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PREFACE

This publication is one of a series of monographs prepared by
different countries at the suggestion of the United Nations to com-
memorate World Population Year. Prepared according to a common plan,
each monograph deals with the historical growth and development of the
population of the subject country, its present characteristics and social
conditions, and future trends.

This monograph dealing with the population of New Zealand, which
was prepared by the Demographic Analysis Section of the Department of
Statistics, is based mainly on data already available in various pub-
lications of the Department, especially on that derived from the five-
yearly Censuses of Population and Dwellings. A bibliography is included
af the back of the publication. The work was undertaken at the request
of the Committee for International Co-ordination of National Research in
Demography (CICRED), which has assumed responsibility for co-
ordinating these national monographs on population.

E.A. HARRIS
Government Statistician
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CHAPTER 1
POPULATION GROWTH

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The total population of New Zealand at 31 March 1975 was
estimated to be 3,105,400. This figure is over twenty-five times the
population (115,462) recorded at the first Census of Population in
1858. The one million population level was reached in 1908. Forty-four
years later, in 1952, the population had doubled to two million and by
1973 (in just over two decades) it had passed the three million mark.
Figure 1.1 illustrates the historical growth pattern of the New Zealand
population as recorded at successive Censuses from 1858 to 1971. New
Zealand comprises two large islands (the North and South Islands)
and several small islands. Its total area is 268,675 square
kilometres. At the 1971 census, population density was 10.7 persons
per square kilometre compared with 5.2 persons per square kilometre
at the 1926 Census. Population densities are higher in the northern
and generally warmer regions; the North Island, with 17.9 persons per
square kilometre in 1971, has for many years been more densely
populated than the South Island (5.3 persons per square kilometre in
1971). In New Zealand, distribution of the population is greatly
affected by the nature of the land and climate. Mountains, lakes and
rough hill country cover 75 percent of the country thus restricting
settlement to about 25 percent of the land area. By world standards
New Zealand’s population is small and its population density is low.
Although its current growth is higher than that of many European and
North American countries, neither the rate of population increase nor
the overall size of the population have yet imposed any serious
impediments to economic and social development. However, since
1970 there have been signs of increasing pressure on resources arising
from an acceleration in growth attributable to a rapid increase in the
level of net immigration. There have also been problems associated
with an increasingly uneven pattern of areal population distribution
and with differential fertility rates among various ethnic and socio-
economic groups in the community.

1.2 HISTORICAL GROWTH

In New Zealand’s early colonial years, the bulk of population
increase was due to immigration of European settlers encouraged by
better economic prospects, the discovery of gold, a new deal in labour
relations and a vigorous public works policy. It was not until the late



©

THE POPULATION OF NEW ZEALAND

Number (Mitlion)

Rumber (Million)

-
~

o~
T

(=]
o~
T

NON MAORI

\

MAOR!

TOTAL POPULATION

vl

| 188
(-]

1971

1966

1961

1956

1951

1945

1936

1921

1916

\x\\%&

11081
1 1878

1806

1901

1888

1891



POPULATION GROWTH 9

1870’s that natural increase permanently displaced net immigration as
the chief contributor to population growth. By the census of 1881, the
proportion of the total population born in New Zealand and born
overseas had become approximately equal (50.2 and 49.8 percent
respectively). The depression of the late eighties and early nineties
brought about a temporary cessation of the net gain from
immigration (departures actually exceeding arrivals during the period
1886-1890).

As Table 1.1 shows, population increase has been substantialin each
intercensal period since 1858. However, since the end of the First
World War, New Zealand’s demographic experience has proved
highly sensitive to economic and social factors and considerable
variations in population growth rates have occurred. The decline in
the growth rate experienced during the 1930’s reflected the economic
uncertainties of the period, while the post-World War II fertility
boom, which was experienced by most developed western countries,
contributed to the high growth rates experienced during the 1950’s and
early 1960’s. A combination of sharply falling birth rates and lower
than normal levels of immigration resulted in a significantly lower
growth rate during 1966-71.

TABLE 1.1 GROWTH OF NEW ZEALAND
POPULATION, 1858-1971
Total Increase OQver | Average Annual
Census Date Population™ Preceding Census ||ntercensal Rate
Number Rate of Increase
(Percent) (Percent)
24 December, 1858 115,462 - - -
1 March, 1874 344,984 229,522 298.8 7.5
3 March, 1878 458,007 113,023 32.8 7.3
3 April, 1881 534,030 76,023 16.6 5.1
18 March, 1886 620,451 86,421 16.2 3.1
5 April, 1891 668,632 48,181 7.8 1.5
12 April, 1896 743,207 74,575 11.2 2.1
31 March, 1901 815,853 72,646 9.8 1.9
29 April, 1906 936,304 120,451 14,8 2.8
2 April, 1911 1,058,308 122,004 13.0 2.5
15 October, 1916 1,149,225 90,917 8.6 1.5
17 April, 1921 1,271,664 122,439 10.7 2.3
20 April, 1926 1,408,139 136,475 10,7 2.1
24 March, 1936 1,573,810 165,671 11.8 1.1
25 September, 1945 1,702,298 128,488 8.2 0.8
17 April, 1951 1,989,472 237,174 13.9 2.4
17 April, 1956 2,174,060 234,590 12.1 2.3
18 April, 1961 2,414,984 240,922 11.1 2.1
22 March, 1966 2,676,919 261,935 10.8 2.1
23 March, 1971 2,862,631 185,712 6.9 1.4

®Excludes members of the New Zealand Armed Forces overseas at census
dates.
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1.3 CONTRIBUTION OF NATURAL INCREASE AND
MIGRATION TO POPULATION GROWTH

Figure 1.2 illustrates the relative contributions natural increase and
net migration have made to population growth in New Zealand since
1921. Over this period, natural increase (number of live births minus
number of deaths) has consistently been the chief contributor to
population growth. However, external migration has continued to
have a significant influence. :

During the period since 1921 the crude death rate has remained
relatively stable, varying from 11.05 per 1,000 of mean total population
in 1942 (during World War II) to 8.35 per 1,000 of mean total
population in 1933. Consequently, fluctuations in the rate of natural
increase during this period have been largely due to changes in the
crude birth rate. In the three intercensal periods after World War 11
average annual population growth rates of 2.4 percent, 2.3 percent and
2.1 percent were recorded. During this period of high fertility the
relative contributions of natural increase and net immigration to
growth were about 80 and 20 percent respectively.

Average annual growth in population fell sharply to 1.4 percent
during 1966-71.

In addition to the decline in fertility which began in 1962, this latter
fall in population growth was the result of population losses through

net emigration suffered during the internal economic recession of
1968-69.

Large gains through net immigration during 1971-74 have been
sufficient to offset the continuing decline in fertility and maintain the
average annual rate of population growth of about 2 percent. During
this period the relative contribution of net immigration to population
growth was nearly 45 percent, the highest recorded since the 19th
century.
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FIGURE 1.2 POPULATION INCREASE, NATURAL INCREASE, AND INCREASE DUE TO

Number (000)
00

NET MIGRATION OYER SUCCESSIYE FIVE YEAR PERIODS, 192Y. 1971

Number (000)
300

275 pb—unr 215
NET 1MMIGRATION §§;j$§§
250 250
NET EMIGRATION
225 225
NATURAL INCREASE
200 f——— 200
115 175
150 150
125 | \§§* H 125
100 -§§§§§§ H 100
i — 75
~ 50
.

1921-26 1926-31 1931-36 1936-41 1941-46 1946-51 195)-56 1956-6] 1961-66 1966-71

Five Yaar Periods



12 THE POPULATION OF NEW ZEALAND

TABLE 1.2 NEW ZEALAND: POPULATION INCREASE,
NATURAL INCREASE AND INCREASE DUE TO
NET MIGRATION, 1921-1974

Five Year Total Population Natural DI:: rt%azc:t I’r:\:;cr’zg;t;OXt?rfib?sg:gtll? :,
Period |Population| Increase Increase [mmigration )
Ended 31 | at end of During During Du?'ing Natural Net
December Period Period Period Period (1) Increase Immigration(l)
(Thousand) (Percent)
1926 1,429,7 136.8 88.7 48.1 64.9 35.1
1931 1,522.8 3.1 80.4 12.7 86,3 13,7
1836 1,584.6 61.9 70.0 - 829 113.2 ~13.2@
1941 1,631.3 46,7 89,2 —42,6%) 191.2 — 91,20
1946 1,781.2 149.9 112.4 37.6 74.9 25.1
1951 1,970.5 189.3 157.9 31.4 83.4 16.6
1956 2,209,1 238.8 175.2 63.4 73.4 26.6
1961 2,461.2 252.1 204.3 47.8 81.1 18.9
1966 2,711.3 250,1 198.5 51.6 79.4 20.6
1971 2,899.1 187.7 192.1 —~ 4.4@) 102.3 - 23@
197430 | 3.084.7 195.6 107.9 87.7 55.2 4.8

() pifference between population increase and natural increase.
Decrease due to net emigration,
®) Three year period ended 31 December..

1.4 IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION

New Zealand is one of the few countries of the world where
international migration continues to exercise an important influence
on population growth. Table 1.3 shows the recorded total arrivals,
total departures and the net total migration (usually an excess of
arrivals over departures) in successive five-year periods since 1901.
These data reflect the close relationship which exists between net
external migration levels and the economic situation prevailing at any
given time in New Zealand and Australia, and in the United Kingdom
and other traditional migrant “donor” countries.

With the exception of the period 1941-46, when net immigration
was negligible because of World War II, periods of low net
immigration or net emigration have coincided with times of economic
recession.

Between 1961 and 1971 the average annual excess of arrivals over
departures was 7,325 while annual experience varied from a net
inflow of 18,832 in 1962 to a net outflow of 10,848 in 1969. These data
indicate the susceptability of external migration flows to economic
cycles — net immigration which rose from 7,845 in 1971 to 10,851 in
1972, showed an even sharper rise to 33,576 in 1974, the highest figure
recorded this century. Of the 2.3 percent overall population growth
rate in that year, net immigration contributed 1.1 percent.
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TABLE 1.3 EXTERNAL MIGRATION
ARRIVALS, DEPARTURES AND EXCESS OF
ARRIVALS OVER DEPARTURES, 1901-1975

“\ Five Year Total Total Excess of

: Period Arrivals Departures | Arrivals Over

. Ended 31 During During Departures
March Period(l) | Period® | During Period (1)
1906 155,468 107,760 47,708
1911 194,568 157,185 37,383
1916 190,445 153,719 36,726
1921 119,156 99,632 19,524
1926 196,150 150,091 46,059

/ 1931 180,898 162,264 18,634

1936 108,128 120,494 ~12,366®)
1941 158,302 144,564 13,738
1946 34,498 30,280 4,218
1951 199,972 171,595 28,377
1956 318,665 250,406 68,259
1961 434,984 393,259 41,725
1966 851,404 779,437 71,967
1971 1,411,224 1,409,942 1,282
197527 | 2.154.417 | 2,055,883 98,534

(WFigures are exclusive of crews, through passengers,
tourists on cruising liners and members of the armed
forces.

@ Eour year period ended 31 March.
®excess of Departures over arrivals.






CHAPTER 11
COMPONENTS OF

POPULATION GROWTH

2.1 \INTRODUCTION

The growth of any population depends primarily on three processes,
also called the dynamics of population growth, viz., fertility, mortality
and migration. This chapter provides a comprehensive analysis of the
differentials, patterns and trends in the three demographic processes in
New Zealand during the present century. In presenting this analysis
the primary objective was to cover the demographic experience of the
total New Zealand population. But in some cases, owing either to the
lack of historical data on Maori vital events or the defective nature of
the available official data, the analysis had to be restricted to the
European (non-Maori) experience only. It should, however, be
emphasised that Maori births and deaths account for only a small
proportion of all births and deaths in New Zealand in any year, and
their numerical effect on the level and pattern of national fertility and
mortality is essentially limited.

2.2 MORTALITY

Secular changes in the crude death rate (number of deaths per 1,000
mean population) in New Zealand during the 54-year period 1921-74,
are illustrated graphically in Figure 2.1. With the exception of a
temporary but significant rise during the 1930’s and the early-World
War II years, the general trend in the crude death rate was downwards
over the period. The annual changes in rate, especially since the early-
1950’s, have been generally small and erratic. The crude death rate in
1974 was 8.30 per 1,000 mean population compared with 11.05 per
1,000 in 1942 or with the initial (1921) level of 9.00 deaths per 1,000
mean population.

Secular trends in the crude death rate are, however, affected by the
contemporary changes in the age and sex structure of population. To
allow for these factors, adjusted (or standardised) death rates were
computed (the 1971 age and sex distribution of total New Zealand
population was used as standard for this purpose), for selected years
and these are compared with the corresponding crude rates in Table
2.1 below.
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FIGURE 2.1 CRUDE DEATH RATES (TOTAL POPULATION)
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TABLE 2.1

CRUDE AND STANDARDISED (1)
DEATH RATES FOR TOTAL
NEW ZEALAND POPULATION, 1941-1971

Standardised Death Rate )

Crude Death

Year Rate®): Total
Males | Females|Total Population Population
1941 11.18 11.26 11.22 10.45
1951 9,59 9.26 9.42 9.67
1961 9.16 8.25 8.70 8.98
1966 9.72 8.03 8.88 8.86
1971 9.39 7.61 8.50 8.49

)per 1,000 mean population,
) Rates were adjusted by the ‘'Direct’’ method of standardisation

using the 1971 age and sex distribution of total New Zealand

population,

This comparison shows that the crude series understated the “real”
level of, and the amount of decline in, mortality during the 1940’.
Also, it masked the small but demographically, socially and medically
important rise in mortality between 1961 and 1966. This rise, it should
be noted, was due mainly to a rise in male mortality and led to the
further widening of the male-female differential. In 1971, the female
standardised death rate was 7.61 per 1,000 and the male standardised
rate was 9.39 per 1,000 — a difference of 19 percent compared with a
difference of only 3 percent in 1951,

2.2.1 Expectation of Life at Birth
The historical series on life expectancy at birth, presented in Table

2.2 confirm these broad mortality trends and differentials.

TABLE 2.2 EXPECTATION OF LIFE AT BIRTH, 1880~1972
Expectation of Life at Birth:
Period -
Lci’;e Non-Maori Population | Maori Population (S,S; mDaIIfef:r?T\;;ahless,’)
Table
Males Females | Males Females | Non-Maori Maori
1880-92 54.44 57.26 e wes 2.82 .
1891-95 55.29 58,09 ™ 2.80
1896-1900 57.37 59,95 ™ a0 2.58 .
1901-05 58.09 60,55 2.46
1906-10 59.17 61.76 vas 2.59
1911-15 60.96 63.48 voe ves 2.52 cee
192122 62.76 65.43 2.67
1925-27 63.99 66.57 ™ . 2.58
1981 65.04 67.88 2.84
1934-38 65.46 68.45 . oo 2,99
1950-52 68.29 72.43 54.05 55,88 4,14 1.83
1955-57 68.88 73.88 57.23 58.68 5,00 1.45
1960-62 69.17 74,51 59.05 61.37 5.34 2.32
1965-67 68.67 74.84 61.44 64,78 8.17 3.34
1970-72 69,09 75.16 60.96 64,96 6.07 4,00
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The long term trend since the last centrury has been generally that of
a continuous but slowing improvement in longevity for both sexes.
The only notable interruption in this trend was the small decrease in
male life expectancy experienced between 1960-62 and 1965-67, which
was due to the higher male mortality resulting from a higher incidence
of organic diseases (mainly heart diseases and cancer) and accidents.

Between 1880-92 and 1970-72, the average non-Maori male life
expectancy rose by 14.65 years from 54.44 years to 69.09 years, and the
average non-Maori female life expectancy rose by 17 90 years from
57.26 years to 75.16 years. The gains in the last two decades have been
essentially small: approximately one year for malesand three years for
females. Table 2.2 shows that the female advantage in average life
expectancy increased from 2.52 yearsin 1911-15 to 4.14 years in 1950-
52 and further to 6.07 years in 1970-72.

2.2.2 Trends in Mortality by Age

Table 2.3 summarises the Ievels and trends in death rates by age and
sex since the beginning of the twentieth century. With few exceptions,
there were significant improvements in mortality at all ages. In
numerical terms the largest improvement took place in the risk of
death in the first year of life: the infant mortality rate decreased from
71.40 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1901 to only 16.06 per 1,000 in
1973: the provisional figure for 1974 is only 15.54 per 1,000.

At the turn of the century, deaths in the first year of life accounted
for almost 20 percent of the deaths at all ages: in 1974 the
corresponding proportion was only 3.6 percent. Advances in medical
knowledge and practice, improvement in ante-natal and post-natal
care, the introduction of various public health measures, the
expansion of health services, and the improvement in social and
economic conditions and general standard of living contributed
measurably to this end.

Beyond the first year of life, the relative improvement in death rates
during the period (1901-74) has been successively smaller with the
increase in age, ranging from 87 percent for pre-school children (14
years) to 18 percent for the oldest group (75 years and over).
Moreover, with one exception, age by age, the improvement in
mortality was substantially higher for females than for males. This is
reflected in the widening of the male-female differentials in mortality.

In 1973, male death rates at various ages exceeded the female rates
by 22-198 percent, with the largest difference being for ages 15-24
years, where accidents constitute the most common cause of death.
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TABLE 2.3 MORTALITY RATES (TOTAL POPULATION)
BY AGE AND SEX FOR SELECTED YEARS, 1901-1973
Age Group
Year
Under 11)| 1-4 | 5-14 | 1524 | 25-34 |35-44. |45-54 | 55-64 |65-74 g’vz‘r‘d
{Rates per 1,000 of mean population in each age group}
Males
1901 @ 78,60 |6.81 | 1.89 | 3.52 | 3.97 | 6.16 | 11.94 | 23.12 | 50.59 | 141.67
1911 @ 63.48 536 | 1.91 | 2.42 | 3.87 | 627 | 11.02 | 20.83 [53.22 | 130.58
1921 @) 53,10 |4.,78 | 1.85 | 2.44 | 3.56 | 5.55 | 9.61 |19.96 |46.17 | 128.60
1931 @ 38.21 2,83 [1.35 | 2.28| 2,77 | 4.64 | 8.69 | 18.25 | 44.18 | 130.57
1941 43.65 |4.39 136 | 2.53| 2.93 | 3.95] 9.20 | 21.13 | 47.44 | 140,27
1951 31.69 1.87 {075 | t82 | 1.95 | 3.15 | 7.57 | 20.46 |47.52 } 121.66
1961 25.86 134 | 0,49 | 1.28 | 1.47 | 2.68 | 7.39 [ 19.65 | 47.33 | 126.31
1971 17.91 1.07 | 0.46 | 1.44 | 1.33 | 2.80 | 7.34 |20.69 | 48.39 | 137.67
1972 17.66 1,00 | 034 | 1.84 ] 132 | 2.50 | 7.25 [20.10 | 46.89 | 136.14
1973 19.00 1.06 | 0.50 | 1.82 | 1.36 | 2.71 | 7.53 | 20.59 |49.17 | 134.87
1974 18.26 0.86 1048 | 1.60 1 1.47 | 2,62 | 7.37 | 19.89 | 47.02 | 134.05
Females
1901 @ 63.87 550 | 1.64 | 3.58 ( 4.72 | 6.70 | 10.62 | 19.44 | 4332 | 127.98
1911 @ 48,74 |537 | 1.48 ] 2,76 | 4.34 | 4.92 | 838 | 17.89 | 40.44 | 119.60
1921 @) 42,31 4.49 | 131 | 2.34 | 3.38 | 4.6 | 8,00 | 14.88 | 36.81 | 120.23
1931 @ 2567 {2.47 {0.97 | 1.85| 3.20 | 3.81 | 6.84 | 15.36 | 36.83 | 122.87
1941 37.75 |3.84 |1.20 | 1.94 | 2.44 | 3.50 | 6.90 | 15.04 |38.60 | 118.92
1951 23.09 1,59 | 0.54 | 0.89| 1.30 | 2.27 | 5.67 | 13.85 | 32.80 | 109.79
1961 19.50 1.6 | 0.35°] 0.53 | 0.87 | 1.95 | 4.59 | 11.22 | 29.89 | 104.74
1971 15,10 0.82 | 0.28 | 0,56 | 0.91 | 1.87 | 4.71 | 10.37 | 25.47 | 100.05
1972 13.83 0.95 [ 0.36 | 0.62 | 0.74 | 1.87 | 4.44 [ 10.71 | 27.73 | 104.43
1973 13.30 0.87 |028 | 061 | 0.77 | 1.84 | 4.38 | 10.56 | 26.55 | 102.25
1974 12,66 0.80 1033 | 0611 0.70 | 2.07 | 4,78 1 10.85 | 26.36 | 99.20
Both Sexes

1901 @ 71.40 8.7 {1.77 | 3.55 | 4.33 | .40 | 11.37 | 21.63 | 47.87 { 135.71
1919 56.31 536 | 1.70 | 2,58 | 4.09 | 5.54 | 9.82 | 19.55 | 47.74 | 126.13
1921 @) 47.82 464 1 1.58 | 2.39 | 3.47 | 5.10 | 8.85 | 17.59 | 41.90 | 124.84
1931 @) 32,45 |2.65 |1.17 | 2.07| 2.98 | 4.22 | 7.80 | 16.88 | 40.56 | 126.87
1941 39,81 4,12 [1.28 | 2.22 | 2.67 | 3.72 | 8.02 | 18.16 | 43.04 | 120.15
1951 27.54 1,73 | 0.65 | 1.36 | 1.63 | 2.71 | 6.67 | 17.03 [38.93 | 115.26
1961 22,76 1.25 [0.42 | 0,91 | 1,18 | 2.31 | 6.00 | 15.41 {37.67 | 114.01
1971 16.54 0.95 | 0.37 | 1.01 | 1.12 | 2.39 | 6.02 | 15.43 | 35.94 | 113.96
1972 15.79 | 0.98 {0.35 | 1.14 | 1.03 | 2.19 | 5.85 | 15.29 | 36.50 | 116.08
1973 16.22 0.9 {038 | 123 | 1.07 | 2,28 | 5.97 | 1543 { 36.92 | 114.18
1974 15.54 0.83 |0.41 | 1,41 | 1.09 | 2.35 | 6.10 | 15.72 [ 35.84 | 111.91

) per 1,000 live births in this case.
@ Non-Maori figures only as Maori deaths at ages not available for these years.
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Recent developments in mortality trends have been far from
encouraging. For many years until the end of World War II, New
Zealand boasted of the lowest infant mortality in the world. Since
then, however, it has lagged behind some other countries. There has
also been a significant deceleration in the decline in mortality at
younger ages. At ages 45 years and over, death rates have either
levelled off or started to rise.

2.2.3 Maori — Non-Maori Differentials in Mortality

Mortality statistics in New Zealand have for many years pointed
to the sharp differences between Maori and non-Maori mortality
experiences. Crude death rates for Maoris are significantly lower than
for non-Maoris (Table 2.4). However, this, as has been often pointed
out, is due to the more youthful age structure of the Maori population.
The death rates adjusted for the differences in age structures indicate
that the true risk of death for Maoris is at least 70 percent higher (on
the basis of 1970-72 experience) than for their non-Maori
counterparts.

TABLE 2.4 CRUDE AND AGE-STANDARDISED DEATH
RATES®": (MAORI AND NON-MAORI POPULATIONS), 1961-1974

Crude Death Rate Age-Standardised @)
Calendar Death Rate
Year Maori R K K
ori Non-Maori Maori Non-Maori
Population | Population | Population | Population
1961 8.3 9.0 15.8 8.7
1962 7.0 9.0 14.8 8.7
1963 6.6 9.0 14.9 8.7
1964 6.2 9.0 14.7 8.8
1965 6.2 8.9 14.7 8.7 -
1966 6.4 9.1 15.6 8.9
1967 5.9 8.6 13.5 8.5
1968 6.2 9.1 15.8 8.9
1969 6.1 8.9 15.7 8.7
1970 6.3 9.0 15.7 8.9
1971 6.2 8.7 15.2 8.4
1972 5.7 8.7 14.4 8.5
1973 5.7 8.7
1974 5.2 8.6

W The ‘“Direct’’ method of standardisation was used, the standard
population being the age-specific population as enumerated at
the 1971 Census.

(2) Per 1,000 mean population.
Source: Department of Health

Table 2.2 shows that between 1950-52 and 1970-72, the average life
expectancy for Maori males rose by about 6.91 years from 54.05 years
to 60.96 years, and that for Maori females by 9.06 years from 55.88
years to 64.96 years. These gains, it should be noted, were considerably
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larger than those recorded for non-Maoris, and as a result there was
some narrowing of the Maori-non Maori differences in longevity over
the years. Nevertheless, in 1970-72, a non-Maori male baby could
expect to live about 8 years longer than a Maori male baby and a non-
Maori female baby female baby about 10 years longer than a Maori
female baby. With expected improvement in Maori standards of living
and increased access to medical and hospital services, Maori life
expectancy at birth may improve significantly in the future.

2.2.4 Causes of Death

Table 2.5 shows trends in mortality for certain major causes of death
since 1955. Because of the changes in diagnostic techniques and
methods of certification, as well as the perennial revisions of the
International Classification of diseases, which affect any long-term
analysis of mortality by cause of death, this comparisonis restricted to
broad groups of diseases.

With the elimination of most of the infectious and parasitic diseases,
further reduction of mortality in New Zealand now depends largely on
greater control of the degenerative ailments (mainly cancer and the
diseases of heart and circulatory system), and accidents.

TABLE 2.5 MORTALITY RATES® FOR SELECTED
CAUSES® OF DEATH, 1955-1972
Bron- Acci-
Heart Cerebro- rzgﬁga. Ehit:‘s' d?ﬂts VMgFO'I' Dis- Diabet
p . mphy- | other ehicle| eases iabetes
Year | Diss, [Gancer [Vasoular |afr?d_ sema | than | Acci- | of the | Mellitus
ease Disease :nzl; and Motor | dents |Arteries
Asthma |vehicle

1955 307 148 109 32 32 31 17 18 10
1956 308 145 106 43 30 28 15 22 10
1957 311 144 113 52 34 33 18 20 13’
1958 299 144 114 36 30 30 18 20 13
1959 310 143 110 55 33 29 16 18 10
1960 304 138 107 45 29 31 15 21 12
1961 310 146 113 47 34 30 17 18 12
1962 306 145 110 58 31 30 17 18 11
1963 313 148 109 47 33 28 17 18 12
1964 311 142 106 59 35 30 17 18 12
1965 308 145 109 47 34 31 21 22 10
1966 314 143 114 48 38 32 21 20 12
1987 304 141 104 40 34 30 23 20 11
1968 316 148 113 51 33 33 20 23 12
1969 302 149 110 51 34 27 21 22 15
1970 294 158 114 57 36 32 23 18 13
1971 292 157 116 43 34 31 24 20 13
1972 285 155 118 37 35 30 25 24 16

@ per 100,000 mean population,
® peaths are classified in accordance with the 1965 (Eighth) Revision of the Internationa!
Classification of Diseases.
@ Includes al! forms except congenital.
Source: Department of Health.
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Diseases of the heart are the leading cause of death in New Zealand
and in 1972 accounted for almost one-third of all deaths. Heart disease
is predominantly a cause of death at the older ages (65 years and over)
among both males and females, butis also a leading killer among males
in the late-working ages (45-64 years). Between 1968 and 1972 there
was a small (10 percent) improvement in the mortality rate for heart
disease, from 316 to 285 per 100,000 mean population, which was due
to an improvement in the mortality rates for rheumatic, hypertensive,
valvular and symptomatic forms of the disease.

All forms of malignant neoplasm (cancer) are the second major
cause of death, and in 1972 accounted for 18 percent of all deaths
compared with 16 percent in 1955. Cancer is a major cause of death
both at middle and old ages. Mortality due to cancer is higher among
males than among females at all ages except the age group 25-44 years,
where females have a higher cancer death rate because of a.high
incidence of breast and genito-urinary cancer.

Another 14 percent of all deaths are attributed to cerebrovascular
disease, including conditions such as subarachnoid haemorrhage,
embolism and thrombosis of the cerebral arteries, stroke, apoplexy
and ischaemic cerebrovascular disease.

Influenza and pneumonia are the fourth most frequent cause of
death, followed closely by a residual group of the diseases of the
respiratory tract; bronchitis, emphysema and asthma. During 1970-
72, 5 percent and 4 percent respectively of all deaths were due to these
two groups.

Deaths due to accidents other than motor vehicle rank sixth and
those due to motor vehicle accidents rank seventh among the causes of
death. In 1972, the mortality rate from motor vehicle accidents was 25
per 100,000 mean population compared with 17 per 100,000 mean
population in 1955.

Other significant causes of death are diseases of the arteries,
diabetes mellitus and congenital anomalies in that order.
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2.3 FERTILITY

In examining the historical changes in fertility in New Zealand, we
have to rely heavily on non-Maori data. Until 1913, there were no
registration data on Maori births available, and the data on ages,
collected at the quinquennial censuses, which could afford some
indirect estimates on the Maori fertility level, suffered from a
substantial under-enumeration of children. The compulsory
registration of Maori births was introduced in 1913, but until payment
of family benefit, subject to birth registration became universal in 1946
reporting was considered incomplete. The official estimates of the
Maori birth rate during this period are not consistent with the fertility
levels suggested by the intercensal growth of Maori population.

The transition in non-Maori fertility from “large” to “small” families
probably began during the 1870’s. By 1913, when information on age
of mother, facilitating the computation of more refined fertility
measures, was first obtained on birth certificates, the crude birth rate
(number of births per 1,000 mean population) had dropped from over
40 per 1,000 to about 25 per 1,000. Corresponding changes in the
general fertility rate (number of births per 1,000 women aged 1549
years), suggest that fertility actually fell by about one-half during this
period.

Changes in the crude birth rate understated the “real” decline in
fertility, because of the favourable changes in the relative size and age
structure of females in reproductive ages. Between 1874 and 1911, the
general fertility rate, adjusted for these changes by the indirect method
of standardisation, decreased by about 53 percent from 208.7 per 1,000
in 1874 to 99.0 per 1,000 in 1911.

Major trends in the total fertility rate (sum of age-specific fertility
rates) since 1913 are illustrated in Figure 2.2. The total fertility rate
gives the average number of births a group of women would have if
they were subject to a given set of age-specific fertility rates throughout
their reproductive span and none of them died during this period. In
1913, the total fertility rate was 3,166 births per 1,000 women.
Flolowing a brief but sharp rise at the end of World War I, the rate
dropped steadily to 2,601 per 1,000 in 1927, then fell below
“replacement level” during the economic depression, finally reaching
its nadir (2,046 per 1,000) in 1935.

In common with many developed nations, New Zealand
experienced a “baby boom” after World War II. The total fertility rate
increased by about 72 percent from 2,408 in 1943 to 3,409 in 1950, and
further to a new peak of 4,140 births per 1,000 in 1961. This peak rate
was over twice the lowest “depression-time” rate and was also the
highest post-war peak fertility rate among the countries of the
developed world.
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Since 1962, the total fertility rate has dropped by nearly 37 percent,
to 2,584 births per 1,000 in 1974, and at its present rate of decline may
drop to, or even below ‘replacement level” by 1980. Both in absolute
and relative terms the recent decline in New Zealand’s fertility has been
greater than in any equivalent time interval during the present century.

2.3.1 Trends in Fertility by Age of Mother

Trends in non-Maori fertility rates (age-of-mother-specific) during
1913-74 are shown in Figure 2.3. Fertility rates for all maternal ages
decreased significantly during the first broad phase, 1913-35. In
relative terms, the decline was successively larger with age: whereas the
fertility rates for women below age 25 fell by 25 percent, those for
women aged 40 years and over fell by more than 50 percent.

The recovery in fertility rates after the lows of the mid-1930’s was
also slower at maternal ages 30 and over, and only partial. Conversely,
the fertility rates for younger women (below 30) recovered to their
respective 1913 levels, by the early-1940’s, and there were further large
increases during the post-war years, resulting in a “baby boom”.
During this time, the number of births almost doubled from 32,949 in
1939 to 65,476 in 1961.

Between 1943 and 1961, the fertility rate for teenage non-Maori
women more than tripled (from 15.3 to 49.2 per 1,000), that for women
aged 20-24, more than doubled (from 111.5 to 255.8 per 1,000), and
that for women 25-29, increased by 74 percent (from 152.8 to 267.1 per
1,000). These increases were probably due partly to marriages and
births postponed during the war years and partly to a growing trend
toward earlier marriage and child-bearing. This caused a remarkable
shift in the age distribution of fertility: the proportion of total births
attributable to women below 25 years, and below 30 years, climbed
from 26.4 percent and 58.1 percent, respectively, in 1943, to 36.8
percent and 69.1 percent, respectively, in 1961. The average age at
childbearing dropped from 29.3 years to 27.7 years over the same
period.

Since 1962, the fertility rates for all non-Maori women, except
teenagers, have recorded large decreases, ranging from 33 percent for
women aged 20-24 years to 73 percent for the oldest women (aged 45-
49 years). In 1974, women in only two maternal age groups — below 20
and 20-24 years — were reproducing above the levels recorded in 1913.
The average age at childbearing had dropped furtherto 26,3 years, and
more than three-quarters of all births were concentrated in the
maternal ages below 30.
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FIGURE 2.3 AGE OF MOTHER SPECIFIC BIRTH RATES (NON-MAORI POPULATION)
1913 . 1974
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2.3.2 Period and Cohort Fertility

How far these lows and peaks in fertility reflected the real changes in
non-Maori average family size, may be examined in Figure 2.2., which
also compares these trends with those in the completed fertility of the
birth cohorts of non-Maori women, The latter are independent of the
direct influence of the shifts in the timing of births. (A birth cohort
consists of girl babies born during a 12-month period). Figure 2.2
clearly suggests that period rates (total fertility rates) exaggerated the
real movements in average family size over the years under analysis.

For example, unlike the period rates noted above, none of the birth
cohorts, actually recorded a completed family size below the
“replacement” level. Also, whereas a total fertility rate of over 3.5
children per woman was recorded in at least 13 years (from 1952 to
1964), only one cohort of women (those born in 1931) is expected to
attain that figure. '

2.3.3 Marriage and Fertility

In recent years, in New Zealand, ex-nuptial births have formed an
increasing larger proportion of all births. However, a majority of
children (84 percent in 1974) are born within wedlock and therefore,
changes in marriage patterns and in the fertility of marriages play a
predominant role in determining the level and pattern in fertility.

The 1960’s were marked by a steady rise in the crude marriage rate
(number of marriages per 1,000 mean population) — from 7.88 per
1,000 in 1962 to the unusually high level of 9.50 per 1,000 in 1971. The
rise was due partly to a significant rise in the marriageable population
(a direct consequence of the post-war “baby boom™) and partly to a
real increase in the incidence of marriage. There was also a
continuation of the post-war trend toward earlier marriages. The
median age at first marriage for women dropped from 22.54 years in
1962 to 21.19 years in 1971. The proportion of women married in the
primary reproductive age-group (20-24 years) increased from 58.6
percent at the 1961 Census of Population to 62.4 percent at the 1971
Census of Population. (Variations in the proportions of women
married at younger ages affect fertility by increasing or decreasing the
probability of any woman bearing a child in any year.)

Paradoxically, as Table 2.6 below indicates, there have been large
decreases in the nuptial fertility rates for women of all ages, including
teenagers, during the past decade. This indicates that the rise in
teenage fertility between 1961 and 1971, noted above, was caused by
increases in extra-marital fertility.
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TABLE 2.6 AGE-OF-MOTHER-SPECIFIC
NUPTIAL BIRTH RATES FOR SELECTED
PERIODS, 1962-1973

Materna) Period
Age Group
" \Years) 1962-64 l 196567 l 1968-70 l 1971-73
Birth Rate

16-19 0.55506 0.45723 0.43242 0.40460
20-24 0.38927 0,33746 0.32580 0.28632
25-29 0.27258 0.23623 0.22769 0.20749
30-34 0.15373 0.11988 0.10935 0.09665
35-39 0.07625 0.05898 0.04889 0.03878
40-44 0.02406 0.01883 0.01445 0.01107
45-49 0.00176 0.00158 0.00108 0.00088

Birth Rate Index (1)
16-19 100.0 82.4 77.9 72.9
2024 100.0 86.7 83.7 73.6
25-29 100.0 86.7 83.5 76.1
30-34 100.0 78.0 711 62.9
35-39 100.0 77.4 64.1 50.9
40-44 100.0 77.4 60.1 46.0
45-49 100.0 89.8 61.4 50.0

¥ Base: 1962-64 = 100.0

In absolute terms, the greatest reductions took place in the fertility
of women aged below 30 years, who contribute almost four-fifths of all
nuptial births in any year. Between 1962-64 and 1971-73 nuptial birth
rates for the 16-19, 20-24 and 25-29 age group fell by 150, 103 and 65
births per 1,000 mean total population “exposed to risk”, respectively.

However, it was among the older maternal age groups (3549 years),
which account for only about 6 percent of all nuptial births, that the
largest relative falls in fertility were recorded; birth rates for these
groups being halved during 1962-73.

Two factors probably contributed to the occurrence of this
phenomenon. Firstly, there is the increasing tendency towards
formation of smaller families, and as high parity births generally occur
to married women in the older maternal age group, the considerable
rate of decline in nuptial birth rates for these age groups is consistent
with this trend. Secondly, but of less significance in terms of total
nuptial fertility, there is the general tendency towards childbearing
earlier in a woman’s reproductive life. In a large number of cases,
couples now leave little family formation to take place in the older
reproductive ages.
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The introduction of the oral contraceptive pill in the early 1960’s
provided an effective means for regulating fertility and for preventing
unwanted pregnancies and must be considered as a contributing factor.
However, the role of the pill should not be over-emphasised. Fertility
declined significantly during the great depression of the 1930’
although no contraceptive as reliable as the pill was available during
that period. It may therefore, be more appropriate to attribute the
recent general decline in New Zealand nuptial fertility to social and
economic factors. Contraception is only a “means to an end” in the
demographic context and changing social attitudes to marriage,
employment of women, and family formation, together with an
increasing awareness of the economic and other advantages to be
gained from limiting family size, may well be the main underlying
factors.

2.3.4 Ex-nuptial Fertility

Table 2.7 reviews the recent changes in extra-marital fertility in New
Zealand. The most commonly quoted measure of extra-marital
fertility is the ex-nuptial ratio, which expresses ex-nuptial births as a
percentage of all births in any year.

TABLE 2.7 EX-NUPTIAL RATIOS AND ACTUAL AND
STANDARDISED EX-NUPTIAL BIRTH RATES, 1962-1973
. . . Actual Ex-Nuptial Standardised Ex-

Year Ex-Nuptial Ratio Rate Nuptial Rate

Ratio (1) Index® | Rate® Index®) Rate® Index @)
1962 8.05 100.0 17.69 100.0 17.75 100.0
1963 8.80 109.3 18.72 105.8 18.85 106.2
1964 9.88 122.7 19.75 111.6 19.97 112.5
1965 10.88 135.2 20.40 -115.3 20.41 115.0
1966 11.57 143.7 21.21 119.9 20.83 117.4
1967 12.72 158.0 23.17 131.0 22.56 127.1
1968 12.98 161.2 23.56 133.2 22.92 129.1
1969 13.00 161.5 23.22 131.3 22.50 126.8
1970 13.34 165.7 23.21 131.2 22.41 126.3
1971 13.93 173.0 24.86 140.5 24.24 136.6
1972 14.86 184.6 25.31 143.1 24.68 139.0
1973 15.16 188.3 24,12 136.3 23.34 131.5

(Ex-nuptial births as a percentage of total births,

®Base: 1962 =100,

?;Exmuptial births per 1,000 not-married women 10 - 49.

HEx-nuptial birth rates were standardised by the ‘‘Direct Method'! of standardisatior.
Age-specific data on the not-married female population from the 1966 Census of
Population was used as the standard.
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This ratio nearly doubled between 1962 and 1974, when over 15
percent of all children were born out-of-wedlock (Table 2.7). The ex-
nuptial ratio, however, is directly subject to the contemporary changes
in nuptial fertility. It may change not so much because of changing
numbers of ex-nuptial births but because of variations in nuptial
fertility experience as measured by nuptial birth numbers.

TABLE 2.8 NUPTIAL, EX-
NUPTIAL AND TOTAL LIVE
BIRTHS, 1962-1974

Calendar Live Births During Year

Year

Nuptial | Ex-Nuptial | Total

1962 59,787 5,227 65,014
1963 58,847 5,680 64,527
1964 56,148 6,154 62,302

1965 53,516 6,531 60.047
1966 53,063 6,940 60,003
1967 53,257 7,765 61,022
1968 54,052 8,060 62,112
1969 54,255 8,105 62,360
1970 53,774 8,276 62,050
1971 55479 8,981 64.460
1972 53,821 9,394 63.215
1973 51,521 9,206 60,727

1974 49,966 9,370 59,336

This situation is well illustrated by the experience during 1962-74
when ex-nuptial births increased from 5,227 to 9,370, while nuptial
births showed an overall fall from 59,787 to 49,966 (see Table 2.8
above). This, no doubt, resulted in the ex-nuptial ratio exaggerating
the “real” rise in the extra-marital fertility level.

Table 2.7 shows that during the same period, the ex-nuptial birth
rate, a more refined index of extra~-marital fertility, which relates ex-
nuptial births to unmarried women aged 1549 years, increased by only
36.3 percent. If this rate is adjusted for the evolving age structure of
unmarried women, the increase in ex-nuptial fertility is still smaller,
only 31.5 percent. Moreover, whereas the ex-nuptial ratio showed a
steady rise between 1962 and 1974, the adjusted ex-nuptial rate
actually dropped between 1968 and 1970, and again between 1972 and
1973.

Here, special mention should be made of the considerable and
increasing influence of teenagers (especially those aged 15-19 years) on
ex-nuptial fertility. Although birth rates for not-married teenagers are
well below those for their older counterparts (particularly those aged
20-34), teenagers now contribute over 40 percent of the total ex-nuptial
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births in any year. This is due primarily to the large number of women
“exposed-to-risk” in this group, about nine-tenths of all women aged
[5-19 at the 1971 Census of Population being in the “not-married”
category. Thus, almost half of the total increase of about 4,000 in ex-
nuptial births during 1962-73 can be attributed to not-married teenage
women.

2.3.5 The Transition in Maori Fertility

Until 1962, when information on age and other demographic
characteristics of the mother was first collected for Maori births, the
crude birth rate was the major source of information on Maorifertility
trends. According to the official figures, between the mid-1930’s and
the early-1960’s, the Maori crude birth rate varied only slightly around
the 45 births per 1,000 mean population mark and showed no real
tendency to decline. The year 1962 marked the beginning of the
transition in Maori fertility, from a relatively high to a relatively low
level. The average -family size, as implied by the total fertility rate,
dropped steadily from 6.13 children per woman in 1962, to 5.40 in
1969, and even faster to 3.99 children per women in 1973.

TABLE 2.9 TOTAL FERTILITY

RATES (MAORI, NON-MAORI AND
TOTAL POPULATIONS), 1962-1973

Total Fertility Rate

Calendar

Year Maori Non-Maori Total
Population | Population Population
1962 6.19 4.01 4.15
1963 6.32 3.85 4.01
1964 5.97 3.61 3.77
1965 5.80 3.33 3.51
1966 5.59 3.23 3.40
1967 5.60 3.17 3.35
1968 5.37 3.15 3.32
1969 5.40 3.10 3.27
1970 5.20 2.99 3.16
1971 5.03 3.01 3.18
1972 4.49 2.87 3.00
1973 3.99 2.67 2.77
Change in Rate (percent)

1962-73 -~35.5 | ~33.4 ' -33.3

The provisional figure for 1974 is 3.55 children per woman, giving an

overall drop of 2.58 children per woman or 43 percent in 12 years
(1962-74).

In 1962, the average Maori family size, was larger than the average
non-Maori family size by 2.12 children (see Table 2.9). The difference
widened to 2.36 children during 1966, but by 1973 had narrowed to
1.32 children.
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2.4 MIGRATION

Net immigration has accounted for nearly one-quarter of the total
growth of New Zealand population in this century. Table 2.10
summarises the historical data on external arrivals into, and
departures from, New Zealand. During 1926-71, the net average gain
from external migration was about 28,000 per quinquennium. Five-
yearly migration levels, however, fluctuated from a net outflow of
2,400 during 1931-36 to a net inflow of 66,200 during 1951-56. The net
immigration level for the four years ended March 1975 (98,600) is the
highest ever recorded in New Zealand.

Since 1971, external migration has increased in relative importance
as a contributor to population growth.

During the 12 months ended 31 March 1974, external arrivals
exceeded the departures by 33,200, accounting for almost half of the
total estimated growth (68,100) in population during that year. These
relatively large gains from net immigration have placed special
burdens on housing, social services and available employment. This
led to the Government imposing a more restrictive migration policy
early in 1974. The revised tenets within this new migration policy were
the elimination of free entry rights for British citizens, and the prior
requirément of entry permits. The present Government’s policy is to
cut down the net immigration even more severely, to a level of about
5,000 per annum. Immigrants are to be subjected to more strenuous
selection criteria based on skills and qualifications, health, character,
age and number of dependents. Prospective immigrants having family
ties with New Zealand residents are expected to continue to receive
preferential treatment.

2.4.1 Age and Sex Structure of Migration

Table 2.10 shows the number of arrivals and departures in various
age and sex groups during 1926-71. Over the years, the age group 2044
years has been the largest migrant group. Until 1961, net immigrantsin
this age-group made up more than half of all net immigrants. The net
outflow during 1966-71 was also largest at these ages; although,
overall, the country gained 1,300 people, it lost 5,800 males and 2,600
females aged 20-44 years.
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TABLE 2,10 EXTERNAL MIGRATION — ARRIVALS,
DEPARTURES, EXCESS OF ARRIVALS OVER
DEPARTURES (BY AGE GROUPS AND SEX), 1926-1971

Five-Year 0-4 5-19
Period Ended
31 March Males IFemales ‘Total Males IFemales TTotal
Arrivals { Thousand)

1926 - .- . . .

1931 .- . .

1936 .o . . e ..

1941 2.3 2.2 4.6 6.8 6.8 13.6
1946 1.2 1.2 2.4 2.1 2.3 4.3
1951 4.9 4,7 9.6 9.9 9.3 19.2
1956 7.3 6.8 14. 17.1 16.8 33.9
1961 9.2 9.0 18.2 23.6 24.5 48.1
1966 18.0 17.0 35.1 48.0 52,7 100,7
1971 27.8 26.3 54.2 7941 89.3 168.4
1975 @) 40.2 38.3 78.6 134.,2 150.2 284.4

Departures ( Thousand)
1926 . . . . .
1931 .- . . . . -
1936 . - . - . .
1941 1.9 1.8 3.6 4.9 5.7 10.6
1946 1.1 1.1 2.2 1.6 1.6 3.1
1951 3.7 3.6 7.3 6.8 6.9 13.7
1956 4.8 4.4 9.2 9.7 10.6 20.4
1961 7.7 7.5 15.2 17.8 20,1 37.9
1966 13.7 13.0 26.7 38.9 45.8 84.8
1971 24.6 23.3 47.9 80.6 91.8 172.5
1975@) 35.0 33.5 | 685 120.5 139.1 259.6
Excess of Arrivals Over Departures { Thousand)

1926 - . - . . .
1931 .- . . .
1936 . . . . . ..
1941 0.5 0.5 0.9 1.9 1.2 3.0
1946 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.7 1.2
1951 1.2 1.1 2.3 3.1 2.4 5.5
1956 2.5 2.4 4.9 7.4 6.1 13.5
1961 1.5 1.5 3.0 5.8 4.4 1.3
1966 4.3 4.1 8.3 9.1 6.9 15.9
1971 3.2 3.1 6.3 — 150 _ 2,60 — 4,000
1975 @) 5.3 4.8 10.1 13.6 11.1 24.8

Sig 2
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TABLE 2.10 — continued

Five-Year 20-44 45-64
Period Ended
31 March Males ‘ Females ‘Total Males I Females 'Total
Arrivals ( Thousand)

1926 PN “ . ..

1931 . s

1936 . . . . .o
1941 40.9 39.9 80.8 23.5 24 4 47.8
1946 8.7 9.2 17.9 4.9 3.2 8.2
1951 52.9 47.3 100.2 27.2 28.0 55.2
1956 89.8 72.3 162.1 41.3 41.9 83.2
1961 118.9 87.2 206.1 62.7 59.7 122.4
1966 233.4 152.2 385.6 125.8 115.4 241.3
1971 372.5 261.7 634.2 216.6 205.8 422.4
1975@ | 5657 | 4152 ]980.9 313.0 303.6 616.6

Departures ( Thousand)}
1926 . - . . .- e
1931 . . . .- . .
1936 . - . . . s
1941 36.1 36.9 73.1 22.6 23.6 46,2
1946 7.6 8.0 15.7 4.6 3.4 7.7
1951 41.6 41,0 82.6 26.0 26.7 52.8
1956 64.3 55.5 [119.8 38.5 38.4 77.0
1961 106.3 76.4 182.7 61.1 57.6 118.6
1966 221.9 1426 |364.5 118.8 111.3 230.1
1971 378.3 2643 1624.6 214.9 202.9 417.8
1975®@  [537.4 393,1  1930.5 308.4 298.9 607.3
Excess of Arrivals Over Departures (Thousand)

1926 . . . . “ .
1931 . . - . -
1936 . .- . . . -
1941 4.8 2.9 7.8 0.8 0.8 1.6
1946 141 1.2 2.3 0.4 0.1 0.5
1951 13 6.3 17.6 1.3 1.2 2.5
1956 25.6 16.7 42.3 2.8 3.4 6.2
1961 12.6 10.8 23.4 1.6 2.2 3.8
1966 11.5 9.6 21.1 7.1 4,1 1.2
1971, | =580~ 2,61 | 84(1) 1.8 2.8 4.6
1975 28.3 22.1 50.4 4.6 4,7 9.3
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TABLE 2.10 — continued
Five-Year 65 and Over Total
Period Ended
31 March Males l Females ] Total Males ]Females l Total
Arrivals (Thousand)
1926 . .. . 106.5 89.7 196.2
1931 .- . . 98.9 82.0 180.9
1936 . o v 55.5 52.6 108.1
1941 6.3 5.1 11.4 79.8 78.5 158.3
1946 0.9 0.8 1.7 17.8 16.7 34.5
1951 7.9 7.9 15.8 102.8 97.1 200.0
1956 12.7 12.7 25.4 168.3 150.4 318.7
1961 19.5 20.6 40.2 233.8 201.1 435.0
1966 41.3 47.5 88.7 466.5 384.9 851.4
1971 60.5 71.8 132.0 756.6 654.6 | 1,411.2
1975(2) 87.4 106.5 193.9 1,140.5 | 1,013.9 12,154.4
Departures ( Thousand)
1926 . ' s 82 .1 67.9 150,1
1931 - . .- 88.5 73.7 162.3
1936 . .. . 62.8 57.7 120.5
1941 6.2 4.9 114 717 72.9 144.6
1946 0.9 0.8 1.6 15.7 14.6 30.3
1951 7.9 7.3 15.2 86.1 85.5 171.6
1956 122 11.9 24.0 129.5 120.9 250.4
1961 18.9 19.8 38.9 211.8 181.5 393.3
1866 34.0 39.3 73.3 427.3 352.1 779.4
1971 @) 59.2 70.0 129.2 757.6 652.4 | 1,409.9
1975 85.4 104.5 189.9 1,086.7 969.1 2,055.8
Zxcess of Arrivals Over Departures ( Thousand)
1926 .- .- . 24.3 21.7 46,1
1931 . . .- 10.3 8.3 18.6
1936 . . . - 7.2 _51) —12.4@
1941 0.1 0.2 0.3 8.2 5.6 13.7
1946 -— - -- 2.1 2.1 4.2
1951 0.1 0.6 0.6 16.8 11.6 28.4
1956 0.5 0.8 13 38.8 29.5 68.3
1961 0.5 0.7 1.3 22.1 19.7 41.7
1966 7.2 8.2 15.4 39.2 32.8 72.0
1971 1.3 1.6 2.9 - 1,04 2.3 1.3
1975® 2.0 2.0 4.0 53.8 44.9 98.6
(’)Excess of departures over arrivals.,
Q’Four-Year period ended 31 March.
NOTE: Figures are exclusive of crews, through passengers, tourists on
cruising liners and members of the Armed Forces.
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Migrants in the age interval 5-19 years constitute the next important
group, followed by age group 45-64 and 65 years and over in that order.

According to Table 2.10 male net migration to New Zealand has
generally exceeded the female net migration. This holds for all age
groups except 65 years and over, where the reverse is true. During the
5-year period 1966-71, which was affected by an economic recession,
male emigrants exceeded the male immigrants by 1,000 while, in
contrast, there was a net immigration of 2,300 for females.

2.4.2 Permanent and Long-term Migration

In recent years, economic factors have played a major role in
determining the volume and direction of net permanent and long-term
migration to New Zealand. It is difficult to attempt a systematic
analysis of migration trends in terms of the classical “push” and “pull”
factors, but a study of the historical data suggests two relationships.

In economically “lean” periods in New Zealand, relative to donor
countries, potential immigrants have generally been deterred from
coming while New Zealand residents have emigrated to more
economically viable areas. Conversely, periods of economic expansion
have generally attracted considerable numbers of immigrants while
residents have been content to remain in New Zealand. This has
especially been the case when migrant donor countries have
experienced economic downturns relative to the New Zealand
situation.

Recent data on permanent and long-term arrivals and departures are
presented in Table 2.11.

The trends evident in this table reflect economic conditions and
official immigration policy which has tended to be contemporary to
such conditions.
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2.4.3 Ethnic Origin of Immigrants

Historically, immigrants to New Zealand have been predominantly
of European descent. The major sources have been Commonwealth
countries, particularly the United Kingdom and Australia. Table 2.12
below shows that during 1973-74, of the 69,800 persons intending
permanent residence in New Zealand, 31,800 (or 45.6 percent) and
20,300 (or 29.1 percent) came from the United Kingdom and Australia,
respectively. Another 6.4 percent were from Canada and the United
States. Pacific Islanders (mainly from the Cook Island, Niue Island,
Fijiand Western Samoa) made up another 5.9 percent of all migrants.

TABLE 2.12 ARRIVALS INTENDING PERMANENT OR
LONG-TERM RESIDENCE BY COUNTRY OF LAST
PERMANENT RESIDENCE, 1967-1974

1967-68 1971-72 1973-74 Pro-
portional
Country Pro- Pro- Pro- Change
Number | portion |Number} portion |Number| portion | 1057-58~
(000) of | (000) of (000) | of 1973-74
Arrivals Arrivals Arrivais
(Percent (Percent) (Percent)| (Percent)
United Kingdom 14.9 48.5 15.2 33.8 31.8 45.8 -2.9
Australia 8.3 27.0 16.1 35.8 20.3 29.1 2.1
United States 1.0 3.3 2.4 5.3 2.4 3.4 0.1
Cook Islands and Niue
Island 0.6 2.0 1.2 2.7 2.3 3.3 1.3
Canada 0.7 2.3 2.1 4.7 2.1 3.0 0.7
Fiji @ 0.5 1.6 0.8 1.8 1.2 1.7 0.1
South Africa 0.2 0.6 0.5 1.1 0.8 1.1 0.5
Netherlands @ 0.7 2.3 0.6 1.3 0.7 1.0 —-1.3
Western Samoa 0.2 0.7 0.4 0.9 0.6 0.9 0.2
All Others 3.6 11.7 5.7 12.6 7.6 10.9 -~0.8
Total ¥ 30.7 | 100.0 | 45.0 | 100.0 [ 69.8 | 100.0

O Includes returning New Zealand Residents.

@ Excludes Fijians, Tongans and Western Samoans who are admitted to New Zealand each
year, initially on 6 month work permits and who later may qualify for permanent
resident status.

2.4.4 Migration of Pacific Islanders

Since the end of World War II, there has been a large inflow of
Pacific Islanders to New Zealand. Those born in the Cook, Niue and
Tokelau Islands are New Zealand citizens and may enter at any time.
Long-term arrangements have also been made with the independant
Islands, notably Fiji, Tonga and Western Samoa, for sending their
citizens to New Zealand to work on a temporary basis. At present,
about 1,500 Western Samoans enter New Zealand on this basis every
year.
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2.4.5 Effect of Migration on The Labour Force

In periods of internal economic downturn (such as took place during
the thirties and on a smaller scale during 1968-69) there is a tendency
for many people to emigrate from New Zealand to other countries.
This outflow generally affects the most skilled and qualified groups
and particularly those in the younger working ages. However, there is
also a considerable outflow, in normal times, of skilled, technical and
professional people seeking better job opportunities overseas or
wanting to enhance their experiences and gain higher qualifications.
However, this is generally offset by an inflow of similar people from
overseas,

The occupations of working persons in permanent and long-term
arrivals and departures during the year ended March 1973 are given in
Table 2.13.

TABLE 2.13 PERMANENT ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
BY MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP, 1972-1973
Major Permanent Arrivals Permanent Departures
Occupation Group Males {Females | Total |Males | Females | Total
Professional (including nurses
and teachers) 3,863 3,369 7,232 2,773 3,330 6,103
Administrative and managerial 869 53 R2 653 53 706
Clerical workers 1,487 4,581 6,068} 1,107 4,108 5,215
Sales workers 1,418 597 2,015 925 408 1,333
Farmers and fishermen 973 40 1,013 828 50 878
Miners and quarrymen 111 - 111 54 - 54
Transport and communications
workers 1,146 208 1,354 640 159 799
Tradesmen, factory workers,
labourers 7,620 495 8,115| 5,204 455 5,659
Personal, servicing 8s7| 1,001 1,858 572 762 1,334
Not specitied 396 21 417 420 43 463
Totals, actively engaged 18,740 10,365 | 29,105]13,176 9,368 22,544

During 1972-73 permanent migrants were mainly concentrated in
three major occupational groups — tradesmen, factory workers and
labourers, professionals and clerical workers, in that order.
Tradesmen, factory workers and labourers constituted the highest
proportion of both male arrivals and departures and accounted for
37.4 percent of the total net gain of male workers. The corresponding
percentages for the professionals and the clerical workers were 17.2
and 13.0 percent, respectively. Among females, the clerical workers
were the largest migrant group, accounting for 44.0 percent of the total
net gain.
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2.4.6 Assisted Immigrants

Two schemes providing financial assistance to immigrants through
the New Zealand Government have been in operationin the past —the
subsidy scheme, which involves a contribution by employers to
immigrants’ fares, and the assisted passage scheme. The subsidy
scheme operates from Britain, the United States, France, Belgium,
Switzerland, the Netherlands and West Germany and there is no quota
involved. Employers wishing to take advantage of the scheme are
obliged to provide employment, arrange housing in New Zealand, and
meet one-quarter of the cost of immigrants’ fares. The Government
meets the remaining three-quarters of the fares. Single people and
married men between the age of 18 and 45 years may be sponsored.

The assisted passage scheme, which began in 1947, operated only
from Britain, and was limited to 500 immigrants a year. The scheme
was terminated in April 1975 to reduce the strain on housing and other
facilities brought about by the immigration boom. On occasions,
refugees coming within the mandate of the United Nations High
Commission for refugees, have also been accepted.

The number of assisted immigrants (excluding displaced persons,

and Hungarian and Czech refugees) arriving between 1963 and 1973
are classified by nationality in Table 2.14 below.

TABLE 2.14 ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS BY NATIONALITY, 1963-1973

Year Nationality

Ended

31 March | British | Dutch | Austrian | German | Danish | Swiss | Greek | Other |Total
1963 4,283 42 33 27 — - 137 10 4,532
1964 4,171 - 6 16 5 14 130 5 4,347
1965 4,300 - 9 12 5 11 29 34 4,400
1966 3,963 - 19 7 8 27 18 - 4,042
1967 4,020 - 9 9 10 36 1 2 4,097
1968 2,732 - 2 4 5 17 4 - 2,764
1969 485 - - 2 - 2 1 - 490
1970 377 - - - 2 — 1 2 382
1971 532 - - - 4 3 - - 539
1972 @ 4,556 434 - 4 6 37 - 111 5,148
1973 3,459 | 550 - 14 4 a7 - 740 | 4,148

Dincludes 68 from the United States.

ncludes subsidy scheme migrants not shown prior to 1971-72; their total was 4,183 in
1971-72 and 3,632 in 1972-73.



CHAPTER Il
POPULATION COMPOSITION

3.1 INTRODUCTION

The size of a population and its distribution by age, sex and other
demographic characteristics are vital elements in any demographic
and social analysis. They are also important for determining the
present and future needs and priorities of a country in social and
economic areas such as education, employment, housing, health and
retirement provisions. This chapter analyses the major changes in the
composition of the New Zealand population during the present
century. Besides the fundamental variables of age and sex, a number of
other characteristics, notably, marital status, family and household
structure, birthplace, ethnicity and literacy are examined.

3.2 SEX RATIOS

Table 3.1 shows the number of males and females in the New
Zealand population and the sex ratio (males per 100 females) at
successive population censuses since 1956.

The population of New Zealand, though it has never been exactly
equally balanced between males and females, has, in recent years, been
close to parity. Between the 1956 and 1966 Censuses of Population, the
sex ratio dropped from 101.1 to 100.8 males per 100 females. In 1971,a
census of the New Zealand population for the first time (with the
exception of the war-time Census of 1945) recorded a sex ratio below
parity, the enumerated populations being 1,430,856 males and
1,431,775 females. This reversal in the familiar pattern was the result of
the 1968-1969 economic recession, when a disproportionately large
number of males left New Zealand.

Sex ratios for 5-yearly age groups at the 1956, 1961, 1966 and 1971
Censuses of Population are also given in Table 3.1. In populations
closed to migration the age pattern of the sex ratio is determined by the
variations in the sex ratio of births and the sex differences in mortality.
Generally, annual variations in the sex ratio of births are small, and the
sex ratio decreases gradually with increasing age. In a large number of



THE POPULATION OF NEW ZEALAND

*sejeway g0} Jed s8|ew Jo JBAUNN (v

6°'66 G2'Leb’L | 958'0E¥‘L| 8700L 9.L'eee’) | EvL'EVE'L| O'LOL 809°102'L| 9se'eLe'L| 11Ok 1G8°080°}| L12'e60°L| s9bVY i1V
£ES 022°1L 0L0'9 v°09 26v'6 LEL'S 9°69 252'L 194 §0L €65'G Lv6'e JaA0 pue 58
b LS LoE'LL £26°'6 §°/9 0€L'GL 919°'0t £°6L 260'vL 9€€'0l 9’18 529'0l 9.9'8 8 — 08
0°€9 219'92 ¥SL'oL 8'0L €06'Se SP0'8sL 6'61 GG8'ET $S0'61 8°98 cov'Le ozv'8L 64— GL
G"9L Lge'Le 29b‘82 6°LL 050've 6¥'ve 9'6L G95'2e §26'Se p88 §69'0¢€ 6vl°'L2 V. — 0L
1°68 v16°LY 004’y 68 L96'ey 89t°9¢ 9°6L 8401 96E'LE €48 81628 gLL‘ee 69 — S9
¥°S6 092'8S 185'SS £'886 £66'6% 85L'6¥ 0°t6 289'bY €LS'LY 178 oLe'Ly 188'Ge ¥9 — 09
S'16 616'99 ¥92'59 6°10L 91£'09 8EY¥'L9 ¢ vok 8G2'LS vev'es $°86 86€' LY v5o'9p 69 — §9
G'96 869'1. L¥1'69 ¥°'66 922'69 8.L'89 [V 218 9€8°'L9 20€'b9 ¥°S0L 069'2S GEG'SS G — 0S
0’eqt 88b'8L 628'08 £'86 915'€L gle'eL €10} 062’04 €02'LL LSOk 9v2'e9 205'99 6y — St
L*901L Stb'eL 162'e8 £'e0t G6.'82 s8e'Lg 6°.6 ¥as'aL 2e2'LL oot 0L1'0L Lol by — 0o
8tol 261 'L 166°9L g L0L 826'8L 116°v8 L°v01 ov8'LL veo'Ls 6°.6 Lvv'eL €16'0L 6 — GE
0°¢ol 60S'28 181°P8 0'sot 198z 685'9. 8°20) 9/6'SL £26'18 L vOL 19E'GL 62v'8L y€ — 0€
L*cok 069°'26 229've ¢'e0l 61€'eg 126'¥8 6°¥0L £L1'0L 009" €L 2’801 205'eL £25'6L 62 — S¢
¥ 0L gLS'SLL L 2¥P'BLL ¥yal 852'66 v6£'26 920t 020'8. £50°08 0'v01 16¥'99 081'69 ¥2 — 02
evol €29'221 ali‘eel P POl L¥0'02L 9z¢e'szL B6°¥0L $68°06 ¥2e's6 0'€0k 09992 §86'8.L 6L — Gl
S*¥0L 129'2¥1 982'¥S 1 0°'G0!L Lo0'0gl 86¥'9¢1 9'v01 628611 gee'set 9'v0L 166'06 agL'se vl — o0l
S'v0L ¥ LGL 0lLe'8St v voL Lyb'orL 918'251 L'%01 L2822t 088'€El 8°v0L eV LLL ShL'ezt 6 —§
88 1] 9¥6'SrL 916'1S} 80!} 689'6¥| $G6'9S1 S F0L LFO'EPL ge0'6hL 8°€0} 568'sZl £69°'0€EL ¥ —0
1) ONeY [ notied oljed 1) o1EY
( vxmm sa|ewa sorey | vxmw sajewad saeny | ® XS sa|ews saje  |( mem sa|ewa- solepn AML%%L%
1261 9961 1961 9561 20V
1261-9561 *(D141034S X3S ANV IDV) SNOILYINdOd 1V.LOL ke 374Vl

42




POPULATION COMPOSITION 43

populations, the preponderance of males at birth is gradually off-set by
the higher mortality of males at each age, and a balance of sexes is
generally observed by age 50. In New Zealand, this common patternis
modified, to some degree, by external immigration, which normally
produces a preponderance of males. Consequently, it is not surprising
that at any point of time, which has been preceded by a period of heavy
immigration, changes in the sex ratio, from one age group to the next,
are not regular, nor is male/female parity necessarily obtained by age
50. The low sex ratio of 98 males per 100 females for the age group 35-
39 years in 1956, and its surviving cohorts (aged 4044 years in 1961 or
45-49 years in 1966) is due to the casualties among yooung males
during World War II.

3.3 AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION

Figure 3.1 presents the age pyramid for the male and female
populations of New Zealand at the 1966 and 1971 Censuses of
Population. The pyramid reflects past trends in fertility, mortality and
migration in the country. The effect of the sharp decline in fertility
during the 1920’s and early 1930s is reflected in a trough in the age-
groups 25-39 years in 1966 and 30-44 years in 1971.

Conversely, the post-war ‘baby boom’ substantially increased the
proportion of children in the population, this being reflected in the
broadened base of the pyramid in 1966.

According to Table 3.2, which summarises these demographic
phenomena, the proportion of the population below 15 years of age
increased gradually during the post-war years, from 27.0 percent in
1945, to 31.4 percent in 1956 and to a peak of 33.1 percent in 1961.

TABLE 3.2 AGE DISTRIBUTION OF
TOTAL POPULATION, 1345-1971
Age Group Proportion of Population in Age Group at Census:
(Years) 1945 | 1951 | 1956 | 1961 | 1986 | 1971
{Percent)
0— 4 10.5 | 12.1 11.8 12.1 11.5 10.4
5-~14 16.5 17.3 19.6 21.0 21.1 21.4
15 — 19 8.1 6.7 7.2 7.7 9.2 9.1
20 — 44 35.6 | 35.6 33.4 31.6 31.0 31.5
45 —~ 64 20.6 19.1 18.8 19.0 18.9 19.1
65 and over| 8.7 9.2 941 8.6 8.3 8.5
Total 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
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The small drop in the proportion between 1961 and 1971, reflects the
rapld decline in fertility experlcnced since 1962, which has been offset,
only partially, by the large increase in the numbers of women in the
reproductive age-group during the period. The median age of the
population dropped significantly from 30.3 years in 1945 to 27.3 years
in 1961 and further to 25.6 yearsin 1971. The proportion of population
in the lower to middle working age-group (15-44 years) fell from 43.7
percent in 1945 to 39.3 percentin 1961, but thereafter increased slightly
to reach 40.6 percent, in 1971, asthe “boom babies” started to enter the
work force in increasing numbers. Persons in the middle to higher
working ages (45-64) comprised 20.6 percent of the total population in
1945. The proportion dropped to about 19.1 percentin 1951, and since
then has remained almost unchanged.

Post-war changes in the proportion of old people (65 years and over)

in the total population, while generally small reflect the younger

structure of the population. In 1971, only 8.5 percent of the population

were in this age bracket, compared with 9.1 percent in 1956 and 8.7
percent in 1945.

Though not all persons in the working ages (15-64 years) are actively
engaged in economic pursuits, and not all persons outside these ages
are dependants, the ratio of children (below 15) and elderly people (65
years and over) to those in working ages provides a broad index of a
population’s dependency level. New Zealand’s population had a
dependancy ratio (number of persons in the dependant age-groups —
below 15 and 65 years and over — per 100 aged 15-64 years) of 56 in
1945, but this rose rapidly to 63 in 1956, and subsequently to 71 in 1961.
This rise was due chiefly to the corresponding rise in the youth
dependency ratio (i.e. the ratio of children under 15 to persons aged 15-
64 years), which in turn resulted from a more youthful population. By
1971, the dependency ratio had fallen to 68 per 100 aged 15-64 years.

3.4 MARITAL STATUS

In New Zealand, the minimum legal age for marriage is 16 years. At
the 1971 census, of 932,318 males aged 16 years and over who specified
their status, 26.9 percent were “never married”, 67.8 percent were
“married”, 2.9 percent “widowed” and 2.4 percent were either “legally
separated” or “divorced”. Among females, aged 16 and over specifying
their status, the proportion “married” was slightly smaller, but the
proportion “widowed” more than three and a half times the
corresponding proportion for males.
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TABLE 3.3 TOTAL POPULATION BY
SEX AND MARITAL STATUS, 1971

Total Population
Marita! Status
Males Females Total

Never Married 250,372 186,619 436,991
Married 632,108 637,922 1,270,030
Legally Separated 11,598 14,139 25,737
widowed 26,798 104,533 131,331
Divorced 11,442 14,711 26,153

Total @) 932,318 957,924 1,890,242

(1)

Excluding persons not specifying status.

Of 957,924 females aged 16 years and over at the 1971 Census, 19.5
percent were “never-married”, 66.6 percent were “married”, 10.9
percent “widowed” and 3.0 percent “divorced” or “legally separated”.

There has been little change in the proportion “married” over the
past two decades. During this period the propertion of the population
aged 16 years and over classified as “married”, varied between 64.5
percent and 67.2 percent. These variations may be attributed to
fluctuations in economic conditions, changes in the age composition of
the population and minor variations in the crude marriage rate.

TABLE 3.4 DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL POPULATION
BY SEX, AGE GROUP AND MARITAL STATUS, 1951-1971
Marital
Status 1951 1956 | 1961 1966 1971 1951 1956 1961 1966 | 1971
{Percent)
16-24 Years 25-34 Years
Never
married M| 87.5 | 86.9 | 85.5 83.6 | 79.2 28.3 271 22.9 | 209 | 17.3
F| 68.1 66.4 64.8 64.9 60.3 15.7 12.7 10.2 9.5 8.6
Married M| 12.3 13.0 14.4 16.2 20.4 69.8 713 75.6 77.6 80.2
F| 31.2 [ 33.1 34.7 34.5 | 38.5 81.2 848 | 87.5 | 88.0 | 37.4
Legally
Separ-
ated M 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.9 1.6
F 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.9 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.3 2.3
Widowed M - -~ - - - 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1
F 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.8 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5
Divorced M 0.1 - - - 0.1 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.8
FI 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 1.0 0.7 0.6 | 0.7 1.2
Totals M| 100.0 | 100.0 |100,0 |100.0 |100.0 }| 100.0 {100.0 |100.0 [100.0 {100.0
F{100.0 | 100.0 {100.0 |100.0 | 100.0 |[ 100.0 |100.0 |100.0 |100.0 {100.0
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TAB\\_E 3.4 — continued

v
Marital | 4951 | 1956 | 1961 | 1966 | 1971 | 1951 | 1956 | 1961 | 1966 | 1971
Status
(Percent)
! 35-44 Years 45-54 Years
Never
married M|\ 12.3 11.6 11.2 10.7 9.1 10.5 | 9.5 8.9 8.7 8.1
F(i11.1 8.1 7.4 6.1 5.1 11.0 | 10.7 8.9 7.2 5.8
Married M} \84.2 85.4 85.9 86.5 87.4 84.0 85.7 86.5 86.6 86.4
F| '83.2 85.8 87.9 89.2 89.1 77.2 79.2 81.1 82.6 83.4
Legally \
Separ- !
ated M 1.2 1.0 11 1.1 1.6 1.3 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.7
i 1.5 1.2 1.3 1.4 2.0 1.4 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.7
Widowed M 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.5 0.5 2.5 2.0 1.7 1.7 1.7
Fl 26 2.3 2.0 1.9 2.0 7.7 7.0 6.7 6.7 6.6
Divorced M 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.3 1.7 1.8 1.9 1.9 2.1
F 1.6 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.8 1.9 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.4
Totals M| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0|| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0
F|100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.03 100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
TABLE 3.4 — continued
Marital | 4954 | 1956 | 1961 | 1966 |1971 || 1951 | 1956 | 1961 | 1966 | 1971
Status
(Percent
55-64 Years 65 Years and over
Never
married M| 10.5 9.7 8.9 8.2 7.5 11.3 10.3 9.1 8.4 7.4
Fl 12.4 11.8 10.9 9.7 8.0 13.3 12.9 12.4 11.8 10.7
Married M| 80.0 81.9 83.3 84.2 84.5 65.0 66.2 67.8 69.7 721
F| 64.4 66.1 67.3 69.0 70.3 39.2 38.7 37.3 36.9 38.0
Legally
Separ- .
ated M 1.2 0.9 0.8 1.0 1.4 1.4 0.8 0.7 0.6 1.2
F 1.3 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.2 1.0 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.7
Widowed M 6.6 5.7 5.0 4.5 4.3 21.0 21.3 20.9 19.7 17.5
Fl| 20.2 19.3 18.8 18.1 17.8 45.6 46.6 48.6 49.4 48.8
Divorced M 1.7 1.8 2.0 2.1 2.3 1.3 1.4 1.5 1.6 1.8
F 1.7 1.9 2.1 2.3 2.7 0.9 1.2 1.2 1.4 1.8
Totals M{100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 || 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 (100.0 | 100.0
F 1100.0 | 100.0 {100.0 |} 100.0 | 100.0 || 100.0 {100.0 | 100.0 {100.0 | 100.0

These overall trends, however, mask the recent dramatic shifts in
the marital status distribution of the young population. Table 3.4
presents the pattern of change, in the marital status distribution, of the
male and female populations in selected 10-year age groups, between
1951 and 1971. Post-war trends towards earlier and more marriages
have caused a steady and large increase in the proportions “married” at
all ages below 45 years. This tendency has been relatively more
pronounced among males than among females. For example, among
males aged 25-34 years, the proportion “married” rose from 69.8
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percent in 1951 to 80.2 percent in 1971, while the corresponding
proportion for females only rose from 81.2 percent to 87.4 percent.
These increases were also accompanied by small increases/in the
proportions of males and females classified as “legally separated”.
Conversely, Table 3.4 shows a steady drop in the proportion of males
and females “widowed” at all ages below 65 years between 1951 and
1971. This is attributable to the post-war improvement in longevity,
discussed in the previous chapter. At ages 65 years and over, the
proportion “widowed” among males dropped from 21.0 percent in
1951 to 17.5 percent in 1971, but the corresponding proportion for
females increased, from 45.6 percent to 48.8 percent, over the same
period. These diametrically opposing trends reflect the widening gap in
the life expectancies of the two sexes.

3.5 HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES

For census purposes a household is defined as “a person or group of
persons living in an inhabited permanent private dwelling”. “One-
family-only households” include “complete-family-households”
which consist of a husband and wife with or without unmarried
children of any age and “incomplete-family-households” from which
one parent or one or more children are missing on census night. Other
types of households enumerated in the census include “extended-
family-households”, which contain extra-family persons,“non-family
households™ and “non-private households” (group living quarters).

The size, type and composition of households are influenced by the
available stock of housing, by the levels of nuptiality, fertility,
migration and mortality and by economic and social trends.

3.5.1 Numbers and Types of Households

At the 1971 Census of Population and Dwellings, there were 809,827
dwellings in New Zealand. Of these 801,686 (or 99.0 percent) were
permanent private dwellings, 1,069 were mobile and temporary
dwellings and 7,082 were non-private dwellings.

Table 3.5 sets out the numbers of private households in New
Zealand and the average numbers of persons per household at each
census since 1936. The number of permanent private households more
doubled between 1936 and 1971, while the average number of persons
per household declined gradualily from 3.9 in 1936 to 3.6 during the
1950’s and further to 3.4 in 1971.
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TABLE 3.5 TOTAL NUMBERS
OF HOUSEHOLDS, 1936-1971
Census Number 0{1) 'z‘;e;aeggoﬁ;”;%?
Year Households' Household
1936 349,905 3.9
1945 403,334 3.7
1951 494,012 3.6
1956 563,052 3.6
1961 633,707 3.6
1966 716,104 3.5
1971 801,686 3.4

nhabited Permanent Private Dwellings.

According to Table 3.6, which classifies the households into four
different types, about 69.8 percent of the households at the 1971 census
were in the “one-family-only” category. “One-person-households”
increased as a proportion of all households between 1966 and 1971

from 12.4 percent to 14.1 percent, but there was a compensatory
decrease in the proportions of households in the remaining two

categories.

TABLE 3.6 NUMBERS OF HOUSEHOLDS BY

TYPE,1966 AND 1971

1966 Census 1971 Census
Type of Household Number of Prg?t;rltlion Number of Proofpgﬁion
Households Households Households Households
(Percent) {Percent)

One-family-only @ 494,529 69.1 559,534 69.8
Extended family 89,540 12.5 86,189 10.8
One-person 89,384 12.4 113,256 14.1
Other non-family 42,651 6.0 42,707 5.3
Total 716,104 100.0 801,686 100.0

®a household comprising a family or families with additional persons present.

3.5.2 Heads-of-Households
Table 3.7 shows the numbers and proportions of heads-of-
households in each sex and marital-status group at the 1966 and 1971

censuses.
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TABLE 3.7 NUMBERS AND DISTRIBUTION OF
HOUSEHOLDS BY SEX AND MARITAL STATUS OF HEAD,
1966 AND 1971

1966 Census 1971 Census
Sex and Marital
Status of Proportion of Proportion of
Head-of-Household Number Total Heads- Number Total Heads-
of-Households of-Households
(Percent) (Percent)
Males
Never-married 30,367 4.2 37,703 4.7
Married 541,206 75.6 593,554 74.0
Widowed 16,443 2.3 17,158 2.1
Legally Separated 3,148 0.4 6,193 0.8
Divorced 4,452 0.6 6,363 0.8
Females
Never-married 25,030 3.5 29,513 3.7
Married 17,711 2.5 20,418 2.5
Widowed 65,530 9.2 71,513 8.9
Legally Separated 5,492 0.8 9,270 1.2
Divorced 6,725 0.9 10,001 1.2
Total 716,104 100.0 801,686 100.0

In 1971, 74.0 percent of households were headed by married males
while widows were the next most important group comprising 8.9
percent of all heads-of-households. “Never-married” males (4.7
percent) and “never-married” females (3.7 percent), in that order, were
the next most important groups.

3.5.3 Dwelling Tenure

The proportion of householders at the 1971 census who either
owned their own homes or were buying them on mortgage was 68.1
percent.

TABLE 3.8 TENURE OF INHABITED
PERMANENT PRIVATE DWELLINGS
IN NEW ZEALAND, 1951, 1961 AND 1971

Proportipn of Total
Tenure Permanent Private Dwellings

1951 1961 1971

Renting or leasing 30.3 24.3 25.9
Rent free 8.3 6.8 6.0
Buying on mortgage 30.7 40.1 41.4
Owned without mortgage 30.7 28.8 26.7
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

This was much the same as in 1961 but substantially higher than in
1951. The proportion of householders who were renting or leasing
their homes dropped between 1951 and 1961 but increased slightly
between 1961 and 1971.
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3.6 BIRTH PLACE

Table 3.9 gives the number of persons born in New Zealand and
those born overseas as recorded at successive censuses of the New
Zealand population since 1878. Immigration played a majorroleinthe
population growth of New Zealand, in the early-colonial days.
However, as fertility during that period was also quite high, as early as
1881 the population born in New Zealand (267,501) was greater than
the overseas born population (265,696).

TABLE 3.9  NEW ZEALAND BORN AND OVERSEAS BORN
POPULATIONS™ 1878-1971

Poputation Proportion of Total Population

Census New Zealand Overseas New Zealand Overseas

Born Born Born Born

(Percent}

1878 217,721 239,338 47.6 52.4
1881 267,501 265,696 50.2 49.8
1886 342,159 276,263 55.3 44.7
1891 408,709 258,925 61.2 38.8
1896 481,515 261,095 64.8 35.2
1901 559,249 256,171 68.6 31.4
1906 653,978 281,859 69.9 30.1 '
1911 752,623 304,910 71.2 28.8
1916 843,915 303,702 73.5 26.5
1921 959,034 311,977 75.5 24.5
1926 1,054,966 323,955 76.5 23.5
1936 1,279,917 291,833 81.4 18.6
1945 1,456,067 245,183 85.6 14.4
1951 1,672,962 265,242 86.3 13.7
1956 1,863,344 309,547 85.8 14.2
1961 2,074,509 338,673 86.0 14.0
1966 2,279,994 394,943 85.2 14.8
1971 2,444,169 411,956 85.6 14.4

mEchudes cases where birthplace is not specified.

With natural increase (excess of births over deaths) continuing to be
the chief contributor to New Zealand’s population growth, the
proportion of the total population born in New Zealand increased
steadily throughout the remaining part of the 19th century and the
first half of the 20th century — from 50.2 percent in 1881 to a peak of
86.3 percent in 1951.

The period under review was also characterised by two waves of
emigration; the first during the 1890’s and the second, during the
depression of the 1930’s and the subsequent war-years. Emigrants
during these periods included many people born overseas and
consequently the number of persons born overseas (245,183)
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enumerated at the 1945 census was the lowest for any census since
1881. Substantial net external immigration experienced since the end
of World War II has boosted the “overseas-born” population
considerably and in 1971 persons born overseas numbered 411,956, an
overall increase of 68.0 percent in a quarter of a century. Also, their
proportion of the total population recovered from 13.7 percentin 1951
to 14.4 percent in 1971,

Table 3.10 classifies the New Zealand population according to
country of birth. People from the United Kingdom, one of the
traditional sources of migrants to New Zealand, constitute the largest
single “overseas-born” group. At the 1971 census, they made up
approximately three-fifths of the “overseas-born” population of
411,956.

TABLE 3.10 TOTAL POPULATION BY
COUNTRY OF BIRTH, 1961-1971

Country of Birth Census Population
1961 1966 1971
New Zealand (Excluding Cook Is.
and Niue) 2,074,509 2,279,994 2,449,169
United Kingdom 218,649 244,601 247,952
Australia 35,412 43,374 44,084
Netherlands 17,844 20,461 20,471
Republic of Ireland 8,810 8,448 7,456
Pacific Istands —
Cook Is. and Niue Is, 4,788 7,852 10,301
Fiji 3,038 5,384 5,274
Tonga 777 1,005 1,273
Tokelau Islands . . 950
Western Samoa 4,450 7,447 12,354
India 4,753 5,368 5,662
China (incl. Taiwan) 4,194 4,218 4,252
Canada 2,863 4,117 4,933
United States 2,797 4,306 6,133
Yugoslavia 3,534 3,874 3,779
Other countries and Born at Sea 28,566 36,470 43,5880
Totals 2,414,984 2,676,919 2,862,631

Dynciudes cases where birthplace is not specified.

People born in Australia made up the next leading group,
containing about 10.7 percent of the total, followed by the Pacific
Islands (7.3 percent) and the Dutch born (5.0 percent).

During the 1960’s there was a conspicuous rise in the number of
Pacific Islanders (from the Cook Islands, Fiji, Niue Island, Western
Samoa, Tonga and the Tokelau Islands), in New Zealand. Their
number increased by 231 percent, from 13,053 in 1961 to 30,152 in
1971. There was also a large increase (95.5 percent) in the population
born in Canada and the United States (from 5,660 to 11,066) during
the period.
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The age structure of the “overseas-born” population varies quite
considerably according to birthplace, and also from the “New
Zealand-born” pattern. The New Zealand-born population is younger
than the overseas-born group; this is largely because immigrants
generally tend to be concentrated more in the working and retirement
age-groups.

3.7 ETHNIC ORIGIN

The New Zealand population can broadly be classified, according to
ethnic origin, into three main groups: Europeans, Maoris and
“others”. Europeans include all persons of European origin,while the
Maori population consists of all persons with half or more Maori
ancestry. The residual “others” ethnic group consists largely of Asians
and Pacific Islanders. Table 3.11 shows the broad ethnic composition
of New Zealand population at each census since 1916. Europeans are
by far the largest ethnic group in New Zealand. Their proportion of the
total New Zealand population has been decreasing gradually since the
1916 Census, however. At the 1971 Census they comprised nearly 90.0
percent of the country’s population of 2,862,631. Trends and patterns
in fertility and mortality in New Zealand predominantly reflect the
fertility and mortality experience of the European population. The
changing ethnic distribution of the total New Zealand population is
shown graphically in Figure 3.2.

TABLE 3.11 TOTAL POPULATION BY
ETHNIC ORIGIN, 1916-1971

Ethnic Group
Census Total
Ewopeans ) FAaoris( 2) l Others
Population
1916 1,093,024 52,997 3,204 1,149,225
1921 1,209,243 56,987 5,438 1,271,668
1926 1,338,167 63,670 6,302 1,408,139
1936 1,484,510 82,326 6,976 1,573,812
1945 1,592,908 98,744 10,678 1,702,330
1951 1,809,441 115,676 14,355 1,939,472
1956 2,016,287 137,151 20,624 2,174,062
1961 2,216,886 167,086 31,012 2,414,984
1966 2,426,352 201,159 49,408 2,676,918
1971 2,561,280 227,414 73,937 2,862,631
Proportion (Percent)
1916 95.1 4.6 0.3 100.0
1921 95.1 4.5 0.4 100.0
1926 985.0 4.5 0.4 100.0
1936 94.3 5.2 0.4 100.0
1945 93.6 5.8 0.6 100.0
1951 93.3 6.0 0.7 100.0
1956 92.7 6.3 0.9 100.0
1961 91.8 6.9 1.3 100.0
1966 90.6 7.5 1.8 100.0
1971 89.5 7.9 2.6 100.0

Mincludes European — Maori — quarter castes.
@Halt or more Maori blood.
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Maoris constitute the next major ethnic group, and in 1971, made up
7.9 percent of the total New Zealand population. The decline in the
number of Maoris during the early years of European settlement and
throughout the second half of the nineteenth century is now a matter
of history. The present century has seen a demographic resurgence
among the Maori people. There has been a three-fold increase in the
Maori population during the last 45 years, from 52,997 in 1916 to
227,414 in 1971.

TABLE 3.12 SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC FEATURES
OF THE MAOR! POPULATION, 1945-1971

Average Proportion of Maori Population in:
Census - Annual Sex .

Year | POPUIANON | pate of | Ratio® | North Isiand | Defined Urban

Growth

(Percent) (Percent)
1945 08,744 - 103.7 96.5 17.3
1951 115,676 2.9 105.3 96.4 20.1
1956 137,151 3.5 104.5 96.2 23.9
1961 167,086 4.0 103.5 95.7 31.5
1966 201,158 3.8 1083.1 94.7 43.6
1971 227,414 2.5 102.2 93.9 50.7

WNumber of males per 100 females.

There are other remarkable differences between the Maori
population and the other two racial groups as regards pattern of
growth and population composition. Until recently Maoris were
experiencing high fertility levels and a high rate of population growth.
For example, during the intercensal period 1956-1961, the Maori
population grew at an average annual rate of growth of 4.01 percent
per annum (see Table 3.12). Inrecent years, the average annual growth
rate of the Maori population has fallen substantially because of large
decreases in fertility. However, it is still well above the average annual
growth rate for the European population — 2.5 percent compared
with 1.4 percent — during 1966-1971. It is important to note that
whereas the growth of the “non-Maori” population (Europeans and
others) is influenced considerably by external migration, the growth of
the Maori population is predominantly a result of natural increase. To
some degree it is also augmented by intermarriage between non-Maori
and Maoris. Because a “Maori” is defined “as a person of half ormore
Maori descent”, when a full Maori marries a non-Maori the resulting
progeny are regarded, for statistical purposes, as belonging to the
Maori population.

One outstanding demographic characteristic of the Maori
population is its youthfulness. In 1971, 49.1 percent of the Maori
population was under 15 years of age compared with 30.3 percent of
the non-Maori population.
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In 1971 the average age of the Maori population was 20.7 years for
males and 20.6 years for females: for the non-Maori population the
corresponding figures were 30.5 years for males and 32.2 years for
females. Moreover, whereas females outnumber males among the
non-Maoris, the Maori population has a preponderance of males, the
Maori sex ratio being 102.2 males per 100 females in 1971.

The third group, “others”, consists largely of Pacific Islanders,
Chinese, Indians, Syrians, Lebanese and Arabs (see Table 3.13). In
1971, this residual group contained 2.6 percent of the total New
Zealand population compared with 0.6 percent in 1945.

TABLE 3.13 TOTAL POPULATIONS OF MINOR
ETHNIC GROUPS (EXCLUDING
EURQOPEAN AND MAORI), 1961-1971

Census Population
Ethnic Group
1961 1966 1971
Pacific {slanders —
Cook Island Maori 4,499 8,633 13,772
Samoan 6,481 11,842 22,198
Niuean and Tokelauan 1,728 2,846 5,459
Tongan 1,043 1,389 2,075
Other 589 1,531 1,909
Sub-Totals
Pacific Islanders 14,340 26,271 45,413
Chinese 8,524 10,283 12,818
Indian 4,179 6,843 7,807
Fijian 746 1,323 2,021
Syrian, Lebanese and Arab 1,101 1,099 1,126
Other Ethnic Groups 2,122 3,589 4,752
Sub-Totals 16,672 23,137 28,524
Others
Totals 31,012 49,408 73,937

Substantial immigration since World War II of Pacific Islanders,
who now constitute approximately 1.5 percent of the total population,
is the main reason for the growth of this group. At the 1936 census
there were only 988 Pacific Islanders in New Zealand and there were
only 2,159 in 1945. Their numbers had jumped to 14,340 by 1961, and
by 1971 had more than tripled, to 45,413.
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The Pacific Islanders residing in New Zealand are mostly Samoans,
Cook Islanders, Niueans and Tongans. In ethnic origins they are, in
varying degrees, akin to the New Zealand Maori population but
despite this, are finding assimilation into New Zealand society more
difficult than other ethnic groups. This problem can be partially
explained by the fact that the majority of Polynesian immigrants are
unski'led or semi-skilled workers, with limited education.

The Chinese and Indians are the next most important groups,
providing 0.4 and 0.3 percent of the total population, respectively, in
1971. The Chinese were the earliest group of non-European
immigrants to New Zealand, arriving as early as the 1850’s from the
coastal districts of Southern China, particularly from Canton. The
Indian community, on the other hand, has been built up largely since
World War I, most permanent residents being related Hindus from
Bombay and its vicinity. The geographic distribution of these minority
groups tends to be one of concentration in the larger urban areas. Most
Pacific Islanders settle in the two principal urban centres: Auckland
and Wellington.

3.8 RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS

The parts played by certain churches in the early settlement of New
Zealand, the loyalty of settlers to the faiths of their homelands and the
subsequent loyalty of their descendants to these faiths, have led to four
Christian denominations holding a predominent position in New
Zealand since the early days of the colony. These four — in order of
numbers of adherents — are the Anglican, Presbyterian, Roman
Catholic and Methodist churches. Early statistics do not include
Maoris, but of the 256,393 Europeans enumerated at the 1971 census,
87.1 percent belonged to one of these four churches. A century later, in
1971, the same four churches received the support of 73.8 percent of
the New Zeland population.

Figure 3.3 compares the proportion of New Zealand’s population
within the major religious professions in 1871 and 1971. This diagram
shows that the adherents to the Roman Catholic church increased
slightly from 13.9 percent to 15.7 percent of the total population
during the period. The corresponding decrease in the proportion of the
total population belonging to the Anglican, Methodist and
Presbyterian churches reflects the emergence of minority religious
groups. Table 3.14 affords some evidence that a substantial part of the
decrease in support for these other three main churches occurred
during the 1960’s.
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TABLE 3.14 MAJOR RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONS:
NUMBERS OF ADHERENTS, 1961-1971

Adherents at Census

Religious Profession:

1961 1966 1971
Anglican (Church of England) 835,434 901,701 895,839
Presbyterian 539,459 582,976 583,701
Roman Catholic (including Catholic
undefined) 364,098 425,280 449,974
Methodist 173,838 186,260 182,727
Baptist 40,886 46,748 47,350
Protestant (undefined) 45,100 46,090 37,475
Christian (undefined) 12,130 21,548 33,187
Ratana 23,126 27,570 30,156
Latter Day Saints (Mormon) 17,978 25,564 29,785
Brethren 25,764 23,139 25,768
Salvation Army 15,454 17,737 19,371
Seventh Day Adventist 8,220 9,551 10,477
Jehovanh's Witness 5,944 7,455 10,318
No religion {so returned) 17,486 32,780 57,485
Object to state 204,056 210,851 247,019
Others (incl. not specified) 86,011 111,669 201,999
Totals 2,414,984 | 2,676,919 | 2,862,631
Proportion of Total Population
{Percent)
Anglican (Church of England) 34.6 33.7 31.3
Presbyterian 22.3 21.8 20.4
Roman Catholic (including Catholic
undefined) 15.1 15.9 15.7
Methodist 7.2 7.0 6.4
Baptist 1.7 1.7 1.7
Protestant (undefined) 1.9 1.7 1.3
Christian (undefined) 0.5 0.8 1.2
Ratana 1.0 1.0 1.1
Latter Day Saints (Mormon) 0.8 1.0 1.0
Brethren 1.1 0.9 0.9
Salvation Army 0.6 0.7 0.7
Seventh Day Adventist 0.3 0.4 0.4
Jehovah's Witness 0.2 0.3 0.4
No religion (so returned) 0.7 1.2 2.0
Object to state 8.4 7.9 8.6
Others (incl. no specified) 3.6 4,2 7.1
Totals 100.0 100.0 100.0

NOTE: Where religious affiliation is clear, adherents using different des-
criptive terms are grouped together. For exampie, Anglican, Church of
England, Anglo-Catholic, and Church of the Province of New Zealand
are all among the recognised terms used by adherents of the Anglican
Church,

While the numbers of Anglicans and Methodists decreased between
the censuses of 1966 and 1971, none of the other nine churches with
more than 10,000 adherents experienced similar declines in numbers of
adherents. Relative support for all of the four main churches declined
between 1966 and 1971. Together they claimed 73.8 percent of New
Zealand’s total populationin 1971, compared with 78.4 percent in 1966
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and 79.2 percent in 1961. Six of the seven other major churches
maintained a constant proportion and one, the Ratana Church,
increased its following from 1.0 percent in 1966 to 1.1 percent in 1971.
This church has predominantly Maori ad herents: 27,460 of its 30,156
members in 1971 coming from this group.

Some churches have their greatest numbers of adherents in certain
geographical areas. This is primarily a reflection of the historical fact
that certain areas of New Zealand were originally colonised as religious
settlements: in some areas the missionaries of one particular church
predominated. For example, the statistical areas of Canterbury,
Mariborough, Nelson (South Island) and East Coast (North Island)
are traditionally Anglican while Otago and Southland (South Island)
are predominantly Presbyterian. The strongest Roman Catholic area
is Westland (South Island), while Taranaki and Northland (North
Island) are strong Methodist areas.

Two other religious professions — the Ratana church and the
Latter Day Saints church — both have predominantly Maorisupport
and this is reflected in the areal distribution of their members.

3.9 EDUCATION

Literacy is an almost universal characteristic of the New Zealand
population as a result of education at all levels being available with
generally equal opportunity. Education for all children between the
ages of 5 and 15 years is compulsory and the Education Act 1964
provides for free secular education in state primary and secondary
schools. Tertiary education is provided under the Universities Act
1961 with the government providing bursaries to students according to
their secondary school qualifications. In New Zealand, the central
administrative body directing education at all levels is the Department
of Education.

The post-World War I years have seen rapid expansion within the
education system. The rise in primary school rolls reflects population
growth within the appropriate age groups. Large increases in
secondary school and university rolls during the 1960’s were also due in
part to the movement of the ‘baby boom’ population cohorts into the
appropriate age-groups. There was, however, a marked tendency for
more pupils to remain longer at secondary school and, also, to
subsequently undertake tertiary education.
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In 1945, 328,407 students (19.3 percent of the total population) were
enrolled at various educational institutions. By 1973 the population
under tuition had increased to 923,062 or 31.0 percent of the total
population. Associated with this increase in the population receiving
education, there has been a significant development in educational
facilities and the numbers and quality of teaching staff.

Expenditure on education increased from 6.0 percent of total
government expenditure in 194546 to 17.8 percent in 1973-74. In
absolute terms, this represented an increase from $16.0 million to
$440.2 million during the period.

Table 3.15 summarises the numbers of students receiving instruction
in various educational institutions for 1943-1973.

TABLE 3.15 STUDENTS RECEIVING INSTRUCTION
IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, 1943-1973

Type of Institution 1943 1953 1963 1973

Pre-School (Playcentres
and Kindergartens) 2,182 9,752 23,803 49,372
Primary 246,915 359,537 449,900 521,871
Secondary 38,810 67,478 149,063 202,876
Technical 11,859 30,637 69,980 101,686
Teachers Colleges 1,833 2,769 4,536 8,262
Universities 5,953 11,467 18,303 38,995
Total 307,552 481,640 715,585 923,062

An indication of the vocations likely to be followed by pupils leaving
secondary schools is given by Table 3.16. In 1973, about 38 percent of
those leaving secondary school planned to either continue their
education or receive specialised training, 10 percent were destined for
university, while another 9 percent planned to enrol at other full-time
educational institutions, including teachers’ colleges and technical
schools. About 16 percent of all school leavers expected to become
skilled trade apprentices, while 3 percent intended to take technical
traineeships. The remainder of the prospective school leavers were
planning immediate entry into the labour force.
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TABLE 3.16

PROBABLE DESTINATION OF STATE

AND PRIVATE SECONDARY SCHOOL PUPILS, 1872 AND 1973

Boys ( Girls Total | Boys | Girls ,Total
Probable Destination
1972 1973

Full-time education at university 3,873 1,986 5,859 3,642 1,995 5,637
Further fuli-time education —

Teachers college 380 1,435 1,815 398 1,424 | 1,822

Kindergarten T.C. - 244 244 5 251 256

Technical training 729 510 1,239 801 560 | 1,361

Commercial training 144 1,323 1,467 154 1,341 1,495

Art 54 80 134 54 ¢} 145
Technical traineeships —

Draughting cadets 239 55 294 325 94 419

Technical trainees 813 258 1,071 979 310 1,289
Health services 107 | 3,101 3,208 106 1 3,192 | 3,298
Office —

Government 668 1,163 1,831 676 1,411 2,087

Local authority 81 349 430 148 348 49%

Private enterprise 1,429 4,980 6,409 1,351 5,617 | 6,968
Shop and warehouse assistant 1,421 2,682 4,103 1,444 2,816 4,260
Skilled trades —

Government 727 113 840 791 93 884

Local authority 182 39 221 204 32 236

Private enterprise 6,032 785{ 6,817 | 7,250 910 | 8,160
Farming 3,034 254 3,288 | 3,072 311 3,383
Factory and clothing workers 1,231 1,509 2,740 1,756 1,824 | 3,580
Domestic work and home 124 1,477 1,601 113 1,394 1,507
Armed forces 614 73 687 687 90 777
Other 5848 | 2,779 8,627 | 6,1051 3,213 ] 9,318

Totals 27,730 | 25,195 52,925 | 30,061 | 27,317 | 57,378

Source: Department of Education.

Table 3.17 gives details of the educational qualifications of males
and females in the labour force and in the population aged 15 and over
“at the 1971 census, (the classification is by the highest qualification
held). Those with secondary school and related education comprised
about 38.5 percent of the total labour force and 20.7 percent of the
population,while those with university qualifications accounted for 4.1
percent and 3.1 percent of the labour force and population
respectively. The remaining members of the labour force and
population have primary or no qualifications.
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TABLE 3.17 EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
OF TOTAL LABOUR FORCE AND TOTAL
POPULATIO