities



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

DFS / FCU METRICS
Analyzed 1043 exhibits for USAO/NSID/OCME/DOC

o Surveillance Samples = 146
o Criminal investigations = 909

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

Ex
hi

bi
t C

ou
nt

Drug Class

FCU Reports for FY 2018/2019

Customer Exhibits
Superior Court - FMCTS 459
Superior Court - MISD 371
District Court - VCNT 48
Superior Court - SO/DV 5
District (OAG) 23
Federal (FBI) 3

Grand Total 909

Customer Exhibits
District (MPD/NSID Buys) 27
District (OCME Syringes) 27
District (DOC / Seizures) 62
“First ten” Monthly Surveillance 30

Grand Total 146

CASES TRADITIONALLY DONE BY DEA FOR USAO/OAG

SURVEILLANCE / NON-COURTBOUND CASES



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

DFS OPIOID SURVEILLANCE 
PROGRAM

DFS & DC Health, received $1,070,310 CDC Grant (Cooperative 
Agreement for Emergency Response: Public Health Crisis Response 2018 Opioid 
Overdose Crisis Cooperative Agreement Supplemental- aka Opioid CoAg)

o Purpose: To determine the types, adulterants, and 
potencies of narcotics collected within DC in order to a 
determine the “narcotic landscape”. 

o Funding:
o Three (3) contract chemists
o Reagents/laboratory supplies
o Purchase and installation of high throughput analytical equipment
o Upgrade facility to handle new equipment

o Deliverables:
o Discoveries of new drugs in District:
o Monthly surveillance reporting



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

SURVEILLANCE
o Funding for Opioid Surveillance Lab (aka Opioid CoAg)
o Discoveries of new drugs in District:
o Monthly surveillance reporting
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DFS – OPIOIDS 2018
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SURVEILLANCE DISCOVERIES

JAN2017 FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

MethoxyAcetyl Fentanyl
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ANAB AUDIT
(FOR FCU)

ANAB AUDIT
(FULL, PURITY)

START USAO 
CASEWORK

SURVEILLANCE 
PROGRAM STARTS

Furnayl Fentanyl
U-47700

JAN



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

OPIOID DISCOVERIES
New Synthetic Opioids Discovered via Surveillance at DFS:

1. Benzyl Fentanyl (January, 2019)
2. Despropionyl ortho-fluorofentanyl (December, 2018)
3. U-51754 (November, 2018)
4. Para-fluorosobutyryl Fentanyl, PFIBF (July, 2018)*
5. Cyclopropyl Fentanyl (August, 2018)*
6. Methoxy Acetyl Fentanyl (November, 2017)*
7. U-47700 (May, 2017)*
8. Furanyl Fentanyl (May, 2017)*

Surveillance Samples (MPD)
Syringe Surveillance (OCME)

Benzyl Fentanyl
(New, 2019)
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WHAT IS NOT ON THE STREET


	Appendix:��Data and Trends in the opioid crisis�January 30, 2019
	Update on Fatal Opioid Overdoses in District
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Non-Fatal Overdose Surveillance using �DC ESSENCE and FEMS Data
	Customized Queries
	FEMS Data
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	FY 2018 HIGHLIGHTS
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	WHAT OPIOIDS ARE ON THE STREETS?
	PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY
	DFS / FCU METRICS
	DFS OPIOID SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM
	SURVEILLANCE
	DFS – OPIOIDS 2018
	Surveillance DISCOVERIES
	OPIOID DISCOVERIES
	WHAT IS NOT ON THE STREET

