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To Rahka and Misty Dawn

- . .the highest form of love is self-sacrifice — the willingness to go without, even to give one’s own life, if necessary, to foster
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INTRODUCTION

This book is a land mark for the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, as it is the first in a series of curriculum materials that are planned for
development over the next three years. This series will fill a void that has existed for too long in secondary materials about the tribe. While
none of these materials is meant to be the definitive work on Choctaw life, the materials will, as a group, be quite useful to the classroom in-
structor and interesting to students and to the general public as well.

The choice of tribal Government for the first project was not an easy decision. The flood of requests for information coming to the tribe and
to local libraries concerning the Choctaw mainly reflects the lack of knowledge most Mississippians have concerning the tribe. The vast
majority of those requests ask only for information about the tribe long ago or about arts and crafts. While both of those categories are
reasonable and things we wish to respond to, the overwhelming need for the people of Mississippi simply to know that a tribal government
exists in their state made the first project choice necessary. If it were obvious it should have been easy.

Each chapter of this book was commissioned to a different author. Ken York, a tribal member and scholar, has done several papers on the
Choctaw language and precontact era. His bibliography of Choctaw materials is invaluable and is available at the Choctaw Museum.
Patricia Galloway, of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History is the foremost authority on the French in Mississippi; she serves
on the Choctaw Heritage Council and has written several publications concerning Choctaw-French Contact. Sam Wells, from the
University of Southern Mississippi, has worked with the tribe as an advisor on We Are Choctaw, a recent publication of the tribe. His
research has focused on tribal relations with the United States. Benjamin Stroutis a professional writer from Bloomington, Indiana. He has
worked in the area of curriculum writing for many years. He has also served as a script consultant on major motion pictures. He spent a
great deal of time on the reservation researching files and documents and talking to tribal members.

This project, in conjunction with the several projects now in progress at the Choctaw Museum, will make available to tribal members and the
general public information that has to date been available only to those with the time and resources to do the necessary research, Much
work remains to be done. | hope that the reader will treat this work kindly and find it an inspiration to pursue more information.

William Brescia

ERIC ;
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Prologue:

To understand how any Nation governs its members
has been a topic of interest for politicians, lawyers,
historians, and political scientists. However, practically
little information exists on how the American Indian
governed members of their nations, tribes, towns, and
villages. There is no concise history of the Choctaw
Tribal Government, including the pre-historical,
historical and contemporary political, social, educa-
tional and economic systems. The purpose of this book
is to speak to a small portion of the larger topic of Choc-
taw Tribal Government. The focus will be on the pre-
historical Choctaw government end-
ing with the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1830,
and Choctaw Tribal Government today.

One problem in studying how the Choctaw govern-
ment met the needs of its members prior to European
contact is that no recorded history was made. Oral
history and archaeological reports provides some in-
sights. However, little research has been performed in
the area of Choctaw archaeology to provide conclusive
data. Most information is found in documents left by the
Spanish, French and English explorers, priests and
government officials. Later, as the expansion of the
United States occurred, American ethnologists and an-
thropologists reported on American Indians, including
the Choctaw Indians.

Perhaps the largest collection of data available on
Choctaw Indians pertains to the treaty period. Informa-
tion on the Choctaw and federal government relation-
ship should be important to the student of Indian history
because the Choctaw Nation was viewed by the United
States Government as one of the most progressive
groups of Indian people. Most of the well-known
Choctaw leaders came from this critical period of
Choctaw history.

Ic 10
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CHAPTER| Precontact

DEMOCRATIC OR AUTOCRATIC

it may be impossible to completely reconstruct how
the Choctaws governed themseives prior to European
contact. However, there are indications that the
Choctaw Nation consisted of small confederacies,
towns and villages with each unit having a distinguished
leader, or leaders. Each village or town was considered
separate with its own government and distinguishable
boundaries. In this sense, the Choctaws had a
democratic type of government structure. Notone, but,
perhaps, several distinguished leaders of villages or
towns made up the Council. The following description
indicates how a typical Southeastern indian govemn-
mental leadership structure may have been:

. . . The Supreme, sovereign or executive power
resides in a council of elderly chiefs, warriors and
others, respeactable for.wisdom, valor and virtue
(perhaps, thus including women). Minko was the
head of the Council. He had the power and
perogative of calling a council to deliberate on
peace and war, or all public concerns, as inquir-
ing into, and deciding upon complaints and dif-
ferences, but he had not the least shadow of ex-
clusive executive power.

The war chief was the next man in order of digni-
ty and power. He represented and exe:zised the
dignity of the Minko, in his absence in council.
His voice was the greatest weight in military af-
fairs. His power and authority are entirely in-
dependent of the Minko, though when a Minko
went on an expedition, he headed the army of
warriors, and was, therefore, the war chief. They
were elderly men, who in their youthful days had
distinguished themselves in war by valor, subtili-
ty, and intrepidity.

The high priest lived in every town. He presided
over spiritual affairs. As a person of conse-
quence, he maintained and exercised great in-
fluence in the State, particularly in military affairs.
The council never determine on an expedition
against their enemy without his counsel and
assistance. People believed he had communion
with powerful invisible spirits, who had a share in
the rule and government of human affairs, as well

12
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as the elements . . . .(Father Charlevoix, 1721,
p. 131.)

Many historians indicate that the Choctaw Indians did
manage to benefit from the series of treaties and ex-
change to property, but they neglect to mention those
Choctaws who refused forced removal. The feelings of
those Choctaw who stayed on their ancestral lands
were captured by Judge James P. Coleman when he

wrote, “By the Next Morning after the Treaty of 1830

was signed, the Choctaw Nation in Mississippi was no

more.”
Tishomiko were other leading men in the
Choctaw Nation. They were assistants to the
miko. They served as spokesmen for the miko,
arranged ceremonies, and generali, assisted
their chosen leaders in the performance of their
duties. (Hodgson, 1823, pp. 278-279).

Eagle Dance of the Choctaw by George Catin 1834, Catlin drew
several pictures of the Choctaw. The Eagle Dance was one of many
dances performed before & council would take place. Reprinted by per-
mission NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART (formerly National
Collection of Fine Arts), Smithsonian Institution; (Gisf) of Mrs. Sarah
Harrison.

13.




The old men, woman, youth and children completed
the governmental atructure.

There are also indications that vilagos and town may
have been further divided into white (peace) and red
(war) townas or villages. The signiticance of these towns
or villages is not certain, but they may have had to do
with the training provided to young men in the akills im:
portant to preserving tha na*on.

The Choctaws had annual aconomic cycle which in-
fluenced much of their activities. Gideon Lincecum, a
physician and naturalist, who lived with the Choctaws,
gave the following deacription:

“In miiwinter the fiekis were prepared for spring
planting. After the cropa had been planted in the
spring and were growing wel, the Choclaw
digpersed to various streams and lakes, living on
tish, ‘urties and fruits until time for the Green
Corn Dance in early summer. After the
ceremony, they returned to the streams and
lakes and remained until time for harvosting corn
in the fak. When the corn had been harvested
and stored, the men went off on their regular fail
and early winter hunt, and the women, children,
and old people searched the woods for nuls and
adtumnal fruits. By midwinter all had returned and
the cycle began again with preparation of the
tields for spring planting. "' (Lincecum, 19)

The Choctr'y villages or towns were highly orpanized
with its own division of labor. Lincecum describes the
economic activities of a typical Choctaw village:

“Men hunted the major game animals and boys
hunted the smaller animals. Men hunted with the
bow and arrow, while the boys used the blowgun
in addition (o the bow and arrow. Fishing was
done by both men and boys, and boys colected
mussels, Sometimes girls assisted boys in hun-
ting amall game, lishing, and coNecting mussels.
Women, old people, and smaller children did
most of the food gathering. Honey was coNected
by men. Men. women, and children all par-
ticipated in horticultural work, Cooking.
.(women did the) as well as preserving and stor-
ing foods derived from plants.” (Lincecum
10048, p. 521-542.)

Evidence suggeats that the Choctaws had a Crow type
of Kinship system. Fred Eggan, an anthropologist,
found that though the Choctaw originally had a Crow

ERIC 14
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type of kinship system, there had been definite
changes through Intensive outside influences over the
puast three centurias. (Eggan, 1937, p. 41) Within the
old kinship system relatives are organized into four
clans;

1. One's own matrilineal clan
2. One's (ather's clan

3.  One’s mothe:'s father's clan
4. Ona's father's lather's clan

Relatives are classifisd on & "lineage™ principle. In the
father’s matrilineal lineage (and cian), for example, all
men are “fathers,” their wives “mothers” or “step-
mothers,” their childrén “brothers" and “sisters,” all
women of the father's genaeration and below are

* "father's sisters,” those above being “grandmothers"
or “father's sisters,” all husbands of these women are
“grandtathers,” all children are "father's aisters” and
"fathers.” (Egaan, 1937, p. 46.)

Choctaw and Chickasaw traditions indicale a close
rolationship. There is a strong probabllity that the
Chickataw and Choclaw were once one tribe. There
was no "northern’” province of the Choclaw Nation, but
only the southern, central, sastern and western. These
divisions would change as we will see iater. The
Chickasaw inhabited the area which would have
reasonably been a northern Choclaw district,

In addition, there is Nanih Waiyah, the sacred mother
mound of the tribe. The tortified mound group clusterad
iround the high mound; Nanih Walyah stood between
the traditional Choctaw and Chickasaw country. When
the Chickasaw were part of the main body, the location
of Nanih Waiyah would have been at the center of the
nation where it would be safest

The Choctaws were anid to be the fastest runners of
all southarn Indians, able 1o out distance an anemy
aither in pursuit or in flight They ware also exaellent
fighters and hunters.  Adair describe the "war names”
a8 follows:

“They crown a warrior, who has Killed a
distinquished enemy. . . and Abi is their constant
war-period, signilying by their thetorical ligure
“one who Kills another", The following is a
specimen: one initiating in war-titles, is called
“Tannap AbI", 'a killer of the enemy'; he who kills
& porson carrying a ketlle, is crowned Asonak
Abl Taska: the (st word signilies a kettle, and
the Inst & warrior. Shulush Humma Ashit Abj, the
name of the late Choctah (sic) great war leader.

Nani Watyah an it appusred earker in the twantieth centuty Reprinted
by permission Misainsippl Depastment of Archives and History

our firm friend Red Shoes, is compounded of
Shulush, . . deer skin shoes, Humma, red Asht . .

They give their children names, expressive of
their tempers, outward appearances, and other
various circumstances. a male child they will call
Ghula, the fox; and a female, Pakahle, the
biossom, or flowsr, The lather and mother of the
former are called Chula inki, and Chuia Ishke, the
father and mother of the fox." (Adair, 1930, pp.
189 201)

ADI is preserved in the modern Choclaw names as
Tubby. Swanton illustrates how the changs took place.

“The Chiel, Homastubbee, also had & pipe. It
was given by Simpson Tubby's great- grand-
father, Mashulatubbi, to his grandfather, Aliktub-
bi, and then passed to his {father) L.ewis Tubby."
(Swanton, 1931, pp. 127, 131¢)

The Choclaws practiced head-flattening. This custom
and the Choctaw “Scaffold burial” for their dead is
often mentioned by early writers. A cry for the dead
waa alao practiced by the Choctaw. This accurred after
the fleah of the body had been removed from the bones
by the bone gatherer.

According to Campbell, the Choctaws also believed

in a dunl afterworld. A composite version symhaolizes

the following picture.

17
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Cover of Rev. Simpson Tubby's EARLY STRUGGLES. a fearcely
raligious ook about his e and the condiion of the tnhw Only & few
vopies of the onginal volume st axist LARLY STRUGQLES has
tecently bean reprinted

"Each Choctaw is belleved 10 have two souls that
Survive his death. One of these is the Shilup, an
outside shadow which in iife always follows him,
and after death remains in the vicinity to frighten
his survivors by moaning at night or by assuming
the form of a fox or an owl, uttering cries which
are interpreled as bad omens.

The second soul is the Shilombish, and inside
shadow or apirlt, which at death goes (o the after-
worfd." (Campbell, 1959, p, 149)

The Chottaw government of the past was complex
with an integration ot state and religious principles in-
tertwined closely. The relationship of civic, political,
economic and religious leaders was one of mutual
agreement. The Choctaws practiced a democratic,
representative government, as shown by the councii
concept.

The extended family structure indicates a matrilineal
emphasis, but the process of ieadership selection, or
election, had much to do with past activities of in-
dividuals in time of war or honorable event.

it seems likely that no one person had an exclusive
execullve power, but thal as a collective unit, the coun-
clls were in proxy authority. The ultimate authority was
in the hands of the people, a forerunner ol the basic
precepts of American democracy. The agricultural
practice of individual family garden plots further sup:
ports the theory of a democratic society.

The concerns of the Choctaw government in pra-
historical past is not completely reconstructed;
however, continuing inquiry into past Choctaw govern-
ment should enhance this small beginning.

18
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Chapter 2

French-Choctaw Contact,
1680s t0o 1763

AFTEREFFECTS OF THE LA SALLE
EXPLORATION, 1682-1700

The first French exploration party to penetrate deeply
into the southeast was the one led by La Salfe down the
Mississippi River in 1682. The records of that explora-
tion show that the Frenchmen met Quapaws,
Chickasaws, Natchez, and Coroas, but there is no
mention of Choctaws. In many ways, however, this ex-
pedition was fated to focus European attention on the
Choctaw.

First and most directly, the expedition led to the
establishment of a trading post on the Arkansas River
among the Quapaws in 1686. The post was establish-
ed by Henri de Tonti, La Salle’s right hand man. This
post, as a follow-up to La Salle’s exploration, scared
the English colonists of the Carolinas and Virginia, who
realized that the French were determined to colonize
the Mississippi Valley, thereby blocking the westward
push of British colonists.

THE COURSE OF THE FRENCH ALLIANCE,
1702-1720

By the time the French were ready to make a serious
attempt at colonization on the Guif Coast, the Choctaw
had lost more than eight hundred people to British slave
raids, not counting those who were killed in defending
their villages. The French, led by Iberville, landed on
the Mississippi Gulf Coast in 1699 among the Bitoxis
and Pascagoulas. Information given by these coastal
tribes soon made the French aware of the size and
power of the Choctaw Nation, as well as its predica-
ment at the hands of slave raiders. In 1702, a small
French settlement had been estabished on the coast
near Ocean Springs. The French were preparing to
make a larger settlement at the north end of Mobile
Bay, and Tonti was summoned south by iberville to
serve as his ambassador to the Choctaws and

. Chickasaws.

The Choctaws had had time to weigh the advantages
of an alliance with this new group of Europeans. These

DE SOTO DISCOVERING THE MISSISSIPPI by Alexander Alsux . Thia
painting currently hangs in the Old Capital Building in Jackson,
Mississippi. Though weicomed with open arms by the tribes of the
Southeast, De Soto returned their kindness with demands for wealth
and women, He was later unceremoniously kicked out of Choctaw
counties after several batties with the tribe and its alies. Reprinted by
permission Mississippi Department of Archives and History.

20




IToxt Provided by ERI

Europeans had shown no interest in Choctaw lands.
They offered a trade that would provide them with the
guns they needed to defend themselves against the
slave raids. Tonti had hopes of securing an alliance with
the Chickasaws and expelling the British traders from
their villages.

As the small French colony struggied to implant itself
around Mobile Bay and the Mississippi coast, early
crops attempted by the colonists failed frequently.
When supplies from France ran short, the French
depended upon the considerable farming and hunting
skills of the Choctaws for food. For this, the French
traded firearms and other goods. Sometimes things
were so bad with the French colony that some of its
people would be sent out to live among the colony’'s
Indian allies, which included the Choctaw.

Although the new French trade held many benefits
for the Choctaws, it also had its perils. Greatest among
these was European disease. The Choctaws had never
encountered European diseases like smallpox,
cholera, plague, or typhoid, so they had no natural im-
munity to any of them. Whenever such a disease broke
out among their European neighbors, it was likely to
spread in epidemic proportions among the Indians. So

although at the time of French contact the Choctaw -

probably numbered more than twenty thousand,
disease brought that number down to fifteen thousand
within ten or fifteen years.

The alliance with the French also altered the
Choctaws’ political relationships with neighboring
tribes. The evidence of archaeology, together with
whatis said in the earliest documents about the reputa-
tion of the Choctaw as seen by other tribes, suggests
that those tribes considered the Choctaw to be an im-
portant and sometimes fearsome tribe, one to which.it
was a good idea to stay on good terms.

When the English and then later the French came,
these patterns of friendship, alliance, and enmity
shifted. It is likely, for example, that since the Natchez
were early allies of the French as well, a better relation-
ship between the Natchez and the Choctaw developed
for a time. Certainly the coastal and Mobile Bay tribes
became even more closely linked with the Choctaw for
the same reason. On the other side of the coin, when
the Chickasaw were unwilling in the end to give up the
British trade, a certain amount of antagonism began to
develop between them and the Choctaw. Things were
not the same in intertribal relationships after the arrival
of these two strange groups of whites.

Both Frenchmen and Choctaw knew perfectly well
that alliances rested upon exchange of goods and ser-
vices that were seen to be profitable by both sides.
But, there were differences in the two groups’ ideas of
what these exchanges meant. To the Choctaws, there
w25 really no “trade”. The two parties to an alliance ex-

ERIC

changed gifts with each other, and in the end these
gifts worked out to a roughly equal value. The French,
on the other hand, made an actual distinction between
gifts and trade. The trade was strictly regulated: so
many deerskins for a gun or a shirt. The gifts, which
were given out by the French to certain Choctaw men
whose political influence they wanted to win over, were
meant to build French influence by being used to turn

&

by these men as gifts to other Choctaws. In this way,
the French tried to build a system of ranks among their
friends, honoring one man as supreme chief of the na-
tion. Three or four men were honored as “medal
chiefs”; because they were given large silver medals to
wear, they were called “medal chiefs”. Finally the
village chiefs and “honored men" {probably older men
who served as advisors to the chiefs) received gifts ac-
cording to their ranks.

PUTS OUT AND KILLS, FIRST CHIEF by George Catlin 1836, A medal 9 2
chiet. NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART (formerly National Col- o
lection of Fine Arts), Smithsonian Institution.
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During the early years of the French colony, colonists
numbered only a few hundred. They were concen-
trated on the Mississippi Sound coast and at the upper
and lower ends of Mobile Bay. The French colony was
weak during this period, so much so that as a money-
making proposition, it was a complete failure. Because
of this weakness, the French were frankly dependent
upon the Choctaw for help and sometimes for mere sur-
vival. Yet the policies followed by the French governor,
Cadillac, which amounted to milking the cotony of every
penny it could yield, made trading terms with the
French less and less favorable. He came close to los-
ing most of the colony's Indian allies, including the
Choctaws, to an aggressive English trading policy.

The Choctaw-French alliance was saved by the
greediness ofthe British traders, which led to the out-
break of the Yamassee War and the downfall of the
British traders in 1715-1717. The Yamassee War was
really a full-fledged and widespread uprising against the
English, especially among their closer Indian neighbors
to the east. In addition, the French colony’s operation
was taken over by John Law and the Company of the
West. Then, in 1717 the seasoned indian diplomatist
Bienville was commissioned as governor. Bienville pro-
ceeded to capitalize upon the results of the Yamassee
War by establishing several new French posts: Fort
Toulouse of the Alabamas at the site of present-day
Montgomery, Alabama, on the invitation of the new
Alabama Indian allies; Fort St. Pierre of the Yazoos near
modern Vicksburg, where it could protect Mississippi
River shipping; and Fort Roasalie of the Natchez on the
Natchez Bluffs, built by the Natchez themselves, as an
apology for their reception of the English. As vyet,
however, no trade house or outpost was placed among
the Choctaw except for the small stocks of itinerant
traders that were kept in some villages.

THE FRENCH ALLIANCE AND CLIENT
WARFARE, 1720-1740

Under John Law the population of the Louisiana col-
ony was increased rapidly as hundreds of settlers were
sent over from France during the 1719-1722 period.
Yet still there was no pressure on the Choctaw lands of
east central Mississippi, for the center of the colony
had shifted west when Bienville designated Biloxi as
the main port of entry for the new colonists. As New
Or(eans began to be built on the Mississippi, even the

* capital was shifted from Mobile to the new city. With

this shift, most settlement pressure was exerted on the

-
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Natchez. But, there were undeniable benefits that the
Natchez could derive from the closeness of a French
settiement, so that it was not until 1729, under the op-
pression from a particularly greedy post commander,
that the Natchez staged a major revoit. Alsmost all of
the French men in the settiement were killed, while
their wives, children and black slaves were taken
prisoner by the Natchez. A few days later the Yazoos,
who had conspired with the Natchez, also revolted and
killed the men at Fort St. Pierre. Clearly, whatever may
have been the justification for the Natchez and Yazoo
revolts, the French felt they had to punish these tribes
or lose face with the rest of their Indian allies.

But, the French colony was certainly not as well- sup-
plied with soldiers as the Natchez and their allies were,

so the French had to turn to their Choctaw aflies for
help in punishing the Natchez in 1730-1731. During
the year of the Natchez rebellion, Governor Perier, who
had replaced Bienville in 1723, had sent a young of-
ficer, Regis du Roullet, to make a study for the
establishment of a government-controlled trading
house in the Choctaw nation. Regis and another officer
explored a good deal of the Choctaw homeland.
Ultimately Regis established -his frading post in the
southernmost Choctaw town of Yowani on the
Chickasawhay River because it was handy to both
Mobile by land and New Orleans by river. But, the other
important thing for Choctaw history that came out of
this exploration was the first attempt at a comprehen-
sive mapping of the Choctaw towns, the famous 1733

Msp of Louisiana drawn by Baron de Crenay in 1733. Shows the
French settlements and the territory claimed by each of the several
Indian nations in the lower Mississippi Valley. (see cover for detail of
Choctaw Nation). Reprinted by permission Les Archives de France
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mep made on the basis of Regis' and de Luseer's
veports by the commondarit at Mobile, the Baron de
Crenay. This map would remain the best source for the

location of the Choctaw towns until the later remapping
In 1772 bv Bernard Romans.

After the Natchez wars, the French realized that
although they had driven the Naichez from their homes,
they had by no means destroyed the tribe. instead, its
survivors fled to the Chickasaws of north Mississippi,
who had never completely given up alligiance to the
English and had probably been invoilved in the Natchez-
Yazo0o conspiracy. in spite of the fact that it did
ultimately fail, Governor Perier was blamed—probably
with justice—for having aNowed such an uprising to
take place at al. Once more Bienville returned to take
over as governor. His job—to destroy the Natzhez once
and for ak and to subdue the Chickasaw and force them
to give up their alliance with the English..

As a start, Bienville, encouraged the Choctaw to
make raids on the Chickasaw and paid bounty for each
Chickasaw killed, in hopes that this tactic would force
the Chickasaws to hand aver the Natchez living among
them and to trade only with the French. It soon became
apparent that this plan would not work. it would,
therefora, be necessary to undertake a major war
against the Chickasaw, which Bienville did in 1736. He
and his Choctlaw allies came up the Tombigbee River
with the intention of attacking the Chickasaw from the
south while a party of Frenchmen, with their {llinois
indien allies, attacked from the north. But, just as with
the missed timing of the Natchez-Yazoo uprising, the
northern group attacked too soon, and many of the
Frenchmen in the party were captured and killed by the
Chickasaws. Their English military advisors found the
campaign plans in the French commander's pocket,
and when the French and Choctaws attacked several
days later, the Chickasaws were ready for them, and
thus, Bienville lost the famous battle of Ackia in the
vicinity of modern Tupelo, Mississippi.

His Choctaw aliies had acquitted themseives well,
however, and in this war, a young Choctaw chief began
to makn a name for himself. It was by his war exploits
that Soulouche Oumastabe*—Soulier Rouge to the
French and Red Shoes to the English—eamed the
French medal that made it possible for him to begin to
build a power base within the tribe. Akbamon Mingo*
also played a prominent part in the Natchez wars and
received a French medal. These two men were even-
tualy to become the most influential lexders of the
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" Bienvile's failure at Ackia meant that he had fo mount

another expedition to assert French supremacy in the
area and to remove the Chickasaw threat to Mississippi
River ftraffic. This expedition was to include massive
numbers of French troops sent to Louisiana specifically
for this purpose. While preparations were taking place,
however, two Choctaws, a man and his wife, were
murdered by two young men from Mobile. The
Choctaw asked that justice be done. Bienville, realizing
the risk of losing Choctaw allies, saw that the young
men were tried and executed in front of Choctaw
witnesses, thus establishing a precedent for - - wal
justice for Indian allies.
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Bienville's second Chickasaw war of 1739-1740

was a failure from the start. Soldiers who were not
already sick from the voyage from France fell it on the
way up the Mississippi River. The French found that it
was impossible to transport artillery and supplies
through the swamps of the Yazoo Basin to reach the
Chickasaws, and the “war” ended in a half-hearted and
face-saving peace negotiated after a single attack
made by a Canadian contingent and its Indian allies.
Bienville had failed, and for that he was recalled to
France. Louisiana lost its wisest Indian diplomatist.
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A drawing of the location of the Ackia, Chukatiaya, and Apeony vileges, showing
French attack routes (1736). Reprinted by permision of Les Archives de France.
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THE CHOCTAW CIVIL WAR, 1747-1750

From 1740-1744 the situation remained rather
uneasily the same as it had, Bienville was replaced by
the Marquis de Vaudreuil. In 1744, however, another
war broke out in Europe, with French and Great Britain
on opposite sides. The success of English sea power
in this war meant that soon it became impossible for the
French in Louisiana o obtain the trade goods that the
Choctaw wanted. This was a crucial issue, because

.among the Choctaw a whole generation had had time to

grow up using guns instead of bows and arrows, cloth
instead of skins, and brass cooking pots instead of
native pottery. The Choctaw had become used to a
steady supply of European trade goods. So it was that
during the middle 1740s Alibamon Mingo joined
Soulouche Oumastabe in inviting English traders into
the nation.

This move was strongly resented by the French,
although the Choctaw intention seems to have been
merely to take a neutral course, as the Alabamas had
done all along. It was obvious to any practical-minded
Choctaw that he would be foolish to break entirely with
the French, and that he could also enjoy more material
comforts if he maintained a trade with the English. The
French, of course, did not see it that way, and they
feared what might happen to their powerful Choctaw
alliance. :

The precise circumstances of what happened next
will probably never be known, but for various reasons,
including some undue attentions paid to Soulouche
Oumastabe'’s wife, a young officer from Tombecbe fort
and two traders who lived in the nation were killed. This
happened apparently at the command of Soulouche
Oumastabe but also with the cooperation of the two
chiefs in whose villages the traders were located. No
one had forgotten that in 1738, the two young French-
men had murdered two Choctaws and had been ex-
ecuted for it, so to the French it seemed eminently
reasonable that they should demand the same kind of
justice from the Choctaw. But the Choctaw had no
courts or official executioners; when a murder oc-
curred within the nation, the family of the victim were
entitied to expect that the murderer would present
himself for execution. To do otherwise was a disgrace
to one's family and unthinkable. Everything thus
balanced out equally, and everyone understood that
this was what would happen. But, in this case, though it
was an ally whose men had been murdered, any Choc-
taw who tried to avenge the murders would then put
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himself or his family in jeopardy within the nation. S¢, at
first the Choctaw responded by killing Chickasaws and
Englishmen, the common enemies of Frenchmen and
Choctaw.

The French did not understand this principle, and
continued to insist that the guilty men or the chiefs who
had ordered the murder should be killed by the Choc-
taw themselves. To encourage their allies, the French
threatened to withhold the trade merchandise that the
Choctaw needed. Their allies, however, no longer in-
cluded the whole of the Choctaw tribe. Soulouche
Oumastabe had cleverly used presents and profits from
both French and English to build a party for himself
within the nation, predominantly located in the Western
Division towns, and this party had followed Soulouche
Oumastabe in going over entirely to the English. By the
same token, Alibamon Mingo had built a similar faction
in the Eastern Division, and this faction remained loyal
to the French. Both factions killed French and English
men respectively to satisfy their European allies. Such
proxy murders went on back and forth for many months
until finally a Choctaw escort of one of the English
trading convoys was killed by accident.

Now there was cause for the intratribal retaliation
mechanism to come into play. As the Choctaw were
now divided in their allegiances and pressured by their
European allies. The reasons why this single death
escalated rapidly into civil war are complex, but the
main outlines are clear. in spite of the fact that the pro-
British faction enjoyed numerical superiority, the
English line of supply was too long and it was difficult to
provide the war materials they needed. In the end, the
proximity of the French to their allies told in their favor.
More than 800 Choctaws were killed, and the six
towns Division was savagely split apart, before the war
ended in 1750-with a treaty that provided for a more
regular settlement of murders between French and
Choctaw.

There is no.doubt, however, that the social structure
of the Choctaw nation was seriously damaged by a civil
war that not only pitted Division against Division but
perhaps also moiety against moiety. There is a good
reason to suspect that the Choctaw tribe itself was a
confederacy of different ethnic groups like that of the
Creeks. They could have bonded themselves into a
powerful group by ruling that members of the one
moiety must marry members of the other, and that the
children would belong to the moiety of their mother. In
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THE OLD CHOCTAW COUNTRY, Mississier|

Towns belonging to the Central, Eastern, Southern, and Western divi-
sions of the nation, respectively. The dotted lines indicate the bound-
aries between the three latter_divisions in the early part of the nine-
teenth century. This map from Swantons' CHOCTAW SOCIAL AND
CEREMONIAL UIFE represents only a fraction of the land base of the
Choctaw nation, :




this way the moieties would become distributed
throughout the villages. This is what seems to have
been the case with the Choctaw, since we know that
Soulouche Oumastabe and his supporters of the West
belonged to the opposite moiety to Alibamon Mingo and
his Eastern allies. if this is true, then the unique culture
that the Choctaw created out of the blending of two
moundbuilding Mississippian cultures lost an important
part of its cohesiveness in this civil war, and the Choc-
taw, who up until the war had notably resisted any
serious adoption of European custom, were much more
culturally vuinerable in its aftermath.

POSTSCRIPT: 1750-1763

The years following the Choctaw civil war were quiet
ones for the tribe. During this period, also, French and
British clashes shifted further cast, as the French won
many Creeks to their side in the years leading up to the
French and indian War and had even won over some
Cherokees by the time that war got well underway. At
its conclusion with the Treaty of Paris of 1763, the
French handed over their lands east of the Mississippi
River to the British, and just two decades later the
British succumbed to the Americans, leaving the
Choctaw to make more difficult cultural adjustments.

*French Spelling

tFrom the French moitie (half); anthropological term
meaning half of a tribal group.
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Chapter 3

Treaties and the Choctaw
People

From the moment of their first contact with European
explorers, American Indians encountered a puzziing ar-
ray of laws and diplomatic maneuverings foreign to their
normal way of dealing with each other. After the arrival
of the Europeans, the Choctaw nation had to interact
from time to time with Spaniards, Frenchmen,
Englishmen, and eventually the Americans of the
United States. One of the most confusing of the white
man’s ways was the use of written documents which
were impressive to people who had not yet developed
a written alphabet. These “taking papers” couid
preserve a man's words for years without mistake or
omission. The Choctaw, on the other hand, had relied
on tribal members to repeat legends as well as
agreements with their neighbors. Although the indians
had accurate recall of events occuring around them,
their memory could not match the written word over a
span of time. '

The Choctaw were especially in awe of written
documents such as treaties which outlined the
bounderies of their territory or specified obligations and
agreements between them and the white men. Before
meeting the Europeans the tribes probably made verbal
promises when trading or negotiating with each other.
Such understandings had to be reinforced or re-
negotiated in order to remain in force and this continual
redefining also must have allowed minor changes to oc-
cur.

European settlers, however, believed that treaties
were necessary in order to satisfy their cultural laws as
well as their consciences. They aiso needed
documents to back claims upon indian land against
other European countries. These treaties covered ar-
rangements for trading as well as boundary
agreements. The Europeans fraded manufactured
items such as iron tools, blankets and gunpowder for
Indian furs and deerskins. While some treaties provided
for land cessions to Europeans for forts and trading
posts, others stated fixed boundary lines between
white men and the tribes.
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During treaty talks the three Choctaw tribal divisicns,
the Upper Towns, Six Towns and Lower Towns, each
were represented by a minko (leader). Although some
treaties were signed by them all at times, they made
treaties individually with the Europeans. The Europeans
carefully sought out tribesmen within the divisions who
were sympathetic to them. Since presents and trade
goods often were distributed through these selected
representatives, they soon became powerful and more
influential within their group.

in the 18th and 19th centuries, treaties were usually
negotiated following a change (in the nationally of the
Europeans claiming Indian territory.) Although Spain
had the earliest of these claims to Choctaw lands, later
explorations gave the French control over the area.
After France had been defeated by England in the
French and Indian War in 1763, Spain received the
Louisiana territory by treaty with France, and later in
1780, during the American Revolution, seized Florida
from Great Britain. The United States obtained claim to

APUSHMATAHA, noted Choctaw leader, painted by C. B. King in
Washington, D.C. 1824. Reprinted by permission National

Anthropological Archives Smithsonian Institution.
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Choctaw lands in 1795 by treaty with Spain and almost
immediately began separating the Choctaw from Treaty of Fort Adams, 1801, 2,641,920 acres _

Spanish influence in Florida. Not until the war of 1812 ﬂ]]]Iﬂ Treaty of Hoe Buckintoopa, 1803, 53,760 acres

did the United States occupy West Florida and isolate e
the Choctaw from Spanish influence. Treaty of Mount Dexter, 1805, 4,142,720 acres

The first treaties between the United States and the - Treaty of Fort St. Stephens, 1816
Choctaw nation mainly agreed to boundaries arid ces- ",
sions made earlier by the tribe to Europeans. The Tmt(};n:lf;nl:;a:oms;gg )1820, 3,169,288 acres
Treaty of Hopewell in 1786 set dividing lines between
the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek and Cherokee tribes. Treaty of Doak’s Stand, 1810, 13,000,000 acres
The treaty also gave the United States the right to (U.S. cession to Choctaws)
oversee tribal aclivities, especially if the Indians at- E Treaty of 1825

tempted to associate with the Spanish or English in the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, 1830,

area,
When the Mississippi Tzrritory was formed in 1798, 10423,130 &ctes

it contained, within its bounds, the entire Choctaw na-
tion, and white settlers were strictly prohibited by law
from entering tribal lands without Choctaw permission.
However, some settlers, called squatters or intruders,
did violate this law and settled in Choctaw country.
These white men were few in number and not nearly as
important a factor in forcing land cessions as some
historians have suggested. These mixed-bloods helped
obtain later land cessions from the tribe for the United

:. ,J‘
, e Sl
States, AT ' ,
In 1801 the Treaty of Fort Adams restated the limits PRI "‘,‘W"(}h:‘t;’ ,
of earlier Choctaw cessions to Spain and Great Britain T, . S e R
and also gave tribal permission to the United States to
construct a road later called the Natchez Trace.
Treaties signed in 1802 at Fort Confederation and in ol LOU' S'ANA
1803 at Hoe Buckintoopa, both on the Tombigbee ']
River, were also limited in scope and allowed only a
small cession of land. 4

Not until 1805 did the Choctaw minkoes agree to o f
give a maior slice of land to the United States, and then _ -
only to obtain money to pay a long standing debt to a Y/
British trading firm. The United States, under President Gulf of
Thomas Jefferson, wanted Choctaw lands along the ”"n".a
Mississippi River as homesteads for settlers who would '
defend the area from foreign attack. The Choctaw
would not give up that land and offered instead a wide
strip from the Natchez District to the Tombigbee region. :
Jefferson refused for over two years to agree to such a Land Cessions
cession and only changed his mind in 1808 when new
gf:;?:: :;fltehresdp,annc;fz x?:;t::vlgr;zah?::z tahzeI?::stlc: Reproduced by permission of the University of Tennessee Press from Arthur H

. De Roswer. Jr  The Removal of the Choctaw indians @ 1970 by the University of

region. Tennessee Press
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The Treaty of the Choctaw Trading House in 1816
was made in order to end conflicting claims by both the
Choctaw and Creek tribes to an area east of the Tom-
bigbee. General Andrew Jackson's decision to force a
huge land cession from the recently defeated Creek
factions in the Creek War required the Choctaw to give
up claims to that section before he could open the ter-
ritory to settlers.

After Mississippi entered the union as a state in
1817, however, the reason for seeking land cessions
from the Choctaw changed completely. Mississippi of-
ficials argued that an independent Indian nation could
not exist within the same boundaries as another
sovereign state. Furthermore, the United States had
earlier set a precedent in Georgia when promising
removal of indian nations from that state in order to ob-
tain Georgia's agreement to the new constitution. The
federal government allowed the boundaries of new
states such as Mississippi and Alabama to include ex-
isting Indian country and set the stage for a major clash.

After 1817 most Mississippi officials worked to
destroy the structuré of the Choctaw nation while
allowing some white-educated Indians and mixed-
bloods to become state citizens. These officials push-
ed hard for removal or all “backward” and “savage"
Choctaw to lands west of the Mississippi River, lands
still wild enough to support those people desiring to
pursue their ancient way of life. Some white men even
envisioned an Indian Territory where Indian law and
custom would be legal, a territory which might someday
enter the union as an equal state of the United States.

With this goal of removal in mind, Andrew Jackson
and others bargained with the Choctaw at the Treaty of
Doak's Stand in 1820. The treaty gave the tribe a large
tract of land in Arkansas in exchange for a slightly
smaller area in central Mississippi. But, the Arkansas
land had already been settled by white Americans and
the treaty had to be renegotiated at Washington, D.C.
in 1825.

The Choctaw debated intensely with federal officials
in Washington before agreeing to accept land in
Oklahoma and annual cash payments in place of the
Arkansas lands. When the great Choctaw Chief

Apushmatahawas asked why he praised the virtues of
the Arkansas land during these negotiations when
earlier he had complained that the land was poor and
had “bruised his feet,” he replied that earlier he had
been a buyer, now he was a seller. The shrewd chief
along with other capable men of his delegation in
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Washington wrung a subst ntial settiement from the
United States before they signed the new treaty.
Apushmataha died during his visit to Washington
and was buried there,

HENRY WILLIS, 102 years old in 1933. His life spanned the removal to
the beginning of the New Era. Reprinted by permission Choctaw
Agency BIA.

In 1825, while in the capitol city the Choctaw leaders
first heard that President James Monroe's government
had proposed a removal treaty. They responded elo-
quently with an address to Congress that pleaded for
white understanding and brotherhood toward the
Indians, But shortly after, the Mississippi state
legislature passed laws nullifying Choctaw tribal
government and outlawed all Choctaw officials not em-
powered by the state. Then in 1930 the United States
Congress passed the Indian Removal Act which provid-
ed that Indian people should be moved west across the
Mississippi.

In the face of continuing pressure from the federal
and state government, during the 1820's and 1830's
the Choctaw Nation developed a thriving government
with a constitution, a police force, and a court system
that serve all the citizens of the nation.

The full impact of these state and federal actions hit
the Choctaw nation at Dancing Rabbit Creek in the fall
of 1830. The Choctaw were presented a treaty giving
individual tribesmen a choice of remaining in
Mississippi as citizens on their own plots of land or of
removing to Oklahoma to pursue their traditional way of
life. Many who wanted to stay were cheated out of that
chance by a corrupt indian agent William Ward. Most of
those who stayed in Mississippi suffered over a century
of poverty and white bigotry. After removal, the Choc-
taw signed other treaties but none ever changed the life
of the people so profoundly as did the one signed at the
creek where the rabbits danced.
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CHOCTAW REMOVAL by Valean Hessing. Most tribal members who
went to Oklahoma traveled in the winter after the crops were harvested.
The winters of the early 1830's were some of the worse on record.
Many lives were lost on the removal. Reprinted by permission Philbrook
Art Center, Tulsa, Oklahoma.




SOME IMPORTANT CHOCTAW TREATIES T

TREATY YEAR ] SIGNED WITH WHERE SIGNED |
. Charleston 1738 | Great Britain Charleston Trade and Alliance
Mobile 1749 § France Mobile Trade and Alliance |
|
Grandpre 1750 } France Choctaw Nation Ended Choctaw Civil War |
Augusta 1763 ] Georgia Augusta Amity |
Mobile 1765 | Great Britain Mobile Land Cession, Boundaries defined
Mobile 1783 | Spain Mobile Trade and Alliance
Charleston 1783 | Great Britain Charleston Trade and Amity |
Pensacola 1784 | Spain Pensacola Trade and Alliance |
Hopewell 1786 § United States South Carolina Southeastern Tribal Boundaries defined
Fort Adams 1801 | United States Mississippi Territory Redefined Choctaw cession to England
and permissicn for Natchez Trace
Fort Confederation 1802 | United States Mississippi Territory
Hoe Buckintoopa 1803 | United States Choctaw Nation Small cession on Tombigbee River and
redefine English treaty of 1765
Mount Dexter 1805 | United States Choctaw Nation Large cession from Natchez District to
the Tombigbee Alabama River
watershed
Choctaw Trading House 1816 | United States Ft. Confederation Ceded all Choctaw land east of
Tombigbee River
Doak’s Stand 1820 | United States Natchez Trace, Exchanged large cession in MissisSippi
Do Choctaw Nation for a slightly larger parcel in Arkansas
Washington . 1825 | United States Washington, D.C. Exchanged Arkansas land for Oklahoma
l parcel
Dancing Rabbit Creek 1830 | United States Choctaw Nation Removal Tieaty
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THE DARK AGES

in 1830, the Choctaw people in Mississippi entered
the period they call “the derk ages.” in that year, they
were forced to sign the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit
Creek. With this trealy, their last remaining land was
surrendered to the United States. Tribal government
was abolished in a law passed by the new State of
Mississippi. Officially, the Mississippi Choctaw Nation
no longer existed. ;

Most of the tribe was removed to reservation land in
the iIndian Territory of Oklahoma. Oklahoma is a
Choctaw phrase translated litterly as Red people. But,
under the terms of the treaty, any Choctaw who wished
to remain in Mississippi could do so. They would
become citizens of the United States. Each head of a
household was to receive 640 acres of land. Each
child over the age of 10 would receive 320 acres of
land and each child under the age of 10 would receive
160 acres. In fact, only a few Choctaw received any
land at all. Because, in order to receive land, the Choc-
taw had to register with the federal Indian agent in
Mississippi and the agent refused to register most
Choctaw. Records and land titles were destroyed or
disappeared mysteriously and the few who managed to
register received little land at all. Others, who left their
homes on a hunting or business trip, would come back
to find a white man with a shotgun on their porch. They
had no choice but to go away.

The Choctaw people were scattered over 31 coun-
ties. They became squatters and sharecroppers on the
land of white owners. They lived in poverty. They lived
quietly. Few peopie even knew they existed. They had
lost everything except their cuiture, their language, and
their pride.

in 1916, John Reeves, a Special Supervisorin the In-
dian Service visited the Mississippi Choctaw. He senta
report to the Secretary of the Interior in Washington.

In land owned by the Indians is of the most in-
ferior quality. . . A few head of stock and one or
two farming implements is about all any of these
Indians own . . . The vast majority of them own
nothing and are practically destitute, kving in
decrepit shacks and cabins that but indifferently
afford protection against the elements. The or-
dinary comforts of life are absent and luxuries
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unknown. . . . Tuberculosis and unsanitary condi-
tions generally has caused the death rate to ex-
ceed the birth rate so that at this time there are
scarcely 1,000 real indians in the state.
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T e
Group of Choctaws circa 1908. Photograph courtesy of Museum of
the American indian, Heye Foundation.
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THE SHARE CROPPING SYSTEM

In order to survive, the majority of Choctaws became
share croppers or tenant farmers. The share cropping
system developed across the south after the Civil War.
Under the system, a land owner would allow a Choctaw
family to live on a plot of his land in exchange for a
share of the crop they produced on that land. In the
springtime, the landlord would give the sharecropper
seed, fertilizer, food, household necessities, farm
equipment and, perhaps, a horse as an advance. At the
end of the growing season, the landlord might take
more than half the crop as his share for use of the land.
But, the sharecropper was aiso expected to pay back
what-he had been given in advance by the landiord out
of his own share of the crop. Often, the landlord would
claim that he was owed more Fthan his tenant’s share of
the crop. Again the Choctaw sharecrofiper, .after a
season of back breaking work, would end up with
nothing. - The typical share cropper became
permanently in debt to his landiord. If they protested, or
wanted to move, they were under threat of arrest by
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CHOCTAW SHARE CROPPERS picking cotton on land that was once
their own. Reprinted by permission Choctaw Agency BIA.

local police because of their debt to the landlord. This
system continued for about 100 years. A report by the
Choctaw Indian Agency in 1935 stated:

. at least 50% of the white landlords in what is
known as the North Bend and Bogue Chitto Com-
munity practice an absolute practical slavery over
the Indians who live with them.

Bad times became worse. Severe weather and an in-
festation of the boll weevil seriously damaged the corn
and cotton crop. An outbreak of influenza killed bet-
ween 20%-50% of the remaining Choctaw people. Ac-
cording to John Reeves, thers was immediate need
“for relief in the form of clothing and subsistence to
keep many of these indians from great suffering, if not
actual starvation.” In 1917, a committee of the United
States Congress conducted hearings in Union,
Mississippi. They learned how much the Choctaw peo-
ple had been suffering, and they became convinced
that something needed to be done. The report of that

20

committee was a major factor in the establishment of
the Choctaw Agency in Philadelphia the following year.
Under the control of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the
Choctaw Agency acted to provide the Choctaw people
with economic assistance as well as aid in the areas of
health and education. After 90 years of fraud, pre-
judice, economic deprivation, and many attempts to
remove them to Oklahoma, the United States govern-
ment finally realized that the Mississippi Choctaws still
existed and that, in spite of all efforts, they would not
leave the home of their ancestors.

COLONIZATION

In 1921, the Choctaw Agency began a plan of
“colonization.” The plan called for the purchase of
small plots of land, 20-40 acres, in seven major areas.
The piafs of land would then be resold to full-blood
Choctaws with loans. Finally, a school was to be builtin
each of the seven areas to serve as centers for primary
edu~ation and community activity.
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FIRST AGENCY BUILDING circa 1933. Main administrative functions
of the BIA. are conducted in a modemn facikty one block from this
site. Reprinted by permission Choctaw Agency BIA.

The purpase of the “‘consolidation’ plan was, first, to
concentrate the Choctaw pecple in population centers
in order to support and continue tribal identity. Second,
the plan aimed at freeing tribal members from the
sharecropping system. The Agency hoped that through
agriculture, the raising of fruit, vegetables and
livestock, the Choctaws could become independent

tarmers. The Agency expected that farming would not-~

only give Choctaw families enough food to eat, but also
enough money to pay back the loans on their land.

The first phase of the plan was successful. Within ten
years, almost 4,000 acres had been bought and resoid
to tribal members, and seven schools were operating in
the areas which are today’'s Mississippi Choctaw com-
munities. An Indian hospital was built in the city of
Philadeiphia and by 1930, the birth rate of Choctaws
surpassed the death rate. The second phase of the
program, however, was not successful. The plots of
land that the Agency purchased were too small and too

43 .

poor in quality to produce enough food to feed families.
There was no hope that they could produce enough
cash income to pay off their loans. Most of the loans
were dofaulted upan.

RESERVATION

---1n 1934, President Franklin Roosevelt signed into
law the Indian Reorganization Act. This law would have

many important consequences for the Mississippi
Choctaws. One provision of the law stated that tribal
land should not be parceled out in smail plots to in-
dividuals, but rather, it should be held in common for
the entira tribe in trust states by the federal govern-
ment. As a result, all of the small plots that individual
Choctaws had defaulted on, were placed under the
trusteeship of the Choctaw Agency. The IRA also pro-
vided funds for the purchase of land. With this, the
Choctaw agency purchased additional land until aimost

21

18,000 acres iere held in trust for the benefit of the
Choctaw people. A proclamation by the Secretary of
the Interior in 1944 declared that all the land held in
trust for the Choctaw people was designated as the
Choctaw Reservation,
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THE CHOCTAW AGENCY as it looks today. recently expanded and
remodeled.
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THE RE-EMERGENCE OF TRIBAL GOVERNMENT

The Indian Reorganization Act would also have an im-
pact on the development of tribal government. The IRA
recognized the right of Indian people 1o organize con-
stitutional tribal governments and, as a result, the
Choctaw Business committee was formed. It was the
first form of tribal government that had been allowed
since 1830. The committee was composed of 17
representatives from the seven communities. The Com-
mittee, however, was almost completely undar the con-
trol of the Choctaw Agency Superintendent. The Com-
mittee met only on the call of the Superintendent and

16




Emmett York talking to community meeting May 1970. Reprinted by Joe Chitto and his wite Zula Chitto in Philadeiphia. Reprinted by permis-
permission Choctaw Agency BIA. sion Choclaw Agency BIA,
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Emmett York and Prentiss Morris at Community meeting. Reprinted by
permigsion Choctaw Agency BIA.
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Baxter York at Choctaw Fair in 1969. Photograph by Les Leverett,
courtesy of Choctaw Archives

Enrg L‘ﬂPY AVMUB[E 24 19

ArullToxt Provided by ERIC




The great Jim Thorpe warming up for a basebal game in 1917,
Photogrzph courtesy of the Jim Thorpe Foundation.
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was authorized o act only on the agenda prepared by

the Superintendent. Meetings were he!d in the offices,
of the Choctaw Agency.

Not al tribal members were willing to accept an
organization so completely dominated by the Agency
Superintendent. Qpposition leaders formed a rival
orgesnization, the Mississippi Choctaw Indian Federa-
tion. The Agency Superintendent acted to undermine
this organization and some “trouble makers" were
removed from the reservation, In 1935, the Agency
reported,

For most of 1934 and part of 1935, the
organization tried to make trouble and succeed-
ed to some degree to a point where it became
necessary to transfer said farmer to another
jurisdiction because his ideas and policies as to
what was best for the Choctaws, and the
Superintendent's ideas and policies, had been in
constant conflict.

Robert Benn, SUperintende'm of Choctaw Agency.
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Mr. Benn working out a problem with Ray Thomas, Adminisirative of-
ficer for the Choctaw Agency.

MEMBERS OF THE CHOCTAW COUNCIL inspecting a treaty between

the U.S. and the Choctaw Nation. L to R: Emmett York, Wil Jimmie,

Baxter York (standing). Joe Chitto, Chairman, and Tom Weir, Lawyer.
- Reprinted by permission Ken York.

The Agency Superintendent prevailed. The Federation
disbanded and in 1935, the business committee voted
to accept the provisions .of the Indian Reorganization
Act. The Committee elected a Chairman but he was ap-
pointed to the Committee by the Superintendent.

For the most part, action by the Business Committee
on its agenda was a formality. For example, during one
of its first meetings, the Committee was authorized by
the Superintendent to discuss such issues as the
granting of tribal leases, the selection of delegates to
represent the tribe in Washington and the employment
of an -attorney. The Agency report of that meeting
states that, at that time, there was no one seeking a
lease on fribal 'land, there was no need for any
delegates to travel to Washington and there was no
need for a tribal lawyer. The work of the Committee,
therefore, was merely an exercise in representative
government. They had no power to deal with issues
that were really important to tribal members.

In 1944, when the Secretary of the interior declared
tribal land in Mississippi to be a reservation, he also
authorized an election for the adoption of a Constitu-
tion. Approval of the Constitution by the Mississippi

26




Choctaws led to the creation of a 16 member Tribal
Council composed of elected representatives from the
seven communities. From its membership, the Council
elected a Chairman. But again, the Tribal Council had
no real power and little influence over tribal affairs. its
meetings were conducted at the Choctaw Agency. Its
decisions could be vetoed by the Agency Superinten-
dent. This situatior: continued into the early 1960's.

Adoption of the Constitution and the creation of the
Tribal Council did have one extremely important im-
mediate resuli. it was followed by an act of Congress
that officially recognized the Mississippi Band of Choc-
taw indians to be a tribe under the laws of the United
States. It was the first formal recognition of Choctaw
tribal government in Mississippi since 1830 when it
had been removed to Oklahoma.

PATERNALISM AND ASSIMILATION

In 1831, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court John
Marsnall wrote, in his opinion in Cherokee Nation vs.
Georgia, that the relationship of Indians to the United
States was that of *'a ward to his guardian.” As one of
the pieces of evidence, the cited Indians referring to
the President as their “great father.” This kind of
reasoning became the dominant attitude of the majority
culture toward Indians once they were no longer bat-
tlefieild opponents. Indians were seen as "children”
who were incapable of knowing what was best for
themselves and incapable of managing their own af-
fairs. Therefore, government officials and others who
saw themselves as “white fathers" would have to make
all the decisions in the best interests of the Indians. It
was an attitude of “paternalism.” What was believed to
be in the best interests of Indians was that they should
fit themselves completely into white society. This is
part of the “melting pot" theory—that this country is
composed of different peoples from different countries
having different cultures. In order for them to become
Americans, they would have to lose their differences.
In this way, they would become assimilated. For
Indians, the call for assimilation meant the loss of tribai
and ethnic identity.

For the Mississippi Choctaws, the call for assimilation
came from those who savy themselves as friends. After
taking Choctaw land and forcing them to become out-
casts and virtual slaves in their former homeland, some
Americans felt a sense of guilt. They felt they had a
responsibility to provide assistance But their aim was

not to restore tribal authority and identity. It was to
make Choctaws just like everyone else. in 1922, Con-
gressman William W. Venable of Mississippi stated that
aid to the Choctaws in his state was “due as 2 moral
obligation to help primitive people conform to white
man’s civilization.”

The government sponsored “colonization” plan was
meant to achieve this objective. As independent
farmers, Mississippi Choctaws would become like
other Americans. By providing economic aid, education
and health services, the plan did ease some of the suf-
fering. But the “colonization” plan did not fail because
the Choctaws could not manage their own affairs. It
failed because government officials did not understand
the difficulty of farming the small, poor, red-clay plots of
land they had purchased for the Choctaws.

In the 1930's, with the passage of the Indian
Reorganization Act, government methods were

modified, but the goal of guiding Choctaws toward -

assimilation continued. Attitudes of paternalism
remained. Government officials recognized that the
“colonization” plan of the preceding decade had failed
to end the sharecropping system. No viable economic
system had been found to replace it. Their solution for
the Choctaws was to substitute dependency on
government for dependency on the landiords. In a
report by the Choctaw Agency in 1936, it was recom-
mended that ‘‘government should take over the social
and economic role of the landlord and merchant class’
in order to end the sharecropping system.

Government action did lead to some improvements.
There were increased levels of economic aid. The

- educational system was strengthened, and health care

was improved. Additional land was purchased. A limited
form of tribal government was encouraged. In 1936,
Agency report recommended that a representative

noctaw government from the seven communities be
formed. Tribal government would serve as “clearing
houses for grievances . . . they colld function both as
advisory bodies to the agency for the drawing up of
programs and as executive bodies to carry them out.”
However, the report cautioned that “the position of
ultimate authority should be vested in the Superinten-
dent because “Choctaws are too illiterate, disorganiz-
ed, and culturally disintegrated and too unfamiliar with
the role of leadership in competitive society™ tn be able
to manage their own affairs.

But, government directed efforts to manage Choctaw
affairs showed some weaknesses. Ignoring the failures

during the “colonization” period, the 1936 Agency
report claimed that the raising of subsistence crops
such as corn, fruits, vegetables, hogs and fowls would
remove the Choctaws from the ‘‘corn-cotton complex”
and lead to economic seli-sufficiency. The report also
recommended that Choctaw education should be “of
the practical and industrial type.” “Academic education
is to be avoided as it will cause conflict with whites"
who would be hostile to Indians who would no longer
“know their place”. Finally, the report stated that Choc-
taws should be eased toward assimilation. “The pro-
cess of Americanization should be confined to certain
essentials of social organization, religion, economic life
and material culture technics . . . but in non-essential
matters it seems unnecessary and unimportant to
Americanize the Choctaw.” The report stated that there
was no sense in changing hair styles or clothing. “The
process of Choctaw identification with white society
should be left to assume its natural pace.”

In the 1950’s, the federal government became impa-
tient with its policy of gradual assimilation. Concerned
with the cost of government services, Congress rmoved
to “terminate” its relationship with Indian tribes as
quickly as possible, by selling tribal lands in some
areas. In other areas, a program to “relocate” Indians in
the big cities was begun. The goal was to speed
assimilation by breaking down tribal and cultural bonds
that were seen as hindering economic progress and
preventing Indians from becoming just like all other
citizens.

In Mississippi, the Choctaw Agency moved to imple-
ment the policy of relocation. Choctaws were en-
couraged to leave the reservation and relocate in the
major urban areas. The Agency hoped that, in time, it
could end its work among the Choctaws and turn over
its facilities to the state of Mississippi. For almost a
decade, Choctaws were moved to the cities. They left
with hopes for a better life. For the most part, they met
with disappointment. In the cities, they faced many of
the same problems they had experienced on the
reservation—poor housing, limited employment cp-
portunities, and discrimination. These problems were
compounded by the loss of family and friends as well as
government services that they had normally received
on the reservation. There were no special programs to
help them adjust to city life. The move to the city was
often a move from rural poverty to urban poverty. Many
found tnemselves rootless and disoriented in white
society. Many returned home to Mississippi. Some

3
BEST COPY AVAILABLE

El{llC 5% 29

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




RED WATER SCHOOL CHILDREN circa 1933. Reprinted by permns.
sion Choctaw Agency BIA.

Chactaws did adapt wel to city ife, and today Chicago, st Pt MY *W-ﬂ’ﬁ"i e

Dallas, and Los Angeles among other cities, have tribal ~ Gl X :, "“”f{' W"” .?:g*
members living there. Like so many other programs im- ﬁm& W K
posed by the federal government, the relocation pro-
gram was unsuccessful. It was all but abandoned in the X i )
1960’s when Indians, demands for self-determination - NF IR ; M;gkw@}g W“W"’
began to receive a receptive ear in Washington. g m,sw 3 el & ae;&m,m‘m
! i o T % ' qu{y M’“’ oA N;’ g
’ ™ bl i \A ’%ﬁ’lv %
SELF-DETERMINATION
In 1960, at the American Indian Chicago Con- 5 s - B
ference, tribal leaders from across the country ex- (o MWER w«wgw:. w&i‘w Maf .
pressed their determination to resist government ° Bf° Mnisag : MQ& 'é'fw W

policies aimed at breaking up ftribal groups. They
declared that Indians had the right to maintain an in-

’ 9 dependent social, cultural, and political existence
within the American system.
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f‘,;;’ 'PHILLIP MARTI

Phisip Martin, Tribal Chief Mississippi Band of Choctaw indians.
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Chief Martin at work with adminisirative staff.
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Chief Martin consults with Tribal Council members on an important
issue.
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With the continent gone, except for the few poor
parcels they st retain, the basis of kfe is
precariously heid, but they mean to hoid the
Scraps and parcels as earnestly as any small na-
tion or ethnic group was ever determined to hoid
to identity and survival.

And in Washington, beginning with the Kennedy Ad-
ministration, a new attitude toward Indian people and
Indian culture began to emerge. it would lead to a
series of programs that would aim to improve the quality
of reservation life through strong tribal government.
The best features of the indian Reorganization Act of
the 1930's would be emphasized in education, voca-
tional training, housing and economic development.
The new feature of these programs was indian involve-
ment in the process of policy making. Realizing that
programs forced on indian tribes would only repeat the
failures of the past, government leaders acknowledged
for the first time the right of tribal people to decide for
themselves what should be done and how it should be
done. Self-determination for indian people began to
emerge as the policy of the federal government.

This policy was strengthened under President Lyn-
don Johnson who stated, “We must affirm the right of
the first Americans to remain Indians while exercising
their rights as Americans. We must affirm their rights to
freedom of choice and self-determination.” Johnson’s
“Great Society” released funds for programs in sotial
services, health, and education that were targeted to
the general population and not specifically toward
Indians. As a result, they were under the control of
agencies other than the Department of the Interior. This
resulted in a relaxation of the government's managerial
function, especially with regard to financial affairs.

In 1964, during the Capital Conference on Indian
Poverty, it was announced that anti-poverty funds
channeled through the Office of Economic Opportunity
would be available to tribes. Indian tribes could suggest
programs to the OEO and once funds had been approv-
ed, the tribes could run the programs themselves. it
was the first time that Indians had been given the full
responsibility for the management of funds on reserva-
tions without the supervision of the Indian agents. it
was hoped that the programs would be successful
because the programs would be the ones the indians
wanted and planned according to their needs as they
saw them.

In 1966, Robert L. Bennett, an Oneida Indian from
Wisconsin was appointed Commissioner of the Bureau

LRIC 65."

munity Development Committee

of Indian Affairs. Commissioner Bennett stated that the
Bureau should no longer be “the sole source of funds
and technical resources for Indian assistance. Its func:
tion should be shifting from one of exclusive respon-
sibility for Indians to the role of ‘finder’ and ‘coordinator’
of other sources of aid.” The role of the Bureau began
to change from one of paternalistically imposing pro-
grams and policies on indians, to encouraging self-
determination and strong tribal governments.

President Richard Nixon continued the federal
government's new commitment to indian self- deter-
mination. In 1970, he stated,

It Is long past time that the Indian policies of the
Federal government began to recognize and
build upon the capacities and insights of the
Indian people. Both as a matter of justice and as a

33

Mattie Wills, Representative from Red Water and Chair of the Com-

M

matter of enlightened social policy, we must
begin to act on the basis of what the Indians have
long been telling us. The time has come to break
decisively with the past and to create the condi-
tions for a new era in which the Indian future is
determined by Indian acts and Indian decisions.

In 1978, Congress moved to support the principles
of free choice with the passage of the Indicn Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act. This
legislation provided a formula for the transfer of power
from the bureaucravy « the Inuian people themselves.
It allowed tribal governments to contract for the delivery
of services. Federal funds could now be given directly
to tribal governments and they would have the respon-
sibility for spending those funds. Tribal governments
could now make decisions on which programs they

66
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wanted and how these programs would be managed.
Tribal governments bagan to move toward the goal of
setf-sufficiency so that they might take part in the
American dream in their own way.

TRIBAL GOVERNMENT-ADVOCACY AND
INTIATIVE

in 1959, a delegation from the Mississippi Band of
Choctaw Indians traveled to Washington on the first of-
ficial visit of tribal government leaders to the nation's
capital in almost 130 years. They established contact
with Congressional-leaders and government officials.
They informed these officials of the unmet needs of the
Choctaw people. They explained the lack of adequate
educational opportunities on the reservation beyond
the primary years. They informed them of the
segregated school system in the state of Mississippi
that would not accept Choctaws. To complete high
school, Choctaw students had to be sent away to
boarding schools in Qklahoma, Kansas, or North
Carolina. As a result, few Choctaws were completing
high school. Tribal leaders pointed out that Indians
were the only American citizens forced to travel such
long distances for basic educational services.

The delegation returned to Washington many times.
They knew that those who were supposed to represeni
their interests, especially within the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, had no plans to establish a high school on the
reservation. They felt that the only way io improve the
situation was for tribal government leaders to take the
initiative and become advocates for the tribe. They met
with Congressional leaders and testified before com-
mittees of Congress for several years. Finally, funds
were appropriated for the construction of Choctaw
Central High School. Construction was completed in
1963.

Tribal government became directly involved.in plan-
ning for the new school and when it became fully opera-
tional, it offered a full range of academic programs,
electives, and a wide array of extracurricular activities.

The success of this effort indicated that their tribal
government was the most effective advocate for the
Choctaws. It demonstrated that tribal government in-

e itiative could achieve positive results.

6 7 CHOCTAW CENTRAL SCHOOL houses preschool through tweltth grades. -
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Calvin J. lsanc, Principal Choctaw Central High School.
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Another major initiative of tribal government was
directed toward the improvement of heaith conditions
on the reservation. Poor housing and sanitation were
causing infectious and communicable diseases such as
pneumonia and influenza to reach epidemic propor-
tions. Death from these diseases among Choctaws was
twice the national average. Infant deaths were more
than seven times the national average.

in 1826, an indian hospital had been established in
the city of Philadeiphia. When it was built, the Choctaw
population was about 1,300. By the 1960's, the
population had almost tripled. It was clear to the
Choctaw community that this facility was inadequate to
meet the health needs of the people. The community
felt that since local hospitals often refused to treat
Choctaw patients and. the existing hospital had been

. condemned by the State in the 1940’'s, a new, com-

prehensive heaith care faciity was needed on the reser-
vation.

Meeting the health needs of the Choctaw people
became a top priority of Tribal Council. Tribal govern-
ment adopted resolutions requesting the allocation of
funds for the construction of a hospital. Tribal leaders
weii o vvashington to talk to federal and state officials.
They testified before committees of the Congress.
After several years of direct advocacy by tribal govern-
ment, Congress appropriated funds for the construc-
tion of the Choctaw Health Center. Completed in 1975,
the Health Center has been recognized as one of the
finest health care facilities in the state.

But, government leaders realized that meeting the
health needs of the tribe would not be achieved only by
building a new health center. Attention needed to be
directed toward improving the conditions of poverty
that were the main cause of health problems. A 1965
report by HEW stated, “The Choctaws in Mississippi
are one of the most destitute tribes in the nation today .
. .The healith status of this group is largely related to its
low income and inadequate housing."

In 1965, Tribal Council adopted a resolution approv-
ing an application to the Office of Economic
Opportunity for a planning grant of $15,000. The
Council used that grant to initiate plans for a series, of
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The CHOCTAW MEDICAL CENTER where Wribal and indian Health Ser-
vice programe worlk together 10 provide services.

Home near completion constructed by Chahta Development Company.
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major improvements. Approval of the plan by the
Federal Government led to an $8 million program of
development on the Choctaw reservation. Homes,
community centers, educational facilities, recreational
areas, and access roads were built. There were im-
provements in water and sanitation. The program
boosted the reservation economy by providing jobs for
almost 500 Choctaws, as well as on-the-job training
opportunities for many more.

The success of these fribal initiatives marked a turn-
ing point in the struggle for self-determination. Through
tribal government, the community had been able to ex-
press its needs, determine its priorities, and establish
its own programs.

Many Choctaws now work as service providers in the Modical Center.
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TRIBAL COUNCIL IN SESSION
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TRIBAL COUNCIL IN SESSION

TRIBAL GOVERNMENT R=(RGANIZATION

The growing complexity of tibal government as it
began to initiate and operate multi-million dollar pro-
grams, as well the improved status of government
under the Indian Self-Determination Act, revealed
several weaknesses in the 1945 structure of govern-
ment. As a result, a revised Constitution and Bylaws
was proposed by Council, ratified by majority vote of
the tribe and put into effectin 1975,

The new Constitution more clearly separates the
government into executive and legislative branches.
The office of Chairman of the Tribal Council was
changed to that of Tribal Chief. The Chairman had been
appointed by Council every two years. The Chief is
now elected by majority vote of tribal members to a four
year term. The new structure establishes the Chief as
the principal executive officer of the tribe and as head
of the executive branch of tribal government. Under the
Constitution, the Chief has the power to negotiate con-
tracts, to administer the operation of tribal government,
to prepare budgets and financial reports, and to preside
over the meetings of Council. Actions by the Chief,
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Mes. Dbxon discusses patient care with hospital staff.
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Me. Dixon discusses the situation at the Choctaw Medical Center with
Binh Nguyen, Hospital Administrator.

however, must be presented to Council for final ap-
proval. The establishment of the office of Chief
strengthened the executive function of tribal govern-
ment. it was also an act of self-determination as the of-
fice of Chief had been abolished and prohibited under
state law in the 1830's. ’

The new Constitution aiso extended the term of
. Councll, members from two to four years, with half the

- Council up for re-election every two years. To aliow the
Council to gain greater expertise in legislative decision-
making, a system of seven committees was later
established—health, economic development, budget
and finance, community development, and judicial af-
fairs and law enforcement. Each Council member is ap-
pointed to one of the committees. A committee chair-
man, elected by Council, heads each committee.

Under the new Constitution, tribai government was

-

41

strengthened. The longer terms of office aliows for
" greater continuity in the direction of tribal policy. The

Committes System aows elected representatives to
carefully study proposals before they are brought to a
vote by the full Council. Committee members can gain
in-depth knowledge of specific problem areas. This in-
sures that decisions by tribal government are well in-
formed and that no one individual dominates govern-
ment.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Tribal government leaders realized that with
unemployment on the reservation approaching 80% in
the 1960’s, the goal of self-determination would not be
accomplished without the economic self-sufficiency of
the tribe. Tribal Council, therefore, decided to initiate a
program capable of handling heavy truck traffic. In
1978, the park was expanded to 80 acres and with

- seed money from Chata Development, an industrial

building was constructed. Negotiations by tribal leaders
to locate business and industry in the park had suc-
ceeded and in 1979, Tribal Council approved the
charter for Chahta Enterprise as a tribally owned enter-
prise. A dedicated supplier to the Packard Electric,
Division of General Motors, Chata Enterprise produces
wire harness assemblies for Chevrolet pick-up trucks
and Buick LaSabres. The Enterprise has a work force
of 200 employees, 75% of them Choctaws. It has
gained a reputation for quality with the lowest rejection
rate of any of Packard's dedicated suppliers in

- Mississippi.

Andin 1981, after nearly ten years of negotiations, a
contract between the American Greetings Corporation
and another tribally owned business, Choctaw
Greetings Enterprise, was signed to hand finish quality
greeting cards. Currently employing 250 people,
Choctaw Greetings has become the thirc largest
greetings plant in the world.

Building upon the success of Chahta Development,
Chata Enterprise and Choctaw Greetings, the Tribal
Council has approved plans for the construction of a
plant capable of manufacturing wire, cable, and circuits
on a competitive bid basis. The plan is expected to
become operational in 1983, opening an additional
200 positions for tribal members. Also planned is a
shopping center and a tourist complex. Individual tribal
members are being encouraged to begin small
businesses. n§2
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reservation, the tribal goal of self-sufficiency has taken
on new meening with the opening of the new wire and
cable operation, the tribe has the potential of becoming
one of the largest employers in the local area. It will be
the achievement of a sophisticated and stable govern-
ment and a hard working people. It is a record that may
serve as a model for the economic development of
other Indian tribes.
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Through the creation of private-sector jobs on the

42

Beasiey Denson, Reprasentative from Standing Pine, Tribal Secratary
and Chair of the Finance and Budget Committee at work in his office.
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Choclaw workers assembiing wire hamesses.
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Choctaw Grestings Enterprise on the Choctaw Reservation.
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APPENDIX 1

TREATY WITH THE CHOCTAW, 1788.

Articles of & lrealy concluded at Hopewel, on the Keowee, near
Seneca Okd Town, between Benjamin Hawkins, Andrew Pickens and
Joseph Martin, cammissioners Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America, of the one part; and Yockonahoma, great Medal Chief of
Soonacoha; Yockehoopoie, leading chief of Bugtoogoloo;
Mingohoopoile, leading Chief of Hashooqus; Tobocoh, great Medal
Chist of Congetoo; Pooshemastubie, Gorget Captain of Senayazo; and
thirtesn small Medel Chiefs of the first Cless. twelve Medal and Gorget
Capleins, Commissioners Plenipotentiary of all the Choctaw Nation, of
the other part.

The Commissioners Plenipotentiary of the United States of America
give peace to all the Chocataw nation, and receive them into the favor
and protection fo the United States of America, on the foklowing condi-
tions:

ARTICLE!.

The Commissioners Plenipotentiary of all the Choctaw nation, shalf
restore alt the prisoners, citizens of the United States, or subjects of
their alies, to their entire lberty, if any there be in the Choctaw nation,
They shalt alec restore all the negroes, and all other property taken dur-
ing the late war, from the citizens, to such person, and at such time and
place as the Commissioners of the United States of America shali ap-
point, if any there be in the Choctaw nation.

ARTICLE L.

The Commissioners Plenipotentiary of all the Choctaw nation, do
hereby ackncwiedge the tribes and towns of the said nation, and the
lands within the boundary allotted to the said Indians to live and hunt on,
as mention. «d in the third articie, to be under the protection of the
United State.' of America, and of no other sovereign whosoever.

ARTICLE il

The boundary of the lands hareby allotted to the Choctaw nation to
lve and hunt on, within the imits of the United States of America, is and
shell be the following, viz. Beginning at a point on the thirty-first degree
of north latitude, where the Eastern boundary of the Natches district
shell touch the same; thance east along the said thirty.first degree of
north latitude, being the southermn boundary of the United States of
America, until it shell strike the eastern boundary of the lands on which
the indisne of the said nation did live and hunt on the twenty-ninth
November, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, while they
were under the protection fo the King of Great-Britain; thence northerly
along the said sastern boundary, until it shall meet the northern boun-
dary, until it shall meset the western boundary thereof; thence southerly
along the same 10 the beginning: saving and reserving for the establish:
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ment of trading posta, three tracta or parcels of land of six miles square
each, at such piaces as the United |States] in Congress assembled
shall think proper; which posts, and the lands annexed to them, shall be
to the use and under the government of the United States of America.

ARTICLEIV.

it any citizen of the United States, or other person not being an
Indian, shall attempt to settie on any of the lands hereby allotted to the
indians to live and hunt on, such person shall forfeit the protection of
the United States of America, and the indians may punish him or not as
they please.

ARTICLEV.

It any indian or indians, or persons, residing among them, or who
sha! take refuge in their nation, shall commit a robbery or murder or
other capital crime on any citizen of the United States of America, or
person under their protection, the tribe to which such offender may
belong, or the nation, shall be bound to deliver him or them up to by
punished according to the ordinances of the United States in Congress
assembied: Provided, that the punishment shall not be greater than if
the robbery or murder, or other capital crime, had been committed by a
citizenon a citizen.

ARTICLE VI.

it any citizen of the United States of America, or person under their
protection, shall commit a robbery or murder, or other capital crime, on
any Indian, such offender or offenders shalt be punished in the same
manner as if the robbery or murder, or other capitat crime, had been
committed on a citizen of the United States of America; and the punish-
ment shait be in presence of some of the Choctaws, if any will attend at
the time and place; and that they may have an opportunity so to do, due
notice, if practicable, of the time of such intended punishment, shall be
sent to some one of the tribes.

ARTICLE VH.

It is understood that the punishment of the innocent, under the idea
of retakiation, is unjust, and shall not be practiced on either side, except
where there is a manifest violation of this treaty; and then it shal be
preceded, frst by a demand of justice, and if refused, then by a
declaration of hostilities.

ARTICLE Vill.

For the benetit and comfort of the Indians, and for the prevention of
injuriet or oppressions on the part of the citizens or Indians, the United
States in Congrass assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right
of regulating the trade with the Indians, and managing all their affairs in
such man ‘er as they think proper.

ARTICLEIX.

Untit the pleasure of Congress be known, respecting the eighth arti-
cle, all traders, citizens of the United States of America, shall have fber-
ty to go to any of the tribes or towns of the Choctaws, to trade with
them, and they shalil be protected in their persons and property, and
kindly treated.

ARTICLEX.

The said Indians shall give notice to the citizens of the United States
of America, of any designs which they may know or suspect tobe form-
ed in any neighboring tribe, or by any person whosoever, against the
peace, trade or interest of the United States of America.

ARTICLE X1

The hatchet shail be forever buried, and the peace given by the
United States of America, and friendship re-established between the
said states on the one part, and all the Choctaw nation on the other
part, shall be universal; and the contracting parties shall use their ut-
most endeavors to maintain the peace given as aforesaid, and friend-
ship re-established.

In witness of all and every thing herein determined, between the
United States of America and all the Choctaws, we, their underwritten
commissioners, by virtue of our full powers, have signed this definitive
treaty, and have caused our seals {0 be hereunto affixed.

Done at Hopewell, on the Keowee, this third day of January, in the
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six.

Benjamin Hawkins, [L.S.) Yockenshoma, his x mark, IL.S]
Andrew Pickens. [L.S.] Yockehoopoie, his x mark, ILS)
Jos. Mwrtin, [L.S.] Mingohoopoie, hierx mavk, IL.S)]
Tobocoh, his xmark, [L.S.] Cshecoopoohoomoch, hiexmak, {L.S ]

Pooshemastuby, his x mark [L.S.] Stonakoohoopoie, his x mark IL.S]
Tuscoonoohoopoie, hie x mark. [L.S.| Tushkoheegohta, his x mark, [L.s)

Shinshemastuby, his x mark, [L.S.] Pooshonaliis, his x mark, IL.S]
‘Yoopahoorma, his x mark, {L.S.] Okanconnooba, his x mark, [L.S}
Stoonokoohoopoie, his x mark, (L. S.] Autoonachuba, his x mark, fL.S.)
Tehakuhbay, his x mark, [L.S.] Pangehooloch, his x mark, [L.s]
Pooshemastuby, his x mark, iL.S.] Steabee, his xmark, IL.S}
Tuskkahoomoih, his x mark, [L.S.] Teneichenna, his x mark, [L.S]
Tushkshoomock, e xmark,  {L.S.] Tushkementshock, hisxmark,  [L.S ]
‘Yoostenochia, his x mark, {L.S.] Tushtaay, his x mark, [L.S}
Tootehooma, his x mark, {L.S.j Cshnasngchabba, his x mark, [L.S)]
Toobenohoomoch, hie xmark, [L.S.] Cunnopoie, hie x mark, iL.S.]
Witness:

wm. Blount,

John Woods,

Saml. Taylor,

Robert Anderson,

Benj. Lawrence,

John Pitchlynn,

James Cole,

interpreters.
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TREATY WITH THE CHOCTAW, 1801.

A treaty of friendship, limits and accommodation between the United
States of America and the Choctaw nation of Iindians

Thomas Jefferson, President of the United States of America, by
James Wilkinson, of the stzte of Maryland, Brigadier-General in the
army of the United States, Benjamin Hawkins, of North Carolfina, and
Andrew Pickens, of South Carolina, commissioners plenipotentiary of
the United States on the one part, and the Mingos, principat men and
warriors of the Choctaw nation. representing the said nation in council
assembled, on the other part, have entered into the following articles
and conditions, viz:

ART. I, Whereas the United States in Congress assembled, did by
therr commissioners Plenipotentiary, Benjamin Hawkins, Andrew
Pickens, and Joseph Martin, at a treaty heid with the chiets and head
men of the Choctaw nation at Hopeweli, on the Keowe, the third day of
January, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-six, give peace to the said nation, ,and receive it into the favor
and protection of the United States of America; it is agreed by the par-
ties to these presents respectively, that the Choctaw nation, or such
part of is as may reside within the limits of the United States, shall be
and continue under the care and protection fo the said States; and that
the mutuat confidence and friendship which are hereby acknowledged
to subsist betw sn the contracting parties shall be maintained and
perpetuated.

ART. Hi. The Mingos principal men and warriors of the Choctaw nation
of Indians, do hereby give their free consent, that a convenient and
durable wagon way may be explored, marked, opened and made under
the orders and instructions of the President of the United States,
through their iands to commence at the northern extremity of the set-
tiements of the Mississippi Territory, and to be extended from thence,
by such route as may be selected and surveyed under the authority of
the President of the United States, until it shail strike the lands claimed
by the Chickasaw nation; and the same shail be and continue for ever, a
highway for the citizens of the United States and the Choctaws; and the
said Choctaws shalt nominate two discreet men from their nation, who
may be employed as assistants, guides or pilots, during the time of lay-
ing out and op¥ning the said high-way, or so long as may be deemed
expedient, under the direction of the officer charged with this duty,
who shall receive a reasonable compensation for their services.

ART, Ili. The two contracting parties covenant and agree that the oid
line of demarkation heretofore established by and between the officers
of his Britannic Majesty and the Choctaw nation, which runs in a paralfel
direction with the Mississippi river and eastward thereof, shall be
retraced and plainly marked, in such way and manner as the President
may direc?, in the presence of two persons to be appointed by the said
nation; and that the said line shali be the boundary between the set.
tiements of the Mississippi Territory and the Choctaw nation. And the
said nation does by these presents relinquish to the United States and
quit claim for ever, all their right, title and pretension to the land lying
between the said line and the Mississippi river, bounded south by the
thirty-first degree of north tatitude, and north by the Yazoo river, where
the said line shall strike the same; and on the part of the commis-
sioners, it is agreed that all persons who may be settled beyond this
line, shakt be removed within it, on the side towards the Mississippi,
together with their slaves, househoid furniture, tools, materials and
stock, and that the cabins or houses grected by such persons shall be
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ART. IV. The President of the United States may, at his discretion,
proceed to execute the second article of this treaty; and the third arti-
cle shall be carried into effect as soon as may be convenient to the
government of the United States, and without unneccessary detay on
the one part or the other, or which the President shall be the judge; the
Choctaws to be seasonably advised, by order of the President of the
United States, of the time when, and the place where, the re-survey
and re-marking of the oid line referred to in the preceding article, will be
commenced.

ART. V. The commissioners of the United States, for and in con
sideration of the foregoing concessions on the part of the Choctaw na-
tion, and in full satistaction for the same, do give and deliver to the
Mingos, chiefs and warriors of the said nation, at the signing of these
presents, the value of two thousand dollars in goods andmerchandise,
net cost of Philadeiphia, the receipt whereot is hereby acknowledged;
and they further engage to give three sets of blacksmith's tools to the
said nation.

ART. VI. This treaty shall take effect and be obligatory on the con-
tracting parties, so soon as the same shall be ratified by the President
of the United States of America, by and with the advice and consent of
the Genate thereof.

In testimony whereof, the commissioners plenipotentiary of the
United States, and the Mingos, principal men, and warriors, of the
Choctaw nation, have hereto subscribed their names and affixed their
seals, at Fort Adams, on the Mississippi, this seventeenth day of
December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
one, and of the Independence of the United States the twenty-sixth.

James Witkinson, [L.S.] ShappaHomo, his x mark, IL.S)
Benjamin Hawkins, IL.S.] HiupaHomo, his x mark, L.S)
Andrew Pickens, [L.S.] IHataka Hom" %is x mavk, [L.S.)
Tuskona Hopoia, his x mark, [L.S.] Hoche Homo, nis x mark, L.S.)
Toota Homo, his x mark, [L.S.] TuspenaChasbe, his xmark, L.S)
Mingo Hom Massatubby, his x Muclusha Hopoia, his x mark, {L.S]

mark, [L.S.] Capputanne Thiucco, hisxmark, (.S,
QOak Shumme, his x mark, [L.S.] RobertMcClure, his x mark, L.S.]
Mingo Pooscoos. his x mark, [L.S.] PooshaHomo, his x mark, L.S}
Buckshun Nubby, his xmark,  {L.S.}] BakaLubbe, his x mark, LS}

Witnesses present:

Alexander Macomb, jun. secretary to
the commission,

John McKee, deputy superinten-
dent, and agent to the Choctaws,

Henry Gaither, Heutenant colonet,
commandant,

John H. Brull, major, Second Regi-
ment Infantry,

Bw. Shaumburgh, captain, Second
Regiment Infantry,

Frans. Jones, Assistant Quarter-
master General,

Benjamin Witkinson, Heutenant and
paymaster. Third United States

. Regiment,

J. B. Walbach, aid-de.camp to the
commanding general,

J, Wilson, keutenant, Third Regiment
infantry,

Samuel Jeton, Keutenant, Second
Regiment of Artillery and
Engineers,

John F. Carmichael, swgeon, Third
Regiment United States Army.

TREATY WITH THE CHOCTAW, 1802.

A provisional convention entered into arnd made by brigadier general
James Wilkinson, of the state of Maryland, commissioner for holding
conferences with the indians south of the Ohio River, in behalf of the
United States, on the one par!, and the whole Choctaw nation, by their
chiefs, head men, and principal warriors, on the other part.

Preamble. For the mutual accommodation of the parties, and to
perpetuate that concord and friendship, which so happily subsists bet-
vieen them, they do hereby freely, voluntarily, and without constraint,
covenant and agree,

ART. . That the President of the United States may, at his discretion,
by a commissioner or commissioners, to be appointed by him, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States,
retrace, connect, and plainly remark the oid line of iimits, estabiished by
and between his Britannic majesty and the said Choctaw nation, which
begins on the left bank of the Chickasawhay river and runs thence in an
easterly direction to the right bank of the Tombigby river, terminating on
the same, at a biuff weil known by the name of Hach-a-Tig-geby, but it
is to be clearly understood, that two commissioners, to be appointed by
the said nation, from their own body, are to attend the commissioner or
commissioners of the United States, who may be appointed to rerform
this service, for which purpose the said Choctaw nation shall be
seasonably advised by the President of the United States, of the par-
ticular period at which the operation may be commenced, and the said
Choctaw commissioners shall be subsisied .,y the United States, so
long as they may be engaged on this business, anid paid for their ser-
vices, during the said term, at the rate of one dollar per day.

ART. il. The said line, when thus remarked and re-established, shall
torm the boundary between the United States and the said Choctaw na-
tion, in that quarter, and the said Choctaw nation, for, and in considera-
tion of one doilar, to them in hand paid by the said United States, the
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, do hereby release to the said
United States, and quit claim for ever, to ali that tract of iand whichis in-
cluded by the beforenamed line on the north, by the Chickasawhay
river on the west, by the Tombigbee and the Mobile rivers on the east,
and by the boundary of the United States on the south.

ART. #§. The chiets, head men, and warriors, of the said Choctaw na-
tion, do hereby constitute, authorise and appoint, the chiefs and head
men of the upper towns of the said nation, to make such alteration in
the old boundary line near the mouth of the Yazoo river, as may be
tound convenient, and may be done without injury to the said nation.

ART Iv. This convention shall take effect and become obligatory on
the contracting parties as soon as the President of the United States,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall have ratified the
same.

In testimony whereof, the parties have hereunto set their hands and
affixed their seals, at Fort Confederation, on the Tombigbee, in the
Choctaw country, this 17th day of October, in the year of our Lord, one
thousand eight hundred and two, and of the independence of the
United States the twenty -seventh.

James Wikinson, IL.S)
in behalf of the lower towns and Chicasawhay:

Tuskona Hoopoia, his x mark. L.S.]

Mingo Pooskoos, his x mark, L-S

Mingo Pooskoos, 2nd his x mark, L.S)

Poosha Mattahay, his x mark. [L.S))
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in behat of the upper towne:
Osk Chummy, his x mark,
Tuskee Maiab, his x mark,

in beheit of the six lowns and iower town:
Lataishomeh, his x mark,
Mookiahoosoooieh, his x mark,
Mingo Hom Astubby, his x mark,
Tuskahomah, his x mark,

T
ponn on

FEFE

Witnesses present:
Silas Dinsmoor, Agent to the Choctaws,
John Pitchlynn,
Turner Brashears,
Peter H, Naisaiis,
John Long,
Interpreters.

TREATY WiTH THE CHOCTAW, 1803.
To whom these presents shal come,

Know Ye, That the undersigned, commissioners plenipotentiary of
the United States of America, of the one part, and of the whole Choc-
taw nation of the other part, being duly authorised by the President of
the United States, and by the chiefs and headme~ of the said nation, do
hereby eatablish in conformity to the convention of Fort Confederation,
for the kne of demarkation recognized in the said convention, the
following metes and bounds, viz: Beginning in the channel of the Hat-
chee Comesa, or Wax river, at the point where the line of limits, bet-
ween the United States and Spain crosseth the same, thence up the
channel of said river to the confluence of the Chickasaw-Hay and
Buckhatannee rivers, thence up the channel of the Buckhatannee to
Bogue Hooma or Red creek, thence up the said creek to a Pine iree
standing on the left bank of the same, and blazed on two of its sides,
about tweive links southwest of an oid trading path, leading from the
town of Mobile to the Hewanee towns, much worn, but notin use at the
present time:—From this free we find the following bearings and
distancea, viz: south fifty four degrees thrity minutes, west, one chain,
one link a bieck gum, north thirty nine minutes, west, one chain, five
tinks to a water oak thence with the old British kine of partition in its
various inflections, to a Mulberry poat, planted on the right bank of the
main branch of Sintee Bogue or Snake creek, where it makes a sharp
turn to the southeast, a large broken top Cypress-tree standing near
the opposite bank of the creek, which is about three poles wide, thence
down the said creek to the Tombigbee river, thence down the Tom-
bighee and Mobile rivers, to the above mentioned kine of limits between
the United States and Spain, and with the same to the point of beginn.
ing: And we, the said commissioners plenipotentiary, do ratify and con-
firm the said line of demarkation, and do recognize and acknowledge
the same to be the boundary which shall separate and distinguish the
land ceded to the United States, batween the Tombigbee, Mobile and
Pascagola rivers, from that which has not been ceded by the said
Choctaw nation.

In testimony whereof, we hereunto affix our hands and seals, this
thirty-first day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and three, to triplicates of this tenor and date. Done at Hoe-
Buckin-too-pa, the day and year above written, and in the twenty:
aeventh year of the independence of the United States.

Q
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James Wikinson, iL.S.}
Mingo Pooscoos, his x mark, IL.S.]
Alatala Hooma, his x mark, [L.S.]

Witnesses present:
Young Gains, interpreter,
John Bowyer, captain Second United States Regiment,
Joseph Chambers, United States factor.

We the commissioners of the Choctaw nation, duly appointed and the
chiefs of the ssid nation who reside on the Tombigbee river, next to
Sintee Bogue, do acknowiedge to have received from the United
States of America, by the hands of Brigadier General James Wilkinson,
s a consideration in full for the confirmation of the above concession,
the folowiing articies, viz: fifteen pieces of strouds, three rifies, one
hundred and fifty blankets, two hundred and fifty pounds of powder,
{ ¥0 hundred and fifty pounds of lead, one bridle, one man's saddie, and
one black silk handkerchief,

Mingo Pooscoos, his x mark, iL.S.}
Alatala Hooma, his x mark, L.S.}
Commissioners of the Choctaw nation.
Pio Mingo, his x mark, IL.S.]
Pasa Mastubby Mingo, his x mark, IL.S.]
"Tappena Oakchia, his x mark, L.S.]
Tuskenung Cooche, his x mark, L. S.]
Cussoonuckchia, his x mark, [L.S.]
Pushapia, his x mark, IL.S.)

Chiefs residing on the Tombigbee near to St.
Stephens.

Witnesses present.
Young Gains, interpreter,
John Bowyer, Captain Second United States Regiment,
Joseph Chambers, United States factor.

TREATY WITH THE CHOCTAW, 1805.

A Trealy of Limits between the United States of America and the
Choktaw Nation of Indians.

Thomas Jefferson, President of the United States of America, by
James Robertson, of Tennessee, and Silas Dinsmoor, or New Hamp-
shire, agent of the United States to the Choktaws, commissioners
plenipotentiary of the United States, on the one part, and the Mingoes,
Chiefs and warriors of the Choktaw nation of Indians, in council
assembiled on the other part, have entered into the following agree-
ment, viz;

ARTICLE (. The Mingoes, chiefs, and warriors of the Choktaw nation
of indians in behalf of themselves, and the said nation, do by these
presents cede to the United States of America, all the lands to which
they now have or ever had claim, lying to the right of the following lines,
to say. Beginning at a branch of the Humacheeto where the same is in-
tersected by the present Choktaw boundary, and also by the path
leading from Natchez to the county of Washington, usually caled
M'Clarey’s peth, thence eastwardly along M'Clarey’s path, to the east
or left bank of Peari river, thence on such a direct line as wouid touch
the lower end of a bluff on the left bank of Chickasawhay river the first

above the Hiyoowannee towns, caked Broken Bluff, to a point within
four miles of the Broken Bluff, thence in a direct line nearly parallel with
the river to a point whence an east line of four miles in iength will in-
tersect the river beiow the iowest settiement at present occupied and
improved in the Hiyoowannee town, thence still east four miles, thence
in a direct line nearly paraliel with the river to a point on a fine to be run
from the lower end of the Broken bluff to Faluktabunnee on the Tom-
bigbee river four miles from the Broken Bluft, thence aiong the said line
to Faluktabunnee, thence east to the boundary between the Creeks
and Choktaws on the ridge dividing the waters running into the Alabama
from those running into Tombigbee, thence southwardly aiong the said
ridge and boundary to the southern point of the Choktaw claim. Reserv-
ing a tract of two miles square run on meridians and paralieis so as to in-
clude the houses and improvements in the town of Fuketcheepoonta,
and reserving aiso a tract of five thousand one hundred and twenty
acres, beginning at a post on the left bank of Tombigbee river opposite
the lower end of Hatchatigbee Bluff, thence ascending the river four
miles front and two back one half, for the use of Alzira, the other half for
the use of Sophia, daughters of Samuel Mitchel, by Molly, a Choktaw
woman. The latter reserve to be <ubject to the same laws and regula-
tions as may be established in the circumjacent country; and the said
Mingoes of the Choktaws, request that the government of the United
States may confirm the title of this reserve in the said Alzira and Sophia.

ART. ii. For and in consideration of the foregoing cession on the part
of the Choktaw nation, and in full satisfaction for the same, the commis-
sioners of the United States, do hereby covenant, and agree with the
said nation in behalf of the United States, that the said States shall pay
to the said nation fitty thousand five hundred dolars, for the following
purposes, to wit:

Forty eight thousand dollars to enable the Mingoes to discharge the
dabt due to their merchants and traders; and also to pay for the
depredations committed on stock, and 2ther property by evil disposed
persons of the said Choktaw nation; two thousand five hundred doflars
to be paid to John Pitrhiynn, to compensate him for certaln losses sus-
tained in the Choktaw country, and a grateful testimonial of the nation's
esteem. And the said States shall also pay annually to the said
Choktaws, for the use of the nation, three thousand dolars in such
goods (at neat cost of Philadelphia) as the Mingoes may choose, they
giving at least one year’s notice of such choice.

ART. ilt. The commissioners of the United States, on the part of the
said States, engage to give to each of the three great Medat Mingoes,
Pukshnubbee-Mingo, Hoomastubbee, and Pooshamattaha, five hun-
dred dolars in consideration of past services in their nation, and also to
pay to each of them an annuity of one hundred and fifty do#ars during
their continuance in office. it is perfectly understood, that neither of
those great Medal Mingoes is to share any part of the general annuity of
the nation.

ART. V. The Mingoes, chiefs, and warrlors of the Choktaws, certify
that a tract of land not exceeding fifteen hundred acres, situated bet-
ween the Tombigbee river and Jackson's creek, the front or river line
extending down the river from a blazed white oak standing on the left
bank of the Tombigbee near the head of the shoal, next above
Hobukentoopa, and claimed by John McGrew was in fact granted to
the said M'Grew by Opiomingo Hesnitta, and others, many years ago,
and they respectfully request the government of the United States to
establish the claim of the said M'Grew to the said fifteen hundred acres.

ART. V. The two contracting parties covenant and agree that the
boundary as described in the second [first] article shall be ascertained
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and plainly mark-d, in such way and manner as the President of the
United States may direct, in the presence of three persons to be ap-
pointed by the said nation; one from each of the great medal districts,
each of whom shall receive for this service two dollars per day during
his actual attendance, and the Choktaws shall have due and
seasonable notice of the place where, and time when, the operation
shall commence .

" ART, Vi. The lease granted for establishments on the roads leading
through the Choktaw country, is hereby confirmed in all its conditions,
and, except in the alteration of boundary, nothing in this instrument
shall affect or change any of the pre-existing obligations of the contrac-
ting parties.

ART. Vil. This treaty shall iake effect and become reciprocally
obligatory so soon as the same shall have been ratified by the President
of the United States of America, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate of the United States.

Done on Mount Dexter, in Pooshapukanuk, in the Choctaw country,
this sixteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and five, and of the independence of the United States of
America the thirtieth.

Commissioners: John Carnes. his x mark. LS}
James Robertson. iL S} Tooteehooma. his x mark, iLS]
Silas Dinsmoor. iL S| Hoosheehooma. his x mark. [L S}

Great Medal Mingos Tootuhooma. 2d, his x mark. {L S}
Puskshunnubbee. his xmark. {L S ] GeorgeJames, his x mark, LS}
Mingo Hoomastubbee. Robert McClure. his x mark, LS}

his x mark. [L 8] Tuskeamingo. his x mark. iL.S}
Pooshamattaha. his x mark. iL S] Hattukubbeehooluhta.

Chiets and warrniors his x mark. LS}
Qokchummee. his x mark. L S] Fishoommastubbee.

Tuskamiubbee. his x mark, LS} his x mark. LS}
James Perry his x mark. {L S] Anoguaah, his x mark, ILS}
LeviPerry. his x mark. {L S{ LewisLucas. his x mark. iLS]
Isaac Perry. his x mark. {L 8] James Pitchlynn, his x markfL S]
Wilam Turnbutl. {L S| PansheeEenanhla. his x mark. [LS]

Pansheehoomubbu, his xmark, (L S}

Witnesses present at signing and sealing:

Thomas Augustine Claiborn, secretary to the commissioners,
JohnM'Kee,

Samuel Mitchell, United States agent to the Chickasaws,
William Colbert, of the Chickasaws, his x mark,

Lewis Ward,

Charles Jazan,

GarrudE. Nelson,

David Chote,

Nathaniel Tolsom,

Mdl. Mackey.

Lewis Lefto,

John Pitchlynn, United States interpreter,

Will Tyrrell, assistant interpreter.
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TREATY WiTH THE CHOCTAW, 1816.

A trealy of cession between the United States of America and the
Choctaw nation of Indians.

James Madison, president of the United States of America, by
general John Coffee, John Rhea, and John M'Kee, esquires, commis-
sioners on the part of the United States, duly authorzed for that pur-
pose, on the one part, and the mingoes, leaders, captains, and war-
riors, of the Choctaw nation, in general council assembled, in behaif of
themselves and the whole nation, on the other part, have entered into
the following articles, which, when ratified by the president of the
United States, with the advice and consent of the senate, shall be
obligatory on both parties:

ART. 1. The Choctaw nation, for the consideration hereafter mention-
ed, cede to the United States all their title and claim to lands lying east
of the following boundary, beginning at the mouth of Ooktibbuha, the
Chickasaw boundary, and running frm thence down the Tombigbee
river, until it intersects the northern boundary of a cession made to the
United States by the Choctaws, at Mount Dexter, on the 16th
November, 1805.

ART. 2. In consideration of the foregoing cession, the United States
engage to pay to the Choctaw nation the sum of six thousand dollars
annually, for twenty years; they also agree to pay them in merchandise,

to be delivered immediately on signing the present treaty, the sum of .

ten thousand dollars.

Done and executed in full and open council, at the Choctaw trading
house, this twenty-fourth day of October, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred anc ixteen, and of the independence of the
United States the forty-first.

John Coffee. IL 8] GeneralHumming Bird, his xmark {L.S )
John Rhea, IL 8.} Talkingwamor. his xmark. [LS]
John McKee, L S] Dawd Folsom. L S]
Mushoolatubbee, his x mark, {L S]] BobCole. his xmark. IL S]
Pooshamallaha, his x mark. [L S] OQofuppa. his x mark. LS}
Pukshunnubbu. fis x mark. [L 8] Hoopoieeskitteenee. hisxmark, L S ]
General Terror. his x mark. {L S] Hoopoieemiko, his x mark. LS}
Choctaw Eestannokee, Hoopoieethoma, his x mark, IL S}

his x mark ., LS}

Witness:

Tho. H. Williams, secretary to the commission,
John Pitchlynn, interpreter.

Turner Broshear, interpreter,

M. Mackey, interpreter,

Silas Dinsmoor,

R. Chamberlin.

TREATY WITH THE CHOCTAW, 1820.

A trealy of friendship, limits, and accommodation, between the United
States of America and the Choctaw nation of Indians, begun and con-
cluded at the Treaty Ground, in said nation, near Doak’s Stand, on the
Natchez Road.

PREAMBLE.

Whereas it is an important abject with the President of the United
States, to promote the civilization of the Choctaw Indians, by the
establishment of schools amongst them; and to perpetuate them as a
nation, by exchanging. for a small part of their land here, a country
beyond the Mississippi River, where all, who live by hunting and will not
work, may be collected and settled together.—And whereas it is
desirable to the state of Mississippi, to obtain a small part of the land
belonging to said nation; for the mutual accommodation of the parties,
and for securing the happiness and protection fo the whole Choctaw
nation, as well as preserving that harmony and friendship which so hap-
pily subsists between them and the United States, James Monroe,
President of the United States of America, by Andrew Jackson, of the
State of Tennessee, Major General in the Army of the United States,
and General Thomas Hinds, of the State of Mississippi, Commissioners
Plenipotentiary of the United States, on the one part, and the Mingoes,
Head Men, and Warriors, of the Choctaw nation, in full Gouncil
assembled, on the other part, have freely and voluntarily entered into
the followIng articles, viz:

ART. 1. To enable the President of the United States to carry into ef-
fect the above grand and humane objects, the Mingoes, Head Men,
and Warriors, of the Choctaw nation, in full councit assembled, in behalf
of themselves and the said nation, do, by these presents, cede to the
United States of America, all the fand lying and being within the boun-
daries following, to wit:—Beginning on the Choctaw boundary, East of
Pearl River, at a point due South of the White Oak spring, on the old In-
dian path; thence north to said spring; thence northwardly to a black
oak, standing on the Natchez road, about forty poles eastwardly from
Doake’s fence, marked A. J. and blazed, with two large pines and a
black oak standing near therelo, and marked as pointers; thence a
straight line to the head of Black Creek, or Bouge Loosa; thence down
Black Creek or Bouge Loosato a small Lake; thence a direct course, so
as to strike the Mississippi one mile below the mouth of the Arkansas
River; thence down the Mississippi to our boundary; thence around and
along the same to the beginning.

ART. 2. For and in consideration of the foregoing cession, on the part
of the Choctaw nation, and in part satisfaction for the same, the Com-
missioners of the United States, in behalf of said States, do hereby
cede to said nation, a tract of country west of the Mississippi River,
situate between the Arkansas and Red River, and bounded as
follows:—Beginning on the Arkansas River, where the lower boundary
line of the Cherokees strikes the same; thence up the Arkansas to the
Canadian Fork, and up the same to its source; thence due South to the
Red River; thence down Red River, three miles below the mouth of Lit-
tle River, which empties itself into Red River on the north side; thence a
directline to the beginning
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ART. 3. To prevent any dispute upon the subject of the boundaries
mentioned in the 1st and 2nd articles, it is hereby stipulated between
the parties, that the same shail be ascertained and distinctly marked by
a Commissioner, or Commissioners, to be appointed by the United
States, accompanied by such person as the Choctaw nation may
select; said nation having thirty days previous notice of the time and
place at which the operation wil commence. The person so chosen by
the Choctaws, shak act as a pilot or guide, for which the United States
will pay him two dolars per day, whist actually engaged in the per-
formance of that duty.

ART. 4. The boundaries hereby established between the Choctaw in-
dians and the United States, on this side of the Mississippi river, shali
remain without alteration until the period at which said nation shal
become so civilized and enlightened as to be made citizens of the
United States, and Congress shall lay off a limited parcel of land for the
benefit of each family or individuat in the nation.

ART. §, For the purpose of aiding and assisting the poor indians, who
wish to remove to the country hereby ceded on the part of the United
States, and tc enable them to do well and support their families, the
Commissioners of the United States engage, in behalf of said States, to
give to each warrior a blanket, kettle, rifie gun, bullet mouids and nip-
pers, and ammunition sufficient for hunting and detence, for one year.
Said warrior shall also be supplied with corn to support him and his fami-
ly, for the same period, and whilst traveling to the country above ceded
to the Choctaw nation.

ART. 8. The Commissioners of the United States further covenant
and agree, on the part of said States, that an agent shall be appointed,
in due time, for the benefit of the Choctaw Indians who may be per-
manently settied in the country ceded to them beyond the Mississippi
river, and, at a convenlent period, a factor shal be sent there with
goods, to supply their wants. A Blacksmith shall also be settled
amongst them, at a point most convenient to the population; and a
faithful person appointed, whose duty it shall be to use every
reasonable exertion to collect all the wandering Indians belonging to the
Choctaw nation, upon the land hereby provided for their permanent set.
tliement.

ART. 7. Out of the lands ceded by the Choctaw nation to the United
States, the Commissioners aforesaid, in behaif of said States, further
covenant and agree, that fifty-four sections of one mile square shall be
laid out in good land, by the President of the United States, and sold,
for the purpose of raising a fund, to be applied to the support of the
Choctaw schools, on both sides of the Mississippi river. Three-fourths
of said fund shall be appropriated for the benefit of the schools here:
and the remaining fourth for the establishment of one or more beyond
the Missiasippi: th& whdle to be placed in the hands of the President of
the United States, and to be applied by him, expressly and exclusively,
to this valuable object.

ART. 8. To remove any discontent which may have arisen in the
Choctaw Nation, in consequence of six thousand doMars of their annur-
ty having been appropriated annually, for sixteen years, by some of the
chiefs, for the support of their schools, the Commissioners of the
United States oblige themselves, on the part of said States, to set apart
an additional tract of good land, for raising a fund equal to that given by
the said chiefs, so that the whole of the annuity may remain in the na-
tion, and be divided amongst them. And in order that exact justice may
be done to the poor and distressed of said nation, it shal be the duty of
the agent to see that the wants of every deaf, dumb, blind, and
distressed indian, shall be first supplied c.t of said annuity, and the
balence equally distributed amongst every individual of said nation
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ART. 9. Al those who have separate seitiements, and fal within the
limits of the land ceded by the Choctaw nation to the United States, and
who desire to remain where they now reside, shall be secured in a tract
or parcel of fand one mile square, to inciude their improvements. Any
one who prefers removing, if he does so within one year from the date
of this treaty, shaii be paid their fulf value, to be ascertained by two per-
sons, to be appointed by the President of the United States.

ART. 10. As there are some who have valuable buldings on the roads
and elsewhere upon the lands hereby ceded, should they remove, it is
further agreed by the aforesaid Commissioners, in behalf of the United
States, that the inconvenience of doing so sha be considered, and
such alowance made as will amount to an equivaient. For this purpose,
there shall be paid to the Mingo, Puckshenubbee, five hundred dodars;
to Harrison, two hundred dollars; to Captain Cobb, two hundred dodlars:
to William Hays, two hundred dollars; to O'Gleno, two hundred dolars;
and to all others who have comfortable houses, a compensation in the
same proportion.

ART. 11. It is also provided by the Commissioners of the United
States, and they agree in behait of said states, that those Choctaw
Chiefs and Warriors, who have not received compensation for their ser-
vices during the campaign to Pensacota, in the late war, shall be paid
whatever is due them over and above the value of the blanket, shirt,
flap, and leggins, which have been delivered to them.

ART. 12. in order to promote industry and sobriety amongst alf
classes of the Red people, in this nation, but particularly the poor, it is
further provided by the parties, that the agentappointed to reside here,
shall be, and he is hereby, vested with full power to seize and con-
fiscate all the whiskey which may be introducedinto said riation, except
that use< at public stands, or brought in by the permit of the agent, or
the principal Chiefs of the three Districts

ART. 13. To enable the Mingoes, Chiefs, and Head Men, of the
Choctaw nation, to raise and organize a corps of Light-Horse, con-
sisting of ten in each District, so that good order may be maintained,
and that ak men, both white and red, may be compelled to pay their just
debts, it is stipulated and agreed, that the sum of two hundred doNars
shall be approoriated by the United States, for each district, annually,
and placed in the bands of the agent, to pay the expenses incurred in
raising and establishing said corps; which is to act as executive of-
ficers, in maintaining good order, and compelling bad men to remove
from the nation, who are not authorized to live in it by a regular permit
from the agent.

ART. 14. Whereas the father of the beloved Chiet Mushulatubbee, of
the Lower Towns, for and during his life, did receive from the United
States the sum of one hundred and fifty dokars, annually; it is hereby
stipulated, that his son and successor Mushulatubbee, shal annually
be paid the same amount during his natural ife, to commence from the
ratification of this Treaty.

ART. 15. The peace and harmony subsisting between the Choctaw
Nation of indians and the United States, are hereby renewed, con-
tinued, and declared to be perpetual.

ART. 18. These articles shell take effect, and become obligatory on
the contracting parties, so soon as the same shall be ratified by the
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the
United States.

In testimony whereof, the commissioners plenipotentiary of the
United States and the Mingoes, head men, and warriors. of the Choc-
taw nation, have hereunto subscribed their names and affixed their
seals, at the place above written, this eighteenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and of the in-

dependence of the United States the forty-fifth.

Andrew Jackson.
Thomas Hinds,

Commissioners.

Medal Mingoes.
Puckshenubbee, his x mark.
Pooshawattaha. his x mark,
Mushulatubbee, his x mark,

Chiefs and warriors
General Humming Bird.

tus x mark,

James Hanzon, his x mask,
Taking Warior. his x mark,
Little Leader. hus x mark,
Captain Bob Cole, his x mark,
Red Fort, or Oolatahooma.
his x mark.
Choctawistonocka., hus x mark,
Oglano, his x mark.
Chuieta, his x mark
John Frazier, his x mark_
Oakchummia, his x mark,
Nockestona, his x mark,
Chapahooma, his x mark,
Onanchahabee, his x mark,
Copatanathoco, his x mark,
Atahobia, his x mark,
Opehooia, his x mark,
Chetantanchahubbee.

his x mark,

Captain Lapala, his x mark,
Panchahabbee, his x mark,
Chuckahicka, his x mark.
Taklahomia, tis x mark,
Totapm, his x mark,
Hocktankibbee, his x mark,
Tapawanchahubbee, his x mark.
Capt. Red Bird, hus x mark,
Capt. Jerry Camey, his x mark,
Chapanchahabbee, his x mark,
Tunnupnuia, his x mark,
Ponhoopia, his x mark,
Chatamakaha, tws x mark,
Hapeahomia, his x mark.
Witiam Hay, his x mark,
Captain Samuel Cobb,

his x mark,
Lewis Brashears. his x mark,
Muckelehamia, his x mask,
Capt. Sam Magee, his x mark.
Ticbehamia, his x mark,
Doctor Red Bird, his x mark,
Qontoola, his x mark.
Pooshoushabbes. his x mark,
Casania, his x mark,
Joseph Nelson, his x mark,
Unahubbee. his x mark,
Red Duck, s x mark,
Muttahubbee, hys x mark.
Capt thokahatubbee.

hig x mark,

LS}
ILs]

Ls]
LS}
ILs)

ILsi
L §]
ILs)
ILs]
LS}

Ls]
LS|
Lsi
iL§]
Ls)
Ls]
LS}
L S}
Lsj
L s]
Ls]
LS}

LS}
ILs]
Ls)
ILs]
L Ss]
Ls]
iL S}
LS}
LS|
L §j
L. s}
ILSj
Lsi
ILS)
Ls)
ILs)

LS}
Ls)
Ls]
Ls)
L §]
LS}
LS}
Ls]
ILSs)
ILs)
L s}
Ls]
Lsi

ILs]
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Ticbehacubbee, his x mark,
Suttacanchihubbee. his x mark,
Capt Wiam Beams. hus x mark,
Captan James Pitchiynn.

Capt James Garand. hus x mark.

Tapanahomia. his x mark.
Thiahomia. hus x mark.
Tisholala, us x mark.
inogquia. hus x mark.
Ultetoncubbee, his x mark.
Palochubbee. hus x mark,
Jopannu. s x mark.
Captan JoelH vail.
Tapanastonahamia, his x mark.
Hoopthomia. hus x mark.
Chelutahomia. his x mark,
Tuskiamingo, his x mark.
Young Captain. bus x mark.

Chiefs and warnors
Hakatubbee. his x mark,
Tishoo, his x mark.
Capt Bobb, hus x mark.
Hopeanchahabee. his x mark
Capt Bradiey. s x mark.
Capt DanelMCurtan.

tus x mark.
Muckksahopa, hs x mark.
Nuckpukachubbee.

his x mark.
George Turnbul,
Captan Thomas M Curtain,

his x mark.
QOakehonahooma, his x mark.
Capt John Canns. tus x mark
Topenastonahooma. his x mark.
Holatohamia. his x mark.
Col Boyer. his x mark
Holantachanshahubbee.

his x mark.
Chuckahabbee his x mark
Washaschahopia, his x mark
Alex Hamiton.
Capt! Red Knife. hus x mark
Shapahroma. us x mark
Capt Tonnanpoocha

his x mark,
Mechamuabbee, his x mark
Tuskanohamia. his x mark,
Tookatubbetusea. his x mark.
Wilham Frye. hus x mark.
Greenwood Lefiore. his x mark.
Archibald MaGee. his x mark,
Capt Ben Burnis. his x mark.
Tusconchicea, his x mark.
Cap! Lews Perry. his x mark,
Henekachubbee, his x mark.
Tussashamia. bus x mark.
Capt Charles Durant.

hus x mark
Piare Durant. s x mark
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Witnesses present at sealing and signing:

Saml. R. Overton, secretary to the commission.

Eden Brashears,

J. C. Bronaugh, assistant surgeon-general, S D..U.S. Army,

H.D. Dawns,

wm. F. Gangent,

Wwm. M. Graham, first lieutenat, Corps of Artillery.

Andrew J. Donelson, brevet second lieutenant Corps of Engineers and
aid-de-camp to General Jackson,

P. A. Vandorn,

John H. Esty,

John Pitchlynn, United States interpreter,

M. Mackey, United States intérpreter, '
Edmund Falsome, interpreter, X,

James Hughes,

Geo. Fisher,

Jas. Jackson, jr.

TREATY WITH THE CHOCTAW, 1825.

Articles of a convention made between John C. Calhoun, Secretary of
War. being specnally authorized therefor by the President of the United
States, and the undersigned Chiefs and Head Men of the Choctaw Na-
tion of indians, duly authorized and empowered by said Nation, at the
City of Washington, on the twenlieth day of January, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five,

Whereas a Treaty of friendship, and limits, and accommodation, hav-
ing been entered into a Doake's Stand, on the eighteenth of October, in
the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty, between Andrew
Jackson and Thomas Hinds, Commissioners on the part of the United
States, and the Chiefs and Warriors of the Choctaw Nation of Indians;
and whereas the second article of the Treaty aforesaid provides for a
cession of fands, west of the Mississippi, to the Choctaw Nation, in part
satisfaction for lands ceded by said Nation to the United States, ac-
cording to the first article of said treaty: And whereas, it being ascer-
tained that the cession aforesaid embraces a large number of settiers,
citizens of the United States; and it being the desire of the President of
the United States to obviate all difficulties resulting therefrom, and also,
to adjust other matters in which both the United States and the Choc:
taw Nation are interested: the following artizles have been agreed
upon, and concluded, between John C. Calhoun, Secretary of War,
specially authorized therefor by the President of the United States, on
the one part, and the undersigned Delegates of the Choctaw Nation, on
the other part.

ARTILCE 1. The Choctaw Nation do hereby cede to the United
States all that portion of the land ceded to them by the second articte of
the Treaty of Doak Stand, as aforesaid, lying east of a line beginning on
the Arkansas, one hundred paces east of Fort Smith, and running
thence, due south, {0 Red river: it being understood that this line shal
constitute, and remain, the permanent boundary between the United
States and the Choctaws: and the United States agreemng to remove
such citizens as may be settied on the west side, to the east side of
said fine, and prevent future settiements from being made on the west

9 yreof,
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ARTICLE 2. In conaideration of the cession aforesaid, the United
States do hereby agree to pay the said Choctaw Nation the sum of six
thousand dollars, annually, forever. it being agreed that the said sum of
six thousand doMars shali be annually apphed, ‘or the term of twenty
years, under the direction of the President of the United States, to the
support of schools in said nation, and extending to it the benetits of in-
struction in the mechanic and ordinary arts of life; when, at the expira-
tion of twenty years, it is agreed that the said annuity may be vested in
stocks, or otherwise disposed of, or contnued, at the option of the
Choctaw nation.

ARTICLE 3. The eighth article of the treaty aforesaid having provided
that an appropriation of fands shal be made for the purpose of raising
six thousand dollars a year for sixteen years, for the use of the Choc-
tawNation; and it being desirable to avgid the delay and expense atten-
ding the survey and sale of said land; the United States do hereby
agree to pay the Choctaw Nation, in lieu thereof, the sum of six thou-
sand dolars, annushly, for sixteen years, to commence with the present
year. And the United States further stipulate and agree to take im-
mediate measures to survey and bring into market, and sel, the fifty-
four sections of land set apart by the seventh article of the treaty
aforesaid, and apply the proceeds in the manner provided by the said
article.

ARTICLE 4. itis provided by the ninth section of the treaty aforesaid,
that all those of the Choctaw Nation who have separate settiements,
and fall within the limits of the land ceded by said Nation to the United
States, and desire to remain where they now reside, shal be secured in
a tractor parcel of land, one mile square, to include their improvements.
it is, therefore, hereby agreed, that alt who have reservations in con-
formity to said stipulation, shall have power, with the consent of the
President of the United States, to sell and convey the same in fee sim-
ple. it is further agreed, on the part of the United States, that those
Choctaws, not exceeding four in number, who apphed for reservations,
and received the recommendation of the Commissioners, as per annex-:
ed copy of said recommendation, shali have the privilege, and the right
is hereby given to them, to select, each of them, a portion of land, not
exceeding a mile square, any where within the limits of the cession of
1820, when the land is not occupied or disposed of by the United
States: and the right to sell and convey the same, with the consent of
the President, in fee simpie, is hereby granted.

ARTICLE 5. There being a debt due by individuals of the Choctaw
Nation to the late United States' trading house on the Tombigbee, the
United States hereby agree to relinquish the same; the Delogation, on
the part of their nation, agreeing to relinquish their claim upon the
United States, to send a factor with goods to supply the wants of the
Choctaws west of the Mississippi, as provided for by the sixth article of
the treaty aforesaid.

ARTICLE 8. The Choctaw nation having a claim upon the United
States, for services rendered in the Pensacola Campaign, and for
which it is stipulated, in the eleventh article of the treaty aforesaid, that
payment shak be made, but which has been deiayed for want of the
proper vouchers, which it ias been found, as yet, mpossible to obtain;
the United States, to obviate the inconvenience of further delay, and to
render justice to the Choctaw Warriors for ther services in that cam-
paign, do hereby agree upon an equitable settiement of the same, and
fix the sum at fourteen thousand nine hundred and seventy-two dollars
fifty cents; which, from the muster rolis, and other evidence in the
possession of the Third Auditor, appears to be about the probabile
amount due, for the services aforesaid, and which sum shall be im-

mediately paid to the Delegation, to be distributed by themto the Chiefs
and Warriors of their nation, who served in the campaign aforesaid, as
may appear to themto be just.

ARTICLE 7. it s further agreed, that the fourth article of the treaty
aloresaid, shall be so modified. as that the Congress of the United
States shall not exercise the power of apportioning the lands, for the
benefit of each family, or individual, of the Choctaw Nation, and of br-
inging them under the laws of the United States, but with the consent of
the Choctaw Nation.

ARTICLE 8. it appearing that the Choctaws have various claims
against citizens of the United States, for spoliations of various kinds,
but which they have not been able to support by the testimony of white
men, as they were led to believe was necessary, the United States, in
order to a fipal settlement of ak such claims, do hereby agree ta pay to
the Choctaw Delegation, the sum of two thousand dolars, to be
distributed by them in such way, among the ciamants, as they may
deem equitable. it being understood that this provision is not to affect
such claims as may be properly suthenticated, according to the provi-
sion of the act of 1802.

ARTICLE 9. Itis further agreed that, immediately upon the Ratification
of this Treaty, or as soon thereafter as may be, and agent shalt be ap-
pointed for the Choctaws West of the Mississippi, and a Blacksmith be
settied among them, in conformity with the stipuiation contained in the
sixth Article of the Treaty of 1820.

ARTICLE 10. The Chief Puck-she-nubbee, one of the members of
the Delegation, having died on his journey to see the President, and
Robert Cole being recommended by the Delegation as his successor, it
is hereby agreed, that the said Robert Ccle shall reserve the medal
which appertains to the office of Chief, and aiso. an annuity from the
United States, of one hundred and fifty dollars a year, during his natural
lite, as was received by his predecessor.

ARTICLE 11. The friendship heretofore existing between the United
States and the Choctaw Nation, 1s hereby renewed and perpetuated.

ARTICLE 12. These articles shall take effect, and become obligatory
on the contracting parties, so soon as the same shalf be ratified by the
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the
United States.

In testimony whereof, the said John C Calhoun, and said delegates
of the Choctaw nation, have hereunto set ther hands, at the city of
Washington. the twenteth day of January, one thousand eight hundred
and twenty-five

J. C. Calhoun,
Mooshulatubbee, his x mark,
Robert Cole, his x mark,
Daniel McCurtain, his x mark,
Talking Warrior, his x mark,
Red Fort, his x mark,
Nittuckachee, his x mark,
David Folsom, his x mark,

J. L. McDonaid.

In presence of—
Thos. L. McKenney,
Hezekiah Miller,
John Pitchlynn, United States interpreter.
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TREATY WITH THE CHOCTAW, 1830.

A lreaty of perpetual friendehip. cession and kmits, entered into by
John N. Eaton and John Coffes, for and in behalf of the Government of
the United States, and the Mingoes, Chiefs. Captains and Warriors of
the Choctaw Nation, begun and heid at Dancing Rebbit Creek, on the
fitteanth of September, in the year eighteen hundred and thirty.

Whereas the General Assembly of the State of Mississippi has ex-
tended the laws of said State to persons and property within the
chartered kmits of the same, and the President of the United States has
said that he cannot protect the Choctaw peopie from the operation of
these laws; Now therefore that the Choctaw may live under their own
laws in peace with the United States and the State of Mississippi they
have determined to sek their lands east of the Mississippi and have ac-
cordingly agreed to the following articles of treaty:

ARTICLE |. Perpstual peace and friendship is pledged and agreed
upon by and between the United States and the Mingoes, Chiefs, and
Warriors of the Choctaw Nation of Red People: and that this may be
coneidered the Treaty existing betweon the parties ail other Treaties
herelofore axlating and inconsistent with the provisions of thie are
hereby declared null and void.

ARTICLE #I. The United States under a grant specially to be made by
the President of the U.S. shall cause to be conveyed to the Choctaw
Nation a tract of country west of the Mississiopi River, in fee simple to
them and their descendants, to inure to them while they shall exist as a
nation and ive on it, beginning near Fort Smith where the Arkansas
boundary crosses the Arkansas River, running thence to the souyrce of
the Canadian fork: if in the limits of the United States, or to those limits;
thence due south to Red River, and down Red River to the west boun-
dary of the Termitory of Arkansas: thence north along that kine to the
beginning. The boundary of the same to be agreeably to the Treaty
made and concluded at Washington City in the year 1825. The grant to
be executed 30 soon as the present Treaty shall be ratified.

ARTICLE HI. in consideration of the provisions contained in the
several articles of this Treaty, the Choctaw nation of Indians consent
and hereby cede to the United States, the entire country they own and
possess, east of the Mississippi River; and they agree to move beyond
the Mississippi River, early as practicable, and wil so arrange their
removal, that as many as possible of their people not exceeding one
hait of the whole number, shall depart during the faks of 1831 and
1832; the residue to follow during the succeeding fall of 1833; a bet-
ter opportunity in this manner wilt be atforded the Government, to ex-
tend to them the facikties and comforts which it is desirable shouid be
extended in conveying them to their new homes.

ARTICLE (V. The Government and peopie of the United States are
hereby obliged to secure to the said Choctaw Nation of Red Peopie the
jurisdiction and government of all the persons and property that may be
within their kimits west, so that no Territory or State shall ever have a
right to pass laws for the government of the Choctaw Nation of Red
People and their descendants; and that no part of the land granted
them shell ever be embraced in any Territory or State: but the U.S. shal
forever secure said Choctaw Nation from, and against, all laws except
such as from time to time may be enacted in their own Nationa! Coun-
cils, not inconsistent with the Constitution, Treaties, and Laws of the
United States: and except such as may, and which have been enacted
by Congress, to the extent that Congress under the Constitution are re-
quired to exerciee a ieglalation over indian Atfairs. But, the Choctaws,
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shouid this treaty be ratified, express a wish that Congress may grant
to the Choctaws the right of punishing by their own iaws, any white man
who shall come into their nation, and infringe any of their national
reguiations.

ARTICLE V. The United Staies are obliged to protect the Choctaws
from domestic strife and from foreign enemies on the same principles
that the citizens of the United States are protected, so that whatever
wouid be a legal demand upon the U.S. for defense or for wrongs com-
mitted by an enemy, on a citizen of the U.S. shall be equally binding in
favor of the Choctaws, and in all cases where the Choctaws shall be
called upon by a legally authorized officer of the U.S. to fight an enemy,
such Choctaws sha¥ receive the pay and other emoluments, which
citizens of the U.S. receive in such cases, provided, no war shall be
undertaken or prosecuted by suid Choctaw Nation but by declaration
made in ful Counch, and to be approved by the U.S. unless it be in seif
defence against an open rebellion or against an enemy marching into
their country, in which cases they shall defend, untit the U.S. are advis-
ed thereof.

ARTICLE Vi. Shouid a Choctaw or any party of Choctaws commit
acts of violence upon the person or property of a citizen of the U.S. or
foin any war party against any neighbouring tribe of Indians. without the
authority in the preceeding article; and except to oppose an actual or
threatened invasion or rebelion, such person so offending shal be
delivered up to an officer of the U.S. if in the power of the Choctaw Na-
tion, that such offender may be punished as may be provided in such
cases, by the laws of the U.S.; but, if such offender is not within the
control of the Choctaw Nation, then said Choctaw Nation shall not be
heid responsible for the injury done by said offender.

ARTICLE Vii. AN acts of violence committed upon persons and pro-
perty of the peopie of the Choctaw Nation either by citizens of the U.S.
or neighbouring Tribes of Red People, shal be referred to some
authorized Agent by him to be referred to the President of the U.S. who
shall examine into such cases and see that every possible degree of
justice is done to said indian party of the Choctaw Nation.

ARTICLE Vifi. Offenders against the laws of the U.S. or any individual
State sha¥ be apprehended and delivered to any duly authorized per-
son where such offender may be found in the Choctaw country, having
fled from any part of U.S. but in al such cases application must be
made to the Agent or Chiefs and the expense of his apprehension and
delivery provided for and paid by the U. States.

ARTICLE IX. Any citizen of the U.S. who may be ordered from the
Nation by the Agent and constituted authorities of the Nation and refus-

""ing to obey or return into the Nation without the consent of the

aforesaid persons, shall be subject to such pains and penaities as may
be provided by the laws of the U S. in such cases. Citizens of the U S,
traveliing peaceably under the authority of the laws of the U.S_ shall be
under the care and protection of the nation.

ARTICLE X. No person shall expose goods or other article for saie as
a trader, without a written permit from the constituted authorities of the
Nation, or authority of the laws of the Congress of the U.S. under penal-
ty of forfeiting the Articles, and the constituted authorities of the Nation
shall grant no license except to such persons as reside in the Nation
and are answerable to the jaws of the Nation. The U.S. shall be par-
ticularty obkiged to assist to prevent ardent spirits from being introduced
into the Nation.
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ARTICLE Xi. Navigable streams shall be free to the Choctaws who
shall pay no higher toll or duty than citizens of the U S. It is agreed fur-
ther that the U.S. shall establish one or more Post Offices in said Na-
tion, and may establish such military post roads, and posts, as they
ma,’ consider necessary.

ARTICLE XII. A¥ intruders shall be removed from the Choctaw Nation
and kept without it. Private property to be always respected and on no
occasion taken for public purposes without just compensation being
made therefor to the rightful owner. if an Indian uniawfully take or steal
any property from a white man a citizen of the U.S. the offender shall be
punished. And if a white man unlawfully take or steal any thing from an
Indian, the property shak be restored and the offender punished. it is
further agreed that when a Choctaw shall be given up to be tried for any
offence against the laws of the U.S. if unable to employ counsel to de-
fend him, the U.S. will doiit, that his trial may be fair and impartial.

ARTICLE XIii. It is consented that a qualified Agent shai be ap-
pointed for the Choctaws every four years, uniess sooner removed by
the President; and he shall be removed on petition of the constituted
authorities of the Nation, the President being satisfied there is sufficient
cause shown, The Agent shall fix his residence convenient to the great
body of the peop!s, and in the selection of an Agent immediately after
the ratification of this Treaty, the wishes of the Choctaw Nation on the
subject shall be entitied to great respect.

ARTICLE XIV. Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to re-
main anc become a citizen of the States, shall be permitted to do so, by
signifiying his intention to the Agent within six months from the ratifica-
tion of this Treaty, and he or she shail thereupon be entitled to a reser-
vation of one section of six hundred and forty acres of jand. to be
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner shall be entitied to
one half that quantity for each unmarried chitd which is living with him
over ten years of age; and a quarter section to such child as may be
under 10 years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. if they
reside upon said lands intending to become citizens of the States for
five years after the ratification of this Treaty. in that case a grant in fee
simple shall issue; said reservation shall include the present improve-
ment of the head of the family, or a portion of it. Persons who claim
under this articie shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw citizen. but if
they ever remove are not to be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw
annuity.

ARTICLE XV. To each of the Chiefs in the Choctaw Nation (to wit)
Greenwood Lafiore, Nutackachie, and Mushulatubbe there is granted a
reservation of four sections of land, two of which shall include and ad-
join their present improvement, and the other two located where they
please but on unoccupied unimproved lands, such sections shak be
bounded by sectional lines, and with the consent of the President they
may sel the same. Also to the three principal Chiefs and to their suc-
cessors in office mereﬁshlll be paid two hundred and fifty dolars an-
nually white they shall continue in thier respective offices, except to
Mushulatubbe, who as he has an annuity of one hundred and fifty
dolars for life under a former treaty, shal receive only the additional
sum of one hundred dolars, while he shall continue in office as Chief,
and if in addition to this the Nation shal think proper to elect an addi-
tional principal Chief of the whole to superintend and govern upon
fepublican principles he shall receive annually for his services five hun-
dred doars, which allowance to the Chiefs and their successors n of-
fice, shal continue for twenty years. At any time when in military ser-
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vice, and while In service by authority of the U.S. the district Chiefs
under and by selection of the President shall be entitied to the pay of
Majors- the other chief under the same circumstances shall have the
pay of a Lieutenant Colonel. The Speakers of the three districts, shall
receive twenty-five dollars a year for four years each, and the three
secretaries one to each of the chiefs, fifty dollars each for icur years.
Each Captain of the Nation, the number not to exceed niraty nine,
thirty-three from each district. shall be furnished upon removing to the
West. with each a good suit of clothes and a broad sword as an outfit,
and for four years commencing with the first of their removal, shall each
receive fifty doliars a year, for the trouble of keeping their people at
order in setting: and whenever they shall be in military service by
authority of the U.S shall receive the pay of a captain.

ARTICLE XVL In wagons; and with steam boats as may be found
necessary—the U.S.agree to remove the Indians to their new homes at
their expense and under the care of discreet and careful persons, who
will be kind and brotherly to them. They agree to furnish them with am-
ple corn and beet, or pork for themselves and families for twelve mon-
ths after reaching their new homes

It 1s agreed further that the U.S will take all their cattle, at the valua-
tion of some discreet person to be appointed by the President, and the
same shall be paid for in money after their arrival at their new homes; or
other cattle such as may be desired shall be furnished them, notice be-
ing given through their Agent of their wishes upon this subject before
thier removal that time to supply the demand may be afforded.

ARTICLE XVH, The several annuities and sums secured under
former Treaties to the Choctaw nation and people shall continue as
though this Treaty had never been made

And it is further agreed that the U.S. in addition will pay the sum of
twenty thousand dollars for twenty years, commencing after their
removal 10 the west, of which. in the first year after their removal, ten
thousand dollars shall be divided and arranged to such as may not
receive reservations under this Treaty.

ART. XVIIl. The U.S. shall cause the lands hereby ceded to be
surveyed. and surveyors may enter the Choctaw Country for that pur-
pose. conducting themselves properly and disturbing or interrupting
none of the Choclaw people  But no person is to be permitted to settle
within the nation, or the lands to be sold before the Choctaws shall
remove. And for the payment of the several amounts secured in this
Treaty, the lands hereby ceded are to remain a fund pledged to that
purpose. until the debt shall be provided for and arranged. And further it
1s agreed. that in the construction of this Treaty wherever well founded
doubt shall arise. it shall be construed most favorable towards the
Choctaws

ARTICLE XIX. The following reservations of land are hereby admit-
ted To Colonel David Fulsom four sections of which two shall include
his present improvement, and two may be located elsewhere. on unoc-
cupied. unimproved land

Tol. Garland, Colonel Robert Cole, Tuppanahomer. John Pytchlynn.
Chatles Juzan, Johokebetubbe, Eaychahobia, Ofehoma, two sectons.
each to include therr improvements, and to be bounded by sectional
lines, and the same may be disposed of and sold with the consent of
the President And that others not provided for, may be provided for,
there shall be reserved as follows:

First. One section to each head of a family not exceeding Forty in
number. who during the present year, may have had in actual cultiva-
tion, with a dwelling house thereon fifty acres or more. Secondly, three
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quarter sections after the manner aforesaid to each head of a family not
exceeding four hundred and sixty, as shall have cultivated thirty acres
and less then fifty, to be bounded by quarter section lines of survey,
and to be contiguous and adjoining.

Third: One half section as aforesaid to those who shall have
cultivated from twenty to thirty acres the number not to exceed four
hundred. Fourth; a quarter section as aforesaid to such as shall have
cultivated from twelve to twenty acres, the number not to exceed three
hundred and fifty, and one half that quantity to such as shall have
cultivated from two to tweive acres, the number also not to exceed
three hundred and fifty persons. Each of said class of cases shall be
subject to the limitations contained in the first class, and shall be so
located as to include that part of the improvement which conlains the
dwelling house. If a greater number shall be found to be entitled to
reservations under the several classes of this article, than is stipulated
for under the limitation prescribed, then and in that case the Chiefs
separately or together shall determine the persons who shall be exclud-
edin the respective districts.

Fifth: Any Captain the number not exceeding ninety persons, who
under the provisions of this article shall receive less than a section, he
shall be entitied, to an additional quantity of halt a section adjoining to
his other reservation. The several reservations secured under this arti-
cle, may be sold with the consent of the President of the U.S but
should any prefer it, or omit to take a reservation for the quantity he may
be entitled to, the U.S. will on his removing pay fifty cents an acre, after
reaching their new homes, provided that before the first of January next
they shali adduce to the Agent, or some other authorized person to be
appointed, proof of his claim and the quanitity of it. Sixth: Likewise
children of the Choctaw Nation residing in the Nation, who huve neither
father nor mother a list of which, with satisfactory proof of Parentage
and orphanage being filed with Agent in six months to be forwarded to
the War Department, shall be entitled to a quarter section of Land, to be
located under the direction of the President, and with his consent the
same may be sold and the proceeds applied to some beneficial pur-
pose for the benefit of said orphans.

ARTICLE XX. The U.S. agree and stipulate as follows, that for the
benefit and advantage of the Choctaw people. and to improve their con-
dition, their shall be educated under the direction of the President and
at the expense of the U.S. forty Choctaw youths for twenty years. This
number shall be kept at school, and as they finish their education
others, to supply their place shall be received for the period staled. The
U.S. agree also to erect a Council House for the Nation at some conve-
nient central point, after their people shall be settled; and a House for
each Chief, also a Church for each of the three Districts, to be used
also as school houses, until the Nation may conclude to build others;
and for these purposes ten thousand dollars shall be appropriated; also
fitty thousand dollars {viz.) twenty-five hundred dollars annually shall be
given for the support of three teachers of schools for twenty years
Likewise there shall be furnished to the Nation, three Blacksmiths one
for each district for sixteen years, and a qualified Mill Wright for five
years: Also there shall be fumished the following articles, twenty one
hundred blankets, to each warrior who emigrales a rifle, moulds, wipers
and ammunition. One thousand axes, ploughs. hoes, wheels and cards
each; and four hundred looms. There shall aiso be furnished, one ton of
iron and two hundred weight of steet annually to each District for six-
teen years.

ARTICLE XXI. A few Choctaw Warriors yet survive who marched and
fought in the army with General Wayne, the whole number stated not to
exceed twenty.

These it is agreed shall hereafter, while they live, receive twenty-five
dollars a year; a list of them to be early as practicable, and within six
months, made out, and presented to the Agent, to be forwarded to the
War Department.

ARTICLE XXIlI. The Chiefs of the Choctaws who have suggested that
their people are in a state of rapid advancement in education and refine-
ment, and have expressed a solicitude that they might have the
privilege of 4 Delegate on the floor of the House of Representatives ex-
tended to them. The Commissioners do not feel that they can under a
treaty stipulation accede to the request, but at their desire, present it in
the Treaty, that Congress may consider of, and decide the application.

Done, and signed, and executed by the commissioners of the United
States, and the chiefs, captains, and head men of the Choctaw nation,
at Dancing Rabbit creek. this 27th day of September, eighteen and thri-
ty.

Jdno. H Eaton. iL S Yobalarunehahubbee. hisxmark L S|
Jdno Coftee. iL S| Holubbee. his x mark, iLS]
Greenwood Leflore. iL S] RobertCole. his x mark, fiL 8]
Musholatubbee. his x mark. IL S§] Mokelareharhopin, his x mark. LS}
Nittucachee. his x mark. [L S} Artonamarstubbe. his x mark. LS|
Holarterhoomah. his x mark. LS} LewsPerry, hisx mark. ILS])
Hopiaunchahubbee. his xmark. [L S1 Hopeatubbee. his x mark, LS)
Zishomingo, his x mark. [L S| Hoshahoomah, his x mark. {LS]
Captainthalke. his x mark ., iL S} Chuallahoomah. his x mark. fl. 1]
James Shield. his x mark. L S} JosephKincarde, his x mark, iLS]
Pistiyubbee. his x mark. iL §1 Eyarhocuttubbee. his x mark. LS}
Hopiamtushker. his x mark iL S} HramKing. his x mark. [LS)
Aryoshkermer, his x mark. L S1 OglaEntah. his x mark. ILS])
Shemotar. his x mark. {L S| Nuttlahtubbee. his x mark, ILS]
Hopiaisketina. his x mark . L S} TuskaHoHaituh. his x mark. iLS]
Thomas Letore. his x mark, IL S| Kothoantchahubbee. his xmark. L S}
Amokechatubbee, his x mark.  {L S] Evarpulubbee. his x mark. iLS]
Shokoperiukna. his x mark [L S} Okentahubbs. his x mark, ILS]
Posherhoomah. his x mark. iL S} UvngWar Club. his x mark, LS}
Robert Folsom, his x mark. IL §] JohnJones, his x mark. ILS]
Arharyotubbee, his x mark iL S1 CnarlesJones. his x mark. ILS)
Kushonolarter, his x mark. [L S IsaacJones. s x mark. LS}
James Vaughan. his x mark IL 81 Hocklucha. his x mark. ILS]
Phiplip. his x mark. iL S Muscogee. his x mark, LS]
Meshameye. his x mark. L S] EdenNelson. his x mark, LS}
Ishteheka, his x mark. iL Si Heshohomme. his x mark. ILS]
lyacherhopia, his x mark L S] JohnMcKobery. his x mark. LS}
Otfahoomah. his x mark L S1 Benm James. his x mark, IL S}
Archalater. his x mark. iL S] Tkbachahambe. his x mark. LS]
Onnahubbee. his x mark. fL S} Aholktube, his x mark. iLS]
Pisinhocuttubbee. his xmark.  [L S ] Waking Wolt. his x mark. LS|
Tullarhacher, his x mark. L §} JohnWade, his x mark, iLS]
Litte leader. his x mark, IL S} BigAxe. his x mark. ILS]
Maanhutter. his x mark. L S} Bob, hisxmark, fLS]
Cowehoomah, his x mark {L S1 Tushkochaubbee. his x mark, ILS!
Tulamoer. his x mark, iL S} Ittabe, his x mark, ILS])
imnullacha. his x mark. IL S} Tishowakayo. his x mark. ILS])
Artopilachubbee. his x mark. IL 8§} Folehommo. his x mark. LS]
Shupherunchahubbee. John Garland, his x mark. iLs]

his x mark. iL §1 Koshona. his x mark. LS])
Nitterhoomah, his x mark. IL S Ishleyohamube. his x mark, ILS]
Oaklaryubbee. his x mark, iL S] JacobFolsom, iLS]
Pukumna, his x mark. L S§] WihamFoster ILS]
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SUPPLEMENTARY ARTICLES TO THE PRECEDING TREATY,

Arpapiar, his x mark, IL S.] Ontioerharcho, his x mark, Ls]
Holber, his x mark, (L S] HughA Foster, Ls] residing out of the nation and her two fatherless children and to the
Hoparmingo, hig x mark, [L.S] PiemeJuzan, Ls] Various Choctaw persons have been presented by the Chiefs of the widows of Pushmiaha, and Puckishenubbee. who were tormerly
Isparhoomah, he x mark, (L S.] Jno Pitchiynn, r.. IL.S] nation, with a desire that they might be provided for Being particularly distinguished Chiefs of the nation and for ther children four quarter
Tieberhoomah, his x mark, [L.S.] David Foisom, ILs] deserving, an earnestness has been manifested that provision might be sections of land, each In trust for themselves and therr ¢children
Tishoholarter, his x mark, (L.S.} Shoichommastube, made for them. it is therefore by the undersigned commissioners here All of said last mentioned reservations are to be located under and by
Mahayarchubbee, his xmark,  [L.§ ] hisxmark. [Ls] assented tc, with the understanding that they are to have no interest in direction of the Presidentof the U States
Mm b::l'”’hp'" LS I:::;:‘:;Tm)‘m ark. :t z: the reservations vo{hi'ch_are directed and provided for under the general ARTICLE ill. The Choctaw people now that they have ceded ther
Metubbee hisxmark, (L S][L S] Hoshehammo, his x mark, ILS) Treaty to whichthisisa §UDD'ement _ lands are solicitous to get to their new homes early as possihle and ac.
Arsarkatubbee, his x mavk, [L.S] Ofenowo, his x mark, Lsj] As evidence of the liberal and kind feelings of the President and cordingly they wish that a party may be permitted to proceed this ful to
Issaterhoomah, his x mark, L S.] Ahekoche, his x mark, LS] Government of the United States the Commissioners agree to the re- ascertain whereabouts will be most advantageous for therr people to be
Chohtahumatahah, his xmark, [L.S] Kaloshoube, his x mark, iLS] quest as follows, {to wit) Pierre Juzan, Pater Pitchlyrin. G W Harkins. located
Tunnuppashubbee, his xmark, (L.S] Atoko, his x mark, ILS) Jack Pitchlynn, Israel Fulsom, Louis Laflore, Benjamin James, Joel H It 1s therefore agreed that three or four persons trom each of the
Okocharyer, his x mark. [L.S] !shtemeieche. his x mark, ILS] Nail, Hopoynjahubbee, Onorkubbee, Benjamin Laflore, Michael Laflore three districts) under the guidance of some discreet and well qualified
Hoshhopia, his x mark. (L S Enthhotohabe, his x mark, ILs] and Allen Yates and wife shall be entitled to a reservation of two sec- person or persons may proceed dunng this fali to the West upon an ex
::::’hz:mégf:m"k' Lsi i:ii;?ﬂ"h:‘::] "‘m"k‘ :t z } tions of land each to include thier improvement where they at present amination of the country

s x mark, ! (L S] Hekatube, hie x mark, ' LS reside, with the exception of the three first named persons and Ben- For therr ime and expenses the 1J States agree to dllow the said
Misharyubbee, hs x mark, (L.S] Hakseche, his x mark. L5j jamin Laflore, who are authorized to locate one of tnerr sections on any twelve persons two dollars a day each. not to exceed one hundred
Darvel McCurtain, his xmark,  [L.S] Jamy Camey. his x mark, ILSj other unimproved and unoccupied land, within their respective districts days, whichis deemed to be ample time to make aq examination
Tushkerharcho, his x mark, L 8] JohnWashington, his x mark. iLs} ARTICLE I, And to each of the following persons there is allowed a it necessary, pilots acquamted with the couniry will be furmished
Hoktoontubbee, his x mark, IL.S§] Panshastubbee, his x mark. iLs] reservation of a section and a half of land, ({to wit) James L. McDonald. when they arrive in the West
Nuknacrahookmarhee. P P. Pitchiynn. his x mark, L5y Robert Jones, Noah Wall, James Campbell, G. Nelson, Vaughn ARTICLE IV, John Donly of Alsbama who has several Chocliw
M::::o:kmm his x mark :t z: :?;:s?o:fa::)(::;kmark {t z; Brashears, R. Harris, Little Leader, S. Foster, J. Vaughn, L. Durans, grand children, and who for twenty years has carned the mail through
James Kames, his x mark. [LS] Kocohomma, hisxmark Ls] Samuel Long, T. Maaaqrja. Thos. Everge, Giles Thompson, Tomas the Choctaw Nation. a desire by the Cheefs 15 expressed that he may
Tishohakubbee, his x mark, [L.S] WikamWade, his x mark, LsS] Garland, John Bond, William Laflore, and Turner Brashears, the two have a section of fand. it is accordingly granted. to be located in one en
Narlanaler, his x mark, [L S] Panshstickubbee, his x mark, fi. S} first named persons, may locate one section each, and one section tire section, on any unimproved and unoccupied land
Pennasha, his x mark, L S} Hohttankchahubbee, his xmark, L S| jointly on any unimproved and unoccupied land, these not residing n Allen Glover and George S Gaines licensed Traders in the Choctaw
inharyarker, his x mark, [L.S] Okianowa, his x mark, LS} the Nation; The others are to inchide therr present residence and im- Nation, have accounts amounting to upwards of nine thousand dollars
Mottubbee, hus x mark, (L S] Neto,his x mark, iLs] provement. against the Indians who are unable to pay ther said debts without
Narharyubbee, his x mark, (L S] JamesFietcher, s x mark, ILS] Also one section is allowed to the following persons (to wit) Mid- distressing therr famiies. a desire Is expressed by the chiefs that two
Ishmaryubbee, his x mark, IL.S] S“s D Pltchlynn,v LS dieton Mackey, Wesley Train, Choclehomo, Moses Foster, D W Wall, sections of fand be set apart to be sold and the proceeds thereo! 1o be
:msxg::gr;mm ark. :t :; x‘:::]a::n?r::oh:::::m :t :: Charles Scott, Molly Nail, Susan Colbert, who was formerly Susan apphed toward the payment of the aforesaid debts It 1s agreed that two
Istonarketharcho, bis xmark, (L S| Tethtayo, his x mark, LS James,. Samuel Garland, Silas F'She'( D. McCurtain, Oaklahorpa. and sections of any unimproved and unoccupied land be granted to George
Hohwsnshamartarher, his x mark, {L. S ] Emokioshahopie. his x mark. LS} Polly Fillecuthey, to be located in entire sections to include thier pre: S. Gaines who will seli the same for the best price he can obtain and ap-
Kinsulachubbee, his xmark,  [L.S] Tishhommita, his x mark, LS sent residence and improvement, with the exception of Molly Nail and ply the proceads thereof to the credit of the Indians on therr accounts
Emarhinstubbee. hie xmark,  [L.S] Thomasw Foster, hisxmark, {L S Susan Colbert, who are authorized to locate theirs, on any unimproved due to the before menticned Glover and Gaines. and shall make the ap-
Gysaindara, bm, hisxmark.  [L S.| Zadoe Brashears, his x mark. Lsi unoccupied land. plication to the poorest indian first
Thomas Wal, [L'S] LeviPerkins, his x mark, LS] John Pitchlynn has long and faithfully served the nation in character Atthe earnest and particular request of the Chief Greenwood Laflore
e Worcesrer. l‘tz } oA PerY. e XAtk Cmark :t S ; of U. States Interpreter, he has acted as such for fourty years, i con- there is granted to David Haley one hall section of land fo be located In
Nmahut;be', his x ;nad(. LS ' ' sideration it is agreed. in addlltlon 39 what has been ‘done .10r him there a half section on any unoccupied and unimproved land as a compensa-
Tishonouan, his x mark. Ls] shall be granted to two of his children, (to wit) Silas Pitchlynn, and tion, for a journey to Washington City with dispatches to the Govern:
Warsharchhoomah, his xmark, [L S | Thomas Pitchlynn one section of land each, to adjoin the location of ment and returning others to the Choctaw Nation
isaac James. his x mark, ILs] their father: likewise to James Madison and Peter sons of Mushulatub- The foregoing I1s entered Into, as supplemental to the treaty conclud-

bee one section of land each to include the old house and improvement ed yesterday
In presence of— where their father formerly lived on the old military road adjoining a large Done at Dan. - Rebbit creek the 28th day of September. 1830

E. Breathitt, secretary to the Commission.

Prairie.

Wiiam Ward, agent for Choctaws, And to Henry Groves son of the chief Natticache there is one section Jno H Eaton, IL S! Robert Cole. his x mark LS
John Pitchiyn, United States interpreter. of land given to adjoin his father's land. Jno Cottee. IL 5| Hopaunechahubbee hisxmak L &
M. Mackey, United States interpreter, And to each of the following persons half a section of land is granted Greenwood Letlore L S} DavidFolsom L g
Geo S. Ganes, of Alabama, on any unoccupied and unimproved lands in the Districts where they Nittucachee. his x mark fL St JohnGarland his x mark ;l 5
A. P. Cumin, respectively live (to wit) Willis Harkins, James D Hamilton, Wilkiam g.‘:’m""mt:.bene' :mmmk :lL :; ::D::\o::a;:‘ohr:‘xn:;km Et s’
;”::H”""' Juzan, Tobias Laflore, Jo Doke, Jacob Fulsom, P. Hays, Samuel Ey:moeu;ul‘m:e :]t:r:mwk Lo p:m oz e

S Worcester, - 3 § !
Jno N Bym. Worcester, George Hunter, William Train, Robert Nail and Alexander lyasherhopia, s x mark {L S { Immarstarher his, x mark HA
John Bed McKee. Holubbee, his x mark. ft 1 Hoshmhamartar fus x mark REEY
9no. B ond And there is given a quarter section of land each to Delila and her five Onarhubbee. his x mark. L8t

) fatheriess children, she being a Choctaw woman reswding out of the na-

tion; also the same quantity to Peggy Trihan, another Indian woman
106
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APPENDIX 2

REVISED CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS
OF THE
MISSISSIPR] AAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS

PREAMSLE

Vo the Choctaw [ndians, meambers ot the Miresiasippn Band of Cheetaw
Tisdiaing desiing to promote the achievemant of sell govertimsnt for the
Choetaw potpile de, for e weltafe and betioht. horely adopt st peo
¢ e thin fallowing constitiion and hylows '

ARTICLE | ~ NAME

The name al s ongastuzstion aball be the Mesraippl Band of e
taw sdiaties anied Inay Doramatter hestoriad o an e tite

ARTICLE Il = JURISDIGTION

Thes junsdictinn ol the Missianpg Gaid of Ghoctaw indians sball ex
fernted to it lanes naw held or wineh miry hareottor ba acduiesd by of ta
o while Ty Do aset] uider iopes auttionty by the Mississipga Band of
Choctaw Indiany, amd ta all permsoe: who i now s may Listeatior
trocunie etz of thes Missdssagspn Baned of Chactaw lindiating

ARTICLE Wl - MEMBERSHIP

Sen 1 The anembetslupe of e Miaasapine tand ol Chaoctaw
Inelares shall con e of

() AILGRscavw diany of one ball {'2] af o Ghoetaw blood
tenidont it Mimmtasi, Januaty 1 D00 s shown by the
©annn rolt ingmbuied hy the ftoan of iddian At at the
Choctaw Aggene g provided et e Inbal copnietl shall Tiive
the puwer 1 rovme gl olla with e apguacad af the
S relaty of the intonor gt any time

) Any vhilid of vite falt 144) o more ¢hae law hlosed haotee o any
wftlolled hioitaen ab e bared after Januaty 1 1400 shall tw
enbitled 1 tigmbiaraip

Hoee 2 The b conpei shall Daves The puswwet o pass andinatieoes
byt b e approval of e Sectetary of Hes inlerion govetinng idoaes
mseintsernlup e, of ibsimbieislap anl e adoption of tew memberrm
gariavieent thal o poratins of toaes i ois hall degren of Chog taw Bood
el taes adimuttendd fo mnmbrsdipe i the Mg flaiicd of Cho law
Indkann

ARTICLE IV = QOVERNING BODY

Sen 4 Dhe MEesteangat Hintted of Choe L ncdeane, S duill s goverimd
by tEibal ot andd a lubab o e whota powets are sniumatatad n
Attichon VH i 1X Herein

S 2 The bl rouncit shall coiad of alected topreseniative
trongs thes syt {73 rocogiided Chochaw camitnanitiesy £ hombimanly
atiall b ptlstlesd Wy vsprespntlafions ot W Qb s s aey okding o
popalation o hersamtter pravided

Loy
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Frogue Ghilo Cammuiity \
Cunabiatta Cobmunity A
Pentl River Gommonity i
Fled Water Gomnity K
Htanding Five Comousity R
Lugkar Guammunity &
Hogue Homa Gommutity t

Hoee 3 The thhal ghilet shall be electend by the Chuoctaw penple at
arge with each tegisterad votar sitilied to onte vite

Hec 4 The tibal counvil alll bave authurity 1o tnake chiaiges in
the mumiel ol 1eprenentatives 1om spch oty aeearding o
futire commubily tieedn, comsmuiily popubition chabges OF apgilicatile
Federa law, subject {o the appeaval aof e Soctataty of te htern

HSec B ofder to quality lor and apek slec b faa aeal on e
bl o, a paraan fiunt

{#) b an enteled membion ot the tibe

() clan fansidence by fagmtralion n the combuty whiehy ho
Itenin to tejdanent

{t) b atleant 2 1y of nge

Hoc R orded o gquality Tor amd seek olg on o the allice o Wihal
vtuet, i petnor gt

{a) b an enralled membaet ol B it
() D ableant 4D yeres ot age pron to the dales ol eten lon

ARTICLE V ~ ELECTIONS

Hee U Ay memher s the Mimsmeppn tand of Choclaw diann
whiather male or temale whio v saghtestn (LI yeura of age ot more and
tagederadd sceoniing o e sot onth by e il connel sl be e
tlesd Loy yostes iy by bl plod ol

fwe 3 the bl counel abll prencots Tales il regolatiogs o
yover e congdact ab tbal eleclions comsrdent wilh fimeconstidolaon
atl biylawers All slections still be by nag et ballo

Hoc 4 The tient regular election niddet e tovewsst s otmitution bt
bylawn nhall ke Bhce 0 ne (9720 Hubmenquent theilo, segib
alectiong atill b ekt i June of ac oanbsend years Tha prongi
il council repreaetttiver vtull temun o oflice antit theie e
cemnnig e duly eloctnd atid rioated

Howod o vl inbal contol alechions, he paeaonse ety the hargont
number ol volan tos a given positian abiall e dectarod el tod

Mo h o For the election of the labal chis? The peeson toveving o
Mgty of the okl votes cast far all candidilon shalt o e fated the
thonl chig! i e avent thial Do potaon 1 given o magonty of e kel
vt cint. tho twi catdicten foceiving the aghosd manbe of yotee
ntlt D prared 10n rn olF efec tion Thss i obt sles o shall he bkl
withit thirty (50) dayac ol Hie ol etechion OF thens two catidedes (e
e whiy focaivess i imgjanly af Tha tolad voles canen the i ot plee
Hesttnbuall b e L esed thies thbsal et

Nec t0 The tornn ol atics for memabesieof e il ool shall bes
tONE (A) years gind undil et wiecormors ate duly e tad amt asated,
cinentent with Hec 7 beluw

S £ e regular il coune elocionof Jdnte 10725 eight (1)
conieil tejremetiibivers shall e aloctind b town (43 yonr tenes aing
eight (1 coutiel seprosentabivere nhall b slucted ton two G5 yenn
tetinn, fo wit

Fot thsedume . £ 7%, titnal plec tion, e Camindates ecemmving e imnort
voter i st conimunty will he sles tend fo setve fol a d yeat tern, with
ey othes candidinte () ety el g to setva s yom tatm im provl
s gt b apply 1o the Hed Waten ane Bogus Haiba Comimnlifiees

Houbiig with the teguk tribal v oune il etecban of June Y7 il
vaitinnmg theteattes all ol eparepetilaliveem hall be slovted o
tour {4) yeat teins

Sise 1 Newly stectod membion of Yies ihal couno il shall ke oftice
al the Nt rogular Mesting of the counol tolawing B ebection

Hew 8 Lhe fetim o allic o tor the thbal ¢ hief stiall te toin (4) yerits
WL o ste cermon han boon oleycfod o voatid

Hoe 1D A the st tagule meeting lallowig e by slecian, .
{ribal conme ahall edosct, Srom g the methiesstip of e counl, @
wiee Chisl dint a4 secretary bomaet with soch powetn aind tnbien s
hatemalter vnatsated  Thowe atboaks shall nenyve 1ol bwo () vean ol
b et ance enyorn are slon tod ami neats|

4 Yoaut Taring 2 Yoar Tarma

Hogae Chitta Conimanity | ]
Conehatia Conminty 1 I
Pouth Hiver Conmnunty | &
e Water Coamimnanty W (1
Htatdhing Fraove Continuendy 1 |
tokor Conuminty i |
Plague Hlosm Conutanty { ()

ARTIGLE VI = VACANGIES AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

e U I wonney oot in e mambeorabig of e ot coonet
atnd lors vy onves { 1) yout 1ainatss af the terin ol e bt whio as
varated hin ponition thie tibal chiet sdvall appoint o sacc et W aacts
meimber, whu sthadl nonves nndd Bk suc cenra woduly eles et andg Reated
al the ned rogubar elsa ton Fhis apprititeo shinlk clan ressidani o 0 aid
Tepnonesnt e gt contmity an ddisd e msimbier who vitatod hin
jrettian

G Wt I vieaney fenurs oy e maembarabup of the abal counel
s s g one (8 yoar femgite o the fenn of the imeimbies whi han
vttt hes protlion thes abal o lned sshall walhieasly (603 iyt ause
iy s tieded sl el toan i the anuin sty eiitled o oprassitation
tor Ihe puinpane of Wiy the vacatin y

lus




Be0. 3. It a vaoanay Boours in the otfice of iribat ahie! aid lesx than
on (1) yeur remaits of his term of oftice, the office shal automaticaly
be thed by the vice:chiel of the Iribil oouncl

8e0. 4. It a vacancy ocaurn in the office of tribal chis! and more than
one (1) year reinming of his term of otioe, the tribl councl sha, within
ity {80} days, cuuie to be hald a spacinl sleotion in which ak quakied
voters of the trie may participate for the purpose of tiling vacangy
The tribal vice-chief shak surve ws tribal ahiet during the petod of such
vaoaney until a naw tribal chiet is slected and seated

Y60 B It & viacanoy oucum in the olfice of vice-chiel of of the
necrelary-trendurar of the tibal counall, such & vaoanoy iy b tilked
by the councl by alction of one of i1a members to the oifice

Yec 6 Any membir of the tribat government (including the tribal
chviel andd membern of tha tribel Councl) or wny smpkiyee of the
Vinninsippi Band of Choctaw lndiane, who, during the termTor wiieh he
i slected of nppointed, e convicted of a fekiny shal he subjeat to
remaoval from his office by aclion of the tribel councl

Sec 7 Any of Ihe weven (7) recopnized Choclaw commanities
rapresentad on the tribal councl may petition (0r the ecall of a member
it han wlected by pasenting, at kst six months prior 10 the expiration
at such mambiee's tarm of ottion, & petiion signed by At least fortly pur
cant {(40%) of the ekgible voters in that community Within sixty (o)
days the iritwt GOuNci shak cauke t0 be hakd & Apacial election on the
question of recalt No council member shall be recalind except by the
affirmative vole of & majority of those voling In an #Rotion in wiveh at
fennt seventy five parcent (76%) of the parsonas eligible 1o vote shal
have volnd  Should the recal bu approved by the voter, Articie Vi,
Sectons t and 2, above, shall apply

Seo 8 The tribal council may remove council officers trom office
tor cauine by two-thirgs (243) voto of the councl members at o Maeting
atwhich i quorom s prasent, but can neither lerminale nor attect their
walun an council mambens through such action The nbal counct shal
s 2uCThe the mathods by which this tamoval rom ottice Mty he cartied
ot

Sac. 0 The tribal chint may ba removed from office i, at lnast six
monthe prior (o the sxpiration of tig tarm, & pelition hearing the
signaturen of al least tarly percant (40%) of the registeredd voters in
the e in presanted 1o the bl counclt Within aixty (60) daya of
auch praventalion, the tribit counal shall cause to be hekl 4 specist
Sction on the quealion of recall It a majorty of those voling vote tor
recall, Jovisions of Article VI, Seation 1 and 2, shal upply, proviged
that at least sevanty tive percent {75%) of the eligibia votars in thi tribe
ahlt huve voted

ARTICLE Vi — COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

The unroled membars of the seven {7) Choctaw communities shal
have the right 1o form local communily organizations and wiopl thwir
OWN tukes and reguintions in hanmony with tis constiution snd bylaws
It whak b the duty Of the counciiman from each community 1o ruport
raguiarly Al the aotions and decinions of the nbat councit 1 the eom
minity organtzations

Q 1"9
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ARTICLE Vill = POWERS AND DUTHIS OF THE TRIBAL COUNCH.

800 1 The leginlative power of the Missienipp Band of Chootaw
Indiane n vested In the tibal counclt and shak be sxercisod i {18
cordmnce with this constitution and bywe und the Constitution and
Liwn of the Unite) States appicsble (0 iIndian inbes In sddition to exer
dising uny other-lawtul lngisiative power of the Misaissippl Band ot
Chootuw thdinne, the tribl counoil in empowared

8)  Tonegotiate with and to spprove or diwapprove contracts or
agreaments with Fedwral, State, of local Yoverhinants, with
Drivale pareons, or with corporalg hodma

b} To spprove o dinapprove wny adle, dRRORNON, inane or
*ncUmbtance of tribal S, interests i land, tribal funda, of
Qthar tibal snrats

(€} To astabkeh procedures tor the conduet of all tribsl
dovammant and businean opsrations, Inghuding this reguiation
of confiiot of interest and nepotam

) Yo advine the Hacretary of the interior with ragardt to ul
ABTOAMAtON axtimates Of Fecdural projects for the henetit of
the Misaisnipgn Bang of Ghoetaw indinng proE Lo fhw submis
SO0 of wuch walimates to the Oftice of Marsgenint ang
Budgetund to Congross

() To employ ard pay lagal counsel, subject (o the Approval of
the Hecretary of the iMerir so g na wuch approvat (s re
Quired by F adernl law

(T appropriste avallabie tribiat lunds tor the banell of the tribe
ur ot nhy of (e communities

ful To appstove  of  Qsapprove opatating  hudgets  wpon
wubuntgaion by e tibat chiat

h To approve o dissppeave 8l alocations or thinbursement of
Wbt tunds (o hads undler the contrel of the friha) not
spwcticatly approptinted of authotzed i o budgpet approvest
Dy the tribal counch

) Tu anlabksh and énfores niles, consistenl with apphitubile
I adarnd mtatutws and the reguintione of the Hacratary of he
intarlor, Tor the manngament of it ands, Inckeding, but not
limiteet o, the making nd ravoeation of ankignmenis, and the
HIRPORIION of timbear, of, and MInaral esoLress

i) To creatw, of o provide by ordnence 1or the creation of
rganizations, nclading puble and privite corporations, for
any lawlu purpose, which may be non PrOfLor profit making,
and to feguiate tha activities of guch Otganizations by o
Hnanee

(k) o promote ued proteyt the henlth, peace, morais, sducation,
atid guneral walfate of the tibe and ik membars

() To borow monay 1rom any koot whatsowver withaut ket
A% 1o amount, .k on such terms snd conditions g tor such
conuideration and perioas of time as the fribal ounit shel
datarmning, 1o use all funds thus oblained to promaole the
waliare and batterment of the tibe and of ita mambers,
tinance tribal anterptines, or 1o lend monay thus bor owesd

xi

{m}  To autabkah and enforce ordinances gaverning the oondiot
of lribal membara. providing tor the maintenance of luw,
orcar. and the administration of justice; feguiating wholesale,
retail, commercial, or industrind activites on tibal tands,
entablinhing a trbal gourt, snd datining the powern and dutien
of that court, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the
Interior where sush approval is reduired by Federal lnw

() To eutsbibnh & baaks dapartmentat atructure tor the iyt
QOvernment executive branch

{0)  To astabish pokicies telating 0 tibm sconoinie attes ang
whlarinaR 0 sctordance with tim constitulion ANt hylawx

) To pass any ordivances and rosollions necessny o
NCidental 1o s axwrcine ot any: of the HHgoINng powsrs and
tubhen

) Yo do auch acts of w gavermmanial ang MbHG Do an e
not peohibited by apphcabie kwa or by this constitution and
bylaws

I To lvy and colect xan wnd rame 1avenie o mest the
Nawdn Of thie tribie o to suppon sl Uovenment oparaiions

ARTICLE IX — POWENS AND DUTIES OF THE CHIER

et 1 The tubal chief of the MisninBign Ban of Choctaw Indmne
shall have the tollowing executive POwora whd duties Rubjact to any
nitation mpoaed by the statutes or Hhe Gonutitution o the United
ftates or by this constitution ang Liylawe

) Towerve aw the principal axeculive officer of the tribve wnd ne
haad 0F the exacutive branch of the tal Yovarmnment

) Tocany out pokcies eatabishe by the tribal counci

(©)  Tonegolate contracts of nirwemants with | edeial, titnle, of
cAt govarnmants, prvite PRENONN, OF Corpormte Didivn and
fey bt tham to tha bt o oonel for Approval

() To manage, wdminister and dkwct the oparlion of tibal
PEOUCAMA, ncliviien, and services amg o wpon 1 he feitial
counc the miatus of ench program at ieast anially

(e} Yo prepare hudgets, hudget astimatan, s inanciat reapivig
tor submingion 10 ar al the direclion of the it coun i

) Toprovide tor e propar taceipt, dapusil, dinburssmant, snd
necounting of wH tunds (or funds under contrad of the lribe)
exiimintant with this constitution ang bylaws At stich ol
A% May ha wainbinhed by the tibal counel

@ o provide for the protwction ang maintsnahce ot the
Proparty. nepipment, and otficial tecords of the tibe

M To provide for enforcament of the Nilen, tegulalions, and
ordinnnges wnacied ty the tribial counel

 Topreskds over the menlings of the tribal councl wnd 1o vols
Otily In cne of # bie
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m T waervime auch addiiongl exaculive poweis ax afe
necaRnaly Ut ncidental to the perfurmance ol the powers ad
ition enumerated above, and whieh ate daither specilically
datiad Lo thee tribal chig! harwin

ARTICLE X = RIGHTS OF INDIANS

Qe v Fhe Missesippl Band of Choctaw e, 0 exelciainy
powets of welt government whal i

) Mitke ub anforee any nw prohibiting the tras axsicing of
raligion, o abtilging the readum of xpesch, of of the press,
or of e fight of the peaple paaceadly 10 wsamble and O
patition fur i rediess of Jilevineen

() Vialate the ight of the people fo b nacare i Neie pacehn,
housen, popeb and elocts against ubtepsonabike search
Al selzure, Dot paue wattanbs. bt upan probiabile emme,
npponted by oath or wbirmation. amd paricularty descitiog
the place to bie anatched atd s paiaoi o thing o be xm
7]

(1 Nubpet any peron tar he saia offense b bes twit @ put Iy
{Hupatdy

(h Compsl aty permsi 1 aly ciiial v o bt i wilhens
agginat Dyt

() Take any prvats - propedy Toe a bl ne withont st
©upatesation

[13) (lahy Tty porast b crminal procasing the tight W o
npendy atid putilie al W bie mlennesd of the tduter amd
Caatraes s e asation o be vontiontod with the wilhiensan
At i B have campulsory pracans for ohbaining
witeriey (1 bt favor, amt, ab i owh expense, b toeve the
wnindaric e st eunpsstfon s detolviae

() Pesquire oxcmnve il impnne oxcosaiva fines nflict wned
atied ubuact punmhiment. abd e event Ipose e convie
o ul gty Ohe offetsg any potalty of ponesbment groater
Wiah mpresenment for o ferm ab six inontis o i hne of $Ho0
vt i

 Dany to aty patsoiec within s tbatn ot the gl
protection of 4 laws of dopiive atly pataon of ibatly or pro
prety without chins prowesrin of faw

i Prann any bl of atlander or e post facto law

1} Dony o any peeson aceunnsd o an offetse ptitble hy
prsomnent, he ight, upon regoest tor ot ol by Jury of st
lestsry 1Nt nlx PoTHony

-

iy & The phvilagt of the wiit of habean corpus shall he avallable
1o iy persan it o court of e Uottedd Staten. 1o tost hes fegakly of by
Watention by arcer of tha hat cout

11
COPY AVAILABLE

ARTICLE X1 =~ INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

Mer 1 The mambers of the tihe rexaive t theinselvas the pawar
Wy propose o Jianoes s reRolitions ang to ensct of reject the same
Wt the pols indepandent of the trilat ceuml, but siject W apsproval of
i Seretary O thi Interor s reuired by this conatitution and Hylaws
The mombiaim of e tibe alko rexetys power at ther own aptian to ap
prove of repeet it s polls any act ol the thbat couneil

ter B The first powar resutved by the mambara of the tribe ik the
intitive Thirty parcant (30%) of the registerad votatn abalt have the
right by petition to profiose amendments to this constitution and by lnwn
At Lo propoke ordinantes wrid reavlutiong

The necand power i the dafecandunt which shall be ordered uion a
POUNOR sighad by irly pereant £10%) of the regmteied volem

Gan o4 Upon raceipt of a raguest fae an election it thoe form of an it
Wialive o tetarendun patition, the b chiet shall, after ancartaining
Wt o suthictant mumtier of ragotersd vatars have sigised Caune o e
heki un aloction un e quastion or asne within axty {80} dayn of
recaipt of sl petition. provided, iowevis hat an alaciiin on a const
Hutional wneteinant must bie called by the Secetary of e itenor an
pravide] 1 ARtiGls XEE Thirly potcent (80%) of the rogiatarad votern
shill eotmtitute a suthicien ! mantier of votars gider this sechon

nae 4 Aty mMenuten tefotred 1 tha b Ly henitinlive oF hy The
retorenudum shall take affect sind brein force whan approvad by a ngoh
ty of e volon cand v sueh oloction o wiieh at leaat forly poreet
(A0%) vt e tegintatad voters ave volad oxcept hal Inssuren e
duiring apprival of the Sec eiaty uf the Intaior ahal net be GURIRIIC T
tkapproved by tim

S b AlNsemure refortact W the tnbes Tan approved on disapgnoval
By sl ot anadl Biegn with the woids D I8 EONACTEL Y T

Membarr of thes Misntssippt atn of Chobiw s

sae t 0 Heterondisn o imbigtive poliionn Red abudese Al XJ rvnt
b nubmitleadd vttden o e aver Tottar aigtiod Dy b laast e (3] npannors
wihio At membiors of tha fibe aft who ate mgatered to vole 1 total
alseiivong
st ciaver Totter niist bo aigited by the npobisoes i the preseice ol i
ragilprett notaty putilie, and naicl potiioms mosd be fled b acconkaiee
with i procedure o be antabiftatsd by e Wbl coaned

ARTICLE Xl — REPEAL AND SAVING GLAUSE

Ger 1 e constitution and bylaws of the Mistsaipgn Batkl of
Chuctaw ks spproved May 22 145, and revisad i Novembet
JH, 1008, under the provisions of the Act of June 11 1044,
amenued, n herohy repealad atid supersadod by this copstitition
1 iowsie(d Wheaaler instian Beorganization t i Act

sec 2 Al ardinanten and rasolutionk heretufors « uctad by the
Muvisisipnl Baned of Chataw Indung shall camain ol foree atid effoct
1t 1he axtant that they nre consiglent with ihis congtitytion

xii

Sue 4 10 e event any santence, parsgraph of kectinn of this con
whiatiun and bylawn ahall be hokd ineatstitulional of invalid By 8 t edetal
court of ¢ empetent ansdivtion, the fainainitg Huflancon, palagiaphn
of sections shall remain valid e | he pranimed connimtent with the
Unitend $tatan Gonatitulion

ARTICLE Xill .~ AMENDMENTS

This ¢ unsilution and bykiws mav ba amended by 8 ajiity vite of
the tpualitieed voters of e ik voling at an election calied toe it put
pobe by the Seviatary of thie ntenor, provided that al leimt forly per
vant {40%) of thoase sntitlad 10 vote ahall volé in auch alettion, but no
ametdimoent shalt bacome effecive until it ’ball have been approved hy
tha Gocratary of the Intanor 1 shall ba the duty of the Secetary uf the
tetior to vl an slection on any proposed atieidnient when fe
quented by a sutticient nombar o qualified volers an provided I Atticle
X1 or by e tihiat comsed

BYLAWS OF THE
MISSIRSIPFI BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS

ARTICLE | = DUTIES OF TRIBAL COUNCIL OFFICERS

viet 1 Thevice ¢ Bief of e tibal cooned ’all pasimt the tnhal vhied
when caliag upon o go so by thes chiet and 10 the absonca of e bl
Chiet, 1 il e s daty s responatiity G preside over bt couneil
inetings

Nee ¥ The nactetaty Heanuret of the tnbisl councit shalbinsite that
alaceurate e ord of all e iohs OF e coanclt ik mitained He
nhll st promptly, o e Supanintendent of the Ghoclaw Apsicy,
vapien of the mingdes, resalutionn adepled, and oEdinancan passet ol
all regular aimd spocil moetings OF e bkt counel an teguired iy the
Lioeretaty v the Intenar

Gee Wb Thie secretaty asnuier of he trbal counctt sl caune to
e aniditeed all nkal funds ang aceounty ad ledast v e each vear atd at
- othet Simas as raguiren by the tibal counolor by the hecratary of
the Intenor and shall sigh and appiove alt disbursatanta of tibal lnda
{or fundh undar cantro uf e Wk}, e shiall alae Kigh ad appeove Al
vottraets Degatintad by the tobal chiet i behall of the b unlass
othestwine provided by the tnbad couned

e 4 The sevtary tensute of thi bal counctl, and suc i othes
utlic e amt employess of e e whit e tesponaible fr nate
atlarding Wikl resoarces, hall b bonded and e cost ol mah bond
nhall e berne by the tibe The amount of the bond rhall he datermine|
by the tribal couml an fenured by the Sectelaty of the lintenor

Qo b The sacretary treasurar of the tribal councl, by reason of
hist otfice, shall pragide over such commitieen us are oy lablished by the
Wiat Contel on bugdgetaty atd lingnciat matters




ARTICLE H — MEETINGS

Suc 1 The tribal councl shan hokt reguir mastings on the aecend
Tuesday In Junuary, April, July, and October of wach yonr Special
medtings of the tribal council

(8)  nriay b callad by the tribal chisf when in his judgiment they
Rré reguiresd

) whall be cabud by the tribal chiv! at the written requent of at
heiat tine (§) membars of the Wibia! council of & majority of the
Counci membamhip, whihevir is higher

The busiiess of upecwl meetings shalt be Kmited to the attenm
snaditied in the cal

Sec 2 A mujoiily of the mambars of the tobal councl shilt con
stitute a quorim for the trankaction of any tridal Dusineas

St 3 The trhal councll in the conduct of ite business shall be
QOvarnad by Robert's Rules of Order

ARTICLE I} -« ADOPTION

This conmtitution and bylaws, when adopted by a majority vote of the
antollid mambera of the Mississippl Band of Choctaw Indisns voling in
A Rpacial alaction cakad tor thit purpose by the Secretiry of the interior
and In which at least thirty parcent (30%) of those peraons anlitied to
vote ahal have voted, shak be submittad 10 the Secratary of the interior
for his approval The date of such approval shall be the ettective date of
this constilution and bylaws

CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION

Pursuant to an alection authorized by the Acting Deputy Comminsionar
O indian Atftairs on Qctobier 17, 1974, the attuched Revised Constitu-
tion and Bylaws ofthe Mississinp Band of Choctaw Indians was sub
mittad 10 the quakfied voters of the band and was on December 17.
1974, duly adopted by & vote of 328 for, and 237 HGRINKY, In an wlac
ton in which at least thirty percant of the 1687 entitied 10 vole cast
thok bakiota in accordance wilh Section 16 of the ingian Reorganization
Actof June 18, 1934 (48 St 984). un amanded by the Act of June
16,1938 (4D Stat 378)

APPROVAL

{801 Morris thompsan
I, . .
Commigsionsr of indian Attairs, ty virtue of thee suthority Qratled 10 the
Sacretary of the Interior by the Act of June t8, 1094 (48 Siat 004).
A amanded, and delegatad to me by 200 OM 1.1, do heraby spprove
the Revised Gonstitution andt Bylaws of the Mississipp! Band of Ghoc
taw Indinns, duly adopted by thie qualfied voters on December 17,
1974

Commisstoner of indian Atfairs

'w“hmqton.l)c l ! ;;

.
Dl{ﬁ March 28, 1076
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