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Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner

The DC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
(OCME) has investigated a total of 1543 

opioid-related fatal overdose from January 
2016 to April 30, 2021.



Demographic Figures
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2017:  23 2018:  18 2019:  23 2020: 34 2021: 31

Average Number of Monthly Fatal Overdoses 
Due to Opioid Use



The number of prescription 
opioids found in opioid 
related overdoses has 
varied over the years of 
data collection, however 
methadone and 
buprenorphine are 
currently the most 
prevalent prescription 
opioids identified.

Trends in 
Prescription 
Opioids in Fatal 
Overdoses



Overall, the most prevalent 
opioid drugs identified were 
fentanyl followed by heroin 

and fentanyl analogs. 

2020 2021
Fentanyl 94%        92%

Heroin         26%        23%

FA’s             29%        15%

Trends in the Numbers of 
Opioid Drugs Contributing 
to Fatal Overdoses



The percentage of cases 
containing fentanyl or a 

fentanyl analog:

2015: 20% 2020: 94%

Thus far in 2021, fentanyl has 
been involved in 92% of the 

fatal overdoses.

Fatal Overdoses Containing 
Fentanyl/Fentanyl Analogs 
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Trends in Cocaine and Opioid Fatal Overdoses

Since 2018:
- opioid-only fatal overdose have stayed consistent since 2019
- cocaine-only fatal overdoses have increased in 2021
- cocaine and opioid overdoses have remained steady; on pace for an increase in 2021



M
cD

ow
el

l D
ig

ita
l M

ed
ia

, I
nc

. |
 

20
2)

Trends in Location of Fatal Opioid Overdoses
78% of 2020 fatal opioid overdoses took place within a residence.
67% of those cases were within the decedent’s household.
This may be driven by the pandemic and lock-down protocols, but also impacts the effect of the push for 
Naloxone availability to counter opioid abuse.
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76% of 2019 fatal opioid overdoses took place within a residence.
71% of those cases were within the decedent’s household.

Trends in Location of Fatal Opioid Overdoses
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The location of opioid overdoses remained consistent from pre-
pandemic 2019 and during lockdowns of 2020. Indicates that within 
residence drug use is a major area of concern.

Comparison of 2019 to 2020
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FEMS Overdose Data



REALTIME(-ISH) OVERDOSE DATA

• Alerts from FEMS – does not capture all ODs in DC
• De-identified data shared with select outreach teams 

o Bad batch alerts
• Heat maps can be viewed on ODMAP

• Non-fatal OD analysis
o Target date: Q1 of 2022
o Learn how to better shape response



REALTIME OD DATA TRENDS

• 417 overdoses since April 26, 2021
• 20 individuals with multiple ODs, 2 with 3 ODs

• ~1/3 ODs occurred in address of record
• ~1/4 ODs have some MPD involvement
• Heroin most commonly mentioned substance
• 13% have documented housing instability
• Notable locations

• Metro stations: Anacostia, Petworth
• Shelters: New York Ave, 801 East, Holiday Inn PEP-V
• 7th and T St NW
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DC DRUG SURVEILLANCE MODEL
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OPIOID DISTRIBUTION (1 YEAR)

Exhibit Counts
[Recovered March 2020 to March 2021]

Tramadol

Adulterated 
Heroin

Unadulterated 
Heroin

Fentanyl

Exhibits [Count]

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

Su
bs

ta
nc

e 
C

on
fir

m
ed



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

SYRINGE OVERVIEW

OTHER CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
•Eutylone (Syn Cathinone)
•MMMP (Syn Cathinone)

Compound OCME Syringe Exchange

Fentanyl alone
(incl 4-ANPP)

29%
(20)

70%
(604)

Cocaine alone 30%
(21)

21%
(185)

Fentanyl + Cocaine 15%
(10)

15%
(130)

Total 69 865
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OPIOID SYRINGES

FENTANYL ACETYL FENTANYL COCAINE HEROIN
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METH LESS COMMON

Methamphetamine Syn CathinoneBenzodiazepine
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XYLAZINE AND TRAMADOL

Tramadol Xylazine



DC Department of Forensic Sciences
Forensic Science Laboratory | Public Health Laboratory | Crime Scene Sciences

DEATH INVESTIGATIONS
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FENTANYL ANALOGS

Synthetic Opioid OCME Syringe Exchange Analgesic Potency 
Relative to Morphine*

Fentanyl 15 624 224

Acetyl fentanyl 1 37 16

p-Fluoro fentanyl 0 25 16

Heroin 9 244 2-3

Morphine 7 100 1

*United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Recommended methods for the
Identification and Analysis of Fentanyl and its Analogues in Biological Specimens. 2017


