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Defector TV: the North Korean escapees
(who sparked a reality show craze

[They risked their lives to leave their country:. The reward? Stardom

lto

25.
Ipe

jane

= F ive years ago, Chanyang Joo escaped her hometown in North Korea by

nstead, she was rescued by a religious group, reunited with her family in South
[Korea and becarme a reality TV star. “I don’t consider myself a celebrity:” says Joo,

[Defector TV is a new craze in South Korea. From comedies to dating, adventure

lthe limelight.

“Iam not pretty or talented enough to be an entertainer, but because of these
lshows, South Koreans have started to be interested in North Korean people;” says
Joo. “The young generation still think North Korea is a foreign country. I strongly
Ibelieve that we are the same people, that it is one nation

0|12 S0l 0IE 04715 48
154 9to] B 3 713j0] £2¢

swimming across the Tumen river. When she arrived in China, she was
jailed. “I was in a prison with 20 other escapees,” she tells me. “I was abou
be sent back”

, who has now appeared on more than 100 TV episodes. “I'm just an ordinary
rson. It’s hard to deal with fans.”

d chatshows, a growing number of programmes are putting North Koreans in
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